
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to the latest edition of the BIS newsletter 
In this issue are lots of training opportunities, new projects to tackle invasive plants in the BBNP and to 
protect the natural heritage of the Elan Valley and the launch of ‘Survey a Square’ to get biological records 
from unrecorded squares. We also have our recorder of the season feature.    
Thank you to all of you who have contributed to this issue, we hope you enjoy it. 
Please contact ben@bis.org.uk for any questions, comments or ideas for future content. 
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BIS Update 
New at BIS 
BIS is very pleased to welcome Jo Milborrow in the full time post of Data Officer. Jo joined BIS at the end of January 

and will be responsible for the enquiry service, managing the database and exchange with data providers.              

Ben Mullen joined BIS last October and has been very busy raising the profile of BIS and recording through the 

Facebook page, newsletter and weekly emails. He has also started to target recording through his ‘Survey A Square’ 

project and set up ID training days. We are very pleased that Ben will be full time at BIS from the 1st May 2018 to 

develop these themes even further.  

Funding News 
BIS will now have 2 full-time staff, and Steve and I will be working part-time, 3 days per week. This has been made 

possible by consistent funding from our partners over the last few years and a steady rise in commercial income. We 

are fortunate that BIS has all its funding in place for 2018-19 and the good news is that LERC Wales will be providing 

a service to the Welsh Government for this next financial year. This will be a trial to see how they can use the species 

data in their departments and for national projects. LERC Wales have also recently set up a trial Service Level 

Agreement with Dwr Cymru / Welsh Water to use the Aderyn service to run their own biodiversity searches. Aderyn 

continues to develop and the Wildlife Trusts have been offered full access to data within their Reserves and Wildlife 

Sites. 

County Recorder Access to Aderyn 
We are very close to offering the county recorders (CRs) access to Aderyn and Steve has set up a lot of additional 

analysis on the Recorder pages, as the example seen below for Breconshire Herps data.  

CRs will be able to see how many records have been verified and be able to filter the records so as to bring out these 

unverified records. We hope that any incorrect records can be marked up in a spreadsheet and returned to BIS so we 

can update the database. I realise that this can be a lot of work for county recorders but if it is done on an annual 

basis then it is likely that the numbers will be restricted mainly to casual records received by BIS. 

 

Recorder Analysis for VC42 Herps. data Herps. records per year for Wales (top) & VC42 
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Unverified Records 
At the Recorders Forum I put forward some suggestions for dealing with historical unverified records and to how to 

cut down the future burden of verifying records. The graph below shows a comparison of verified and unverified 

records in the BIS Recorder 6 (R6) database for the years 2013 and 2017. The numbers of unverified records have 

fallen as county recorders or schemes and societies have verified the records. 

Proposal to verify historical records: 

 BIS can run an export of unassessed records from R6 through NBN Record Cleaner 

 This validates and checks against verification rules provided by Schemes & Societies 

 Resend  records that are flagged up as failing verification to CR if available 

 Those not showing any issues batch update in R6 as ‘Probably correct’? 

 

Proposal for BIS ongoing verification procedure: 

 Run new records from non-CR’s through Record Cleaner 

 Any records that fail verification can then be assessed if clearly wrong or require CR input 

 Other records can be marked as ‘probably correct’ and can be upgraded by CR to ‘considered correct’. 

 CRs can check verifications in Aderyn or BIS can export records on an annual basis showing number of 

records to be assessed in past year? 

 

Another way to verify data is through iRecord where local or national experts apply to CEH (Centre for Ecology and 

Hydrology) (irecord@ceh.ac.uk) to become a verifier. They can then verify relevant records on–line that have been 

entered through iRecord or the BIS on-line recording database, WiReD. 

 

LERC Wales Recording App 
The four LERCS in Wales have recently commissioned from CEH a recording App for LERC Wales which is being 

developed in a similar format to i-Record but will have a Welsh translation. The advantage will be that you can put 

your records in either on–line or through the App and see them all in one place. BIS have received a beta version to 

test and we will start running short training sessions probably after a launch in June.  

Janet Imlach (BIS Manager) 
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Survey a Square (SaSq) 
Biological Recording in Unrecorded Squares. 

To inspire you to record in areas where BIS holds few, if any, records the Survey a Square initiative is now live! From 

May 2018 three monads (1km squares) will be announced each month, one for each vice county (VC’s 42, 43 & 47).  

These squares will have zero records in the BIS database, so any 

recording will yield lots of ‘firsts’. The aim is to inspire biological 

recording by giving a focus on particular areas with few or zero 

records. 

