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Editorial 

Welcome to the 29th issue of the BIS Recorders Newsletter with articles written 
by BIS staff, directors and supporters and the wider biological recording 
community. Many thanks for all your contributions. We hope you enjoy reading it. 

Biodiversity Information Service, 6 The Bulwark, Brecon, LD3 7LB 

01874 610881     info@bis.org.uk   www.bis.org.uk       

Facebook: @BISBrecon   Twitter: @BISBrecon1 
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BIS Catch up 
Due to the Covid-19 crisis BIS staff are all working at home. We are fortunate in that the IT for home working 
was already set up and we can carry on as usual providing a service to partners and commercial customers 
and managing the data. BIS has already received about 60% of funding for the year 2020/21, so thanks to 
partners who continue to support us and use our services. 

In the last newsletter I spoke about recruitment for a new IT officer. Unfortunately, this was not successful but 
John Robinson, the LERC Wales Aderyn developer, has agreed to work for BIS one day per week since 
February, to ensure smooth running of the systems. He also took on a big project to put the Powys Nature 
Partnership Resilient Ecological Networks Maps onto the BIS website, funded by LNP Cymru. These maps were 
developed by Environment Systems who were commissioned in 2016/17 on behalf of the Powys Nature 
Partnership  to review the 
Powys Local Biodiversity Action 
Plan written in 2002. 

As part of this process they 
undertook habitat network 
analysis for Powys excluding 
Brecon Beacons National Park, 
for grassland; woodland; 
wetland and heathland. A full 
explanation of the 
methodology extracted from 
the draft General Action Plan 
(GAP) can be seen here in the 
BIS library. 

The screen shot above shows a 
sample area of the woodland 
opportunities map which can now be viewed over an OS map in detail. This should assist the partners to focus 
on areas for conservation and restoration to extend habitat networks.  

John has also further developed the 

BIS Data Analysis tool on the 

website to allow users to filter 

taxon groups per Vice county. The 

screen shot left shows a breakdown 

of taxon super groups in 

Breconshire. This can be further 

broken down into taxon groups 

within the super group. 

  

My major task over the last few weeks has been to prepare an evidence report for ALERC Accreditation. The 

date has been set for the end of May.  

Janet Imlach, BIS Manager 

Powys Nature Recovery Plan, Ecological Networks Map, 
Opportunities to enhance the woodland network 

Data Analysis Tool 

https://www.bis.org.uk/pnrap_eco_maps
https://wcva.cymru/projects/lnp-cymru/
http://bis.org.uk/storage/library/PNRAP_Ecological_networks_methodology.pdf
https://aderyn.lercwales.org.uk/analysis/lerc_area/1
http://www.alerc.org.uk/accreditation.html
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What’s in a name? 
The basics of binomial nomenclature  
Scientific binomials are the two-word names we give to a species, they 

are often called the ‘Latin name’ – although many of them are actually 

based on Greek or a mixture of both. The first name gives the genus that 

the organism sits within and the second name is the specific name. For 

example the House Sparrow has the binomial Passer domesticus, as it is 

within the Passer genus with other Old world Sparrows and ‘domesticus’ 

is Latin for ‘around the house’. There are many other names the House 

Sparrow is known by in the UK, such as Sparrow or Town Sparrow and 

several local names such as Spud, Spadge, Squidgie, Sparky, Brown 

Budgie, Spuggy, Spadgick and of course Aderyn y To in Welsh. 

Common names confusion 

What’s in a name? 
Interestingly these two sets of rules differ, zoologists and botanists (and mycologists and phycologists) just do 
things differently. So the use of tautonyms or ‘double same names’ is embraced in zoology, giving us Gorilla 
gorilla, Bufo bufo and Buteo buteo, but in botany these are not allowed. Having two sets of rules has caused 
its own problems, sometimes creating homonyms – this is when the same name is applied to two different 
species. To an ornithologist the genus Prunella refers to the Accentors where our Dunnock (Prunella 
modularis) is classified. But to a botanist the genus Prunella sits within the Lamiaceae family and containing 
Self-heal (Prunella vulgaris). So What would Prunella sp. refer to? More tautonyms include Ammophila – 
either a genus of grass (Ammophila Arenaria – Marram grass) or a genus of Sand Wasps. Morus is either a 
genus of bird (Morus bassanus – Gannet) or the Mulberry genus (Morus nigra – Black Mulberry).  

Using these common names would create a lot of 
confusion, you might know what is meant by Guelder 
Rose (Viburnum opulus), but what about Water Elder, 
Cranberrybush, Snowball Tree, Gatterbush or 
Mugget? If I started to tell you about the Horse 
Chestnut in my back garden you might think I was 
talking about a tree (Aesculus hippocastanum), but 
the common name Horse Chestnut also refers to a 
moth (Pachynemia hippocastanaria). So common 
names can lead to a lot of confusion and errors. 
 
Scientific binomials were introduced to reduce this 
confusion, creating a standard, international term to 
refer to each individual species. Before this 
standardisation, species had several scientific names 
across the world. What we now know as Bluebell 
(Hyacinthoides sp.) was called Mertensia viginica and 
Phacelia campanula in the USA, Wahlenbergia sp. in 
Australia, Campanula rotundifolia in the UK and 
Muscari sp. in eastern Europe.  
Many people are put off or feel out of their depth 

when faced with scientific names, but in reality we 
use many of these in everyday life already. Everyone 
can pronounce and understand Tyrannosaurus rex, 
Homo sapiens or E. coli. Another benefit is the name 
can often tell you a bit about the organism. For 
starters it tells you which genus it sits within which 
might help you to place it in relation to others you 
know in that genus. Then the specific epithet is often 
descriptive telling you something about its 
appearance, geographic location or habitat – see inset 
for some commonly used specific epithets and what 
they mean. 
 
The naming of organisms is now governed by strict 
international codes. The International Code for 
Zoological Nomenclature (ICZN) for animals and the 
International Code of Nomenclature (ICN) for Algae, 
Fungi and Plants.  So if you discover a new species in 
your back garden you can’t just make up any name 
you like, you have to stick to the rules (although some 
quite amusing ones do get through). 

Passer domesticus, what do you 
know it as? Photo - Keith Noble 



5 

It is generally considered naff to name a species after yourself, but many species are named for other people – 
these are called eponyms. Some great ones are a Horsefly with a resplendent golden backside named Scaptia 
beyonceae, a turtle from the fossil record named Psephorus terrypratchetti and at least 18 species have been 
named for Sir David Attenborough. Fictional names are also quite common giving us a boletus fungi 
Spongiforma squarepantsii, a moth Wockia Chewbacca, a catfish Otocinclus batmani, a trilobite Han solo and 
many others. Some other amusing names include a butterfly named Charis matic, a fly named Pieza pi, a 
beetle named Gelae baen and a wasp named Aha ha. 

