
1 

Recorders’ Newsletter 
Issue 28 – Autumn 2019 

Welcome to our seasonal round-up of biological recording news in the BIS area. 

BIS Catch Up 2 to 4 

Autumn Beetle Hunt 5 

LERCing Around in the App Data  6 & 7 

Two New Moth Species for Radnorshire 8 

More Firsts at the BPGS AGM 9 

BSBI Atlas Round-up 10 & 11 

An INNS update on the Invaders 12 & 13 

Breconshire Dragonflies  14 

Butterflies in Radnorshire 15 

Recorder of the Season—Janice Vincett 16 

Aculeates of Allt Rhongyr 17 

Notable Butterflies of Montgomeryshire 18 

Noteworthy Common Darters 19 

The Grouse, The Nightjar and the…………... 20 & 21 

BIS Event Round up  22 & 23 

Who are the INCC? 24 

WOS Conference 2019  25 

Useful Links 26 
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BIS Catch-up 

Firstly, I would like to say a big thank you to Steve who left BIS in October for personal reasons. He will be 

greatly missed at BIS and by other staff in the Welsh LERCS, for all the support he gave. Steve has been with BIS 

for 8 years and I thought I would look back at how BIS has progressed because of all the IT development he has 

done for us and LERC Wales. 

Steve’s first task in 2012 was to upgrade the network and systems which had evolved on a limited budget over 

the last 10 years. This development ensured a secure environment for data gathered and through improved 

server power, provided the means for further development of improved access to data held by BIS. I had always 

wanted that the public could access BIS data through the website and this was made possible through 

development of the Data Access Tool (DAT). The public could then search for summary information on species 

records within a 1km square or look at a species distribution map of records within Wales. By 2013 the DAT had 

developed to allow access to BIS data by partners and the recorders.  

Steve then went on to develop the new BIS website which was launched in 2014. It made navigation to main 

features clearer and enabled users and customers to find information and services much quicker. It included 

the public DAT and the BIS on-line Wildlife Recording Database (WiReD) This website template was then 

available to develop websites for other recording organisations such as the Brecknock Moth website which has 

been a very successful tool for that group. 

Although the DAT was successful for BIS partners it was felt that a new system could be developed that would 

be available to LERC Wales partners and have improved functionality. Thanks to Steve’s development of the 

‘merged database’ with the other welsh LERCs in 2014, he was able to start work on Aderyn (Biodiversity 

Information Reporting Database). This was his main project to this day and has proved so successful in 

providing an automated planning and commercial reporting system for not only BIS but SEWBReC and WWBIC. 

It provides full access to LERC Wales data for local and national partners plus county recorders and the Wildlife 

Trusts. It has put LERC Wales way ahead of other UK LERCs technically, and its importance is reflected in that 

LERC Wales now has a joint Aderyn developer in John Robinson who will carry on the development and 

maintenance. 

BIS data analysis 

One of the last projects Steve was able to do was to add the Data Holdings tool to the BIS website. Clicking on 

this tool leads you to an Aderyn page showing analysis of the species 

records in the BIS area by Vice-county, Local Authority or taxon group 

(See Figure 1). The total number of records in the BIS area is 2,580,922 

(18/10/19) which includes records held by adjacent LERCs. Top taxa 

are Vascular plants (38.9%) followed by Insects (33.6%). Clicking on 

the taxon group in the legend breaks the super-group down further 

(Figure 2). The Invertebrate Insect group breaks down into 20 different 

taxon groups and it is seen that moth records form 73% (632,798 

records), followed by butterflies at 10%.  Below this pie chart is a 

graph showing the breakdown of records per year since 1970 and 

numbers verified or unverified (See Figure 3). In the case of insects, a 

high proportion are verified, and this is probably due to the fact that 

moth records are well managed by the 3 main VC recorders in Powys 

and verified before being sent to BIS. 

By Janet Imlach, BIS Manager 

https://aderyn.lercwales.org.uk/analysis/lerc_area/1
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Figure 1 Breakdown of species records by super-group, within BIS area 18/10/2019 

Figure 2 Breakdown of insect records within BIS area 18/10/19 



4 

Verification 

The graph above provides an easy way to identify levels of verification within taxon groups. This has greatly 
improved over the last 10 years partly because BIS has developed ways for county recorders to access the 
records we hold through the DAT and then Aderyn as described above. As yet only 7 recorders from BIS area 
have registered for Aderyn. Alternatively, we can provide downloads on a regular basis from Aderyn if 
requested. BIS now enters a lot of casual records on-line through WiReD which allows registered experts to 
verify them online through iRecord. In May 2014 Phil Morgan wrote an article in the BIS newsletter explaining 
how useful this is. I would encourage county recorders to sign up as it will give them access to a lot more 
records in their area plus improve quality of BIS data. In the future I would like an easier BIS on-line system to 
verify BIS records but until then Aderyn is the best way. If you would like any help or training to use Aderyn and 
iRecord verification, please contact BIS at info@bis.org.uk 

Figure 3 Comparison of Insect records held in BIS area by date and verification level (18/10/2019) 

Steve’s farewell lunch at the Honey Café, Bronllys 

http://record.bis.org.uk/
http://www.bis.org.uk/storage/library/BIS%20Newsl.%20Spring%202014.pdf
mailto:info@bis.org.uk
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The Autumn Beetle Hunt 
Oil beetles are under threat and we need your help in recording oil beetles in Wales. Buglife Cymru are asking 

people to keep a look out for oil beetles when they are out and about this autumn and winter, during which 

period Wales’ rarest oil beetle - the Rugged oil beetle (Meloe rugosus) - is active.  

