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Welcome to the 2017 spring edition of the BIS newsletter. We’ve managed to cover a few of the kingdoms 
with articles on amphibian and reptile surveys, bee conservation, hare and rabbit numbers and some good-
old balsam bashing. Amidst this we’ve a new BIS team member to introduce, and can proudly announce 
the launch of our Facebook page! Thank you to the many who have inputted to this issue, we hope you all 
enjoy it. Please contact robyn@bis.org.uk for any questions, comments or ideas for the autumn letter’s 
content. 
 

Unit 4, 6 The Bulwark, Brecon, Powys, LD3 7LB 

01874 610881     info@bis.org.uk      www.bis.org.uk 

     Facebook: @BISBrecon 

 

mailto:robyn@bis.org.uk
mailto:info@bis.org.uk
http://www.bis.org.uk/
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BIS Catch Up 
 
I am very pleased to welcome to the BIS team, Robyn 
Silcock, our new Biodiversity Communications Officer. 
She will be working three days a week at BIS and will 
concentrate on promoting our work to the general 
public and as such, encourage wildlife recording. I am 
glad to pass on the editing of this newsletter to her, 
plus the facilitation of training events and recording 
days. She is also working on a new BIS Facebook page 
and other social media projects which we hope will 
reach a wider audience. Robyn will be attending some 
of the Brecknock and Radnorshire Wildlife Trust 
events over the summer (see p14) and we would like 
to work with other partners and community groups. 
 
The first training event at BIS this year was a moth ID 
and dissection workshop led by Norman Lowe, 
Brecknock County Moth Recorder. They were able to 
use the full facilities at BIS including stereo 
microscopes, a video microscope, plus tea and biscuits 
on tap. 

 
 
 
The new BIS staff position contributes to the remit of 
the Welsh LERCs to support and promote biological 
recording. This has previously been funded by Natural 
Resource Wales (NRW) as a core funding grant with 
Key Performance Indicators, but in the 2017/18 
financial year this will be funded through the Welsh 
Government (WG). We are in negotiation to provide 
biodiversity data services to NRW and hopefully an  

 
additional service agreement with WG. BIS continues 
to have funding agreements with Powys CC and BBNP, 
and national agreements through LERC Wales with 
the Trunk Road Agencies. BIS is also pleased to be in 
negotiation to have a service agreement with the local 
National Trust. 
 
Long-term support of our local funding partners 
allows BIS to develop its services to benefit all 
partners and data providers.  Work on Aderyn is now 
coming to fruition with the public and planning 
reporting being fully available. A Welsh translation 
has also been completed.  Steve is working on the 
partner access which will replace the Data Access 
Tool. To take the pressure off Steve, and to speed up 
development, BIS has commissioned a sub-contractor 
to work with Steve on the Aderyn commercial enquiry 
tool. This will allow LERCs to run automated enquiries 
and deliver through Aderyn and the Cofnod eMapper 
system (see BIS Newsletter 20, page 2). The second 
phase of this commercial development is for 
customers to be able to run the whole enquiry 
process on-line. 
 
These new functions of Aderyn will be demonstrated 
at a celebration event of 10 years since the formation 
of the network of the four Welsh LERCs. This is being 
facilitated by WWBIC and will be held on Friday 14th 
July at Halliwell Conference Centre, University of 
Wales, Carmarthen.  Key speakers are Dr. Jane 
Davidson, Pro Vice Chancellor for Sustainability and 
Engagement and Director of INSPIRE, University of 
Wales Trinity Saint David, and Ray Woods, Fungi and 
Lower Plant Specialist. This event will celebrate how 
the LERCs work together to combine and share a 
wealth of biodiversity data, and further explore the 
services we can provide. BIS also aims to run a 
Recorders’ event in autumn to demonstrate Aderyn 
and its new services. 
 
Janet Imlach, BIS Manager

  

Fig.1 Attendees at a moth ID and dissection workshop make use 
of our microscopes. Photo by Janet Imlach. 

 

http://www.lrcwales.org.uk/
https://naturalresources.wales/
https://naturalresources.wales/
http://gov.wales/
http://gov.wales/
http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/
http://aderyn.lercwales.org.uk/
http://dat.lercwales.org.uk/
http://dat.lercwales.org.uk/
http://www.cofnod.org.uk/Recording
http://www.bis.org.uk/upload/library/bis_newsletter_autumn_2015_1.pdf
http://www.wwbic.org.uk/
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 The Long Forest Project  

 
With support from the Heritage Lottery Fund, Keep 
Wales Tidy and The Woodland Trust are leading the 
development of the Long Forest Project in Wales. 
They aim to: 
 
• Help manage, improve & extend hedgerows, 
including garden boundaries 
• Improve awareness & understanding of hedgerows 
• Get people involved in caring for hedgerows & 
improve skills 
• Increase the knowledge of hedgerows through 
surveying & recording  
  