Staff & Directors trialled the idea in February, visiting the 

unrecorded square SO0733 near Felinfach, conveniently located 

close to the Griffin Pub where we ate lunch! The snow and freezing 

weather put pay to a long walk, but a short walk and stint with the 

binoculars yielded 50 species in an hour, including a Sparrowhawk, 

Accipiter nisus, 11 ground feeding Bullfinches, Pyrrhula pyrrhula and 

Lesser celandine, Ficaria verna in flower. 

 

The SaSq initiative was launched in April with two 

events in the Ystradgynlais area in partnership with 

the local wildlife trusts ‘Wild Communities’ project. 

This ticked off another two unrecorded squares 

SN8009 & SN8111. Highlights included identified 

lichens thanks to the previous BIS training courses, a 

ground beetle, Carabus granulatus, Blushing bracket 

fungi, Daedaleopsis confragosa, Coltsfoot, Tussilago 

farfara and Field vole, Microtus agrestis.                                 

May 2018 Survey A Square (SaSq) 
The SaSq’s for May 2018 are; 

VC42, SO0541, west of Erwood. VC43, SO2572, west of Knighton VC47, SO0490, south east of Caersws 

You can see maps of these squares on our website or Facebook. Or email ben@bis.org.uk for a copy. 

Notes about Survey A Square: 

 Please take a common sense approach to recording in these squares. 

 We do not advocate any form of trespassing, and please do not take any risks with regards your own health 

and safety. All records are welcome, even the most common of species! 

 For a record to be useful, we will need the following information: species name (common or scientific), 

recorder's name; date recorded; location name; grid reference (ideally 6 figures or more). Please feel free to 

include extra information or photos. 

 You can submit records to us in a variety of ways; ideally via our online recording tool. You can also submit 

records via email or post.                                     Ben Mullen, BIS 

A snowy SaSq 

Blushing bracket fungi, 
Daedaleopsis confragosa  

Ground beetle, 
Carabus granulatus  

Coltsfoot,  
Tussilago farfara  

https://www.bis.org.uk/survey
https://www.facebook.com/BISBrecon/
mailto:ben@bis.org.uk
https://bis.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=623f3252954b4fc1e988e2d30&id=c4be7e9738&e=da4e92b0cb
https://bis.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=623f3252954b4fc1e988e2d30&id=325cd85c40&e=da4e92b0cb
https://bis.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=623f3252954b4fc1e988e2d30&id=325cd85c40&e=da4e92b0cb
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Fungi & Lower Plants Report 
NRW’s Lower Plant specialist Sam Bosanquet has reviewed the 1000+ grassland sites in Wales that we have 
grassland fungi records for – for evaluation purposes the fungi have been split into five groups.  The grassland sites 
on the Epynt training area score as the best in Wales for four of these fungi groups and second best for the waxcap 
fungi group (just one species behind a site in west Wales which has had much more intensive survey than the Epynt 
over the past 20 years).  

Bryophytes – so far in 2018, five species new to Breconshire have been recorded.  One of these is the rather 
unwelcome introduced Southern crestwort, Lophocolea semiteres which seems to be spreading rapidly in south 
Wales having turned up at several Glamorgan sites recently.   It seems to like disturbed or trampled habitats, 
including forest tracks and footpaths through heathland – presumably transported around on boots and tyres.  

Lichens – no big surprise, but I managed to find a new location at Craig y Castel for the rare lichen, Agyrium rufum. 
Previously in south Wales it has only been recorded from the NNR further east on the Llangattock scarp. 

For more bryophyte stories and news you might like to know of the existence of the South Wales Bryophytes Google 
Blog, click here. It’s focus is mainly on what is happening in Glamorgan, but if I ever get out (which is not very often 
these days) I sometimes put a report on for Breconshire and will also include the occasional pictures and references 
to lichens and vascular plants sightings plus visiting bryologists sometimes step into Breconshire and post reports as 
well.                                                Graham Motley, NRW 
 

The Beautiful Burial Ground Project 
The Beautiful Burial Ground is a project run by the charity Caring 
for God's Acre (CfGA) to inspire, engage and support interest 
groups, communities and individuals to learn about, research and 
survey the biodiversity and heritage of their local burial grounds. 
 
The four year project is funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund 
and encourages people to visit churchyards, cemeteries, chapel 
yards and green burial sites to record what they find. The project 
will offer free training in identification and recording and a site-
specific database linked to existing national systems. Our focus is 
mostly on wildlife, but we are also hoping to encourage historical 
investigation and monument recording.  
  