Bizarre lifecycle  

Rugged oil beetles are primarily nocturnal and the 

adults can be active between late September and 

early April in grasslands on chalk, limestone and 

sandy soils. All known Welsh and UK sites are in 

calcareous areas. The best way to find them is to 

search by torchlight in suitable calcareous grassland 

sites from dusk onwards. Look for wildflower areas 

or sandy soils where solitary bees may nest – 

footpaths can be particular hotspots for oil beetles!  

After mating, the female oil beetle selects a suitable 

place to dig a nest burrow, often in bare ground near 

footpaths, into which she lays her eggs. They can lay 

up to 1000 eggs, usually in 2-3 burrows dug into the 

soil near to solitary bee nest burrows. In spring, these eggs hatch into rather bizarre, long-legged larvae known 

as triungulins. Upon hatching, the young larvae climb up flower stems and lay in wait within a flower. When an 

unsuspecting solitary bee visits the flower to collect nectar and pollen for its own nest, the triungulin attaches 

itself to the bee and hitches a ride back to its nest. Once inside the nest, the triungulin changes into a more 

maggot-like larvae and devours the bee’s egg and the protein-rich pollen stores that the bee intended to 

provide for its own larvae. The beetle larva develops in the bee burrow until it emerges as an adult Rugged oil 

beetle the following autumn, ready to mate and start the whole cycle again.  

In Wales, the Rugged oil beetle is currently known from just two locations in South East Wales – near Penallt, 

Monmouthshire and Cwmdu, Crickhowell, Powys  – this species often turns up in gardens! Given that the beetle 

is most active at night and during the winter months, it is likely that its presence has been overlooked in Wales 

– it may be more widespread. If you are visiting any calcareous grassland sites this autumn/winter, particularly 

around dusk or after dark, please look out for Rugged oil beetles!  

Under threat  

Oil beetles are reliant on solitary bees to compete their life-cycles and are dependent on the health and 

diversity of wild bees. Declines in the quality and quantity of wild bee habitat, particularly wildflower-rich 

grasslands, has contributed to a decline in wild bees and along with them, oil beetles. Oil beetles have been 

identified as priorities for conservation action in Wales through Section 7 of the Environment (Wales) Act 2016 

meaning work needs to be done to conserve them and their habitats.  

If you see any large, conspicuous black beetles on your travels, please send details of your sightings, along with 

a photograph(s), to wales@buglife.org.uk. The following information should ideally be provided:  

• Date, Location (preferably a 6 to 8 figure grid reference), Recorder name, Brief description of where & 

when  

- Photograph(s) to allow us to confirm your identification.  Please ensure attachments are no greater than 6MB 

in size. Our Oil beetle Identification guide will help you identify your beetles, but even if you’re unsure please 

send in your record anyway as we have experts at hand to identify them from your photographs.  

By Buglife Cymru 

Rugged oil beetle, Meloe rugosus Photo:©John Walters  
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Have you been LERCing? 
With the launch of the LERC Wales App one year behind us we thought we’d have a quick look back at the 
records submitted via the LERC Wales app in the BIS area so far and also celebrate the coining of a new verb; 

  to lerc [verb lurk] 

  to record wildlife using the LERC Wales app:  ‘Have you lerced that?’  ‘What are you lercing?’  
  and  ‘Will you lerc that Toad or shall I?’. (We think thanks goes to Sylvia Cojocaru of   
  Radnorshire Wildlife Trust for introducing this new term).  

App Records in the BIS area 

Since its launch in July 2018 over 4480 records have been 

submitted via the LERC Wales app within the BIS area. Half 

of these are records of flowering plants and birds but lesser 

recorded groups such as fungi (145 records) and beetles 

(116 records) also feature. In total 1003 different taxa have 

been recorded using the app. A big benefit of app based 

recording is the ease of verification, with many vice county 

recorders and national experts signed up to the system. 

Nearly a third of records submitted via the app have been 

verified as correct so far. 

 

 

Most Recorded in the BIS area 

The most recorded species using the LERC Wales App is 

Himalayan Balsam with 275 records submitted. This is 

followed by Painted Lady with 86 records, probably 

reflecting the fantastic migration that took place this 

summer. In at third place is another non-native 

invasive plant, Japanese Knotweed with 78 records. 

The BBNPA INNS project staff have been doing sterling 

work recording these plants and training others to do 

so using the LERC Wales App. Records of Mole also 

make it to the top ten. This mammal is often 

overlooked but records of fresh molehills are useful 

and help to build up information on its’ distribution. 

 

Over 140 people have used the app to submit records in the BIS area, with a third of these submitting more 
than ten records, showing it’s a great way to encourage sustained recording. The (hypothetical!) prize for the 
most records submitted via the app goes to WTSWW’s Steph Coates who has submitted a whopping 711 
records.  

Remember, these are solely records submitted with the LERC Wales app, if you prefer using iRecord, WiReD or 
other methods for submitting your records then worry not, they are still getting through to us. 

By Jo Milborrow, BIS Data Officer 

Most recorded in the BIS area using the LERC Wales App 
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App Record Distribution 

Looking at the spatial distribution of records 

made using the app shows a strong bias 

towards Breconshire and a string of records 

following the River Usk. This corresponds 

with the efforts put in by the BBNPA INNS 

project staff. Other hotspots include RWT’s 

reserve at Gilfach, as well as Newtown, 

Cusop and Montgomery where BIS have 

held recording days. Can you spot your local 

patch from this map?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seasonal Recording 

Finally, we can look at how season affects the number of records being made using the app. Unsurprisingly, a 

lot more records are made during the summer with July and August accounting for nearly 40% of the records 

made. Only eleven people made a record during January using the app, so with the quieter winter months 

approaching lets see if we can make an effort to get out there and record something every month. Keep an eye 

on the BIS bulletin and Facebook page for ideas of easy to identify seasonal wildlife to go out and lerc. 
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National Moth Nights (26th—28th September) turned out to be in a super mothy week for Stephen and Judy 
Mullard at Ffynnon Gynydd, near Glasbury, Radnorshire! They had two 1st’s and a 4th for VC43. 