 

 
Sometimes you may see other 
names and dates written after 

the scientific name, this is the ‘Authority’. This refers to the person who 
first described and named the organism. For example the Peacock 
butterfly was first described by Linnaeus in 1758 so this is quoted as Aglais 
io (Linnaeus, 1758), the parentheses indicate that the name has been 
changed since the first description (Lineaus first named the Peacock 
butterfly Inachis io). In botany the authority is abbreviated and the year 
omitted, so English Oak was also named by Linnaeus and is quoted as 
Quercus robur L. Plants and fungi named by German botanist Karl Fuckel 
do end up with a rather unfortunate authority.  
 
Scientific names do change and this leads to frustration from those that 
use them, as DNA studies progress and we gather more information on 
taxonomic relationships these changes will continue. This leads to synonyms – old names for species that are 

now known by another name. The Natural History Museum maintains 
the UK Species Inventory – the accepted list of names for all UK 
species. It lists all the synonyms (previous names) as well as some 
local names and is a very useful resource for checking currently 
accepted names – https://www.nhm.ac.uk/our-science/data/uk-
species.html. All the Welsh Local Environmental Records Centres 
work from this list. 
 
Be thankful for the relative simplicity of scientific binomials, before 

they were introduced species were given long, descriptive names in 

Latin. Did you have any Paralysis vulgaris pratensis flore flauo simplici 

odorata in your garden this spring? Maybe the translation will help 

identify this plant “Plant used to treat paralysis common of the 

meadow flaxen yellow flower simple shape scented”. That was the 

original, descriptive name for Primrose (Primula vulgaris).  

Paralysis vulgaris pratensis  
flore flauo simplici odorata. 

Photo - Ben Mullen 

Aglais io first described by Linnaeus 
in 1758. Photo - Jo Milborrow 

Languages other than Latin and Greek do feature in scientific 

names. Here in Wales we can revel in the first scientific name 

featuring Welsh. Selenochlamys ysbryda is a predatory slug 

discovered in mid-Wales and named in 2008. Ysbryda means ghost 

or spirit eluding to its pale appearance and giving it’s common 

name Ghost Slug. 

Ghost slug, Selenochlamys ysbryda. 
Photo - Andrew Shaw 

https://www.nhm.ac.uk/our-science/data/uk-species.html
https://www.nhm.ac.uk/our-science/data/uk-species.html
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Glossary of some common specific epithets 

 

Jo Milborrow, BIS 

 

 

Acuta – Sharp/pointed 

Agrestris – of the field 

Albus – white 

Albifrons – white-headed 

Argentatus – Decorated with silver 

Arvensis – of the fields 

Aureus -golden 

Auritus – with ears 

Brachy – short 

Cambrica - Welsh 

Collis – neck 

Caphalo – head 

Cristatus – tufted/crested 

Fasciata - banded 

Flavus/Flava – light yellow/golden 

Fulvus – Tawny 

Fuscus – Dusky/ dark brown 

Glareosa/glareola - Gravelly 

Gracilis – Slender/thin 

Humilis – Lowly/low 

Laevis – smoothe 

Leips/lepido – Scales 

Lineatus – Striped  

Lutea - Yellow 

Maculata - Spotted 

Minor/minuta/minutus – small 

Montana – of the mountains 

Niger/nigra – Black 

Nivalis - Snow 

Officinalis/officinale – Used for med-

icine or herbalism 

Ortho – straight 

Palustris – of the marsh 

Platy – Broad 

Pileata - capped 

Pratensis – of the meadow 

Punctata – Spotted 

Pusilla – Very small  

Rostrum – bill/beak/snout 

Rubra/rugus – Reddish 

Rusticola – Country dwelling 

Rupestris – Rock dwelling 

Sanguinea - Blood 

Saxicola – stone-dwelling 

Scutum/scutata - Shield 

Similis – Looks similar to another 

species 

Sylvestris/sylvaticus/sylvaticum – 

from the woods 

Striatus – Striped 

Squamata – Scaled 

Terrestris – Of the earth 

Tricho – Hair 

Vernalis – Of the spring 

Villosus – Hairy 

Vulgaris – Common 

Viridis – Green 

Versicolor – Multi-coloured 

Enjoyed learning more about scientific names? There are some great, in-depth books on the subject. 

• The Naming of the Shrew – A Curious History of Latin Names. By John Wright 

• Emperors, Admirals and Chimney Sweepers: The naming of butterflies and moths. By Peter Marren 

• Scientific names of the British lepidoptera. By A. Maitland Emmet 
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Wales Nature Week  
Garden Bioblitz 

LERC Wales staff have combined to bring you 

two events as part of Wales Nature Week 

(30th May to 7 June). To start the week is an 

All Wales Garden Bioblitz on Saturday 30th 

May. Record all the wildlife you see in your 

garden or local area to give a snap-shot of 

wildlife on one day across Wales. Record your 

sightings in your usual way. All records made 

on the day will be counted towards the Wales 

Garden Bioblitz total. There are more details 

on the Garden Bioblitz and other activities  

here. 

Big Wales Nature Quiz 

On Thursday 4th June gather round your 

devices for our Virtual Nature Quiz. The fun 

starts at 7pm. Play amongst your friends and 

family (virtually if you’re not living together of 

course!) and find out who is the nature genius 

amongst you! Look out for details of how to join in on social media, the BIS website and via our BIS Bulletin 

email. The quiz will be streamed over youtube - you will not need an account to join in.  

A new County Bird Recorder for VC47 
Simon Boyes is the new Vice County Recorder (VCR) for Birds in VC47. To contact Simon visit the Find An 

Expert section of the BIS website for an email link. Stepping down from the role is Mike Haigh who started his 

little stint as VCR in 2014. Many thanks to Mike for doing this over the previous 6 years.  

Spittlebug Recording Project 
Can you help the project get a better understanding of the distribution and ecology of these xylem-feeding 

insects? It aims to find out how the plant disease caused by the bacterium Xylella fastidiosa might spread if it 

ever reached the UK. The bacterium is transmitted by insects such as spittlebugs so the more that is known 

the better the response can be. If you see the spittle like frothy deposits, submit your sightings including the 

species of plant on which it was found and ideally a photograph of your find. This short 2 minute video will 

help you determine the species.  Submit your sighting using the LERC Wales App or the project recording form. 

Ben Mullen, BIS 

https://www.biodiversitywales.org.uk/Wales-Nature-Week
https://planthealthportal.defra.gov.uk/pests-and-diseases/high-profile-pests-and-diseases/xylella/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=anfH8DAC7p8&feature=youtu.be
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/spittle2020
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Moths in your garden 
For the time being it’s clear that movement will be restricted and that apart from exercise and essential travel  
we will be confined to the house and garden. This does give an opportunity to look more closely at wildlife in 
the garden, and moths are one of the easiest groups to study and record there. 