This is a national project and we are happy to work 
with organisations and interest groups to deliver training 
wherever people are interested in burial grounds. 
To get involved, please contact Georgina,  george@cfga.org.uk or 01588 673041.       Georgina Sharp, CfGA 

Survey a Square Group 
Following the successful April events I would like to start an email based recording group 

whose focus will be to visit the under- & un- recorded Survey a Square monads. I will email 

the group when someone is planning to go recording so you can join up. Let me know if 

you’d like to join the group and I’ll keep you informed. I also intend to run a couple of SaSq 

surveying walks each year as part of the events programme. Let me know if you’d be 

interested in this. ben@bis.org.uk                      Ben Mullen, BIS 

Churchyard Buttercup identification 

http://southwalesbryos.blogspot.co.uk/
mailto:george@cfga.org.uk
mailto:ben@bis.org.uk
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Invaders of the National Park! 
A non-native species (NNS) is a species that has been introduced into the country by human intervention (either 
deliberately or accidentally) since the end of the last ice age (approximately ten thousand years ago). Most of them 
do not have a detrimental impact. But of the nearly 2000 species that are considered ‘non-native’ in the UK 
approximately 10-15% of them are considered invasive (INNS), that’s 200-300 species that can cause varying levels of 
problems. There are also 10-12 new species becoming established every year (GB non-native Species Secretariat). 
Some of these species present more problems than others and a few of them are the real headline grabbers such as 
the pavement destroying Japanese knotweed, the river bank dominating Himalayan balsam and the hazardous to 
health Giant hogweed. These last three plants are the ones that are going to be the focus of a two year riparian 
project within the Brecon Beacons National Park. The harmful impacts these three species can have are varying. 
 

The Problem Plants 
 
 
 
Japanese knotweed, Fallopia japonica is a similar danger to native vegetation as 
it grows extremely rapidly up to 4cm per day and can reach 3 metres tall by 
June smothering out any native vegetation underneath and also dying back in 
winter leaving bare areas of riverbank. Another nasty aspect of Japanese 
knotweed is that it can grow through weaknesses in concrete and asphalt 
damaging structures and can even lead to people not being able to get 
mortgages because the plant is present on the property. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Himalayan balsam, Impatiens glandulifera out-competes our 
native wildlife and can result in dense monocultures along the 
river, even spreading away from the river banks. As the plant 
dies back in the winter it leaves bare ground which is 
susceptible to erosion which can lead to the loss of large 
sections of river bank. The flowers of Himalayan balsam are 
also attractive to bees and so can bias them away from native 
species. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Giant hogweed, Heracleum mantegazzianum was introduced from South-west 
Asia and again has a very rapid growth rate; it can grow up to 5 metres tall. It 
too dies back in winter leaving bare riverbank subject to erosion. One of the 
nastier aspects of Giant hogweed is that it contains a toxic chemical which 
sensitises the skin and leads to severe blistering when exposed to sunlight. 
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Local context 
The maps below show the records that BIS hold for all three species within the Brecon Beacons National Park. 

 
The data is not all recent and as with some common species there is a danger of them being under recorded. I think 
this is definitely the case with Himalayan balsam which only shows 209 records for the National Park. From personal 
observation is seems to be extremely under recorded. 

The project 

Our invasive species project started on 1st April 2018 and runs until January 2020 with the purpose of; 

 running a pilot project for surveying and controlling invasive non-native species (INNS) in the Usk and Tawe 

catchments 

 working with other projects and organisations to develop an invasive species partnership approach 

 looking at how INNS can be managed long term in the future. 

Partnership working 
The catchments for both the Tawe and the Usk Rivers arise within the National Park. Given the invasive nature of 
these plants and their ability to spread easily along water courses, it is important that we work with other partners in 
the area to tackle these plants from the top of the catchment downwards in a systematic way. To do this we need a 
good baseline data set to try and build up an accurate picture of the scale of the work needed in the Tawe and Usk 
catchments. We need species records but also areas that have been treated and how and with what success. 

Help needed 
To do this we need your help! 

 Do you have recent records for these three species?  

 Have you cleared any of these species on your own particular patch of river?  

We are particularly interested in records in the headwaters and early reaches of the rivers as we will be working on a 
source-to-sea approach of clearing infested areas. To report sightings please use the contacts details below or send 
them directly to BIS. 
As with all records those submitted via WiReD will come directly to BIS. Alternatively iRecord records reach BIS every 
couple months. 