 

What a wash-out National Moth Nights was. But Stephen and Judy, luckily, had put out their trap the evening 
before. When they looked in the trap on the morning of the 26th not only did they find a beautiful and unusual 
immigrant, Palpita vitrialis (Olive tree pearl or Jasmine moth) which was a fourth for Radnor (they had 
previously found 1st and 2nd as well), but outside the trap was the target moth for National Moth Nights, a huge 
and magnificent Clifden Nonpareil, Catocala fraxini which is new for Radnorshire! 

This was icing on the cake for them because on the 21st they had had another first for Radnor, the much smaller 
and rather drab Lesser-spotted Pinion, whose larval food plant are English & Wych elm. 

Clifden Nonpareil 
By Pete & Ginny Clarke, VCR Moths VC43 

Clifden nonpareil, Catocala fraxini. Photo: S&J Mullard  

Lesser spotted pinion, Cosmia affinis. 

Another 1st for Radnor  Photo: Ginny Clarke 

Papita vitrialis, a 4th record for VC43.  

Photo: S&J Mullard 
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British Plant Galls 
By John Ockenden 

The British Plant Gall Society AGM met in Landrindod Wells over the weekend, 20 - 22 September 2019.  Despite 

the awful weather (Edit.—were there any good weather weekends in September?), they loved the weekend, 

none knew the county and I was asked to look into a future meeting in the area.   I ended up at times as site 

leader; we went to Llan'dod Lake & Rock Park, Cnwc Wood at Elan, the old railway line at Gilfach, and Bailey 

Einon LNR & Cefnllys. The weekend yielded several ‘firsts’ for Wales and the BIS area. Most of the Society's 

Referees were present, so all invertebrate & fungal records can be trusted.  

A First for Wales 

One of the best finds was at Cefnllys: the fungus Bauhinus cordae 

(accepted name Microbotryum cordae) galling Persicaria 

hydropiper, Water pepper, by Shaky Bridge, near Llandrindod 

Wells, SO 085612. I've not recorded the Bauhinus in VC43 

before. (Edit—We have no records in Aderyn so this is a first for 

Wales). 

Nearby was fungus Inonotus radiatus (accepted name Mensularia 

radiata) - not a gall causer - on Alder, but worthy of a photo!  

From Bailey Einon we had the gall-rust Puccinia circaeae on Enchanter's Nightshade.  

A First for the BIS area 

The gall list from Glasbury Churchyard included Andricus 

inflator on Oak: As I'd not recorded this in VC43 (or 

anywhere in fact), I did get it verified at the meeting. 

(Edit.—Good decision as this is only the 3rd record in 

Aderyn for Wales, the previous being two sightings near 

Caerphilly in 2014 & 2016.) 

Andricus aries (Ramshorn Gall) on Oak seems to have 

finally reached Wales. The first UK record, in SE England, 

was in 1997; (I found it in Hereford in 2014).  The 

Glasbury Cutting record may be a first record. (Edit.—Indeed it is a first record for the BIS area in Aderyn. We 

have 11 records for Wales of the gall and it’s causer). 

The fungus 

Inonotus radiatus 

on Alder  

 

Puccinia circaeae,   

on Enchanter’s 

Nightshade  

Andricus inflator, a 1st record in Aderyn in BIS area 

Bauhinus cordae galling Water pepper 
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Summer recording for the 2020 Atlas 

This summer has witnessed a flurry of activity amongst our BSBI Vice county recorders and their volunteer 

teams across both Wales and the rest of the UK and Ireland. 

This has all been focused on surveying for the 2020 Atlas for the Vascular Plants of Britain and Ireland as this was 

the last field season. Within the BIS area, John Crellin and his team of volunteers have crossed Brecknock from 

North to South and continued in wet and dry as recorded in John’s blog. His tale of their summer finds includes a 

first for the county since 1927 of Tasteless Water-pepper (Persicaria mitis) in August. 

Meanwhile, in addition to their regular field meetings, the Montgomeryshire recording group met between the 

18th & 20th of June in the areas around Llandinam, Carno and Foel to improve atlas coverage. Over 2,000 

records were made with the group splitting up into small teams. 

In Radnorshire Liz Dean and Sue Spencer sadly found the remains of a Pyramidal Orchid (Anacamptis 

pyramidalis) just outside a village in Radnorshire. It had been mowed down during road verge maintenance but 

was a first record for the vice county. Hopefully it will recover and be seen next year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.3 million Welsh Records 

Since 2010, a staggering 1.3 million plant records have been made across Wales and are now stored in the BSBI 

database. This is a great achievement by all the Vice County recorders (VCRs) and their teams for which the BSBI 

is very grateful. It is still not too late to send any plant records to the VCRs for inclusion in the 2020 Atlas 

however- so if you have a few please do so! Nearly all the VCRs also forward their data to BIS for inclusion in 

Aderyn. Note though that soon the BSBI database will also receive records from iRecord.  