Recent moth finds 

There are a number of different ways to look for and record moths in your garden, but probably the best is to 
use a moth trap. I’ve been running a trap in my garden in Llangorse for over 30 years, currently a Skinner type 
with a 15W actinic tube mounted on top, and I have just chalked up my 642nd species, the tiny moth Incurvaria 
masculella.  
 

Another spring moth that has been spreading into our county has been the Chocolate-tip. This was first 
recorded in Breconshire near Llangattock in 2004, then spread to Bwlch in 2006, Llangorse in 2007, reaching 
Brecon in 2009 and Pont-faen in 2018. 

Moths to look out for this summer 

Dotted Chestnut.  Photo - David Green 

The months of June and July are the high season for 

moths and amongst the most spectacular are the 

Hawk-moths. One of the commonest and most 

colourful is the bright pink Elephant Hawk-moth and 

this also has a distinctive larva, looking a bit like a 

snake, which feeds on willowherbs and also, 

unfortunately,  garden fuchsias. Its smaller but 

equally bright cousin the Small Elephant Hawk-moth 

is more usually found in our uplands but does come 

to garden moth traps and is a regular visitor to my 

garden. The common Poplar Hawk-moth has oddly-

shaped wings, resembling a bunch of dead leaves, 

but the similarly-shaped Eyed Hawk-moth has a pair 

of huge eye-spots on its hindwings which it shows 

when disturbed in an effort to terrify predators. 

Other hawks that you might see this summer are 

the green Lime Hawk-moth and the migrant 

Hummingbird Hawk-moth.  

Earlier this year species number 641 was 

even more exciting, the Dotted Chestnut. 

This species has been expanding its range 

over the last 20 years and was first record-

ed in Breconshire in 2004, in a moth trap in 

Llangynidr. It has slowly spread north and 

west and at last turned up in my garden in 

late March. But why is it called Dotted 

Chestnut? It does have dots but it isn’t col-

oured chestnut brown and the larva 

doesn’t feed on chestnut. The reason is not 

at all obvious but it happens to be related 

to the very common Chestnut Moth which 

does have a chestnut colour. 
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Summer hawk–moths to look out for 

 

Leaf miners 

Another way of recording moths in your garden is to search for leaf miners on leaves of trees and bushes. These 
mines are formed when larvae of some tiny species of moth burrow into the leaf, feeding as they go. If they feed 
randomly they eat out a blotch mine but some species tunnel as they feed, making a gallery mine. Both kinds 
can be found very easily at any time of the year and you could well find that you have a lot of species resident in 
your garden. They can be identified using the excellent leaf miner website http://www.leafmines.co.uk/ 

 
 
 
So gardens can contain lots of moth species and my message is, please record them. Who knows, the next one 

might be new for the county! 

Norman Lowe, Vice County Recorder for Moths, Breconshire 

Eyed Hawk-moth. Photo - Keith Noble Small Elephant Hawk-moth. Photo - Keith Noble 

Phyllonorycter coryli, a blotch mine on hazel. 
Photo—Norman Lowe 

Stigmella aurella, a gallery mine on bramble. 
Photo—Norman Lowe 

http://www.leafmines.co.uk/
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Mothing ideas during lockdown 

As a supporter of BIS, you are probably a person who would like to explore and report wildlife sightings. One 
way that you can do this is to report the moths found in your garden, paddocks, woods etc. Contrary to 
common conception, moths are not all boring brown jobs that eat your carpets. Many are really beautiful.  

 

Moth recording on your patch is a fascinating and rewarding pastime that is not 

too difficult to get to grips with, and need not be too expensive. You will need a 

good book for identification, which will cost about £30 – see notes below), and 

ideally some sort of moth light trap. That said, a bright outside light left on in the 

evening will often bring in moths for you to see and if you check it intermittently 

you can note down what arrives. Several new species for Radnor have been found 

this way.  

An outside light won’t show you moths that fly after you have gone to bed. This is 

where a moth trap is invaluable as the moths are retained without harm. You can 

enjoy your evening and look forward to a pandoras box of beautiful moths to be 

discovered in the morning. Obviously, it depends on the time of year and the weather, but as different moth 

species fly at different times of the year there is always something exciting to be found. The interest of seeing 

different species just goes on and on. We have been trapping for more than 10 years and we are continually 

finding species new to us and sometimes new for the vice county and believe it or not, even new for Wales!  

 Skinner moth trap.  Photo - Ginny Clarke  

Brimstone Elephant Hawk-moth Mother of Pearl Green Silver-lines 

A moth trap is simply a box with a weather proof light above 

it. If you feel flush with cash you can buy a commercially 

made trap. Any handy person can easily make one from ply-

wood, small wooden battens and some plastic sheeting 

(bought cheaply on line already cut to size) ….. even a large 

paint bucket and plastic funnel can be adapted. However, for 

safety reasons you should buy a light because it will be 

properly weather-proofed. If you have close neighbours we 

would recommend a 15w actinic light which works very well, 

otherwise the very bright 125w mercury vapour is best. 

All photos - Ginny Clarke 

Family Moth Trapping.  
Photo - G. Blakeway 
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Now you need to eat lots of eggs because the trap needs a good 

number of cardboard egg boxes in the bottom for the moths to 

hide in! When you open the trap in the morning, if you take out 

the egg boxes gently, the moths will usually stay quiet for you to 

see and identify or take photos. Anything that you find difficult 

can be put in glass pots to study later using your ID book or 

checking on the internet. You can always get help from your 

county moth recorder by sending them a photo. So you are not 

on your own. You can find your county moth recorder on the BIS 

website - click here. 

We hope you will be able to take the plunge and help to record moths. You are sure to get ‘gripped’.  

Pete & Ginny Clarke, Vice County Recorders for Moths, Radnorshire 
------------------------------------------ 

Useful Books:- 

British Moths and Butterflies Second Edition.  ISBN 978-14729-0770-7.  By Chris Manley, published 2015 

   - a new photographic guide covering most macro and micro moths of the UK, but limited information. 

   - Superb photos from many sources, likely to become the new Standard ID guide 

Field Guide to the MOTHS of Great Britain and Ireland.  ISBN 978-1-4729-3030-9.  By Paul Waring and Martin 
Townsend. Illustrated by Richard Lewington 

   - Covers all macro-moths occurring in UK 

   - Essential ID guide for anyone wanting to do moths 

   - all drawings are life-size (or larger) & moths are shown in natural posture 

   - the information is detailed & useful. 

Useful Web Sites:- 

www.UKmoths.org.uk -- the best site for ID photos & information on almost all UK macro & micro moths                                              
Also available as an app on Apple devices 

www.ukleps.org -- Photos of Eggs, Larvae & Pupae of UK Butterflies & Moths. 

Equipment Suppliers:- 

www.angleps.com -- Anglian Lepidopterist Supplies. 

www.watdon.co.uk -- Watson & Doncaster.  