Volunteer Work 
We will also be running volunteer work groups to tackle clearing these species, keep an eye out for these dates in 
the future! 

If you are interested in volunteering in our work groups, want to help with the project or would like any further 
information please contact Bev Lewis; 
 
E:  beverley.lewis@brecon-beacons.npa.gov.uk             T : 07854 997 508                  Bev Lewis, BBNP 

333 Japanese knotweed records 209 Himalayan balsalm records 
distribution 

48 Giant hogweed records 

http://record.bis.org.uk/
mailto:beverley.lewis@brecon-beacons.npa.gov.uk
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Elan Links: People, Nature, Water 
Protecting the Elan Valley’s natural heritage 

The Elan Valley is a special place, with a unique landscape and history.  For the last 4,000 years human activity has 

shaped the area we see today.  From the Bronze Age, to the Romans, to the innovative Victorian engineers who 

created the dams and reservoirs, so linked to the area today, human interaction has played a significant role in the 

area.  But what influence has this had on the natural heritage? 

Landscape Restoration 

Today important natural sites across the 72 square mile area, which covers 1% of Wales, are at threat.  The five year 

Elan Links scheme is aiming to address these issues and work towards restoring the landscape.  The £3.3million, 

Heritage Lottery Fund supported 

scheme has been created to protect 

this unique landscape, preserving it 

for the future.  Between 2018 and 

2023, twenty six projects will be 

delivered, protecting heritage and 

boosting local and visitor 

opportunities.  Partners, including 

Elan Valley Trust, which has the 

responsibility for looking after the 

landscape for the next 1,000 years, 

Dŵr Cymru Welsh Water, which 

manages the water and the dams, 

and Natural Resources Wales, have 

come together to protect the 

heritage of the site as well as 

boosting opportunities for people.   

 

Farming Link 

Over the next five years, we have 10 projects 

which focus on restoring and enhancing 

natural habitats.  These aim to tackle the 

threats and challenges to these habitats and 

to go further than preservation. We want to 

actively ensure that they are in better 

condition in the future.  Many of the habitats 

we can see are intrinsically linked to farming. 

There are 36 agricultural holdings on the Elan 

Valley estate.  Farming is at the heart of 

protecting many of our focal species, and we 

will be working with farmers to deliver a 

number of the projects. 
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Elan Rare Species 

The Elan Valley is home to many rare species and habitats. In order to ensure they survive and thrive in the future it 

is important to understand where they live and any changes there may be in their abundance over time, including in 

response to works undertaken through Elan Links. 

Part of the problem is there is currently insufficient understanding as to what is around and what measures can be 

completed to secure the species.  The Elan Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) has started this process, but more work is 

needed.  For example, priority BAP species such as the large heath butterfly found here, at the very southernmost 

extent of its range in the UK, are reported but otherwise unstudied.  

The extent, current location and conservation status of many of these BAP species requires better mapping and 

understanding. Through our Elan Rare Species project, we aim to combine the skills of professional conservationists 

and trained volunteers to search for rare species, monitor biodiversity changes and undertake activity to support the 

habitats. The aim is to enable the better management of the Elan Valley’s natural heritage in the long term through 

better understanding of the biodiversity that currently exists and the impact of targeted management actions on 

species extent and prevalence. 

Managing and Mitigating 

The Elan Rare Species is just one of 26 projects within the wider Elan Links scheme.  Others include reinvigorating 

traditional farming practices through cattle grazing, the rearing of wethers and the growth of rhos hay production. 

The Elan Valley is also home to many historical and ancient sites which are at threat, and a number of our projects 

aim to preserve these and improve visitor 

access. We also want to increase the 

number of locals and visitors engaging 

with the Elan Valley, and are creating new 

events, walks, mountain bike trails and 

training opportunities to encourage people 

to enjoy the area.  All of these will have an 

impact in one shape or form on the natural 

environment, and part of the Elan Rare 

Species project will be to manage this and 

mitigate against any potential problems.   

Exemplar Destination 

An important aim of this scheme is an 

increase of knowledge amongst farmers, 

land managers and decision makers, to 

make better decisions for nature in the 

future. The hope is that the Elan Valley will become known as an exemplar destination for sustainable management 

of natural resources for the benefit of nature, carbon sequestration and storage and water storage and quality.  

We’re at the start of an exciting journey. Over the next five years we want to see experienced and novice 

biodiversity monitors get involved and help map out the unique natural heritage of the Elan Valley. Volunteering 

opportunities are available to help with the scheme. 