The network of hedgerows is vital for wildlife, 
connecting habitats, providing shelter for livestock, 
and reducing flooding, as well as being an integral 
part of landscape and cultural heritage. Working in 
four areas across Wales, the Long Forest project aims 
to improve the network of hedgerows in rural and 
urban areas, improve the understanding of their 
importance and ways to manage them, and provide 
training opportunities. The project will work with 
landowners to improve hedgerows by:  
 
 

 
 
 
• Providing packs of hedgerow plants through the 
Woodland Trust for gapping up existing hedges or 
creating new section of hedgerows or linear 
woodland, including fencing under certain conditions 
• Providing training and information days if required 
• Supporting management of hedgerows through 
volunteer activities and training days 
 
As the all-Wales Long Forest Project, we are 
interested in making a difference across the whole of 
Wales, but we are particularly interested in certain 
areas including Anglesey, Monmouthshire, 
Pembrokeshire, and areas in the North East of Wales. 
To find out if you are within the identified areas, or to 
get involved please contact: 
Shane Hughes, North Co-ordinator on 07766 007635 
shane.hughes@keepwalestidy.cymru or  
Hannah Wilcox Brooke, South Co-ordinator, on 07823 
400364 Hannah.Brooke@keepwalestidy.cymru  
 
Hannah Wilcox Brooke, Keep Wales Tidy 

Breconshire Dragonflies Report Summary 
(2016) 
 
The earliest sighting was of a Large Red damselfly, 
Pyrrhosoma nymphula, on 5th May at Sarnau Ponds 
north of Brecon. Here, Mike Tompkinson recorded 
first dates of eleven breeding species including Brown 
Hawker, Aeshna grandis, and two visitors. By mid-
month hundreds of Variable, Coenagrion pulchellum, 
and Common Blue, Enallagma cyathigerum, 
damselflies were out at Llangorse Lake. Two Hairy 
dragonflies, Brachytron pratense, were noted there 
on 31st and another on 12th June. At Brechfa Pool 
four male Black-tailed Skimmers, Orthetrum 
cancellatum, were present with many Common Blue 
in June, followed by breeding Common Darters, 
Sympetrum striolatum, from August into October. 
 
The Breconshire banks of the Wye have not received 
the attention given to the Radnorshire side, so a visit 
to The Warrren at Hay-on-Wye on 8th June was 
useful. Ten White-legged damselflies, Platycnemis 
pennipes, a species only previously recorded nearby in 

1992, were present with about fifty Banded 
Demoiselles, Calopteryx splendens. There are no 
Breconshire records of Common Clubtail, Gomphus 
vulgatissimus, which does occur across the river. 
 
One unproductive visit to Mynydd Illtyd was reported. 
Not far south of here Mark Waldron found five 
species in the Tarrell valley. At Ystradfawr, in one of 
BWT’s reserves, Chris Jones reported a Keeled 
Skimmer, Orthetrum coerulescens, and four other 
species. The highest count of Migrant Hawkers, 
Aeshna mixta, at Llangorse Lake was of 32 in late 
September. The last one was seen on 30th October, 
and on 3rd November Richard Knight, who had 
recorded eight species in the Llanwrthwl and Elan 
valley area, saw three Common Darters including a 
pair ovipositing.  
 
Keith Noble, Breconshire Dragonfly Recorder   

mailto:shane.hughes@keepwalestidy.cymru
mailto:Hannah.Brooke@keepwalestidy.cymru
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Records Wanted For Amphibians And 
Reptiles In Powys 
 

 
 
 
 
The 2017 amphibian and reptile survey season started with the Brecknock & Radnorshire Amphibian and Reptile 
Group (BRARG) and Freshwater Habitats Trust holding an Amphibian Evening at Penlan Ponds in Brecon. The evening 
focussed on the identification of amphibians. A selection of amphibians were on show for attendees, including 
newts, newt eggs, toad spawn and frog and toad tadpoles. The indoor session was followed by a demonstration of 
how to conduct a torch survey to search for newts, and to the delight of everyone several Great Crested newts, 
Triturus cristatus, were spotted, including a couple of spectacular males with jagged crests and white tail stripes. 
 
BRARG undertake and assist with several amphibian surveys in the counties of Brecknock and Radnorshire, and we 
have a short annual meeting usually in February or March. If you are interested in joining BRARG please contact Bev 
Lewis at Brecknock Wildlife Trust blewis@brecknockwildlifetrust.org.uk 
 
As county recorder for Brecknock and Radnorshire I am keen to receive records for new sites and also updated 
records for amphibians and reptiles for previously known sites. The peak months for recording amphibians and 
reptiles are April to September, so when you’re out and about, if you see an amphibian or reptile, please do send in 
your record. Amphibian and Reptile Conservation’s website has some great free identification guides for amphibians 
http://www.arguk.org/info-advice/id-guides/85-amphibian-identification-guide/file and reptiles 
http://www.narrs.org.uk/documents/ARC%20reptile%20ID%20Guide.pdf  
 
Hannah Shaw, People Ponds and Water Welsh Project Officer, Freshwater Habitats Trust 

BIS’ New Additions 
 
Robyn has worked for a number of charities where she has used her teaching and 
conservation qualifications to promote the benefits of the natural world and ways to 
engage with it. She recently finished a project that took her to Madagascar, a country 
where around 80% of the species are endemic and highly endangered. At a more local 
level, Robyn volunteered for ‘Hedgehog Street’ and helps teach children about the 
importance of wetlands at WWT. 
 