Lime Hawk-moths.  Photo - Chris Ledbury 

Instead of having to type out long lists of your moth 

finds after each trapping, most county moth recorders 

supply a spreadsheet where you can simply enter the 

trap date and number of each species you had. When 

the County Moth Recorder gets the spreadsheet back, 

the list is checked for possible errors and sent on to 

BIS and Butterfly Conservation. You can use the 

LERCWales App or BIS Wired if you wish, though we 

find the spreadsheet system quicker and easier to use 

and you can look back to see what species you have 

had over the year(s). 

Have no doubt that your garden records are really 

worth while. There are not enough surveys carried out 

in ‘wild’ countryside and over farm land, so records 

from gardens are the only consistent information that 

we have that can give a clue about moth populations, 

distribution and change of numbers over a period. 

http://www.bis.org.uk/get_involved/find_an_expert?taxon=13&vc=0
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ukmoths.org.uk%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNF-hsOlTvHQb2e4c7cYRxl1QJPfGQ
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ukleps.org%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHGnI3ucZ-BLOjBoI_d0KeG3x_5kg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.angleps.com%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGXMGyI0jhjn8hEIIKufOcspSF5iQ
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.watdon.co.uk%2Fthe-naturalists%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHlJ7tmEgieQGWWeLKyIm_hmjAQFg
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Nationally Scarce Bee in Brecknock 
Whilst identifying the bees from a survey of Allt 

Rhongyr Nature Reserve in the Brecon 

Beacons, I came across a ‘mini-mining bee’ 

called Andrena falsifica.  This is a group of small 

Andrena species, and identification can be 

particularly tricky. After identifying the 3 

specimens, I sent them to a national expert for 

verification.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

This species has already been found in south Wales, from the 

Colliery Spoil heaps.  It has also been recorded from Cumbria, which 

is the most northern record so far. 

Andrena falsifica prefers calcareous grassland, moorland edge and 
heathland.  It is known to have a flight season from March until late 
July and possibly two generations in the year. 
This is the 9th record for Wales and a first for Brecknock and indeed, 
BIS.  

References: Field Guide to the Bees of Great Britain and Ireland, Steven Falk, Bloomsbury Publishing, 2015 
Janice Vincett, Vice County Recorder for Bees & Wasps, Breconshire & Radnorshire 

------------------------------------------ 
 

Conservatories, greenhouses and 
polytunnels as insect traps 

 
Contact Clare at clareboyesvc47@gmail.com and the address to send any specimens to is Bridge Cottage, 
Middletown, Welshpool, SY21 8DG  
Clare Boyes, Vice County Recorder for Bees & Wasps, Montgomeryshire  

Andrena falsifica female. Photo - Steven Falk 

The distinctively featured abdomen of 
Andrena falsifica. Photo—Steven Falk 

With over 500 species of solitary bees and wasps in 
the UK, Montgomeryshire has very few records for 
this group. Many species are very small, and it is not 
always obvious what they are.  It would help our 
understanding of what is in the county if you could 
collect up any dead bees and wasps from your 

greenhouses and conservatories this summer, 
package them up and send to Clare.  Clare’s 
polytunnel has already produced many new county 
records. If you are not sure if it is a bee or wasp, count 
the wings as a starting point. Flies have only one pair 
of wings whereas bees and wasps have two pairs. 

mailto:clareboyesvc47@gmail.com
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One small spot – three new county records 
In the spring and summer, a standing dead larch in my garden is alive with nesting solitary bees and wasps. I 

have recorded three species of mason bee (Osmia bicornis, O. leiana, and O. caerulescens) and the scissor bee, 

Chelostoma florisomne nesting in the trunk along with the cleptoparasitic wasp Monosapyga clavicornis and a 

couple of species of solitary wasps in the genus Ancistrocerus . The tree is proving its worth in attracting other 

invertebrates too.  

 

Last July I noticed a curious case made of lichen. It was about the 

size of a grain of rice, and belonged to a moth, Luffia 

ferchaultella. In close-up, the case is beautiful and very well 

camouflaged. This moth is unusual as the wingless females are 

self-fertile.  

 

Also, last July I collected a miniscule wasp. Although I quickly 

identified this to the genus Spilomena, I needed to consult an 

expert to determine the species. With the help of Shropshire experts, Ian Cheeseborough and Nigel Jones, we 

identified the wasp as Spilomena enslini. The BWARS website states that it is restricted to the south of 

England. 

This spring, I found a snake fly on the trunk. I had never 

seen a snake fly before and apparently they are very rarely 

seen as they spend most of their time at the tops of trees. 

Again, I had to consult an expert and it was determined 

that this was Xanthostigma Xanthostigma.  

All three species had never been recorded in 

Montgomeryshire before and all three were found at eye 

level on the same square foot of trunk. It just goes to show 

what can be discovered just outside the front door! 

 

Clare Boyes, Vice County Recorder for Bees & Wasps, Montgomeryshire  

Case of the moth, Luffia ferchaultella. 
Photo - Clare Boyes 

Snake Fly, Xanthostigma Xanthostigma. 
Photo - Clare Boyes 

Clare Boyes is the county recorder for bees and wasps for Montgomeryshire. Clare has been learning about 

solitary bees and wasps for over seven years and is currently studying for an MSc in Biological Recording and 

Ecological Monitoring after retiring from a career in the NHS. Her research project will involve analysing the 

pollen loads of two species of mining bee and comparing to historic data. The aim is to understand how pollen 

loads vary with land cover change. 
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Ants 
Ants are ubiquitous in warm habitats, anywhere from natural habitats, gardens and disturbed ground, from the 
coast to high in the Cambrian Mountains, if there is exposure to the sun and a bit of shelter there will be some 
ants. 

Worldwide there are something like 15,000 ant species, but in Britain a more manageable if slightly 
disappointing 50 or so, made up of native ant species in the majority but with a few introduced aliens, and 
some exotics in hot-houses and other heated places. 

The identification of almost all  requires the examination of specimens under a microscope,  though sometimes 
it is possible to identify species from a good set of photographs. The majority of ants encountered are the 
sterile worker caste and it is best to learn the identification features of these  first, as the queens and males 
which are often only encountered at their mating flights can be quite different, the males especially. There are 
published keys to the British species, but all are out of date. Cedric Collingwood’s The Formicidae 
(Hymenoptera) of Fennoscandia and Denmark (1978) is the best, although it does include some non-British 
species, and obviously doesn’t include the species discovered since publication, it is still in print and also 
available to download as a PDF.  

The ants found in Powys all belong to two sub-families, the Myrmicinae and the Formicinae. This is covered in a 
guide I put together a couple of years ago to help students on workshops with the first steps in ant 
identification and can be downloaded from the FSC Biolinks resources page or my website, see links below.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Myrmicine ants have 2 isolated segments (the petiole) separating the thorax from the gaster (the end part of 
the abdomen in ants), this is visible in the field with a hand lens and an ant in a small  glass tube. Myrmicine 

ants all have stings (and many will freely use them) 
and include the genus Myrmica, several species of 
which are common in gardens. All need to be 
examined under high-magnification to determine 
which species. 

