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BIS Update 

Aderyn Development 

BIS would like to welcome John Robinson who will be working in the BIS office 1 

day per week and at SEWBReC for 2 days. John is a skilled Laravelle developer 

and will be working on further development of Aderyn to improve resilience for 

national and local customers of LERC Wales.  Although employed by SEWBReC 

this short-term post is funded by the other 3 Welsh LERCs and will enable Steve 

to eventually work on other projects for BIS. John is pictured above (on the right) 

in a recent BIS team photo including Rowan and Ivy. 

New SLA’s 

Thanks to Ben, BIS held a very successful Recorders Forum in March with a variety 

of interesting speakers. I gave a short talk on BIS highlights of 2018 and was able to report that BIS had the best 

year for increased number of Service Level Agreements (SLA’s) including new LERC Wales SLAs with Dwr Cymru 

Welsh Water and a short trial with Network Rail. (see chart below). I am pleased to report they will both be 

extended into 2019/20. These new SLA’s 

are a result of negotiations by other LERC 

Wales managers but are enabled by the 

development of Aderyn which allows 

partner access to LERC Wales data to run 

their own searches. I cannot emphasise 

enough how this development has helped 

BIS and LERC Wales in providing an 

automated service to partners and 

commercial clients, and freeing time for 

more data management and recording 

support. 

 

 

Recorder 6 

I also reported that last year BIS 

entered the second highest number 

of species records into the Recorder 

6 database as Jo was able to pull in 

several records from the NBN Atlas 

as well as county recorder records. 

Jo has done a lot of further analysis 

of the data presented at the forum 

(see the snap-shot on the next page) 

and this will be included in the BIS 

annual report at the AGM in 

November. 

2018 saw the second highest number of species records entered into Recorder 6 

Jo, Steve, Ben, Janet, John, 

Rowan & Ivy 

By Janet Imlach, BIS Manager 
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What’s The Use of all this Data? 

Who uses the data BIS holds? And why? 

Taking 2018 as an example year I looked at how the data that BIS holds is used and who by. 

Looking at how our data gets used helps to highlight the importance of having robust, useable and accessible 
biodiversity data and reminds us all of why we need to log those wildlife sightings. 

In 2018 over 2.5 million records were used in the BIS area to inform decision making, guide conservation 
efforts, create species distribution maps, monitor species range changes and to carry out research into species 
ecology. 

The data users can broadly be divided into six different categories represented in the chart below. 

 
 

Chart shows data use 

in BIS area in 2018 

By Jo Milborrow, BIS Data Officer 
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Partners 49% 

BIS and LERC Wales work with many partners, these partners include national, regional and local 

organisations ranging from Welsh Government, Natural Resources Wales and local authorities to the 

Wildlife Trusts and local projects. Data can be accessed by the partners under licence and is restricted to 

appropriate areas.  

In 2018 BIS provided data to 12 partners through 2377 data searches. These directly inform decisions on 

strategy and conservation management as well as guiding mitigation and works on the ground. 

NBN Atlas 29% 

The National Biodiversity Network Atlas provides a national biodiversity dataset that can be accessed by 

anyone. BIS provides some of the data it holds to the Atlas at a reduced resolution.  

In 2018 BIS provided 750,000 records. These were accessed through 109 searches most of which were 

for research or educational purposes. 

Commercial enquiries 7.6% 

BIS compiles reports for commercial clients such as Ecological consultants. These include designated and 

non-designated sites and habitat information as well as species records. In 2018 BIS provided reports to 

59 different consultancies for 127 locations. These are used to guide development and mitigation 

measures. 

County Recorders 6.8% 

County recorders provide 48% of the data that BIS holds. BIS also provides a lot of records back to the 

county recorders, these will be records for species within the county recorders taxa that they do not yet 

have. This has led to some new species being added to the list.  

In 2018 BIS provided records to 28 different county recorders, totalling over 172,000 records. These are 

then used to inform current knowledge of the counties flora and fauna and to contribute to national 

species distribution mapping. 

Planning 5.6% 

BIS compiles weekly reports on the planning applications received by Powys County Council and Brecon 

Beacons National Park Authority. These are then collated and sent out to 25 recipients to allow them to 

respond to the applications. 

In 2018 BIS processed 1726 planning applications. 

Research 0.7% 

BIS provides records for research into all aspects of species distribution and ecology. In 2018 17500 

records were supplied for projects investigating the distribution and ecology of Black Grouse, Invasive 

Non-natives, Otters and Deer species.                                                    
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Recording Bees 

Bees are from the Order Hymenoptera which includes wasps and ants. In the UK there are 269 species of bee 

and 241 species of wasp.  Most are classed as solitary although some are eusocial and will nest in aggregations.  

These include 25 species of bumblebee and one of the largest and most commonly recorded bumblebees is 

Bombus terrestris or Buff-tailed bumblebee. It is one of the first to be out of hibernation and is usually recorded 

in Powys from the end of January. 

Bees are found in many habitats and certain species will be on the wing at a particular time of year, although 

due to weather conditions, this is not completely reliable. This year, due to a very warm couple of weeks in 

February, bees that usually emerge in April were recorded.   

Some species are polylectic and can exploit different flowers for pollen and nectar whilst others will rely upon 

certain groups of flower types.  Some bees are oligolectic and require one flower species alone. 

 

Spring is a good time to begin to identify some solitary species 

and one that can easily be recognized in the field is Andrena 

haemorrhoa.  It is approximately 7-10 mm and has a red-

haired thorax and black abdomen with a red tip of hairs to its 

last tergite (the ‘tail’ of the bee) that is present in both male 

and female. 

 

 

 

Another early emerging solitary species that is fairly straight 

forward to identify is Andrena cineraria or Ashy Mining bee. At 

approximately 10 mm they are a black bee with distinctive 

grey/silver hairs in two bands across the top and lower part of 

the thorax.  Male and female are similar to each other and they 

will often nest in aggregations of compacted areas of soil. 

 

By Janice Vincett 

Andrena haemorrhoa (female), a mining bee 

Andrena cineraria (male), Ashy Mining bee 
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Nomada species of bees are quite recognizable as most appear to 

look like small wasps.  They can often be seen flying slowly above the 

ground searching for their host’s nest. These are cleptoparasites and 

the female will lay her eggs in the nests of certain species of solitary 

bees. Their eggs hatch before their hosts and consume the larvae and 

provisions before emerging.  

In order to record bees it is important to identify them correctly and 

many require examination with a microscope and the use of keys.  

However, a few can be done in the field with a hand lens as they 

have distinctive features and it is always worth attempting to 

photograph them (before they zoom away!). 