“Having grown up in Llangattock, it’s a pleasure to be part of a team so critical to local conservation. I’m looking 
forward to meeting all our recorders and supporters, and the challenge of inspiring new ones. We’re in the process 
of creating our Facebook page! Please log on to Facebook, find @BISBrecon and ‘like’ or follow us. 

 

Fig.2 Attendees examine different amphibians and learn 
how to identify them. Photo from Hannah Shaw. 

 

Fig.3 Attendees are lucky enough to catch a Great 
Crested newt. Photo from Hannah Shaw. 

 

mailto:blewis@brecknockwildlifetrust.org.uk
http://www.arguk.org/info-advice/id-guides/85-amphibian-identification-guide/file
http://www.narrs.org.uk/documents/ARC%20reptile%20ID%20Guide.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/BISBrecon/
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First Record Of Bonaparte's Gull  
 

 
 
 
“As I walked across the first field from the car park at Llangasty I noticed a single pale bird in twisting and dipping 
flight just above the surface of the lake. Its general appearance resembled an adult Black-headed hull in winter 
plumage but I thought its actions more like a tern. I took a series of photos before it settled distantly behind the 
Point. The pictures showed a fine black bill, light red legs and a pale underwing, details which confirmed its identity 
as Bonaparte's gull: a bird named not after Napoleon, but in honour of his nephew, the eminent naturalist Charles 
Lucien Bonaparte. 
 
Back at home I contacted Brecknock Bird Recorder Andrew King and entered the sighting on Brecknockbirds website.  
When I returned to Llangasty in the afternoon the gull was standing on a rock by the Point picking off insects as they 
flew past. With Andrew and Steve and Sue Wilce, I watched it enjoying these easy pickings, sometimes swimming 
closer but only rarely spreading its wings. It remained until the evening but could not be found the next day.” 
Bonaparte’s gulls are one of the smaller North American species who winter to the south. During breeding season, 
adults develop a smoky-black hood to attract a mate with whom they build a nest, unusually for a gull, in a tree. 
During this time, both sexes will take it in turn to hunt primarily for insects. Once their short breeding season is over, 
Bonaparte’s gulls become more gregarious and form larger flocks that show more typical gull feeding behaviours as 
they search for small fish and crustaceans. 
 
There are more than 200 records for Great Britain, but the previous few in Wales have all been on the coast.  
 

No April Fools  
 
This beautiful image was one of several captured by Dick Eastwood from his pond 
in early April, when the first damselflies begin to emerge.  
 
“I watched this Large Red Damselfly on Sunday 9th April, in bright sunlight and a 
temperature of around 20 degrees Celsius. Another 13 emerged over the next few 
days. I spotted one larva making its way across the vegetation on the water’s 
surface in search of something to climb up. It was most fussy, and spent 10 
minutes making its way up, down and sideways on the rush stems.”  
 
The fascinating life cycles of Odonata are a wonderful hook for new naturalists, so 
do take advantage of this time of year and take some friends to visit a pond 
near you. Try to spot exuviae left sticking to water plants and be sure to explain 
this order’s carnivorous ways as both larvae and adult. In my experience, it’s 
something people find hard to believe! 

 
 

Fig.4 Bonaparte’s Gull, Larus philadelphiaat at Llangorse Lake on 7th April. Photos by Keith Noble. 
 

Fig.5 A Large Red damselfly dries 
above its shed nymph skin. Photo by 

Dick Eastwood. 
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Powys Biodiversity 
Partnership Update 

 
Over the last year the partnership has grown and includes members 
from Powys CC, Biodiversity Information Service (BIS), the three 
Powys Wildlife Trusts, Natural Resources Wales, Wales Biodiversity 
Partnership, Severn Rivers Trust, FWAG Cymru, Pont, National Trust, Wye & Usk Project, and the Woodland Trust. 
The main focus has been the funded project to review the Powys Local Biodiversity Action Plan undertaken by 
Environment Systems Ltd. The new plan will be called the Powys Nature Recovery Action Plan (PNRAP) which is 
structured into several parts: 
 

 Part 1 presents the General Action Plans (GAPs) and includes an introduction, background to the first edition 
of the LBAP and a summary review of policy and legislation to date pertinent to the PNRAP; an introduction 
to landscape scale approach, details of the methods used in preparation of the PNRAP, data and data 
management, and recommendations. 

 Part 2 presents Habitat Action Plans (HAPs) and includes the following habitat/ ecosystem types: Woodland, 
Freshwaters, Wetlands, Grassland, Uplands, Linear Habitats, Scrub & Fridd, Brownfield & Urban. 

 Part 3 presents Species Action Plans (SAPs) which include amphibians, reptiles and bats. 

 Part 4 provides a full copy of the maps and models used to support the HAPs and SAPs. The maps are stand 
alone and can be used for supporting decision making for on the ground action, and can be read in 
conjunction with the PNRAP to provide additional background information for detailed project planning. 