BSBI Atlas Round Up & Conclusions  
Wales State of Nature Report—Plants 

By Barbara Brown, BSBI Wales Officer 

Anacamptis pyramidalis, Pyramidal orchid - this one at Llanymynech. Photo: Barbara Brown 

https://floralimages.blogspot.com/


11 

Plants in Wales and the State of Nature Report 

BSBI data has been cited as the main source of high 

quality plant distribution data in the recent State of 

Nature report released this month. In fact, a large 

proportion of the data used to draw up the report’s 

conclusions is from volunteer recorders – with an 

estimated 70,000 people submitting records to 

national recording schemes and 18,700 volunteers 

involved with structured monitoring such as the 

Breeding Bird survey or the National Plant 

Monitoring Scheme.  

 

Sadly, the overall picture both in the UK and in Wales is 

one of continued decline of biodiversity. Within Wales, of the 1,467 Red book plant species used for the report, 

38 are now classed as extinct in Wales and a further 265 (18%) are threatened with extinction in the country. 

As agricultural land covers nearly 9/10th of Wales, changes in agricultural practice are an important part of this 

picture. If you consider just the important habitat of semi-natural grasslands, it is estimated that Wales has lost 

more than 90% of this since the 1930s. 

Farmers and other partners have been working together to bring back wildflower meadows to the Welsh 

landscape though. Within the BIS area you can read about recent successes in the Elan Valley via this link which 

describes the efforts of the Elan Valley Trust, local tenant farmers, Natural Resources Wales and Plantlife to 

restore a suite of meadows in the catchment.  

However, all these projects also require monitoring and as our recorders complete the Atlas survey the BSBI is 

already planning its focus for the coming years. If you would like to improve your botanical knowledge you are 

welcome to join us out in the field for these surveys – the Wales page of the BSBI website will direct you to 

more information on these. 

Betony and Lesser Stitchwort in the Elan Valley. Photo: Barbara Brown 

The Montgomeryshire flora group strides forth in 

search of those Atlas records. Photo: Barbara Brown 

https://www.elanvalley.org.uk/hay-meadows
https://bsbi.org/wales


12 

In its second year, the pilot project has focused its survey and control effort on two of the invasive non-native 

plant species namely Himalayan balsam (Impatiens glandulifera), and Japanese knotweed (Fallopia japonica) on 

the river Usk and river Tawe catchments within the Brecon Beacons National Park.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“An invasive non-native species (INNS) is any non-native species that has the ability to spread causing damage 

to the environment, the economy, our health and the way we live” 

Within the Park, the invasive non-native plant species can be found along water courses and byways, on brown 

field sites and amenity areas, in gardens, and on farmland, etc. 

The Project highlights this summer have been: 

• Helping PLANBrecon volunteer group clear balsam from Island Fields in Brecon on three early evening 

monthly work parties. 

• The monthly removal of balsam at Craig-y-nos Country Park and at a new balsam site at the top of the 

catchment near Cray Reservoir. 

• Assisting Llangattock Community Woodland Group clear balsam at Ty’r Ash in  Crickhowell, on four 

monthly volunteer work parties, with the larger stands of balsam being munched by a new piece of 

national park machinery the Robo Flail, ably driven by Rhys (park warden). 

• Clearing a source of balsam on the outskirts of Pen-y-cae village in the Upper Tawe Valley. 

• Attending Brecon Show at which, the newly elected Member of Parliament Jane Dodds learnt about 

invasive species and the INNS Project, we also attended Sennybridge Show. 

• Clearing balsam from Newton Green Park in Llanfaes, and along the Prom in Brecon 

• Meeting landowners to ascertain their thoughts and advise on INNS control within the Park. 

• Treating the Giant knotweed (Fallopia sachalinensis) at Craig-y-nos Country Park. 

• The launch of the Upper Tawe Valley knotweed control small grant scheme. 

• Field surveys to determine the status of old site records and recording new records of balsam and 

knotweed. 

• The installation of Himalayan balsam bi-lingual information signs in partnership with Powys County 

Council and Brecon Town Council at Island Fields, Newton Green Park and near the Prom in Brecon. Ty’r 

Ash and Bullpit meadow in Crickhowell, and also at Craig-y-nos Country Park. 

 Invaders of the National Park—2019 update 

By Dai Jermyn, BBNP, INNS Project 

Fallopia japonica, 
Japanese knotweed 

Impatiens glandulifera, 
Himalayan or Indian balsalm 
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How you can help?   By reporting sightings of INNS. 

Please use the LERC Wales App  on a smartphone or tablet whilst out and about or by 

using BIS Wired to submit your sightings online. 

You can send sightings directly to your Local Environmental Records Centre (LERC) 

www.bis.org.uk or Tel: 01874 610881.   

 

If you are interested in helping or you would like any further information on the project 

please contact Beverley.Lewis@brecon-beacons.npa.gov.uk Tel: 07854 997 508 

 

Information signs at Island Fields, Brecon Balsam control – 

Newton Green Park, 

Brecon 

Robo flail munching balsam – Ty’r Ash 

https://www.lercwales.org.uk/app.php
https://record.bis.org.uk/
http://www.bis.org.uk
mailto:Beverley.Lewis@brecon-beacons.npa.gov.uk


14 

Notes on the 2019 Season 

With more records still to come, here are a 

few notes on the 2019 season. 

 

Variable Damselfly, Red Data listed as Near 

Threatened, emerged in early May at 

Llangorse Lake, and numbers increased 

until, by the 16th, thousands were present 

spread between Llangasty and the Common. 

Eight Red-eyed Damselflies, a species first 

noted in 2017, were seen there on the same 

day. 

 

Last year single Ruddy Darters were found by the Camlais on 

Mynydd Illtyd and the Llynfi at Llangorse, the second and third 

Vice-County records. This summer, after a pair was photographed 

near the Llangasty car park, up to eight males took up territories 

along the edge of that first field. Ovipositing was seen at Sarnau. 