Precious Pearls 
By Tammy Stretton, Montgomeryshire wildlife Trust 

Our NRW funded project for the Pearl-bordered Fritillary (PBF) began in September and we are pleased to report 

on progress so far. 

Crucial to the survival of this very rare, threatened butterfly is good quality habitat and good spring weather.  

Unfortunately, we can only directly control one of those!  A tremendous amount of effort has gone in to 

managing the habitat this winter; to date 

over eight hectares of bracken cutting/

raking, scrub clearance and coppicing has 

been completed. This has been done by 

contractors, MWT staff and volunteers.   

36 individual volunteers have donated 

over 87 days of their time! In addition to 

our usual Roaming Reserves Work Party 

volunteers, we have had groups from the 

Friends of Severn Farm Pond, Llanfyllin 

High School, Amberleigh Care and Bettws 

Lifehouse, carrying out work to benefit 

PBFs.  Social media posts have widened this 

further, reaching at least 4,285 people  

            (check out #PreciousPBFs). 

Now that spring is here, our minds are turning to how the butterflies will respond to all our hard work.  Our 

annual monitoring surveys typically run from mid-April to the end of May and we will be keeping our fingers 

crossed for a long spell of warm, calm, dry weather.  Volunteers are very welcome to help out with the habitat 

and adult PBF surveys, but be warned that the sites are steep and bracken/scrub covered so they are not for the 

faint hearted!  Surveys are also typically undertaken at short notice, as good weather is critical.  To express an 

interest in helping, contact Tammy at tammy@montwt.co.uk  

Pearl-bordered fritillary ©MWT Tammy Stretton 

A hot of the press 2019 sighting! 

Nomada goodeniana (male)           

Gooden’s nomad bee  Learn to identify Bees with Janice at the BIS event in 

August at Craig y Nos and Allt Rhongyr nature reserve. 

www.bis.org.uk/diaryevent/279 

mailto:tammy@montwt.co.uk
http://www.bis.org.uk/diaryevent/279
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Such a wide range of recording schemes exist now for everything from bee-flies to road kill that perhaps we all 

get distracted from looking at the plants which form the structure and habitats of our landscape. This may be a 

symptom of the phenomena of “plant blindness” which it seems we may be programmed towards, our brains 

automatically directing our attention towards animals from a young age.  

BSBI Atlases 

Against this natural tendency, The Botanical Society of Britain and Ireland (BSBI) has long been dedicated to 

plant recording and it started the publication of atlases with its 1962 publication “Atlas of the British Flora”. This 

work pioneered the use of dot maps aligned to the Ordnance Survey grid and presented 1706 taxa. It aimed to 

record in 10x10km squares and be as comprehensive as possible by enlisting volunteer recorders. These 

objectives now seem so familiar to recording schemes that it is hard for us to grasp how ambitious they were at 

the time. Perhaps a glimmer of this can be conveyed by the project’s reliance on punch code cards to collate 

records! 

Once the Atlas was published it provided fundamental background information for further ecological research 

including comparing the distribution of arctic alpines to isotherms (temperature contours). The 1962 Atlas and 

its sister 2000 publication have also had a great impact on conservation, documenting the decline of many 

previously widespread plants. This was caused by a foresighted decision to separate pre 1930 records of 

uncommon plants from subsequent ones. This work is being continued with the next 2020 Atlas and Vice 

Country recorders are embarking on the last season of field work across Britain and Ireland for this publication 

as I write.  

I have been fortunate to attend several of these field events recently from 

Brecknock to Anglesey and it seems to me that the Atlas recording has had 

several other important spinoffs. It requires the recording of common plants 

as well as rare, it encourages amateur botanists to work in teams and enables 

the sharing of knowledge in the field. However, given our natural inclination 

to plant blindness, it is worth looking at how we can help generally interested 

adults overcome this as well as aiding improving botanists. 

Wildflower Hour 

Social media has provided a range of Facebook pages and Twitter hashtags 

which can informally educate the open minded. The BSBI’s Twitter based 

@wildflowerhour (#wildflowerhour) is great fun to participate with every 

Sunday night between 8-9pm. Just post up a wildflower picture with the 

hashtag above, preferably with an identification if possible. The 

#wildflowerhour team tries to retweet all the pictures, helping with 

identification where required. They also now post up a weekly challenges, for 

example on the week beginning  the 29th April  the challenge was 

#hedgerowchallenge with participants looking at the wild and naturalised plants growing in hedges. 

Several BSBI linked botany groups run their own Facebook groups, a good example being the Glamorgan Botany 

group. These pages are great for seeing what plants to look for in a locality and when they are becoming 

noticeable. 

Cultivating a knowledge 
of flowering plants 

By Barbara Brown, BSBI Wales Officer 

Viola canina (Heath Dog Violet) 

found near Aberdovey 
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Citizen Science 

There are also citizen science projects which provide beginner botanists with a structure to develop 

observation skills, an objective and plenty of identification challenges. The Woodland Trust’s Nature’s Calendar 

requires participants to observe and record easy to identify flowering plants in a local patch, and is a great 

stepping stone on the way to becoming a biological recorder. Alternatively, the National Plant Monitoring 

scheme requires more commitment but collects statistically amenable data. The NMPS is organised and funded 

by the Centre for Ecology and Hydrology, the BSBI, Plantlife and the JNCC. It relies on volunteer surveyors who 

can choose a 1km square from the 

NPMS website; www.npms.org.uk. 

Five plots should be surveyed twice 

during the summer season. As the 

plots can be surveyed at 3 different 

levels of botanical expertise, it is 

possible for beginners to take part 

and provides the goal of moving up 

to the next level of knowledge. Over 

a thousand volunteers are now 

involved and they are looking at 

806km2 This successful scheme is 

still looking for volunteers to take on 

plots. It is not too late to join this 

year with Plantlife running training 

courses for volunteers across the 

country. 

Botany for Beginners Training Days 

As part of my role as Welsh office I shall also be running beginner’s botany workshops based on the Plant 

Families approach developed by Faith Anstey . This helps beginners to put plants into the correct family, so 

simplifying the use of Field guides. It also introduces some botanical terms. I shall be running one of these 

workshops for BIS on Saturday 15th June in Brecon, with an optional follow on field day run jointly by myself 

and John Crellin on Monday 8th July.  

So there are no shortage of projects and 

initiatives to help us all learn more. Although 

botany can seem daunting due to the 

enormous number of species involved, as 

with hillwalking and indeed any area of 

knowledge, the view expands with any 

height (or knowledge) gained! 