 
BIS has uploaded information on the methodology of the PNRAP and copies of the biodiversity opportunity maps to 
its web library. Unfortunately there was limited time to review the plans before the end of the funded project in 
March, but they will shortly be available for the Partnership to review and sign off. They can then be made public 
and published on PCC and BIS websites. 
 
The next Partnership is meeting 5th July 2017. Janet Imlach and Julian Jones have stepped down as Secretariat and 
Chairman respectively, but it has been agreed that for now, these will be rolling positions to change at each meeting. 
The good news is that PCC have funding again from the Welsh Government Single Revenue Grant. This is for a 
Project Officer under a short, fixed-term contract and will be linked to the Local Authority’s remit in delivering the 
Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015. There will be limited scope for the co-ordination of the 
Biodiversity Partnership, but we hope that they can oversee this final review of the PNRAP so that it can be made 
public and provide a useful tool to the partners. 
 
Janet Imlach on behalf of Powys Biodiversity Partnership 
 

Toad-tal Massacre  
 
How foxes, Vulpes vulpes, behave when they break into a 
chicken coop is well documented, but did you know otters, Lutra 
lutra, show a similar tendency during toad breeding season? At a 
couple of sites in the BBNP, many toad corpses have been found 
near reservoirs, but only a few show signs of predation for food. 
Interestingly, frogs do not seem to be at risk of this unselective 
attack, however the non-native Signal crayfish, Pacifastacus 
leniusculus, seem also to be targeted, so maybe this 
indiscriminate approach is not such a bad thing?! 

Fig.6 Photo from wildlifetrusts.org 

http://www.bis.org.uk/library?keyword=&item_type=9
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Discovery Awaits In The Twilight: Take Part In 
The National Bat Monitoring Programme 

 
Bat numbers in the UK have declined dramatically 
over the last century. You can help to monitor how 
the UK's bats are currently faring by taking part in the 
Bat Conservation Trust’s National Bat Monitoring 
Programme surveys which involve observing these 
fascinating mammals in your local area. Anyone can 
take part, from beginners to experts. From simple bat 
spotting surveys to bat detector surveys and counts at 
roosts, there is something for volunteers of all 
experience levels to get out and enjoy. The data our 
volunteers collect are used to help monitor the health 
of our environment, inform policy and improve the 
conservation of bats. 
 
As well as being of great value to bat conservation, 
the surveys are fun and rewarding to carry out. The 
Sunset/Sunrise Survey is the simplest and is therefore 
a good starter survey for people with no previous 
experience. More experienced surveyors also take 
part in this survey as it is a good way of locating roosts 
in an area. No bat detector is needed, but if you have 
one then it’s good to take it along to help you detect 
bats.  
 

 
 
 
If you have experience using a bat detector then you 
can put your skills to good use by taking part in the 
Waterway Survey or the Field Survey, both of which 
involve surveying target species along mapped survey 
routes. If you know of a roost you can count then you 
can take part in the Roost Count which involves 
counting bats out of the roost as they emerge at dusk. 
The Hibernation Survey collects data from licensed 
surveyors who carry out winter counts of bats in their 
hibernacula. 

 

 
 
 
 
We run introductory bat detector workshops which 
include a classroom session on bat species call 
identification, followed by an evening practical 
session in the field. Online training is also available for 
anyone wanting to brush up on their survey skills or 
learn new ones. As a member of the NBMP volunteer 
network you will gain access to the Bat Sound Library, 
where you can find audio clips from the UK’s bat 
species, helping you to identify them in the field. The 
records volunteers provide enable us to produce 
species population trends and therefore play a 
valuable part in revealing how our bat populations are 
faring. Records from the NBMP are also shared with 
local bat groups and Local Environmental Record 
Centres to help inform local conservation. The sense 
of exploration and finding out where bats occur in 
your local area and which species might be present is 
a highly rewarding experience. Bat survey volunteers 
are also rewarded with sightings of other crepuscular 
animals such as foxes, badgers, owls and stag beetles, 
to name a few. 
 
Information is needed from all areas and habitats. 
From urban areas to woodlands, the variety of spaces 
you could potentially explore is vast. You can also 
share the adventure and excitement with your friends 
and family and bring them along to assist with your 
surveys. If you want to start your journey as a NBMP 
volunteer follow the link above, and we’ll be happy to 
guide you along your way. 
 
Chloe-Lea Longden, National Bat Monitoring 
Programme 

Fig.7 Brown long-eared bat. Photo by Hugh Clark. 

Fig.8 Attendees use bat detectors…and a dog. 
Photo by Anne Youngman. 

 

http://www.bats.org.uk/pages/nbmp.html
http://www.bats.org.uk/pages/nbmp.html
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Where The Wild Things 
Are 
 
From mystical ancient woodlands to quiet churchyards and 
bustling flower-rich roadsides; and from field-bordering 
hedgerows to tiny copses, the UK enjoys special, often 
unnoticed wild places where nature thrives. Whether they 
are in the depths of the countryside or nestled in busy 
towns and cities, Local Wildlife Sites (LWS) are the most 
important places for nature outside of protected areas such 
as Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). 
 