For more information visit www.elanvalley.org.uk/elanlinks           Email matthew.allmark@elanvalley.org.uk 

Andrea Jones, Elan Links 

http://www.elanvalley.org.uk/elanlinks
mailto:matthew.allmark@elanvalley.org.uk
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Recorder Of The Season! 
Many thanks to Hannah Shaw, our third 
Recorder of the Season. 
Hannah is the Amphibian & Reptile 
County Recorder for VC42 & VC43.
 
What first got you interested in wildlife recording? 

I’ve been fascinated by amphibians since I was very 
small. My earliest amphibian memory is catching 
newts in a pond near Welshpool when I was about 4 
and I have been fascinated by amphibians ever since. 

I still love keeping tadpoles every year! and I can’t 
resist looking in a pond or lifting old tin sheets 
looking for amphibians and reptiles when I’m out 
and about. 
 
Have you a favourite place to see wildlife or just to sit 
and ‘be at one’ with nature? 

Sat by the side of a pond on a sunny summer 
morning or in a cottage garden on a warm summer’s 
day listening to the hum of all the busy insects. 
 
Can you recommend a good place to see wildlife? 

Cors Y Llyn NNR – look out for the common lizards 
basking on the board walk and the fantastic 
carnivorous sundew plants on the bog. 
 
Top tip when recording? 

Walk quietly and look and listen carefully. 
 
What species would you most like to be? 

A horse; more specifically the Lloyds black horse 
galloping free on a beach! 
 
Have you met any famous people? 

I enjoyed a picnic lunch with Iolo Williams and his 
film crew in Margam Country Park after filming 
freshwater invertebrates for Iolo’s Great Welsh 
Parks series. 
 
Have you any tips for recording wildlife for a 
beginner? 

Choose one or two species groups and focus on 
learning those and go out with an experienced 
recorder/expert as often as you can. 
 
 

Most memorable wildlife experience? 

Amazing close encounters with otters and pine 
martens during a week in February 2009 on the 
shores of Loch Teacuis on the Rahoy Estate on the 
North-west coast of Scotland. 

We saw an otter catch and eat a shag after a ‘Jaws-
like’ ambush, an otter and cubs on the shore and 
pine martens licking honey off the window every 
night and doing acrobatics whilst checking out the 
hanging bird feeders! As well as golden and white-
tailed fishing eagles and all of the trees were 
dripping with different tree lungwort species. 
  
Any wildlife adventures abroad? 

Arriving at a B&B on the island of St Vincent in the 
Lesser Antilles, in the early hours of the morning and 
lying in bed listening to the amazing loud sound of 
the amphibians and insects calling in the tropics. 

Then boarding a yacht for a month-long trip hunting 
for amphibians and reptiles, and undertaking coastal 
fish transects, on the chain of islands in the Eastern 
Caribbean known as the Lesser Antilles. It was 
amazing to see the brilliant coral reef fish, red-
footed tortoises, newly hatched green and 
leatherback turtles, comical anole lizards and the 
tiny whistling frogs which live in the bromeliads, as 
well as the colourful tropical birdlife, including loads 
of humming birds.

https://www.first-nature.com/waleswildlife/e-nnr-corsyllyn.php


 

Page 11 of 17 

New Data Officer 
I’m very excited to have started work in January as the Data Officer 

for BIS taking over from Anna. I have a broad background in 

conservation having worked for the Wildlife Trust South and West 

Wales as the Warden on Skomer and Skokholm Islands for six years. 

After returning to mainland life I moved to Yorkshire to work as an 

Ornithologist with Fera/AHVLA where I carried out avian research 

and consultancy work throughout the UK and Europe. Following this 

I worked for Yorkshire Wildlife Trust where I managed a suite of 

nature reserves and ran practical volunteer tasks. I’m very happy to 

have returned to Wales in early 2018 to begin work at BIS and to be 

contributing to be contributing to the work of the local records 

centre. 

It’s been a busy and engrossing start and I have been beavering away entering much of the data from recorders for 

2017. If you’re still to submit data then send it through to me jo@bis.org.uk or if you need any help or advice on 

submitting your records then do get in touch. I have been working with Ben to create maps showing the 1km 

squares for which BIS holds no or very few records. Ben and other recorders have been working hard at filling some 

of those gaps already. If you’d like to know which squares near you are lacking in records then get in touch with me 

or Ben. Or if you are interested in the distribution of records of a particular taxa across the BIS area then again get in 

touch. I’m looking forward to meeting more of you in the future.                   Jo Milborrow, BIS 

British Dragonfly Society Atlas 2020 
Following on from the 2014 Atlas the BDS aims to produce a State of 
Dragonflies report 2020 and your help is needed for the 2020 atlas. We hope 
that volunteer effort can once again provide us with the vital data needed to 
create population trend analyses, by taking part in Complete Lists and Adopt 
a Site. 
‘Complete Lists’ are a list of all the adult dragonfly species you see during a 
single visit to a wetland site and should be carried out in warm, dry weather 
between May and September, although lists made in less ideal conditions 
can still be useful. No equipment is needed except a notebook, pencil and 
binoculars or a camera for any far off dragons! Make sure you walk around 
the site fully, covering those areas, such as pools and streams, where 
dragonflies and damselflies might be breeding. 