Identification puzzles are often solved in groups during BSBI Atlas 

field meetings. Here a concentration of botanists...on an Atlas field 

recording day  do just that! 

Viola reichenbachiana (Early Dog Violet) found near Ruthin 

BIS in association with BSBI are 

running a Botany for Beginners 

training day on Saturday 15th June. 

This free course in Brecon will teach 

you how to put plants into families.  

www.bis.org.uk/diaryevent/273 

http://www.npms.org.uk
http://www.bis.org.uk/diaryevent/273
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One of the best things about spiders as a species group is that you can find them just about anywhere and at 

any time of the year. There really isn’t such a thing as a ‘field season’ when it comes to spider recording. 

Indeed, some of the most interesting and under-recorded species are winter-maturing, so with little effort 

unusual new regional records can be made easily. 

At Home with Spiders 

A good place to start looking for spiders is in your own home or garden. Pholcus phalangioides (Daddy long-legs 

spider) is essentially restricted to frost-free human habitation. I’m sure many are already familiar with this large 

gangly-legged spider which 

constructs a scruffy tangle web 

behind furniture and in the 

corners of room ceilings. Because 

it’s restricted to buildings this 

species is under-recorded – few 

arachnologists go knocking on 

doors to survey other people’s 

houses! This species can be 

reliably identified by non-

specialists; the only similar 

species likely to be encountered 

is Psilochorus simoni. This rarity 

has a teardrop shaped abdomen, 

rather than the elongated 

abdomen found in Pholcus 

phalangioides (fig. 1) 

If you have a wooden fence in your garden look out for a woolly, bluish-white web fixed flat along the surface – 

this is the lair of Amaurobius. We have three Amaurobius species in Britain with Amaurobius similis (fig. 2) being 

the species typically associated with gardens. If your Amaurobius is jet-black with a faint white pattern on its 

abdomen, then it’ll be Amaurobius 

ferox – more typical of humid 

situations like cellars and drains. The 

third British species is Amaurobius 

fenestralis which looks very similar to 

Amaurobius similis, but tends to be a 

woodland species. 

Amaurobius can be charmed onto 

their webs using a tuning fork or 

electric toothbrush. Simply touch the 

web with the vibrating fork tine or 

toothbrush bristles and the spider will 

come rushing out to capture what it 

assumes is an ensnared insect! 

 Getting into spider recording at home 
By Richard Gallon, COFNOD 

Fig. 1 Pholcus phalangioides, a common, but under -recorded 
household spider 

Fig. 2 Amaurobius similis on its messy lace web 
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Baked Bean with Legs 

Many spiders are more active at night, so investigating your external house walls or garden can reveal some 

hidden gems. The Woodlouse spider (Dysdera crocata) doesn’t make a web for capturing its prey, but instead 

roams about at night looking for woodlice to eat. This spider’s huge fangs allow it pierce the soft underbelly of 

its otherwise armour-plated food. Dysdera crocata (fig. 3) is likely to be the only Dysdera species found around 

houses and is distinctively coloured with its reddish legs and carapace, and baked bean-like abdomen! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another cryptic, nocturnal spider is Segestria 

senoculata (fig. 4). This spider produces a tube-

web lining holes in walls etc. From the mouth of 

its retreat radiate several silk tripwires which alert 

the owner to passing prey. Once triggered the 

spider then rushes out and grabs its meal. This is 

another candidate for toothbrush charming! In 

Southeast Wales you might come across a larger 

introduced species called Segestria florentina – 

this is jet black and has metallic green jaws. Our 

only other British Segestria is Segestria bavarica – 

a rarity which inhabits fissures in coastal cliffs, so 

unlikely to be encountered in the BIS area. 

Learn more about Spiders 

Spiders are a fascinating invertebrate group displaying a wide variety of interesting behaviours and different 

web structures. If you’d like to learn more about our spiders visit the British Arachnological Society website 

www.britishspiders.org.uk or view postings on their Twitter feed @BritishSpiders. UK spider distributions can 

be seen on the Spider Recording Scheme website http://srs.britishspiders.org.uk 

Fig. 3 Dysdera crocata – a ‘baked bean with legs’ is a spider you 

can find at night around buildings. 

Fig. 4 Segestria senoculata sitting at the entrance to its 

tube-web retreat – tripwires primed and ready for 

action. 

BIS, in conjunction with Cofnod, are holding a Spider Identification Course at Plas Dolerw in 

Newtown on Thursday 19th September 2019. This would be an excellent opportunity to get 

familiar with our spider fauna. www.bis.org.uk/diaryevent/274 

http://www.britishspiders.org.uk
http://srs.britishspiders.org.uk
http://www.bis.org.uk/diaryevent/274
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Telling the story of Burial Grounds with 
Biological Records 

Burial grounds are crucial lifelines for many species of plants, animals and fungi. 

Every year, important habitat is threatened by external forces such as housing 

development, intensive agricultural practices, and questionable land management 

decisions. Species once considered commonplace might now be a rarity, and 

cause for excitement.  

Caring for God’s Acre works nationally to support groups and individuals to investigate, care for, and enjoy 

burial grounds. We are currently delivering two projects we would like to share more information about, The 

Beautiful Burial Ground project & Biodiversity Hotspots in Mid Wales Project. 

Beautiful Burial Ground Project 

The map of records for burial grounds is patchy. Despite their age, churchyards and burial grounds are not 

particularly well recorded. For example, out of 314 churchyards that we have identified in Shropshire, 

botanical records are available for only 96 of those, with 218 having no such records. Botanical surveying is 

one of the most popular forms of biological recording alongside birding, but we know even less about other 

species such as fungi or butterflies in burial grounds. Botanical and bird recorders are the main contributors to 

the UK records pool, and 69% of Shropshire churchyards do not even have botanical records. 

NBN Atlas 

One of the most important aspects of our project is to develop a ‘portal’ on the National Biodiversity Network 

(NBN) Atlas where anyone will be able to access records for any burial ground in England and Wales. The 

Beautiful Burial Ground Portal is currently in development with the NBN team, and we hope to have full 

functionality within the coming months. In theory, anyone will be able to visit the portal, search for any 

cemetery or churchyard in England and Wales, and easily view the relevant records. This process relies on the 

creation of digital boundaries and will take time. We are grateful to the Church of England and their Church 

Heritage Record team for undertaking this work and sharing the results with us. We are working closely with 

the Church in Wales to find solutions to mapping Welsh churchyards, and appreciate all the hard work they 

have put in to the project. The initial areas available on the portal will be North London, Manchester, and 

West Suffolk; over time coverage of all England and Wales will be made available. 