Powys’ LWS are truly exceptional areas of land, vital for both 
wildlife and people. However, despite being part of the 
planning system, these sites and the services they provide to 
the local community (e.g. access, tourism, health and well-
being) are under threat like never before. 
 
This project aims to tackle this threat by giving the people of 
Powys a reason to leave their living rooms and step into a 
whole new world “Where the Wild Things Are…”, often just 
round the corner or down the street. Working across Powys, 
Montgomeryshire, Radnorshire and Brecknock, Wildlife 
Trusts (WTs) will: 
 
• Overhaul the existing system by which Powys’ LWS are 
assessed & selected to ensure the process is easily workable 
& fully embedded within the planning system into the future 
• Build a legacy of supportive community ownership & 
engagement with LWS by providing people with 
volunteering opportunities which will improve their local 
area for the benefit of people and wildlife 
• Develop & implement LWS survey & sustainable land 
management methodologies suitable for landowners, 
farmers, & volunteers 
• Support enhanced access to existing & future LWS to 
ensure maximum health & well-being gains for locals 
• ‘Value’ the role that the LWS network plays in the health & 
well-being of our social & ecological communities 
 
This summer the WT’s will be carrying out surveys on 
existing and potential LWS, and running events for 
landowners and local communities. If you would like to find 
out more, are the owner of a LWS in Powys, or if you think 
your land may qualify, Tammy Stretton, Project Coordinator, 
would love to hear from you. Email tammy@montwt.co.uk 
or call 01938 555654. 
 
Tammy Stretton, Montgomeryshire Wildlife Trust 
 
 

Let’s Put The Buzz 
Back Into Brecon 
 
We are encouraging people to get involved in 
discussing ‘Bee Friendly Brecon’ in an attempt to 
redress the balance of declining numbers of bees. 
The scheme would see ‘Bee Friendly’ events, 
activities and projects taking place around the 
Brecon area. 
 
In September 2016, the Welsh Government 
launched a new nationwide scheme for towns, 
communities, schools, businesses, universities, 
public bodies and places of worship to encourage 
action to help and protect pollinators under the 
title ‘Bee Friendly / Caru Gwenyn’. 
 
Why not get together with other like-minded 
individuals, business and organisations in your 
community to make ‘Bee Friendly Brecon’? Let’s 
have some fun, get active, and do more to protect 
bees locally and get Brecon buzzing! Follow us on 
Facebook (facebook.com/PLANBrecon) and 
Twitter (twitter.com/PLANBrecon). 
 
John Powell, PLAN Brecon 
 

 

 

Fig.9 Bluebell wood. Photo by Tammy Stretton. 
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Are Hares More Common Than Rabbits? 

 

 
 
 
If you look at a Wales distribution map for each 
species, then the answer is yes! However, is this really 
true?! The answer is obviously ‘no’, so what’s going 
on here? The answer is recorder effort. Everyone 
deems rabbits, Oryctolagus cuniculus, to be common 
and they are therefore rarely recorded. In contrast, 
seeing a hare, Lepus spp., is special (in Wales, 
anyway!), so people are much more likely to tell 
someone about it.  
 
You could argue that there is no need to record the 
common species, so let me ask you this… does the 
status of all our wildlife never change? Does the once 
common, always remain so? History shows us 
otherwise. 
 
In the case of the poor, overlooked rabbit, it may not 
be native (neither is the Brown hare, Lepus 
europaeus, by the way!), but it is now a very 
important prey species, as well as a crucial grazer in 
some habitats. The loss of rabbits would lead to big 
changes in the British countryside. 
 
Let me give you a well-known example of why lack of 
recording can be bad for common species. If you are 
older than about 50, you are likely to remember a 
time when Water voles, Arvicola amphibious, were 
very common; the characteristic ‘plop’ regularly heard 
on many a waterway. Then between 1989 and 1998, 
the population fell by almost 90 per cent. This 
dramatic decline went largely unnoticed until it was 
almost too late, as Water voles were common. 

 
 
 
So, let’s learn from our mistakes! It is now easier than 
ever to record the wildlife you see. Lists of species 
noted on paper can still be shared with Vice County 
Recorders, wildlife trusts or your local record centre 
(LERC). However, my preferred method is the use of 
apps. These clever little programmes on your 
smartphone or tablet allow the quick recording of the 
wildlife you see, and immediate transfer to where 
that data is needed. My favourite two apps are 
‘Mammal Tracker’ and ‘iRecord’. Both these apps 
work with iRecord, so you can see your records on 
your account online, but crucially, so can the relevant 
Vice County Recorders and LERCs. You can submit 
records of mammals with both these apps, but 
‘Mammal Tracker’ has the added benefit of an inbuilt 
‘field guide’ to help you identify your beastie. 
Whichever is used, the phone’s GPS, camera and 
internet connection make the recording very quick 
and easy. 
 