 

Pant y Llyn 

Pant y Llyn on the Epynt deserves more attention. A total of 263 damsels and dragons on 23 August included 

153 Common Darters, many in ovipositing pairs, 

14 Common Hawkers and 50 Emerald 

Damselflies. On the same day a little further south 

at Pwll-du  there were at least 60 Black Darters 

and 100 Emerald Damselflies. 

Next day at Traeth Bach on Mynydd Illtyd the tally 

included 50 pairs of Common Darters, 9 Four-

spotted Chasers and 6 Emperors, with 5 Golden-

ringed along the Camlais stream.  

Migrant Hawkers were flying in high numbers at 

Llangorse Lake on warm days from late August. A 

rough count of 90 on 1 September was just a 

sample of the hundreds which must have been 

present, and were food for up to four Hobbies. 

Dragonflies in Breconshire (VC42) 2019 
By Keith Noble, Vice County Recorder  VC42 

Variable damselflies, Coenagrion pulchellum. Photo: Keith Noble 

Ruddy darter, Sympetrum sanguineum. 
Photo : Keith Noble 

Migrant hawker, Aeshna mixta. Photo: Keith Noble 
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Radnorshire Butterfly Report 2019 

Not all records are in yet but 2019 appears to have been reasonably good for butterflies despite the cold spring. 
It was not a good year for some fritillaries with few Dark Green and very few Silver-washed records but Small 
Pearl-bordered did reasonably well. Further west and south there were plenty of new Marsh Fritillary records 
but they have yet to return to Radnorshire. Green Hairstreak seems to have done well, at least on some of the 
RWT reserves but Common Blue had a poor year with very few in the first brood and only a few more later in 
the summer. 

Grayling Breed Again 

In late July, a search for the elusive Large Heath above Craig Goch Reservoir was unsuccessful but we were 
delighted to record breeding Grayling again at Gilfach. We now have a minimum of three breeding colonies in 
Radnorshire. Grayling is still reasonably common on the coast but has declined inland. We have also had more 
Wall records than usual and the Speckled Wood has continued its spread north and west. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also spreading north and west is the Essex Skipper which used to be restricted to south-east England. It has 
probably spread along motorway verges and through the transport of hay and it was first recorded here in 2012 
near Llowes. Being so similar to the Small Skipper it is often overlooked but since then it has been found on 
several other sites.  

Grassland Butterflies Do Well 

Gatekeeper, Meadow Brown and Ringlet all did well with the mixture of warm summer weather which never 
reached the severe drought conditions which are bad for grassland butterflies. Finally the glorious weather in 
September ensured huge numbers of Small Tortoiseshells and Peacocks to accompany the clouds of Painted 
Ladies. These incredible butterflies migrate from Africa and the final summer generation then returns in the 
autumn. In a good year several million Painted Ladies arrive in the UK and this was a good year with large 
numbers seen in all parts of Radnorshire. 

By Chris Ledbury, Vice County Recorder VC43 

Grayling, Hipparchia Semele. Photo: Butterfly Conservation 

A third breeding colony at Gilfach Nature Reserve 
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What first got you interested in wildlife recording?  
Watching Barn Owls close to where I lived.  I joined 
the local Barn Owl group and this added to my 
interest.  Eventually this interest included all birds and 
then invertebrates. Essentially everything becomes 
absorbing, with so much to see and learn. 
 
Favourite place to see wildlife, or just to sit and ‘be 
at one’ with nature? 
In my garden.  Living next to a river means that you 
never know what will turn up. 
 

Can you recommend a good place to see wildlife? 

Anywhere.  Wildlife can be all around, it’s just a case 
of looking.  
 
Top tip when recording? 
Don’t rush and enjoy it.  
 

The most useful tool / IT that  to record wildlife? 

GPS 

Famous people you’ve met? Chris Packham at Gilfach 
Nature Reserve.  We even had a conversation about 
bees. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What species first (for 
you) would you like to 
see next?  The Great 
Yellow Bumblebee. It is 
only found on the 
Scottish Islands and is a 
specialist of the 
machair. 
 
Most memorable 
wildlife experience? 
Watching Orcas in 
Iceland.  A Sea Eagle 
flew alongside the boat.  
 
Any forgettable recording days? 
Turning up to a site to carry out an invertebrate 

survey and it was pouring down with heavy rain.  I 

had to abandon the survey.  

 

Top tip for recording wildlife for a beginner? 

Correct identification is very important.  Take the time 

to study your subject. 

 

Recorder of the Season—Janice Vincett 
Many thanks to Janice Vincett, our sixth Recorder of the Season. Janice has 

been surveying WTSWW’s Allt Rhongyr Nature Reserve for Aculeates (Bees, 

Wasps & Ants), as well as running a Bee ID & Recording Training Day for 

BIS. Janice is the new the Vice County Recorder for Aculeates in 

Breconshire, VC42 and Radnorshire, VC43.  

Ancistrocerus sp. A Potter wasp. Photo: Janice Vincett 

Janice was pleased to find  a mating pair carrying food, although not at Allt Rhongyr 
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Aculeate Recording at Allt Rhongyr 
 

By Janice Vincett, Vice County Recorder for Bees, VC42 & VC43  

I have been surveying Aculeates for 9 years and this year had the opportunity to survey WTSWW’s Allt Rhongyr 

Nature Reserve, in the Brecon Beacons National Park. It features a diverse mix of limestone grassland, acidic 

grassland and woodland and it was once the site of an iron age hillfort. The site is now managed by grazing 

under an agri-environment scheme. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Allt Rhongyr is grazed to keep scrub encroachment down and this allows for areas of bare earth to remain.  The 

soils warm up quickly and this encourages any ground nesting aculeates to be able to exploit it for appropriate 

nest sites.  Flowering trees and the diverse floristic diversity throughout the year makes it ideal for pollinators.  