Church Heritage Record 

One of the key drivers for the portal’s conception was to support two existing 

church management systems – Church Heritage Record, and Church Heritage 

Cymru from the Church of England and the Church in Wales respectively. These 

two systems form an important part of the planning systems of the church, 

known as the faculty system. Importantly, church grounds are not part of the 

usual planning systems and regulation we are used to, permissions or faculty are 

granted from within the church. £130M are spent each year on repair, 

conservation and development projects. We now have an opportunity to provide 

the church with ecological information to protect churchyards for many years to 

come.  

By Liam Taylor, Caring for God’s Acre 
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Biodiversity Hotspots in Mid Wales Project 

We have an exciting project running in Mid Wales; the Biodiversity Hotspots project which is funded by Natural 

Resources Wales. Burial grounds in Wales contain lowland meadow habitat and many are the responsibility of 

local communities to manage. Situated in the heart of communities, these sites can 

act as islands of high-quality habitat and become seed banks for wider habitat 

restoration. 

However, via our work with many groups in Wales over the years we have identified 

that this species rich grassland is under a wide variety of threads, including: 

1) Lack of species data to appropriately plan management 

2) Lack of awareness of the significance of the habitat 

3) Mismanagement and loss of biodiversity - particularly due to under management and scrub encroachment  

4) Change of ownership and management responsibility 

5) Lack of resources (people and money) to bring habitat into better condition and reverse decline 

 

What the project will do 

The purpose of this project is to work with communities in the Mid Wales Area to: 

1) Engage volunteers in grassland surveying via training and support materials 

2) Consult and work with each community to find practical solutions and draw up management briefs for each 

site 

3) Identify training needs and deliver training (e.g. managing grassland/scything) 

4) Raise the profile of the habitat within the local community to engage volunteers to practically help with 

management 

5) Identify sites that can become seed donors for the local area and those that should be recognised as Local 

Wildlife Sites as part of the Wildlife Trust’s ‘Where the Wild Things Are’ project 

6) Showcase the sites on relevant websites as best practice sites to inspire others  

This year we are working with St Andrew’s in Norton, Eglwys Oen Duw in Beulah, St Peter’s in Glasbury, St 

Steffan’s in Llanstephan, St Michael’s in Llandre, Maes yr Helm Chapel in Llanbadarn and St Etheldreda’s in 

Hyssington. The communities have started to address the problem of rank vegetation with increased cutting, 

raking and sowing yellow rattle. We are running a series of scything and plant identification workshops this year. 

Ben (BiS) has the details of the plant identification workshops and the dates are also  on our website if you are 

interested in attending.  

Please get involved! 

To find out more about the projects visit our website www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk, ring the office on 01588 

67304 or e-mail liam@cfga.org.uk (Beautiful Burial Ground), andrea@cfga.org.uk (Biodiversity Hotspots). 
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Elan Links Natural Heritage Project 

Upland Bird Surveys 
In 2019 we will be looking to continue the upland bird survey work, which will enable us to devise a strategy for 
habitat management that improves the numbers of nesting birds in the valley. This habitat strategy will also be 
beneficial to the environment as a whole, helping to establish a diverse range of birds, bugs and plants.  
To this end we will be monitoring the occurrence and breeding ranges of golden plover, curlew and ring ouzel 
(photo below) and in the areas they have been recorded in previous years. 
 

We currently have a small group of volunteers who will undertake a series of upland bird surveys through the 

season, would you like to join us? 

If this is of interest and you would like more information, please contact Matt Allmark 01597 851527. Email 

matthew.allmark@elanvalley.org.uk    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hay Meadow Survey 

The hay meadows in parts of the Elan Valley have been given SSSI status. We plan to do a detailed 2-day 

botanical survey in June. This is an exciting project and will be a rewarding experience for botanists and budding 

botanists alike.  

Survey Dates: 12th/13th June. 9am – 5pm. Meet at Elan Links Office, Elan Village.  

We are looking for volunteers to come along and help on one or both of the days; No experience is necessary as 

training will be given.  

Booking is essential as places are limited. 

If this is of interest and you would like more information; please contact Bonna Williams 01597 851527. Email 

bonna.williams@elanvalley.org.uk  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Bonna Williams, Elan Links  

mailto:matthew.allmark@elanvalley.org.uk
mailto:bonna.williams@elanvalley.org.uk
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BSBI Identification training day 

Tuesday 4th June 10am – 4pm 

The Elan Valley / Elan Links Office will be the location for a plant ID training day run by Barbara Brown from 

BSBI. The course is designed for beginners to learn about the different plant families and how to ID to family 

level. This one-day course is free to attend, but booking is essential. For more information or to book your 

place; please contact Bonna Williams 01597 851527 or email bonna.williams@elanvalley.org.uk 

 

Mountain Safety Training 

We are holding a safety training course for people who venture into remote places. 

The course will include basic first aid; navigation, both with map and compass and using GPS technology; 

getting help in case of emergency – when you have no phone signal; equipment to carry. 

Wednesday 15th May: Day 1 – Indoor session, some theory, some practical. 

Tuesday 21st May: Day 2 – Outdoor practical session. 

Booking Essential as places are limited. The course is free to attend. 

If you fancy this and you would like more information; please contact Bonna Williams 01597 851527. Email 

bonna.williams@elanvalley.org.uk  

  

Other Projects for 2019 

Later on in the year, there are plans for other training and volunteering opportunities, these include adding to 

the BSBI Atlas 2020 survey, detailed bog surveys, summer holiday butterfly hunt picnic lunches and a 

continuation of the lichen work started in 2018.  Keep an eye on www.elanvalley.org.uk for more information 

about upcoming events. 

mailto:bonna.williams@elanvalley.org.uk
mailto:bonna.williams@elanvalley.org.uk
http://www.elanvalley.org.uk
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This two-year pilot project looking at surveying and controlling three invasive non-native plant species 

(Himalayan balsam – Impatiens glandulifera, Japanese knotweed – Fallopia japonica and Giant hogweed – 

Heracleum mantegazzianum) on the rivers Usk and Tawe catchments within the Brecon Beacons National Park.  

   “An invasive non-native species (INNS) is any non-native species that has the ability to spread causing 

damage to the environment, the economy, our health and the way we live” 

Within the National Park, the three main non-native plant species can be found along water courses and 

byways, on brown field sites and amenity areas, in gardens, and on farmland, etc. 