Formicine ants include the mound-building  Formica 
species known as ‘wood ants’ as well as a number of 
dark brown species of Formica and Lasius commonly 
found in gardens and sometimes within buildings. 
They can be easily separated from Myrmicine ants 
as they have only a single petiole segment, in the 
form of a scale, between the thorax and the gaster.  

Myrmica rubra, a Myrmicine ant. 
Photo - Richard Becker 

A Formicine ant, in this case Formica fusca. 
Photo - Richard Becker 

Lasius flavus (yelllow meadow ant) workers 
tending larvae in a nest. Photo - Richard Becker 
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Yellow Lasius ants living in earth mounds in grassland will be Lasius flavus, known as the yellow meadow ant. If 
the mound contains tiny yellow Formicine ants (so you have checked it is an ant mound, not just  pile of soil) it 
is fine to record it as this species. Yellow Lasius ants will also occur in all sorts of other habitats and places, 
these subterranean ants will almost always turn out to be L. flavus as well, but they could also be one of a 
group of  4 other species (the ‘Lasius umbratus group’), all of which are only rarely recorded. These species all 
found their colonies by temporary social parasitism (see box) of common species of Lasius. We know they must 
be much more widespread and frequent than records suggest because they are in turn hosts of another 

temporary social parasite, Lasius fuliginosus, known as the jet ant. This species is recorded regularly in the 
southern half of Britain. As only a small proportion of the host species will be parasitised the hosts must be 
significantly more frequent than fuliginosus, though records suggest the opposite. Recording fuliginosus is 
helped by it being a relatively large and distinct species that makes trails on the ground and climbs trees to 
‘milk’ aphids, very different from the underground life of its hosts. Lasius fuliginosus nests are usually in dead 
wood or hollow old trees, look for a relatively large, shiny black (like jet) ant with a distinctly concave rear to its 
head. 

National recording for ants is undertaken by BWARS, records can be sent direct to BWARS (details on their 
website), or entered to iRecord. I am always happy to look at ant specimens or photographs for identification, I 
occasionally lead workshops for The Field Studies Council and others, and expect to do so again at some point 
in the future 

Richard Becker, Vice County Recorder for Ants, Breconshire, Radnorshire & Montgomeryshire  

BWARS https://www.bwars.com 

FSC Biolinks ID Signpost https://www.fscbiodiversity.uk/idsignpost/quick-ant-guide 

Ant ID Resources https://richardbeckerphotography.co.uk/ant_identification/ 

Temporary social parasitism 

‘Temporary social parasites establish new colonies with the assistance of a host species. A queen of the parasite 
enters the nest of the host and chemically tricks the host workers into adopting her. The intruding queen kills or 
drives off the host queen and begins to lay her own eggs. Host workers remain in the colony and tend both their 
own eggs and the eggs of the new queen. Over time the host workers are replaced with workers from the new 
queen and the colony becomes completely populated by the new queen's offspring.’ (https://antwiki.org/wiki/
Temporary_Parasitism) 

In addition to the small yellow ants of the ‘Lasius umbratus group’ mentioned in the text several other native 
species can form new colonies in this way including the ‘wood ants’. 

Lasius flavus nest mounds in a meadow. Cors y Llyn NNR.  

Photo - Richard Becker 

Lasius fuliginosus workers tending aphids. 

Photo - Richard Becker 

https://www.bwars.com
https://www.fscbiodiversity.uk/idsignpost/quick-ant-guide
https://richardbeckerphotography.co.uk/ant_identification/
https://antwiki.org/wiki/Temporary_Parasitism
https://antwiki.org/wiki/Temporary_Parasitism
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Mosses and Liverworts in your Garden 
We’re surrounded by mosses and liverworts.  They’re within a few metres of you nearly all the time, even if you 

live in a town.  Your garden has lots of different kinds, and now’s a good time to see how many different species 

you can find without even leaving home. 

As with flowers, different kinds of moss and liverwort live in different habitats.  Some species grow best on 

stones or bricks, others prefer soil, and yet others only grow on the bark of trees and shrubs. 

Most gardens have a lawn, and most lawns have some moss in them – as you probably know only too well!  But 

have you ever wondered which species they are and tried to identify them?  My lawn has lots of Springy Turf-

moss (Rhytidiadelphus squarrosus) with its leaves bent right away from the stem, alongside Rough-stalked 

Feather-moss (Brachythecium rutabulum) and Common Feather-moss (Kindbergia praelonga).  Damper parts of 

a lawn also often harbour the elongated shoot-tips of Pointed Spear-moss (Calliergonella cuspidata) and the 

delicate liverwort Bifid Crestwort (Lophocolea bidentata).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now wander over to the vegetable patch you still 

haven’t got around to digging over this year.  Here 

you’re likely to find a veritable galaxy of little 

plants – but not the ones that like your lawn: 

Common Pottia (Tortula truncata) easily 

recognized by its truncate capsules, Cuspidate 

Earth-moss (Phascum cuspidatum), Bird’s-claw 

Beard-moss (Barbula unguiculata), various Thread-

mosses (Bryum species) and perhaps the new-

moon-shaped gemmae-receptacles of Crescent-

cup Liverwort (Lunularia cruciata).  

Rough-stalked Feather-moss, 
Brachythecium rutabulum. Photo - Ralph Martin 

Lunularia cruciata with Kindbergia praelonga. 
Photo - Ralph Martin 
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Do you have a wall?  If so, look along the top for Wall Screw-moss (Tortula muralis) and Grey-cushioned 

Grimmia (Grimmia pulvinata); the screw-moss holds its capsules fully erect but the Grimmia dips them shyly 

back amongst the leaves.  Other species may be lurking in crevices down the side where mortar has fallen out, 

and yet other species like the damper conditions at the bottom.  And don’t forget to look in the crevices 

between the paving slabs, and on your roof.  Tarmac drives have their own unique suite of species too, 

especially where it’s a bit damper and less disturbed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have a tree or well-grown shrub, check the bark for Plait-mosses (Hypnum species), Bristle-mosses 

(Orthotrichum species) and liverworts such as Forked Veilwort (Metzgeria furcata). 

So how many species can you find in your garden?  

There’s a field-guide to help you identify them, with 

close-up colour photographs of all these species and 

more.  You can see all the descriptions and 

illustrations of species online at http://

britishbryologicalsociety.org.uk (click on the picture 

of the guide’s front cover in the left-hand margin of 

the home-page).  Or order a hard copy of the book if 

you find yourself getting really hooked by the 

beautiful miniature world of mosses and liverworts 

that’s been right under your nose, all this time.  