However you like to report your sightings, please do! 
In Montgomeryshire, in particular, we really need 
more mammal recorders, especially in the western 
and more mountainous areas. I would be delighted to 
help anyone get started or provide advice on the use 
of apps (even if not related to mammals!); email 
tammy.stretton@outlook.com or give me a call via 
Montgomeryshire Wildlife Trust on 01938 555654. 
 
Tammy Stretton, Montgomeryshire Mammal 
Recorder

 
 

Key 
 
Square’s colour in order 
of increasing abundance: 
 
Blue  
Green 
Yellow 
Orange 
Red 

Fig.10 Distribution of rabbits (left) and brown hare (right) in Wales. Data and maps courtesy of LERC Wales. 
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Blue Damselflies In Breconshire
 
I found and photographed my first damselfly of this 
year on Tuesday 25th April in the second field from 
the Llangasty car park at Llangorse Lake. 
 

 
 
 
 
Blue damselflies come in two forms, a dark one and 
this blue one. Key features in identifying them are the 
markings on the thorax, and on abdomen segments 
(S) 2 and 8-10. Looking at the side view of this one you 
can see the short S1 behind the thorax, patterned S2,  

 
and blue points into the black of S3-7. There is a mark 
rather like a crown on S8. 
 
We have three Blue damselflies in Breconshire. The 
Common Blue, Enallagma cyathigerum, which should 
be out very soon, has broader stripes on top of the 
thorax and no 'spur' mark on the side. Female 
Variable and Azure, Coenagrion puella, have narrow 
stripes and a spur. To determine Variable, books tell 
you to look for the three-lobed shape of the 
pronotum, the section between the head and thorax. 
Unless you catch the damsel, this can be hard to see, 
even if you enlarge a good photo. On these pictures, 
the greater amount of blue on S3-7 and the pattern 
on S8 point to the Variable rather than the Azure. 
Fortunately males are rather easier to separate. If you 
don't have a field guide, you can check the details on 
the BDS website (note; newly emerged damselflies 
look pink or grey before they gain their adult colours). 
 
Looking back through my notebooks from 2010, I see 
that this sighting is earlier than in previous years 
except for 2011 when I saw the first Variables on 18th 
April and a few thousand with some Common Blue, 
Azure and Blue-tailed at Llangasty on 25th. In most 
years, the first damselfly to appear has been Large 
Red, and the ‘recent sightings’ section on the BDS 
website shows records from many counties already. 
The first Common Clubtail exuvia was found on the 
Thames at Caversham, Reading on 22nd April. 
 
I hope that some of you will take part in the Common 
Clubtail Count 2017. This distinctive dragonfly occurs 
on just a few rivers including the Wye, and is the 
subject of a special survey starting in May. You can 
find out more and volunteer to help at www.british-
dragonflies.org.uk/node/7138. 
 
Keith Noble, Breconshire Dragonfly Recorder 

 
We’re Looking For Outstanding Recorders… 

 
The National Biodiversity Network (NBN) is accepting nominations for the 2017 UK awards to celebrate biological 
recording and information sharing. There are six categories to include youth, adult and newcomer audiences. 
Winners will be announced at a special ceremony during the National Biodiversity Network’s annual conference in 
November. Nominations close on 31 July, so get voting! 

Fig.11 A female Variable damselfly, Coenagrion 
pulchellum. Photos by Keith Noble. 

http://www.british-dragonflies.org.uk/
https://nbn.org.uk/news/nominations-opened-2017-uk-awards-biological-recording-information-sharing/
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Tick Surveillance Scheme 

 
Public Health England have set up a Tick Surveillance 
Scheme (TSS), the only one that records tick 
distributions on a national scale. They ask you send 
them the tick, securely packaged!, accompanied by 
the date and location of collection, and the host from 
which the tick was removed. If you include your email, 
TSS will notify you with the results of the 
identification. 
 
Nicky Davies, Ecologist at the Brecon Beacons 
National Park Authority, says, “It’s quite an important 
time of year for ticks, they start to emerge as the 
weather warms up. As TSS have very few tick records 
for the National Park region, it would be useful to 
collect more so that we know where the hotspots are, 
and if they’re having an impact on humans, wildlife, 
livestock or pets.” 
 
 

 
 
 
Nicky has praised the speed and process with which 
TSS have returned results to her. Visit this page for 
more information on how to take part and for the 
recording form. 

PLAN Brecon 

 
PLAN Brecon is a community group that was set up in Brecon in 2013. We aim to bring together People, Land, Action 
and Nature to improve our community around Brecon. Hence, PLAN Brecon. Our volunteers have been involved in a 
number of local projects and events: 
 

 Brecon promenade Contributing towards regeneration of the Promenade area, we tidied up weeds and 

vegetation and planted sensory plants around seating areas. We hope to plant fruit and nut trees, fruit 

bushes and create raised vegetable beds. We recently held ‘PromFest’, a successful free community festival 

at The Promenade. 

 Maendu well Helped clear the ponds, remove litter, vegetation and old fencing, planted an edible hedge and 

built some seating from the old fence. 