The project aims: 

• To work with others to develop a collaborative invasive plant species partnership approach 

• To tackle these invasive species where they occur on National Park land 

• To offer advice and assistance to landowners, helping with invasive plant identification and advising on 

best methods of control 

• To look to prevent the spread of these three species within the National Park 

• To avoid habitat and biodiversity loss as caused by these invasive plant species 

Project highlights over the past year have been: 

• Field surveys to determining the status of old site records and recording new site records  

• Helping PLANBrecon clear Himalayan balsam at Island Fields in Brecon 

• Assisting the warden and volunteers at Craig-y-Nos Country Park with the surveying and control of the 

invasive species at the park  

• Attending Brecon & Sennybridge Shows  & Brecon library hosting the project display  

• Meeting with various town/community councils  

• Attendance at the GB Non-native Species Local Action Groups Workshop 

• The recent appointment of David Jermyn as the project assistant. 

Invaders of the National Park! 
By David Jermyn, BBNP INNS Team 

Himalayan balsam 
 Impatiens glandulifera 

Japanese Knotweed 
Fallopia japonica  

Giant hogweed 
Heracleum mantegazzianum 
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What next? 

This summer we are teaming up again with PLANBrecon to help control Himalayan balsam at Island Fields in 

Brecon. These are the dates for your diary if you would like to help? 

Monday 13th May, Monday 10th June and Monday 8th July — work parties will run from 6.30-8pm. Meeting at 

6.30pm at Scout Lane entrance to Island Fields. Please bring gloves if you have them and wear long sleeved 

clothing. No experience needed! 

We plan to engage with local landowners to offer advice, etc. on how best to control invasive species on their 

land. We will also be returning to Craig-y-Nos Country Park to help with the control of their invasive plant 

species.  

With your help, we hope to determine how far west of Brecon and north of Craig-y-Nos, along the Usk and 

Tawe rivers including their tributaries, Himalayan balsam and Japanese knotweed occurs? 

How you can help? 

By reporting sightings, please use the contact details below or submit your INNS sightings to BIS, online using 

WiReD or on your smartphone or tablet using the LERC Wales App whilst out and about. 

A useful field guide about invasive species covering both flora and fauna published by Bloomsbury in 2015 is 

‘Invasive Plants & Animals in Britain’ by Booy, Wade & Roy.  

If you are interested in helping or you would like any further information on the project please contact Bev 

Lewis Beverley.Lewis@brecon-beacons.npa.gov.uk           Tel: 07854 997 508 

 

Remember you can help protect the environment by adopting the national campaign to ‘Check, Clean, Dry’ 

your clothing, footwear, equipment (bikes, canoes and fishing rods) and also your four legged friends (dogs 

& horses) after visiting and before your next visit to the countryside, to help prevent the spread of INNS 

from one area to another. These simple actions are termed Bio-security – these measures if undertaken will 

reduce the risk of the transmission of INNS and other harmful pests and diseases. 

Enjoy your next visit to the National Park! 

Island Fields Craig-y-Nos Sennybridge Show 

mailto:Beverley.Lewis@brecon-beacons.npa.gov.uk
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Where the Wild Things Are - Invertebrates Update 

Over two years in to our ‘Where the Wild Things Are’ project, we have collected over 4,000 species records 

across 50 Montgomeryshire sites.  As the base of the food chain and crucial to the identification of habitats, 

botanical data forms the basis of our Local Wildlife Site surveys, but we also attempt to record as much fauna as 

possible.  

Recording insects and other invertebrates can be very challenging. Many are difficult to identify and/or need 

special sampling techniques to find them.  There is also an increasing lack of the expertise required to identify 

the thousands of species, some of which are incredibly similar. However, it is still valuable to record these 

animals, making as much use of the time we are on a site.  The data provides a clearer picture of the 

biodiversity value of the site and you never know when you might stumble across something rare.  With the 

advent of high quality cameras on our phones, it is now easier than ever to record ad hoc animal records and 

good quality photographs can often be sent off to experts for identification.  

To date, the project has recorded 149 different invertebrate species: 

 

 

 

 

Two of the species we have found; 

spider Pisaura mirabilis with tent 

This photo illustrates perfectly how the Nursery-Web 

Spider, Pisaura mirabilis got its name! The female is a 

doting mother, carrying her egg-cocoon with her until 

they are about to hatch, when she constructs a tent-like 

web in tall vegetation. The young remain inside this tent 

until they disperse. 

hoverfly Cheilosia illustrata 

This fluffy beast is actually a hoverfly mimicking a 

bumblebee! Cheilosia illustrata is one of a number of 

species of fly which do this, presumably to 

discourage predators from tackling them. Very common 

and widespread, look out for them on Hogweed or 

Angelica flowers. 

 
 

By Tammy Stretton, Montgomeryshire Wildlife Trust 

9 beetles 26 butterflies 19 moths 

11 dragonflies & damselflies 13 spiders 71 other inverts. 
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What first got you interested in wildlife recording?  
Photography and a desire to know what I was 
photographing. Oh, and I won a prize for my 
wildflower collection when I was about four at a 
village fete! 
 
Favourite place to see wildlife, or just to sit and ‘be 

at one’ with nature? 

Henallt Common just above Hay-on-Wye. 
 

Can you recommend a good place to see wildlife? 

Locally it has to be Llangorse Lake. Further afield West 
Cork. 
 

Top tip when recording? 
Keep your lunch with you. 

Most memorable wildlife experience? 
I was lying down photographing a Pale Toadflax in the 
Ashton Rowant Reserve when a stoat or weasel went 
by on the other side of the fence totally unaware of 
my presence. (What's the difference between a stoat 
and weasel? A Weasel is weasily wecognised and a 
stoat is stoataly different.) 
 

Any wildlife adventures abroad? 
We did some stunning climbs in the Pyrenees 
enjoying the abundant wild flowers in 2003 – sorting 
out what the photographs were of got me hooked on 
botany. 

Top tip for recording wildlife for a beginner? 

Join a wildlife society / group – you will find wildlife 

people are great to be with and will educate you 

without you realizing it. 

The most useful tool / IT that  to record wildlife? 

A desktop PC! 

What species first would you like to see next? 
I have been shown Lesser Twayblade elsewhere but 
would love to find it myself in Brecknock – ideally 
when looking for something else. 

Recorder of the Season 
Many thanks to John Crellin, for being our fifth Recorder of the Season. John is the vice-county 

recorder for plants in VC42. He leads regular botany recording walks in Brecknockshire and has 

a fantastic collection of flower photos on his website floralimages.co.uk  

A Brecknock Botany Group outing 

Photography led to botany for John! 