 

Mark Lawley, Vice County Recorder for Mosses & 

Liverworts, Radnorshire & Montgomeryshire Forked Veilwort, Metzgeria furcata. 
Photo - Ralph Martin  

Wall Screw-moss, Tortula muralis. Photo - Ralph Martin 

http://britishbryologicalsociety.org.uk
http://britishbryologicalsociety.org.uk
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Dragonflies in Breconshire, early summer 2020 
The season started with the unusually early emergence of Large Red Damselflies from my small garden pond in 
Brecon.  The first was an immature male on 16th April, eleven days earlier than in any other of the past ten 
years here. Another sixteen emerged on warm mornings until 3rd May, since when at the time of writing on 8th, 
I have seen none. I removed the exuviae, empty nymph cases, the best way to see just how many have emerged 
and not count any twice. When they are mature I expect to see adults returning to the pond to breed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blue-tailed Damselflies are easier to identify, the sexes look similar and they are widely distributed. On Mynydd 
Illtyd and at other upland pools is the Scarce Blue-tailed Damselfly, the males slighter than Blue-tailed with a 
different pattern on S8 and S9. The females are green, and  some immatures  orange. 

Common Blue damselfly. Photo - Keith Noble Azure damselfly. Photo - Keith Noble 

If I were not confined, I would by now have visited 
Llangorse Lake, expecting to find other damselflies. 
Variable Damselflies are usually the first to appear 
there, typically in the first week of May, with large 
numbers, sometimes thousands in the Llangasty 
meadows around mid-month. Among them would be 
many Common Blue and smaller numbers of Azure. 
Common Blue and Azure damselflies occur at many 
places around the county, but apart from the odd old 
record, Variable is only known from Llangorse and 
sightings elsewhere would need to be supported by 
good descriptions and photos. 

Males of these three blue damselflies can be 
separated with a careful look at their markings, 
females are more difficult, (and immature damselflies 
can be confusing because they take a while to 
develop their full colours). Common Blues have what I 
see as a black table tennis bat on Segment 2 at the 
base of the abdomen, and a plain blue tail end of S8 
and S9. Both sexes have broad pale stripes on the 
dark  top of the thorax. Variable and Azure males 
differ in the shape of the marks on S2 and S9, and the 
stripes on top of Variable's thorax are broken like 
exclamation marks.  
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By mid-May, Banded and Beautiful Demoiselles appear along the Wye, and in smaller numbers on the Usk and 
Canal. Male Banded have dark blotches on their wings, which are all dark on Beautiful. Females are separated 
by wing colour, green Banded, brown Beautiful. With them on the Wye should be some White-legged 
Damselflies.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another species appeared at Llangorse in the last two summers, Red-eyed Damselfly, one to look out for. Later 
in the summer Emerald Damselflies are widespread and in some places  numerous.  

Two Chasers, Broad-bodied and Four-spotted, should be 
around from mid-May. Their shape and behaviour are good 
identification features. Broad-bodied are gold-brown in 
immatures and females, pale blue in males, while slimmer 
Four-spotted are brown with distinctive wing markings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first of the hawkers is the Hairy Dragonfly, only 
known in small numbers at Llangorse. More widely, 
Emperors, Golden-ringed Dragonflies and Black-tailed 
Skimmers fly in June, and as summer progresses other 
dragonflies including hawkers and darters will appear. 

For more information see the British Dragonfly Society website, british-dragonflies.org.uk. 
I welcome your sightings and will try to answer queries, knoble.kn@btinternet.com 

Keith Noble, Breconshire Dragonfly Recorder 

Banded demoiselle (male). Photo - Keith Noble 

Broad bodied chaser. Photo - Keith Noble 

Four spotted chaser. Photo - Keith Noble 

https://british-dragonflies.org.uk/
mailto:knoble.kn@btinternet.com
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Invaders of the National Park Project – an 
update 
Over winter the Invasive Non-Native Species (INNS) Team turned their attention to another invasive plant 
species that occurs in the Brecon Beacons National Park. Joining forces with the Western Area Wardens’ Team 
to begin controlling the evergreen shrub Rhododendron (Rhododendron ponticum) on the hillside of Cribarth, 
an area of old limestone quarries and tram-roads situated high above Craig-y-Nos Country Park in the upper 
Tawe Valley.  

Why is the Cribarth special? “It is the most interesting geo-diverse area within the National Park” (Alan 
Bowring, Geo Park Officer, BBNPA). The site is also a Scheduled Ancient Monument, hence the need to 
eradicate this invasive non-native species from an important geological area and historical site. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wild or Pontic Rhododendron is native to south-west Asia and south-west Europe. Introduced to Britain from 
Spain/Portugal in 1763. Victorian estates used it in woodlands for cover for game birds and in their ornamental 
gardens. The non-native shrub was first recorded in the wild in Lincolnshire in 1894.  

Rhododendron are large evergreen shrubs reaching 4-5m (up to 8m in enclosed woodland environments) with 
attractive lilac pink or purple blousy flowers. Flowering commences at 10-12 years. Leaves are elliptical, 
leathery, dull dark green with no teeth on edges. It can spread by suckers (stem layering) but primarily 
reproduces and spreads by very small and light seeds (approx. 3,000-7,000 per flower head, 0.06 milligrams) 
which ripen in December, dispersing in February/March. The seeds can be carried by wind over long distances, 
also by water, animals and in topsoil. Rhododendron can also regenerate from small rhizome fragments (a 
horizontal underground stem with shoots and roots sent out from nodes). Its stems are woody and light brown, 
becoming trunk-like over time.  

Today it can be found growing in a variety of habitats: woodland, rocky hillsides, heathland, along river banks 
and in parks and gardens growing in acidic soils. Apart from its attractive flowers, the aggressive shrub has a 
negative impact on any site it invades. It reduces the biodiversity value of any habitat with mature shrubs 
shading out native flora and is able to physically reduce access to a site by sheer size and density of bushes 
present. Mature rhododendron specimens also act as a significant source of seed for invasion of new areas.  

All parts of the evergreen shrub are poisonous to us and a range of animals including farm livestock. 

Rhododendrons can also host the plant destroying pathogen Phytophthora, (an algae-like organism called a 
water mould) which causes extensive damage and death to more than 150 plant species including some forest 
species. Phytophthora first arrived in the UK in 2002 on imported viburnum plants. There are two species of 
Phytophthora – P. ramorum and P. kernoviae (arrived in 2003).  

Rhododendron. Photos - D. Jermyn & B. Lewis (BBNPA) 
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The microscopic spores of Phytophthora spread naturally in wind-blown rain (up to 4 miles) where they are 
deposited into the soil and leaf litter, from where they can be picked up on footwear, on animals feet and on 
bicycle and vehicle tyres and transported from one area to another. Spores can also spread by moving infected 
plants or cuttings to uninfected areas. Examples of shrub and tree species known to be affected include alder, 
beech, bilberry, horse & sweet chestnut and larch. 
Other similar invasive non-native species that grow in similar habitats include the evergreen Cherry Laurel 
(Prunus laurocerasus) can reach up to 14m. Its dark green leaves are shiny with small teeth on each edge. The 
leaf when crushed produces a weak almond scent. Flowers are white candle-like spikes and its berries are oval, 
fleshy and purplish-black in colour like small ‘olives’. The fruit and seed should not be eaten, as all parts of the 
shrub contain poisonous hydrogen cyanide. Introduced to Britain in 1629, first recorded in the wild in 1886. 