You can ‘Adopt a site’ on which to carry out complete lists two or three times between May and September over 
successive years. This will increase the value of the records for trend analysis. Get in touch with your BDS County 
Dragonfly Recorder to inform them of your adopted site or for help choosing a site.  

More information is on the BDS website or the Complete Lists flyer here.  
This BDS website has a list of good places to see dragonflies in Powys.                  BDS Website 

BIS Resources 
We have several microscopes that you are welcome to use in the training room here at BIS. It is possible to loan 

them for events too. They’ve been performing well at the recent lichen and snail ID training days. We have one that 

will project onto the whiteboard. Email ben@bis.org.uk if you’d like to use them.            Ben Mullen, BIS 

Jo face to face with a Great crested newt 

mailto:jo@bis.org.uk
https://www.british-dragonflies.org.uk/content/state-dragonflies-2020
https://british-dragonflies.org.uk/sites/british-dragonflies.org.uk/files/docs/complete%20lists.pdf
https://british-dragonflies.org.uk/content/good-places-see-dragonflies-wales-powys
mailto:ben@bis.org.uk
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Ghost Slugs at Llanellwedd Quarry 

Whilst walking along the public footpath which passes through 
secondary woodland as it skirts the boundary of Llanellwedd Quarry 
a few weeks ago, to my surprise and delight, I happened across a 
Ghost slug, Selenochlamys ysbryda - an unusual and exciting find and 
a second record for Radnorshire, the first being made in February 
2017 in Glasbury. 

Ghost slugs were first discovered in the grounds of Brecon Cathedral 
in 2004 and described new to science in 2008 by Dr Ben Rowson, 
Mollusc Curator at National Museum of Wales and Bill Symondson, 
an ecologist at Cardiff University. It is thought that they were 
accidentally introduced to Britain within the last 50 years and that 
they are probably native to the Crimea but, true to its name, the 
ghost slug has yet to be seen in its native homeland. 

Since its initial discovery, ghost slugs have been recorded locally across South Wales and Bristol and were confirmed 
in 2013 in Oxfordshire. More records are welcomed so that the spread of this interesting new arrival can be 
monitored. Please send your sightings with a photograph to BIS. 

The ghost slug is thought to be the first species to be given a scientific name derived from the Welsh language, 
‘ysbryd’ meaning ghost in Welsh. It is a subterranean species which feeds on earthworms and rarely surfaces, so it 
was unusual to find one crawling across the path! Its name perfectly captures its ghostly coloration, predatory & 
nocturnal behaviour and the mystery surrounding its origin. 

The ghost slug is almost unmistakable and as such fairly straight forward to identify. It is bright milky-white in colour 
and the purplish internal organs can be seen through the skin. It has four dorsal grooves which run the length of its 
body and the slug is very long and slender when extended. When disturbed, it contracts into a small oval shape and 
pulls it’s head inside out (like the finger of a glove). It has a tiny disc-shaped mantle and breathing pore at the rear of 
the body (in most other slugs these are at the front-end) and there are no black eye spots visible at the end of the 
tentacles.                                                  Hannah Shaw 
References: Rowson, B. et al (2014) Slugs of Britain and Ireland. Field Studies Council. 

   https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ghost_slug accessed 11 May 2018 

Forum Feedback 
The BIS Recorders Forum way back in November 2017 was well attended and generated 

good feedback. The main concerns were over near-by parking and the room being a bit 

too small for our group and display boards. Suggestions for topics to cover at future 

forums included a desire to get the farming community involved in recording and that it 

would be good to hear more about the work of the vice county recorders. 

The majority of you wanted to have the forum every year and would be happy to attend 

on a Saturday. We’ll let you know if/when we have a date for 2018! 

There were lots of suggestions for training course topics, which I’ll use for future events. 

Already ticked off are lichens, molluscs & invertebrates. Look out for our app training 

when it launches later this year. 