Dead wood is left in place and the areas of scrub that do exist, provide nesting opportunities for aerial nesting 

species. 

I recorded 26 bee species and 3 species of wasp this year. One of the solitary bees Andrena falsifica  that I 

recorded is classed as Nationally Scarce and I have not come across  it anywhere before, so that has been 

especially interesting. 

Bombus pascuorum, Common carder bee recorded at Allt Rhongyr 

in May & September.  Photo: Janice Vincett 

Allt Rhongyr Nature Reserve in the 

Upper Swansea Valley is well worth a 

visit. Photo: Janice Vincett 

Lot’s of foraging for aculeates at Allt Rhongyr. Photo: Janice Vincett 
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Essex Skipper 

Since being added to the county list in 2017, this species is now established in the north-eastern corner of the 

county. Multiple records now from the Welshpool and Llanymynech areas (and one from near Newtown). This 

butterfly will spread further into the county so do please check those Small Skippers! Check out the 'Similar 

species' section on the UK butterflies website for some excellent ID pointers here.  

Marbled White  

Marbled White was recorded on a BMS transect at Roundton Hill in mid-July this year: only the second county 

record (and first since 1999). Seen during a period of very hot weather, this probably represents a dispersing 

individual. Marbled White probably isn't breeding in the county yet, but is expanding its range and may well 

become established in the coming years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scarce  Swallowtail 

New county record from mid-June. Two reports from a plant nursery near Welshpool. This species is a very 

rare migrant to the UK and the individual seen is highly unlikely to have arrived of its own volition (probably 

imported as a pupa among plants grown in continental Europe). 

 

Monarch 

Two reports from Powis Castle gardens last week (3rd and 4th county records). This species is a rare vagrant 

from across the Atlantic and these sightings undoubtedly represent the release of captively-bred individuals 

(apparently for a wedding). Pictures of one sighting here. 

Notable Butterflies of 
Montgomeryshire 2019 

By Doug Boyes, Vice County Recorder VC47 

Marbled white, Melanargia galathea, in Oxfordshire, but seen this year in 
Montgomeryshire. Photo: Doug Boyes 

https://www.ukbutterflies.co.uk/species.php?species=lineola
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Richard Knight shares his sighting of an unusual pairing of Common Darters at his pond recently. It’s a pair of 

Common Darters as seen from the back.  Note the males claspers gripping the females neck. 
 

 

 

 

There were a few noteworthy discussion points to emerge :  

• the male's anal appendages are clearly visible, engaging with the back of the female's head. The shapes of 

this 'lock and key' arrangement are said to be species-specific, theoretically at least, preventing the male 

of one species trying to copulate with the female of another. Having said that, the BDS magazine usually 

manages each year to feature photographs of 'trans-species' pairs and sometimes 'threesomes' 

attempting to copulate! 

• Richard noted that both insects appeared to be very similar in colour. So the question was raised as to 

whether this could in fact be two males?! It's a fascinating question but after some consideration and 

corroboration from the BDS, we concluded that it must be a conventional pair. 

• Female colouration does indeed tend towards the male colouring on ageing. However, the abdomen of 

the (presumed) female in the photo appears typically cylindrical and more robust. And although you can't 

completely discount the possibility that two males would try couple up in this way, Richard noted that the 

pair were together for quite some time and seemed comfortable with each other. 

 

In truth, one of the males would have to override its pre-programmed behaviour to take on the typical female's 

posture; it would also have to have to be equipped with the appropriate receptor '' to accept the anal 

appendages of another male, and there would seem to be no discernible evolutionary advantage to this 

feature. Much more likely that two males would resist each other's presence and not couple up in this way.  

Noteworthy Common Darters 
By Richard Knight 

Common darters in the typical copulatory 'wheel' position, taken from an interesting and 

non-typical angle.  Photo: Richard Knight 
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The Grouse, the Nightjar and the Tiger  
Although the Black Grouse Recovery Project is about Black Grouse, it doesn’t mean that it is only about the 

Black Grouse. Although it will still be a long time until I will be able to talk about my first encounter with a Black 

Grouse at Mynydd Ffoesidoes, there is a lot of wildlife up there that goes unnoticed. Some of them are more 

exciting than others, but some encounters are too good not to talk about them.   

The first time I got very excited while up at Mynydd Ffoesidoes, it was when I saw one of the common species. 

This species though hasn’t been recorded breeding on the reserve for a very long time.  

Piles of Poo 

Around Easter, RWT had a work placement, Ellie from Falmouth University; and what was better than making 

the poor girl walk across big clumps of heather on her second day with the trust?! We were trying to record 

some of the wet areas on the reserve, and in our wonders, we found a few poo piles. I knew exactly what made 

them. I can get very excited by just looking at piles of poo but it’s very difficult to make someone else embrace 

the excitement if they have no idea what you are talking about. Seeing signs of the presence of the species on 

the reserve made me feel optimistic that at least they roost/ feed on the reserve. We were approaching the 

burial mound and we stopped to mark another wet patch... when we both jumped because of a loud wing flap 

and a dug-dug-dug-dug-goback-goback-goback! (I have never been very good at reproducing bird sounds)  

It was a male Red Grouse! We followed it until it landed, and when I turned... there it was another one, trying 

to sneak away without being noticed. The funniest part to all of this was Ellies’ reply: “Finally, we can put a bum 

to the poo!”  