 Spring seed swap shop Shared and swapped seeds, seedlings and trees, and swapped clothes and toys at 

The Old Museum in Brecon. We plan to set up a Seed Bank. 

 Brecon canal lime kilns Assisted in the process of clearing vegetation and litter, and re-pointed the stone 

work of these historic lime kilns. 

 Newmarch park Planted an avenue of fruit trees. 

 Litter picking Carry out regular litter picking around the Brecon area and river. 

 Apple trees Planting and maintaining apple trees in several areas, and organising juicing events. 

 Local history Researching and promoting local history and preserving items of historical interest. 

 Local events Organise and promote local events and liaise with organisations that have similar aims to 

ourselves supporting community development. 

 Community Supported Agriculture Project We are currently investigating setting up a ‘veg box scheme’. 

If you would like to know more, please do not hesitate to contact PLAN Brecon. Follow us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/PLANBrecon) and Twitter (twitter.com/PLANBrecon). 
 
John Powell, PLAN Brecon 

Fig.12 Photograph from gov.co.uk 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/tick-surveillance-scheme
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Himalayan Balsam At  
Llanthony 
 
The beautiful Llanthony has an invader! It’s taking 
over footpaths and streams and threatening to 
change the landscape forever. This intruder is 
Himalayan balsam, Impatiens glandulifera, a large 
plant that is outcompeting many others and 
threatening the survival of our native plants. 
 
Cwm Bwchel is a pretty footpath leading up the 
stream from Llanthony towards the top of Bal Bach. It 
is narrow, and fairly steep, but offers outstanding 
views across to the Hatterall Ridge and into the valley 
where Llanthony Priory proudly sits, dominating the 
lush, green valley bottom. As you follow the footpath 
upstream, you will notice Himalayan balsam, with its 
serrated, red-tinged leaves and bell-shaped pink 
flowers in abundance, either side of the path.  
 
Himalayan balsam is a very successful plant. It can 
colonise shallow, water-logged and nutrient poor 
soils. Shallow roots allow more energy to be targeted 
towards the production of stem, foliage and flowers. 
They are annual plants and spread via seed 
distribution. A mature plant’s seed pods explode and 
can disseminate their 600-800 seeds up to 7 metres 
away from the parent plant. A long flowering season 
and highly accelerated growth rate allows Himalayan 
Balsam to quickly outgrow nearby plants and shade 
them out. It provides a good nectar source and is a 
rich source of pollen, distracting bees and other 
pollinating insects away from our native plant species.  
 
On a sunny day in March, wardens and volunteers 
took a walk up Cwm Bwchel to discuss control and 
eradication of this plant in a sustainable way that 
would benefit nature, wildlife and the landscape. 
Discussions were held and the various means of 
management considered, including the need to take 
the catchment approach – working from the upstream 
limits downwards, to prevent further spread. 
 
Spraying with herbicide was suggested, but areas that 
had previously been treated in this way showed 
Himalayan balsam growing back in profusion on the 
bare soil. Several years’ worth of Himalayan Balsam 
seeds, viable for up to three years, lie dormant and 
waiting to germinate. They are only encouraged when 
you remove the competition through unselective 
herbicide application. Furthermore, this technique 
was deemed inappropriate due to this location’s 

proximity to the watercourse and the potentially 
disastrous consequences of run-off to freshwater life. 
 
Another method considered was to pull the plants up 
before they go over to seed. Although this method 
can be used for scattered plants, it is extremely labour 
intensive in areas where the plant is growing in 
profusion over large areas. It is also an inappropriate 
method due to the soil becoming disturbed when the 
roots are pulled up. This causes soil erosion and 
instability resulting in large amounts of soil being 
washed downhill during periods of heavy rainfall, with 
the watercourses becoming silted up and valuable 
freshwater ecosystems becoming smothered. 

 
 
Finally, we discussed cutting and strimming. Although 
this can be labour intensive and requires follow-up 
visits, it is probably the favoured method for this site 
as it suppresses the growth period and prevents it 
from maturing through to the seeding stage. Due to 
the steep and narrow nature of the footpath, it would 
be difficult to carry large cutting machinery up the hill 
and so long handled scythes will be the most effective 
and lightweight option for this site. 
 
A team of dedicated upland path conservation 
volunteers will be assisting BBNPA staff in tackling the 
Himalayan balsam. We’ll start along the path initially, 
then spread out from the core areas, in an attempt to 
reduce its distribution in this discrete area, and give 
our native wildlife a chance to thrive again. In 
addition, the removal of this gigantic plant will once 
again open up views across the beautiful and historic 
landscape for walkers. The path will hopefully become 
wider, soil become more stable and the banks will 
once again be covered in traditional moorland 
vegetation, all thanks to our volunteers. 
 
Nicky Davies, Ecologist, Brecon Beacons National Park 
Authority. 

Fig.13 Photograph from www.wildlifetrusts.org 
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Recorder Of The Season! 
 

Get to know your fellow recorders in this new feature. Many thanks to Bob Dennison, a BIS Director and 
County Dragonfly Recorder, for agreeing to be our first interviewee.  
 