Polypodium interjectum on trees 
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Can you Add’er record! 
The common European adder, Vipera berus, is a small, quiet creature, found on our heathlands, scrubby areas 
and sand dunes. Adders are distinctive in the UK, which has only three species of native snake (adder, grass 
snake, Natrix Helvetica and the much rarer smooth snake, Coronella austriaca). The adder stands apart from 
the rest by the zig-zag pattern that it wears along its spine, black in males and brown in females. The female is 
often larger than the male, with both sexes rarely exceeding 60cm in length. They are also a stocky snake and 
unlike our grass snake, tends to stay put when you stumble across one, being avid sunbathers, wanting to hold 
onto their spot! Grass snakes tend to be jumpier and escape as soon as you approach, but with an adder, you 
have a good chance of getting a good view – if you can find one! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And finding them is becoming a bit of an issue… 

Uncommon Adder 

Whilst the adder’s full name is the ‘common’ European adder, it is becoming far from common. Make the 
Adder Count (MTAC), is a national citizen science survey of adders which started in 2005. The results of the first 
ten years of monitoring were published earlier this year (Gardner et al., 2019) and the results were very 
worrying. On the 260 sites that were monitored, adders underwent a serious drop in numbers; where we have 
large populations (<10% of the sites studied) adders are weakly increasing in number, whereas of greater 
concern, on sites with small populations (>90% of sites) a significant decline has been reported. This could lead 
to a small number of isolated larger populations in a landscape with no adders and poor connectivity. It is 
thought that it could take only 13 years for the small populations to die out at their current rate of decline. 
Public pressure and disturbance are believed to be the biggest causes of declines, closely followed by poor 
habitat management works, habitat fragmentation and persecution, which sadly continues to this day.  

Persecution 

Adders still suffer from persecution and have done so for hundreds of years as they are our only venomous 
snake and were thought to be a danger to livestock. Animals were bounty-hunted to extinction in many areas of 
the UK. We still hear regular reports of people who kill adders, believing them to be a public menace that the 
countryside would be better off without. With so many factors piled against them, it is a wonder why they are 
still here at all.  

By Sam Langdon, Adders are Amazing project 

Male adder, about to slough its skin (hence looking brown, but the black zig-zag is clear) 
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Adders are Amazing 

But there is hope. We at Amphibian and Reptile Groups of the UK have 
been working hard for the past year to raise the public profile of the 
adder, engaging communities, educating children and helping people to 
understand this oft-maligned species, which is a gentle, timid animal, 
wanting in no way to cause harm, but can do so in self-defence. The 
Adders are Amazing! project has been busy in Pembrokeshire, 
educating through science and enthusing through artistic work, to help 
communities embrace their adders in a landscape that may be their last 
stronghold.  

Adder Records 

But more work is needed to help our adders on the ground. Reptiles 
and particularly adders are one of the most under-recorded animals around, possibly because they can be very 
hard to spot, but also perhaps because people assume them to be ‘common’ and not in need of recording. But 
this couldn’t be further from the truth! We need to have every sighting recorded; unless we know where our 
adders still exist, there is very little that can be done to work with land owners to manage appropriately and 
protect their habitats.  

The BIS area covers a lot of upland sites. Adders are more of a lowland species, but we would love to encourage 
you to send in your sightings to help us better understand their current distribution. We hear reports of them 
using dry stone walls on heathland in mid-Wales for hibernation and in lower lying valleys, you may also find 
them basking along hedge banks and woodland edges. Take your time if you are trying to spot them – they are 
so camouflaged! They love sunny aspects and their favourite plants they associate with are gorse, heather and 
bracken. Try heading out after a cold, wet spell as they come out more readily to heat themselves up again in 
the sunshine. Spring is the best time to spot them as they mate. Keep looking and your perseverance may be 
rewarded! The map below shows Adder sightings in the BIS area on Aderyn. 

 

A girl, very pleased with her adder 
print, St Davids 
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The Initiative for Nature Conservation Cymru (INCC) is a charitable incorporated organisation formed for the 

benefit of the wildlife and people of Wales. INCC has a vision of a Wales with more wildlife in more places, 

created by a society that intrinsically values the natural world. We aim to achieve this through a combination of 

research and education to enable us to speak out and challenge environmental decision makers through 

campaigns and community motivation. INCC believes that few communities in Wales today fully realise the very 

desperate situation wildlife is now in, or the factors that continue to cause the losses. Without knowledge of 

the situation, there can be no drive to put things right at either the public or political level.  

The Community Connections Project, situated in the Amman Valley, Carmarthenshire is designed to involve the 

local community in nature conservation activities so that more can be delivered for local wildlife. The project 

covers the south-western edge of the Brecon Beacons National Park (BBNP) within the Amman Valley. Despite 

its natural beauty, the area still remains relatively unrecognised for its importance for biodiversity in Wales, 

something INCC hopes to change. 

The river Amman runs south-westerly through the valley and is joined by three of its tributaries within the 

project area, including the Natnt Garnant, which originates from the large wetland expanse of Cwm Gors to the 

south-east and the Nant Pedol and Nant Berach, which rise in the moorlands of Western range of the Black 

Mountains. The valley sides are a mosaic of deciduous woodland and grassland habitats interspersed with 

housing, colliery spoil and scrub. The 

highest altitude areas of the valley are 

dominated by upland oak woodland, 

Rhos pasture and bracken which finally 

give way to heathland and limestone 

outcrops on the northern side of the 

valley within the National Park. 

Collectively the area supports 

populations of species such as 

Dormouse, Marsh Fritillary and a host of 

migrant woodland birds, including one of 

Wales’ most iconic species, the               

Pied Flycatcher.  

This small passerine, no bigger than a 

Siskin, flies home to our upland oak 

woodlands for a few brief months of the 

year to breed before making the return journey back to their wintering grounds in 

West Africa. The population of Pied Flycatcher has declined by over 50% since 1995 

(Baillie et al. 2014) and is now on the Red List of the UK Birds of Conservation 

Concern (Eaton et al. 2015). The decline is not yet fully understood and may be due 

to a number of integrated factors including habitat loss, migration and a mismatch in 

peak food abundance with chick fledging, caused by a changing climate (BTO 2019).  