The 2017 forum was Anna Giorgiou’s last day, as she moved to a new job as the Elan Links 

Volunteer and Training Officer. Anna has hit the ground running and we wish her well.   

                                       Ben Mullen, BIS 

Farewell to Anna 

Ghost Slug. Llanelwedd Quarry. A.G.Shaw 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ghost_slug
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Oil Beetle Survey 
Buglife need your help to boost records for oil beetles in Wales helping us to understand and conserve these 

impressive and intriguing insects. Three of the five UK species can be found in Wales. Violet oil beetle, Meloe 

violaceus and Black oil beetles Meloe proscarabaeus are widespread and can be locally common whereas the Rugged 

oil beetle Meloe rugosus is rare and known only from a small number of sites in south-east Wales.  

If you find an oil beetle, take photographs from above which clearly show the top of the thorax (mid-section) to 

identify the species using our identification guide. Then submit your record using the recording form on the Buglife 

website. You can submit a record even if you do not know the species. 

Top tips for oil beetle hunting 

 Oil beetles are large, shiny, black and slow moving so they can be easy to spot. 

 Good places to look include bare ground near footpaths (as this is where they dig nest burrows), 
wildflower-rich grasslands, woodland edges and heathland. 

 Oil beetles are fascinating. They depend on bees for their lifecycle so looking for bees could lead you to an 
oil beetle. Look for wildflower areas or sandy soils where solitary bees may nest – these are hotspots for 
oil beetles. 

 The best time of year to look out for oil beetles is March to June. Most insects are more active on warm 
sunny days. 

 Take a copy of the identification guide with you! 

Getting close to an oil beetle 
Buglife asks you not to disturb oil beetles. Although they are gentle creatures they can extrude a foul oil based liquid 
from their knee joints that may cause irritation. Remember oil beetles are under threat so if you do take a closer 
look, be gentle and put the beetle back where you found it. Click here for more information.     Buglife website 
 

BeeWalk 
BeeWalk is the national recording scheme run by Bumblebee Conservation Trust (BBCT) to monitor the abundance 

of bumblebees across the UK. The survey would be impossible without volunteers, who once a month between 

March and October, walk a fixed route of their choosing (about a mile long) to identify and count the bumblebees 

and send us their records. For more information and to sign up go to the beewalk website or email them. 

 

BBCT have a variety of resources on their website to get started with identification.  You can also post photos to 

their partner website BeeWatch  for help with identifying a bumblebee. This also has a new interactive feature 

showing which bumblebee species are attracted to which plants.                   BeeWalk website 

Wanted: Meadow location 
We need a meadow for our training event in August, Meadow Invertebrates. Do you have or know of a meadow 

that has never been surveyed or would warrant a resurvey?  The event will yield lots of invertebrate records. If you 

know of a suitable place please let Ben know ben@bis.org.uk.                      

 

https://www.buglife.org.uk/sites/default/files/Oil%20Beetle%20ID%20Buglife%20Wales%206April2017%20low%20res.pdf
https://www.buglife.org.uk/activities-for-you/wildlife-surveys/oil-beetle-hunt?info=submit
https://www.buglife.org.uk/sites/default/files/Oil%20beetle%20life%20cycle2_DH.pdf
https://www.buglife.org.uk/sites/default/files/Oil%20Beetle%20ID%20Buglife%20Wales%206April2017%20low%20res.pdf
https://www.buglife.org.uk/wales-oil-beetle-survey
http://www.beewalk.org.uk/
mailto:beewalk@bumblebeeconservation.org
https://www.bumblebeeconservation.org/identification-tips/
http://homepages.abdn.ac.uk/wpn003/beewatch/index.php?r=user/auth
mailto:ben@bis.org.uk
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Data Protection Law 
If you’d like to keep receiving future BIS Recorders Newsletters via email you need to ‘actively’ sign up to join our 

distribution list. You’ll also receive regular BIS emails about once a week with news, training opportunities, events, 

jobs and reports & articles relevant to recording. The law changes on 25th May 2018 so this will be the last 

newsletter you’ll receive by email unless you’ve sign up. It’s easy to sign up, follow one of the 3 methods below. 

 On the BIS website homepage – click here - the form is at the bottom so scroll down. 