What first got you interested in wildlife recording? 
In the summer of 1988, I constructed a large garden 
pond. Literally within hours of turning on the water to 
fill the pond, the first dragonfly - later identified as a 
male Broad bodied chaser - appeared from nowhere 
at the water's edge. The following spring, we 
witnessed a strange, wet mud-covered insect crawl 
out of the pond, across the patio and up the wall of 
the house. An hour or two later, the ugly critter 
emerged as a beautiful adult dragonfly. This was the 
piece of magic that got me interested in Odonata 
recording. 
  
Favourite place (to see something special, or just to 
sit and ‘be at one’ with nature)? 
In truth, I don't need to go very far to be in such a 
place. As soon as I've stepped outside my house, I'm 
in a very private garden containing the pond, 
hedgerows, trees and shrubs - even a patch of lawn 
which becomes a wildflower meadow for a few 
months. The sheer variety of wildlife and its dynamic 
nature - from day to day and around the seasons - 
makes it a special place to just sit and be at one with 
nature! 
  
If you were reincarnated, what species would you 
come back as?! 
How about Pine Marten? I'm going to have quite a 
few people looking out for my welfare while I spend 
the next few years, spreading far and wide around 
beautiful Central Wales, climbing trees and generally 
having fun - whilst at the same time seeing off my 
share of Grey Squirrels. 
  

 
 
 
‘The one that got away’? 
The bucket list for Wales used to include Red Squirrel, 
Chough, Southern Damselfly, Osprey, Downy Emerald, 
Black Grouse, Hairy Dragonfly and Waxwing. As 
regards anything outstanding from my bucket list, I'd 
have to refer you to my previous answer - I'd still like 
to see my first Welsh Pine Marten! 
  
Top tip when recording? 
Share your information - preferably with your Local 
Environmental Records Centre - that's the way for 
your records to realise their true value. 
  
If you had a super power, what would it be? 
The aerobatic flight capability of a Southern Hawker 
Dragonfly. 
  
Contact details: rd19366@gmail.com

 

Fig.14 Bob shows Ray Mears a Common hawker dragonfly at 
Nannerth pools near Rhayader. 
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BIS/Partnership Events 
 

Click on image for more information or visit our website for these and other events.  
 

 

31st May 

Family fun day with Brecon Wildlife Trust 

Location: Craig Y Nos, Swansea 

 

 

8th June  

Rare orchid and butterfly survey with Brecon Wildlife Trust 

Location: Vicarage Meadows 

 

 

10th June  

Wildlife walks and bug hunt with Brecon Wildlife Trust 

Location: Llangattock Church 

 

 

 10th June  

 Wales Wide Wildlife Watch with all LERCs Wales 

 Location: All over Wales 

 

 

29th June 

Pollinator training day by BIS 

Location: BIS offices, Brecon 

 

 

4th July  

Colliery spoil habitats by BIS, TBC 

Location: Craig Y Nos, Swansea 

 

 

Thanks to Wales Biodiversity Partnership for sponsoring the BIS training events this summer. 

 

http://www.bis.org.uk/
http://www.bis.org.uk/diaryevent/224
http://www.brecknockwildlifetrust.org.uk/events/2017/06/08/rare-species-hunt-north-brecknock?instance=0
http://www.brecknockwildlifetrust.org.uk/events/2017/05/31/geopark-family-event?instance=0
http://www.bis.org.uk/diaryevent/224
http://www.bis.org.uk/diaryevent/226
http://www.bis.org.uk/diaryevent/225
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Useful Links 
LERC Wales 

http://www.bis.org.uk/ 

http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/news.page 

http://www.wwbic.org.uk/news-events/ 

http://www.cofnod.org.uk/Calendar 

 

Wildlife Trusts 

 http://www.brecknockwildlifetrust.org.uk/events.html

http://www.rwtwales.org/whats-on  

http://www.montwt.co.uk/whats-on 

 

 
 

Biodiversity Information Service 
Board of Directors 
Norman Lowe (BWT representative), Chairman 
Sue Furber, Vice-Chairman 
Ian J.S. Rowat (BBNPA) 
Bob Dennison 
John Wilson, Treasurer 
Keith Noble  
Andrew Lucas (NRW observer) 
Janet Imlach (BIS), Non-Director, Company Secretary 
 
Support Group 
Ken Perry (NRW), Chairman 
Bradley Welch (BBNPA) 
Steph Coates (BWT) 
Tammy Stretton (MWT) 
Darylle Hardy (RWT) 
Rachel Probert (PCC) 
 
Funding Partners 
Natural Resources Wales (NRW) 
Powys County Council (PCC) 
Brecon Beacons National Park Authority (BBNPA) 
South, North & Mid-Wales Trunk Road Agency (MWTRA) 

http://www.bis.org.uk/
http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/news.page
http://www.wwbic.org.uk/news-events/
http://www.cofnod.org.uk/Calendar
http://www.brecknockwildlifetrust.org.uk/events.html
http://www.rwtwales.org/whats-on
http://www.montwt.co.uk/whats-on