The Amman Valley 
Community Connections Project 

By Rob Parry, INCC 

Upland oak woodland dominates the highest altitude areas 

Pied flycatcher 
Jeff Slocomb 
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The species can readily take to artificial nest boxes 

and part of the Community Connections Project has 

been to build and install nest boxes with volunteers 

from the local community. In total, 145 nest boxes 

have been created for woodland birds, 115 of which 

have been positioned in suitable woodland habitat 

in the Valley specifically to attract Pied Flycatcher 

(see map below) Working with local volunteers, 

landowners and researchers from Cardiff University, 

the project not only hopes to support Pied 

Flycatcher in the landscape but to also develop a long-

term monitoring project so that more can be achieved for the species on a national scale. To encourage the 

involvement of the local community further, a series of guided walks has been organised so that people can see 

the boxes in-situ and hopefully catch a glimpse of their new occupants. For further information, please contact 

Rob Parry on rob.parry@incc.wales  

The Community Connections Project building nest box-

mailto:rob.parry@incc.wales
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Cyperaceae  -  The Sedge family  

‘Sedges have edges, grasses are round, rushes are hollow right down to the ground’ 

Grasses, sedges and rushes, three families of plants with grass like leaves and insignificant small, dull, wind 

pollinated flowers.  This often causes identification problems.  However it is not too difficult to distinguish these 

families and identify specimens with a little knowledge (and a hand lens).  

The Sedge Family, the Cyperaceae  has approximately 5,500 species in 109 genera world-wide.  Below is the list 

of the 15 genera found in Europe with the numbers of species occurring in the UK given in brackets.  Note that 

some of the common names call them rushes and grasses which they definitely are not!  They are all members 

of the Sedge Family. 

 

 

Individual flowers of the Cyperaceae all are very small and dull in 

colour but grouped into quite large inflorescences.  Normal petals 

and sepals are lacking as they are modified for wind pollination.  

 

 

Cotton grass  Eriophorum spp, fig. 1 is a familiar site in peat bogs 

and Wales with two different species with slightly different 

habitat requirements.  It only becomes prominent when it has 

finished flowering and the seeds are ready to be dispersed by the 

wind.  
 

Genera Common name Genera Common name 

Eriophorum  Cotton-grass (4) Trichophorus  Deer-sedge (2) 

Scirpus  Club-rushes (1) Bolboschoenus  Club-rushes (1) 

Schoenoplectus  Club-rushes (4) Eleocharis  Spike-rushes (7) 

Scirpoides  Club-rushes (1) Isolepis  Club-rushes (3) 

Cyperus  Galingales (3) Blysmus  Flat sedges (2) 

Schoenus  Bog rushes (2) Cladium  Fen sedges (1) 

Rhynchospora  Beak sedges (2) Kobresia  False sedge (1)  

Carex  Sedges  (70) 
  

Table shows the 15 Sedge genera found in Europe with number of UK species in brackets 

Fig.1 Eriophorum vaginatum 

Hare’s-tail cottongrass 

By Margaret Howells, Aberystwyth University 
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Carex  

The Carex  genera (often called the true sedges) has the largest number of species in the family.  They are 

important, diagnostic members of many plant communities. A useful characteristic of most of the Carex  genera  

is that their leaves are arranged in ranks of three, like a Y if you view them from above (fig.2). Grasses however 

have their leaves in two ranks opposite each other (fig.3) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig.2 Cyperaceae showing Y shaped (3 ranks) 

leaf arrangement from above 

Fig.3 Poaceae grass shoots showing the 

opposite leaf  arrangement (two ranks) from 

above 

Upper spikelet of male 
flowers with anthers 

Lower spikelet of 
female flowers 
showing white stigmas  

Fig. 4 Spikelets  of Carex 

flowers, male & female on 

same stem. 

Alternatively male and 

female flowers can occur 

together in the same spikelet 

as in Carex otrubae, fig. 6 

This is an important 

character for species 

identification. 

Carex flowers are grouped in to spikelets. These can be 

male only spikelets and female only spikelets on the same 

stem and the spikelets look quite different. (fig. 4) and 

seen in Carex riparia (fig. 5). 

Fig. 5 Carex riparia, Greater 

pond sedge has male only 

and female only spikelets 

Margaret is running a Sedge ID 

course for beginners on Thursday 

15th August in Newtown.  

www.bis.org.uk/diaryevent/281 

Fig. 6 Carex atrubae, False 

fox sedge has male and 

female flowers on the same 

spikelet 

http://www.bis.org.uk/diaryevent/281
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Hedgerows: The bits in between 

Looking at landscape features between the known habitat greats 

Keep Wales Tidy’s brief centres upon community engagement.  Our varied 

projects encourage people of all ages to experience the joys of the outdoors and 

to participate actively in exploration and care for the natural world around us.  

The Long Forest Hedgerow Project raises public awareness of the many values 

of hedgerows in the Welsh landscape. The project enables hands-on hedge 

planting and restoration of long-stablished hedgerow networks and promotes 

hedgerow management by farmers and landowners that is sympathetic to the 

natural cycle of hedgerow trees and results in improved stock-proof boundaries. 

The new Long Forest app encourages people to observe hedgerows, plotting 

their location and recording essential features of hedge condition and 

connectivity.  It doesn’t attempt to capture the fuller range of species associated 

with a hedgerow and its borders.  Instead the ‘presence or absence’ of certain 

hedgerow tree species, other plants and features suggests the value of a 

particular hedge in the landscape and indicates appropriate management to 

maintain or enhance its condition. 

 

Wales currently has only sparse 

hedgerow records.  Any data at all on 

the current location, type, condition and 

connectivity of hedges is going to have a 

real value.   

The Defra Hedgerow Survey required so 

much time and expertise that farmers 

often chose to sub-contracted essential 

surveying work, at a price. 

The Hedgerow Evaluation & Grading 

System (HEGS) developed by Clements and Tofts for ecology students in Glamorgan in 1992 gave a hedgerow 

an overall score derived from assessments in the key areas of structure, biodiversity, connectivity and 

associated features (verges, taller standard trees, ditches, walls etc).  The resulting score might be likened to 

the star system for Hotels.  Simpler than the Defra survey but, with a series of forms to complete, still very 

academic in appearance and quite daunting.  

The Long Forest app is an entry-level survey.  Including selected elements of HEGS and with photos and 

diagrams to assist with identification it is very accessible to non-specialist beginners.  It has the additional 

advantage of requiring its users to record common species which County Recorders remind us are widely under

-recorded, making comparisons of certain populations over time difficult.  The Long Forest app survey results 

can also suggest ‘new’ locations where an expert natural historian or archaeologist might make some fruitful 

follow-up visits.  

 

By Tom Ward-Jackson & Rachel Palmer, Keep Wales Tidy 
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Inviting members of the public - from big landowners to 

schoolchildren – to download the Long Forest app and survey 

hedges in their local area will have a value as snapshots across 

Wales.  With Project Officers based in the key ‘Long Forest’ regions, 

we can actively encourage and support cluster surveying activities to 

generate multiple records in areas of particular interest to us.  Local 

initiatives like this have enabled collaboration with specialists, 

identified new volunteer groups and created opportunities for 

hedgerow-themed training days for schools within the national and 

international Eco-Schools programme. 