Yellow Azalea (Rhododendron luteum) is 
a smaller deciduous shrub which can 
reach up to 2m. It’s light green hairy 
leaves have shallow teeth on each edge. The yellow showy flowers are bell-shaped, and very fragrant. The 
shrub is toxic to animals and humans if eaten. Introduced to Britain in 1793, first found in the wild in 1939.  

 

The INNS Team is pleased to announce that 
the National Park project has been extended 
for 12 months. We look forward to seeing you 
at one of our forthcoming INNS events, Covid-
19 restrictions permitting. 

How you can help the project? 

By reporting sightings of rhododendron, 
cherry laurel, azalea and other invasive non-
native species in the wild in the National Park, 
please use the contact details below or submit 
your INNS sightings using BIS WiReD or the 
LERC Wales App. 
 

If you are interested in helping or you would like any further information on the project please contact Bev 
Lewis Beverley.Lewis@beacons-npa.gov.uk Tel: 07854 997 508 

David Jermyn, INNS Team 

 Cherry Laurel. Photo - GBNNSS 

Yellow Azalea. Photo - A. Thorne (BBNPA) 

Cutting and treating rhododendron by hand on the Cribarth – 
not an easy task.  Photo - B. Lewis 

mailto:Beverley.Lewis@beacons-npa.gov.uk
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Connecting people and nature – an exciting 
future for Powys’ special wildlife areas? 
Moelygarth Wood is a woodland Local Wildlife Site, just 300m from my front door. My first visit to this wood was 
in 2007, carrying out surveys as part of the Montgomeryshire Wildlife Sites project 2006 – 2010. We did a survey 
for dormice and luckily managed to find one nest. Nine years later, we moved to our current house, but my busy 
life prevented me from really exploring Moelygarth Wood. Bizarrely, we seemed to find ourselves making an 
annual pilgrimage in the lull between Christmas and New Year! 

Enter a global pandemic and resulting edict from government to stay at home. Although still working full time, 
there were none of the usual distractions; like so many, I began to focus on recording wildlife close to home. Now, 
those who know me, know that I am rather a compulsive recorder anyway, but with my usual surveys verboten, I 
had more time and energy to devote to the local patch. I was absolutely delighted to discover that Moelygarth 
Wood was the best bluebell woodland I had ever seen; I think the date of the annual pilgrimage might change in 
future! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tammy Stretton, Conservation Officer, Montgomeryshire Wildlife Trust 

Moelygarth Wood.  Photo - Tamasine Stretton 

As regular readers of the BIS Newsletter will know, 
Local Wildlife Sites (LWS) are special sites for wildlife 
outside of statutory designated sites and I have just 
finished coordinating a Powys-wide project on them – 
‘Where the Wild Things Are’. The project has produced 
new criteria for the selection of LWS and now we need 
to identify all the potential sites out there. It’s about 
time we saw true recognition of the value of the Powys 
countryside; compared to many other parts of Wales, 
the number of existing LWS is tiny. We have already 
lost so much, we must fight hard to retain and expand 
what we have left and LWS are a key part of the 
ecological network. 

We must also work harder to connect people with their 
local wildlife-rich habitats, helping them to value them, 
as well as the role they can play in good physical and 
mental health and their contribution to reducing 
greenhouse gases and pollution. My recent experience 
has really highlighted this; I already valued Moelygarth 

Wood and of course, I already love wildlife, but this has 
definitely now gone to the next level! 

The ‘Where the Wild Things Are’ project may be over, 
but for Powys’ LWS, the hard work has only just begun! 
The wildlife trusts in Powys are already seeking funding 
to continue our work on LWS and when we succeed, we 
will need the help of the biological recording 
community once again. In fact, we do not need to wait 
until then. Please continue to send in your species 
records, as we can use this data to help identify 
potential LWS. If you don’t already take part in 
biological recording, but want to get started, I would be 
happy to help. Alternatively, you could contact BIS. 

These are very challenging times, but there are many 
opportunities too. Never has there been a better time 
to find solace in nature, whilst also making a 
meaningful contribution to nature conservation and 
indeed the future of all life on the planet. 
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Brecknock Axiophytes 
Brecknock Botany Group have produced a list of Axiophytes for the county. According to the BSBI, Axiophytes 
are “worthy plants” - the 40% or so of species that arouse interest and praise from botanists when they are 
seen. They are indicators of habitat that is considered important for conservation and will all be reasonably 
likely to be found if you look in the right sort of place in the county. They are not the same as rare plants—
those species that have only ever been recorded in one or two sites in a county. Lists of axiophytes provide a 
powerful technique for determining conservation priorities. Sites with many axiophytes are usually of greater 
importance than those with fewer; and changes in the number of axiophytes in a site over time can be used for 
monitoring the outcome of management practices. 

Botany group members deliberated online over lists and argued about their relative merits and came up with a 
list of just over 200 plants. It includes species that are becoming important road verge plants and contribute to 
the flora of the county. Some are not truly native to the county but have become established and are welcome. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

What are axiophytes for? 
1. Evidence for site designation 
Lists of axiophytes for various BAP habitats can be used as an empirical measure for sites of nature 
conservation interest. This allows landowners and others to see how decisions have been made. 

2. Protecting the wider countryside 
Each grid square in the countryside can be assigned a number according to the total number of axiophytes 
present. For axiophyte-rich squares, full surveys need to be carried out, and potentially damaging operations 
can be directed away from the most important areas. 

3. Monitoring site condition 
Because lists of axiophytes are much longer than the lists of rarities, they are much more sensitive to changes in 
ecology. If protected sites and nature reserves had lists of axiophytes, their abundance could be measured over 
the years and decades to see how well they are performing. 

4. Prioritising resource allocation 
Because each site can be ranked according to the number of axiophytes it contains, a relative scale of site 
importance can be created, using a quantifiable method. Axiophytes are therefore a more effective way to 
allocate conservation resources. 

Sites which have lost the most axiophytes most recently might well be the most promising ones for restoration. 
Targets can be set and monitored by specifying which axiophytes will benefit. Several Nature Improvement 
Area projects use axiophytes as a way to monitor progress of nature conservation projects in the wider 
countryside. For a list of Brecknock Axiophytes contact John, the Vice County Recorder, john@floralimages.co.uk  

John Crellin, Vice County Recorder for Plants, Breconshire  

Three-nerved Sandwort, Tywodlys teirnerf, 
Moehringia trinervia. Photo - John Crellin 

Lesser Skullcap, Cycyllog bach, 
Scutellaria minor. Photo - John Crellin 

mailto:john@floralimages.co.uk
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What first got you interested in wildlife recording? 
My family were all keen naturalists but I refused to be 
interested. Then on a school trip aged 11 some of us 
found it fun to catch cabbage whites in our jackets. 
That’s when I decided that studying butterflies and 
moths might be enjoyable! 