Later updated: In September when I went to carry out the set point survey, I had to walk across the reserve, 

and I flushed four Red Grouse. I was very happy with that sight. I will let you draw the conclusion.  

Night-time Nightjars 

The other species that I was hoping to record, was the Nightjar. I decided to try and do a night-time survey. I 

convinced Paul, my partner, to come along, and there we went. Walking over heather in the day is hard work, 

imagine how difficult is to do it when your eyes are still adjusting to the little light left. It looked like a nice calm 

night, and I was very excited about what might be there. Little I knew! We set camp on the tumulus, as it is the 

area with the best view. Before it got completely dark, we had three Red Grouse moving about and making 

their funny call. We heard a faraway fox and then it went quiet... until around eleven when the Nightjar started 

churring. It was such a joy to listen to it! The later it got, the colder it got, and my thermal socks weren’t doing 

their job very well. When I packed for the survey, I didn’t put any spare socks, but (for a very unknown reason) I 

had some spare gloves, they ended up on my feet... Well, on my toes. By three in the morning, I decided that 

not even the joy of listening to the Nightjar was enough to keep us there for any longer.  

A night-time survey is not the easiest thing to do on the top of Radnorshire, but the sky and the wildlife can 

make up for it… if you have the right amount of clothes with you.   

 

By Silvia Cojocaru, RWT Black Grouse Recovery Project Officer 

 

Always something good at Mynydd Ffoesidoes! 

Including this Green Sawfly, Rhogogaster viridis  

seen on the Summer Solstice Bioblitz  in June. 

Photo: Alan Salter 
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Wood Tiger Amazes  

The most exciting record of them all for me has been, the Wood Tiger moth. I got into moth trapping last year 

during my summer job at Gilfach, and since I just cannot stop hoping to see/ catch all the species in the moth 

book. The moth trapping at Mynydd Ffoesidoes has been hard work, as there have been times when the 

maximum number of individuals caught was equal to one.  

I went up to Mynydd Ffoesidoes with Janice Vincett to do a bee survey. It was an overcast day, and slightly too 

windy. We were walking around trying to find some bees and I was practicing the catching when with the corner 

of my eye I saw this insect fly by. I thought that it was a Painted-lady, and almost ignored it; but then I 

remembered that I haven’t got a picture of a butterfly at Mynydd Ffoesidoes. I managed to see where it landed 

and put the net on top of it. “This is too small to be a Painted-Lady!”, was my first thought. We managed to have 

a good look at it, and I took a few pictures. I knew the exact page it was on, in the moth book but for nothing in 

the world I could remember what it was called. Later in the day I found out it was a Wood Tiger, and although it 

isn’t very rare, it was amazing seeing it.  

Mynydd Ffoesidoes 

Being up at Mynydd Ffoesidoes almost every couple of weeks has kept me on my toes. From Cuckoo, to 

Redstart, to Cross-leaved Heath, carpets of Heath Bedstraw, Crossbills and 

Kestrel to name a few; every visit has been different. If you do go up there, don’t 

go thinking of what you want to see, or what should be there; just go and enjoy 

the view and sometimes just stop and have a look or listen to what is around 

you. There will be something good!  

Parasemia plantaginis, Wood tiger moth at Mynydd Foesidoes. Silvia Cojocaru 
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 A Year of Events at BIS 

Across the BIS area 
14 events were held on public and private land in four of the six different vice counties that BIS covers. This 
included species ID training days and recording days.  
The 5 recording days yielded over 2000 records of over 1,200 different species. Across the five recording sites, a 
total of over 500 new species for those sites have been recorded. There are more detailed figures in the table 
below.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The species ID training days on Trees, Beetles, Botany, Bees, Sedges & Spiders, along with the QGIS for 
Biological Recorders were mostly fully booked. In total 53 trainees attended our 6 ID training days along with 52 
recorders across the 5 recording days and 6 recorders in the use of QGIS. We provided training to BBNP 
Volunteers & NRW staff in the use of the LERC Wales App and the importance and reasons for recording and 
more recently  partnered with Plantlife for their Magnificent Meadows Waxcap training & Recording Project. 
Thanks to Cofnod, BSBI, WTSWW, RWT & MWT, along with trainers & hosts for helping deliver our events. 

Spring Forum 

Our forum was one of the best attended yet, with 52 attendees who heard from a huge variety of speakers. The 

biennial get together is a 

great way to meet others 

and find out what’s been 

going on in the BIS area, 

along with plans for the 

future and how you can 

get involved. 

 

Guest Speaker 

This years guest speaker 

was the young botanist 

Joshau Styles, who spoke 

of his rare plant 

reintroduction initiative in 

the North West.  

Visit his website here   

And twitter feed here. 

By Ben Mullen, BIS Communications Officer 

Site No. of records No. species New species for that site 

New Barn Farm & 
Cwmgwannon, VC43 

653 332 202 

Llangwathan 
VC42 

420 317 228 

Mynydd Ffoesidoes, 
VC43 

391* 233* Not yet known 

Roundton Hill 
VC47 

477 256 63 

Pen y graig goch, 
VC44 

108  
 

82 
 

 52 

Total 2,049* 1,220* 545* 

Figures are for records made during the recording event 

*approx. as probable duplication or numbers not yet known 

Lunchtime discussion  at the BIS Forum in Llandrindod Wells. Photo: Ben Mullen 

http://nwrpi.weebly.com/
https://twitter.com/nwrpi?lang=en
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  BIS Event Photo Highlights 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I’m pleased to report that following our Bee ID training day we now have vice county recorders for Bees, Wasps 
and Ants in VC42 & VC43 with Janice Vincett, along with Bees & Wasps in VC47 with Clare Boyes. We hope to 
complete the Aculeates set in Montgomeryshire with Ants soon. Details will be added to our website ‘Find an 
Expert’ tool soon.  You can meet Janice and read about her recording this year at Allt Rhongyr on pages 16 & 17. 