The Long Forest project has given us the opportunity to review and experiment with the way we have 

traditionally done things; to stand back and consider how and from whom we obtain records and how we might 

use and share this information with other organisations and specialists.  This seems a very laudable use of the 

Heritage Lottery Fund and Esmée Fairbairn Foundation monies that enable the project. 

This is the age of collaboration and sharing.  The Long Forest hedgerow surveys, considered in conjunction with 

other records collected in any one area, will fill gaps and contribute meaningful data to the overall view.  The 

Long Forest team includes a specialist in GPS and data handling to take the lead in this area.  As he says, the 

quality is often in the aggregation.   

The bilingual Long Forest app can be downloaded for free on the Google Play Store for Android and via the 
Apple Store for IOS. To contact project staff email  longforest@keepwalestidy.cymru  

The SaSq initiative has been running since early 2018 for about 12 months. In that time 36 x 1km squares where 

BIS has zero records have been promoted. Of these 15 now have records. The 21 that are still unrecorded are 

listed on the BIS website if you are still keen to visit and record there - your records will still be the first in those 

squares! 

Squares with No Recent Records 

From April 2019 a new initiative started with different criteria for selecting the SaSq. This will highlight 1km 

squares with no recent records. These squares will have had no records in the last 10 years - the last record will 

have been on 31/12/2009 or before.  

The new criteria will open up more squares for recording, especially those of more interest and are more easily 

accessible. 

You can see the selected squares on our website, in the Survey A Square area. Click on the maps to download a 

pdf and read our common sense advice when recording. As most of the chosen squares will have old records 

there will also be a link to the species list for that square. 

Survey a Square (SaSq) 
By Ben Mullen, BIS 

https://bit.ly/2ztGtRB
https://apple.co/2Q7mNbP
https://apple.co/2Q7mNbP
mailto:longforest@keepwalestidy.cymru
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 Black Grouse Recovery Project – 
Summer Solstice BioBlitz 

The Radnorshire Wildlife Trust (RWT) Black Grouse Recovery Project is part of a larger programme 

funded by the Landfill Disposal Tax Community Scheme, ‘Resilient Reserves for the Heart of Wales’, which aims 

to improve habitat quality in several of the RWT nature reserves.  One of these is Mynydd Ffoesidoes, a wild 

and remote reserve on top of the Radnor Forest at an altitude of over 2,000 feet.  Its 66 acres (27 hectares) of 

dwarf shrub heath are dominated by heather, crowberry and cowberry and we hope to enhance this habitat to 

create suitable conditions for the Black Grouse to return one day.  

 

The Black Grouse is a game 

bird about the size of a female 

pheasant which has declined in 

numbers and range in most parts of 

Western Europe, becoming extinct 

in some places.  In the British Isles 

the population has shrunk by 95%, 

25% of the decline happening in the 

past 25 years.  The last Radnorshire 

record was in 1987 in the Radnor 

Forest.  

 

Mynydd Ffoesidoes is part of the Radnor Forest SSSI and is an integral part of the area’s heath 

communities.  The reserve is a large area of high quality sub-montane dwarf sub-shrub heath with a small area 

of bog pools in the centre.  Although the sub-shrubs are in excellent condition, there is little variation in the age

-structure of the heather.    

The main aim of the Black Grouse Recovery Project is to create and restore a mosaic of habitats to meet 

all the bird’s needs.   

As part of the project RWT has planned a few events, one of them is the Summer Solstice BioBlitz on 

Saturday 22nd June, organised in partnership with BIS. It offers the chance to anyone interested in wildlife and/ 

or recording to join in. Through this event we want to increase the list of species recorded on this remote point 

of Radnorshire and discover what is there before any habitat measures are taking place. 

For more events organised by RWT go on our website (https://www.rwtwales.org/whats-on)  or on our 

Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/pg/Radnorshire-Wildlife-Trust-154264581323254/events ).  

 

By Silvia Cojocaru, Radnorshire Wildlife Trust 

If you would like more information on the Black Grouse Recovery Project or would like to get involved, please 

email Silvia, the Black Grouse Recovery Project Officer at silvia@rwtwales.org 

https://www.rwtwales.org/whats-on
https://www.facebook.com/pg/Radnorshire-Wildlife-Trust-154264581323254/events
mailto:silvia@rwtwales.org
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Events and links 
LERC Wales 

BIS events on the website 

BIS events on Facebook 

SEWBREC events 

WWBIC events 

COFNOD events 

Wildlife Trusts 

Wildlife Trust of S&W Wales (Brecknock)  

Radnorshire Wildlife Trust events 

Montgomery Wildlife Trust events 

National Trust Brecon Beacons 

Board of Directors 

Norman Lowe, Chairman 

Sue Furber 

Deborah Perkin (BBNP) 

Bob Dennison 

John Wilson, Treasurer 

Keith Noble 

Sarah Woodcock (WTSWW) 

Andrew Lucas (NRW observer) 

Alastair Know (Powys CC observer) 

Chris Ledbury (RWT Observer) 

Janet Imlach (BIS), Non-Director, Company 
Secretary 

Welsh Government 

Natural Resources Wales (NRW) 

Powys County Council (PCC) 

Brecon Beacons National Park Authority (BBNPA) 

South, North & Mid-Wales Trunk Road Agency 
(MWTRA) 

National Trust (NT) 

Dwr Cymru Welsh Water (DC WW) 

Funding Partners 

Ken Perry (NRW), Chairman 

Bradley Welch (BBNPA) 

Steph Coates (WTSWW, Brecknock) 

Tammy Stretton (MWT) 

Darylle Hardy (RWT) 

Rachel Price (PCC) 

Support Group 

BIS Events 2019 

All our events are on the posters below. 

Most are free although some of the ID Training events 

are now £6 or £12 per person. 

 

This charge is to cover some of the costs BIS incurs 

running these events.  

We will not be getting WBP support this year. 

https://www.bis.org.uk/diaryevent
https://www.facebook.com/pg/BISBrecon/events/?ref=page_internal
http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/event/events-calendar/
http://www.wwbic.org.uk/news-events/
http://www.cofnod.org.uk/Calendar
https://www.welshwildlife.org/nature-reserves/brecknock/
http://www.rwtwales.org/whats-on
http://www.montwt.co.uk/whats-on
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/brecon-beacons
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