Favourite place to see wildlife, or just to sit and ‘be at 
one’ with nature? 
The best place to see wildlife nearby is of course 
Llangorse Lake. But if I want to meditate there’s a 
particular rock on Mynydd Llangorse that’s just right 
for leaning against and admiring the view. My family 
call it “Norman’s Stone”. And it’s a good place for 
moths too. 

Top tip when recording? 
Write the details down straight away either online or 
in hard copy and retain the evidence. I frequently refer 
to this primary source when records are questioned 
and recently was able to correct a transcription error I 
made in 2012 by going back to my handwritten notes. 

Most memorable wildlife experience? 
Finding a  huge convolvulus hawk-moth in my trap  
than setting it free. Amazingly, even in cloudy 
conditions it circled a few times before it seemed to 
decide to fly north west on its continued migration. 
How it knew the right direction I don’t know. 

Any forgettable recording days?!! 
Struggling with a moth trap in pouring rain searching 
for the Silurian moth at the Gospel Pass. No moths at 
all, but I was soaked to the skin. 

Famous people you’ve met? 
The Queen when I went to collect my gong at 
Buckingham Palace. We were able to watch the 
changing of the guard from the inside! 

What species first would you like to see next? 
The mistletoe marble moth Celypha woodiana. This is a 
rare and elusive tortrix moth, the larvae of which are 
leaf miners on mistletoe. It occurs over the border in 
Herefordshire and I’d love to record it in Breconshire. 
 
Any wildlife adventures abroad? 
On family holidays in the Alps we became interested in 
the large number of different species of Mountain 
Ringlet (Erebia) butterflies. We called them “blacks”. 
We even incorporated them into the family coat of 
arms which I had as a 60th birthday present. 

Have you any tips for 
recording wildlife for a 
beginner? 
When social distancing 
restrictions allow, take any 
opportunity to go out with 
someone knowledgeable and 
pick their brains. It helps if 
you have a grandparent who 
can show you the contents of 
their garden moth trap! 

The most useful tool / IT that 
you use to record wildlife? 
Because there are so many 
moth records in a typical 
season MapMate is my data entry tool of choice. I then 
manipulate the data in Excel and combine them with 
the other county records that I have to verify – over 
10,000 each year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recorder of the Season 
Norman Lowe is the Vice County Recorder for 
Moths in Breconshire. Here we find out a bit 
more about our esteemed moth-er. 

Norman and friends at Llangorse Lake 

Convolvulus hawk-moth 

A knowledgeable 
grandparent 
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The Return of Natur Cymru 
Conservation’s Loss 
The Initiative for Nature Conservation Cymru (INCC) believes that 
wildlife and nature conservation is better served when nature 
conservationists come together to debate and share ideas, 
successes and failures. For many years the nature conservation 
sector in Wales had this vital sharing platform in the form of the 
all-Wales publication, Natur Cymru.  

The publication, which ran from 2001 – 2017, celebrated nature 
in Wales by shining a light on Welsh conservation projects and 
the species and habitats of our terrestrial and marine 
environments. Natur Cymru was managed by a small number of 
dedicated staff and was established with support from the 
Countryside Council for Wales (CCW) and the Welsh Government 
(WG). The publication came to an end in 2017 when Natural 
Resources Wales (NRW) withdrew funding. 

As a result of its absence, the nature conservation sector in Wales has been without a cohesive voice or means 
of engaging with each other and different groups about the positive actions needed to help reverse the declines 
in wildlife.  

The Return of Natur Cymru 
A key objective to the creation of INCC in 2018 was to facilitate an all-Wales independent voice for wildlife and 
nature conservation, one that could speak out and challenge Environmental Decision Makers for the benefit of 
wildlife.  

In the summer of 2019, INCC approached the then directors of Natur Cymru Ltd for advice and guidance on 
setting up a publication that could help fill the gap left by Natur Cymru’s absence. From those initial discussions 
came a growing desire from both parties to see INCC re-establish the Natur Cymru publication. In March 2020, 
assets from Natur Cymru Ltd were transferred to INCC so that the publication could be revived.  

The Future  

With the new publication due out in autumn 2020, INCC aims to provide a shared platform of leading experts, 
amateur naturalists and aspiring conservationists from across Wales. This will help bring about a more inclusive 
sector, and one that is able to provide effective solutions and inspire the necessary actions. 

As well as traditional articles on wildlife, projects and habitats in Wales, the new publication will also be a 
platform for opinion and debate about nature conservation issues and provide readers with an insight into 
political attitudes and decisions regarding biodiversity. 

Having Your Say 
INCC is currently in the process of developing the publication and we would be very keen to hear your thoughts 
on the content and features that would appeal to you, or that you think are important for the nature 
conservation sector in Wales. For further information regarding Natur Cymru, suggestions and to register your 
interest, please email info@incc.wales 

Robert Jones Parry, Chief Executive Officer, Initiative for Nature Conservation Cymru (INCC) 

“Natur Cymru is an invaluable resource for anyone interested in wildlife and nature con-

servation in Wales. Knowing that the journal will be safeguarded by INCC fills me with 

hope. I look forward to reading future editions.” Iolo Williams 

mailto:info@incc.wales
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BIS Board of Directors 

Funding Partners 

Support Group 

Norman Lowe, Chairman 

Sue Furber 

Deborah Perkin (BBNP) 

Bob Dennison 

John Wilson, Treasurer 

Keith Noble 

Sarah Woodcock (WTSWW) 

Andrew Lucas (NRW observer) 

Alastair Knox (Powys CC observer) 

Chris Ledbury (RWT Observer) 

Janet Imlach (BIS), Non-Director, Company Secretary 

Welsh Government 

Natural Resources Wales (NRW) 

Powys County Council (PCC) 

Brecon Beacons National Park Authority (BBNPA) 

South, North & Mid-Wales Trunk Road Agency  

Dwr Cymru Welsh Water (DCWW) 

Network Rail 

Ken Perry (NRW), Chairman 

Bradley Welch (BBNPA) 

Steph Coates (WTSWW, Brecknock) 

Tammy Stretton (MWT) 

Darylle Hardy (RWT) 

Rachel Price (PCC) 

 

 

Wildlife in the Marches 

With more time than usual on your hands, 

perhaps you would be interested in reading the 

book Wildlife in the Marches, by Mark Lawley.  

Sample pages of the book are available to view at 

 http://www.corbiculadesign.co.uk/marches.html  

To buy a copy please contact Mark by email or 

post at 12A Castleview Terrace, Ludlow, 

Shropshire SY8 2NG. 

Email: mrbryology@gmail.com 

http://www.corbiculadesign.co.uk/marches.html