 New VCR’s for Aculeates 

Hunting in action at Pen y graig goch recording day. 

Araneus quadratus  & Bombus sp. Photo: Jo Milborrow 

Dark green fritillary was a non-bee attraction during the 

ID & recording day at Allt Rhongyr. Photo: Keith Noble 

VCR Phil Ward has the attention of our Beetle ID 

trainees in Montgomery. Photo: Ben Mullen 

A wasp, Vespula vulgaris, that knows its place at the 

Roundton Hill recording day. Photo: Ben Mullen 

BSBI Wales Officer Barbara Brown expertly tutors new 

botanists over a patch of Thalictrum on our Botany ID 

field day at Llangorse. Photo: John Crellin 

Black-headed Cardinal Beetle recorded on our 

first recording day in May. Photo: Ben Mullen 

http://www.bis.org.uk/get_involved/find_an_expert
http://www.bis.org.uk/get_involved/find_an_expert
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The Initiative for Nature Conservation Cymru 

INCC is an evidence based nature conservation charity, formed as a direct result of the sustained and ongoing 

losses to habitats and wildlife in Wales. Our vision is of ‘a Wales with more wildlife in more places, created by 

a society that intrinsically values the natural world’.  

Charity Status 

Before registering INCC as a charity, we had to identify the gaps in the nature conservation sector and how we 

could best fill them. We asked a number of professional conservationists, politicians, academics and members 

of the public to help us answer the question. A variety of gaps were identified but a continuing theme 

throughout the consultation was the need for a truly independent nature conservation organisation, one that 

could speak out and challenge environmental decision makers for the benefit of wildlife. So, on that principle, 

INCC was founded in 2018.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So that INCC can remain impartial and able to challenge environmental decision makers, it was decided by 

Trustees that we would not seek or accept funding from Welsh Government or its statutory agency Natural 

Resources Wales (NRW). Therefore, INCC relies on the generosity of individual supporters and donations as 

well as grant giving trusts and foundations.  

Projects & Campaigns 

Through this support INCC has already been able to undertake a number of conservation projects and wildlife 

campaigns including the concerted defence of Wales’ designated National Nature Reserves (NNRs) and Sites 

of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs). Currently, INCC is calling on the National Assembly for Wales (NAW) to 

urge the Welsh Government to explicitly include ‘Biodiversity’ when setting their strategic remit to NRW for 

2020 / 2021 and in future. To help with this campaign we are asking all those who care about wildlife and 

nature conservation to sign our petition.  

If you would like to learn more about INCC or how you can help with future campaigns, legal challenges and 

species conservation projects in Wales, please feel free to contact me on the address below and please do 

consider becoming an INCC supporter.   

Thank you 

Robert Jones Parry 

rob.parry@incc.wales 

By Rob Parry, INNS Director 

 

A word from our Honorary President – Iolo Williams 

 

“Environmental leadership in Wales is lacking at the highest lev-

els of Government. As a result the future for wildlife looks bleak. 

To change things, Wales needs a truly independent organisation 

like INCC to stand up, speak out and challenge decision makers 

to do more for wildlife”. 

https://natureconservation.wales/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Press-Release-NRW-potential-Unlawful.pdf
https://www.assembly.wales/en/gethome/e-petitions/Pages/petitiondetail.aspx?PetitionID=1621
https://membermojo.co.uk/incc
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Events and links 
LERC Wales 

BIS events on the website 

BIS events on Facebook 

SEWBREC events 

WWBIC events 

COFNOD events 

Wildlife Trusts 

Wildlife Trust of S&W Wales (Brecknock)  

Radnorshire Wildlife Trust events 

Montgomery Wildlife Trust events 

National Trust Brecon Beacons 

Board of Directors 

Norman Lowe, Chairman 

Sue Furber 

Deborah Perkin (BBNP) 

Bob Dennison 

John Wilson, Treasurer 

Keith Noble 

Sarah Woodcock (WTSWW) 

Andrew Lucas (NRW observer) 

Alastair Knox (Powys CC observer) 

Chris Ledbury (RWT Observer) 

Janet Imlach (BIS), Non-Director, Company 
Secretary 

Welsh Government 

Natural Resources Wales (NRW) 

Powys County Council (PCC) 

Brecon Beacons National Park Authority (BBNPA) 

South, North & Mid-Wales Trunk Road Agency 
(MWTRA) 

National Trust (NT) 

Dwr Cymru Welsh Water (DCWW) 

Network Rail 

Funding Partners 

Ken Perry (NRW), Chairman 

Bradley Welch (BBNPA) 

Steph Coates (WTSWW, Brecknock) 

Tammy Stretton (MWT) 

Darylle Hardy (RWT) 

Rachel Price (PCC) 

Support Group 

BIS Events 2020 

Look out for our 2020 events programme which will 

be out in the new year.  

 

We have several locations lined up for Recording Days 

and a few taxon groups for Species ID.  

 

If you have a site in mind for a Recording day or taxon 

group for ID training do let us know. 

https://www.bis.org.uk/diaryevent
https://www.facebook.com/pg/BISBrecon/events/?ref=page_internal
http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/event/events-calendar/
http://www.wwbic.org.uk/news-events/
http://www.cofnod.org.uk/Calendar
https://www.welshwildlife.org/nature-reserves/brecknock/
http://www.rwtwales.org/whats-on
http://www.montwt.co.uk/whats-on
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/brecon-beacons