 Via the BIS Facebook page – click here 

 Via our ‘Mailchimp’ email service – click here                          

2018 Training events  
To promote recording I’ve put together a programme of events for 2018. All of these involve species identification 

training and biological record collecting. In the first half of the year the seven events proved very popular. The winter 

tree ID day was so overbooked that I ran a second training day which nicely linked to the two lichen identification 

days at Garwnant and the Elan Valley expertly led by Alan Orange and Ray Woods. We now have more novice lichen 

recorders! I learnt that snails and slugs are a big grazer of lichen so can affect their distribution and so another nice 

link to the snail ID training led by Ben Rowson at the BIS training room. Ben refers to slugs as ‘super snails’, having 

evolved from them so losing the shell. Hannah Shaw who led our amphibian ID training on the Begwns was amazed 

to find over 50 Great crested newts in one pond amongst the smooth and palmate newts. 

For the rest of 2018 we have lots of field based training and recording days. See our website and Facebook page. 

Contact ben@bis.org.uk to book on. All except the QGIS training are free!                Ben Mullen, BIS 

Chris Packham’s 2018 Bioblitz 
For ten days in July Chris and his team of experts will be visiting 50 wildlife sites across the UK to highlight the extent 

to which the nation’s wildlife is under threat. He’ll be visiting RWT’s Gilfach Nature Reserve on Friday 20th July and 

WTSWW’s (Brecknock) Cae Lyndon Nature Reserve on Saturday 21st July. 

The Bioblitz ‘Nature reserves are not enough!’ campaign has a scientific purpose. The 2018 results audit will be 

recorded to create a benchmark; this will help measure the rise and fall in numbers of different species in the future. 

Gilfach events 
For these events at Gilfach Nature Reserve please book by emailing barbara@rwtwales.org 

Click here for all of RWT’s events this summer. 

 Bumble & Solitary Bee Training. Saturday 23rd June 10am-4pm 

Learn more about the lives of these interesting bees with Janice Vincett at Gilfach Nature Reserve. Please 

bring a packed lunch. Meet at the old farmyard. 

 An introduction to Pollinators. Saturday 28th July 10am to 4pm 

An informal day of training at Gilfach about pollinators. Take part in the Big Butterfly Count and celebrate 

Wales Bee Day. Meet at the old farmyard. 

 Sedge Training for Beginners. Saturday 11th August 10am to 4pm. 

Learn to identify sedges at Gilfach with Margaret Howells from Aberystwyth University. Meet at the old 

farmyard.                                                 Barbara Brown, RWT 

https://www.bis.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/BISBrecon/app/100265896690345/
https://mailchi.mp/7ea3db8c2be6/sign-up-to-keep-receiving-bis-emails
http://www.bis.org.uk/diaryevent
https://www.facebook.com/pg/BISBrecon/events/?ref=page_internal
mailto:ben@bis.org.uk
https://www.chrispackham.co.uk/chris-packhams-uk-bioblitz-2018
mailto:barbara@rwtwales.org
http://www.rwtwales.org/sites/default/files/files/rwt-events-2018-final.pdf
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Events and links 
LERC Wales 

BIS events on the website 

BIS events on Facebook 

SEWBREC events 

WWBIC events 

COFNOD events 

 

Wildlife Trusts 

Wildlife Trust Wales (Brecknock)  

Radnorshire Wildlife Trust events 

Montgomery Wildlife Trust events 

National Trust Brecon Beacons 

 

 
 

Biodiversity Information Service 

Board of Directors 
Norman Lowe (BWT representative), Chairman 
Sue Furber, Vice-Chairman 
James Marsden (BBNPA) 
Bob Dennison 
John Wilson, Treasurer 
Keith Noble  
Andrew Lucas (NRW observer) 
Janet Imlach (BIS), Non-Director, Company Secretary 
 
Support Group 
Ken Perry (NRW), Chairman 
Bradley Welch (BBNPA) 
Steph Coates (WTSWW, Brecknock) 
Tammy Stretton (MWT) 
Darylle Hardy (RWT) 
Rachel Probert (PCC) 
 
Funding Partners 
Welsh Government 
Natural Resources Wales (NRW) 
Powys County Council (PCC) 
Brecon Beacons National Park Authority (BBNPA) 
South, North & Mid-Wales Trunk Road Agency (MWTRA) 
National Trust (NT) 
Dwr Cymru Welsh Water 

https://www.bis.org.uk/diaryevent
https://www.facebook.com/pg/BISBrecon/events/?ref=page_internal
http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/event/events-calendar/
http://www.wwbic.org.uk/news-events/
http://www.cofnod.org.uk/Calendar
https://www.welshwildlife.org/nature-reserves/brecknock/
http://www.rwtwales.org/whats-on
http://www.montwt.co.uk/whats-on
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/brecon-beacons

