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Recorders’ Newsletter
Issue 17 – May 2014
Welcome to this Spring/Summer issue of the Powys and Brecon Beacons National Park
Recorders’ Newsletter. Thanks to all who have contributed. Although it is a good way to let you all
know how BIS is progressing, it is the recorders articles that make the newsletter and inspire us
all to get out and record.
We welcome articles and news for the next issue, due October 2014
Janet Imlach – Editor

Table of Contents

Forthcoming
BIS Catchup .......................................................................................................................................................
2
BIS Events
Verifying Records through iRecord................................................................................................................... 5
Recent Field Study Birding Trip to
 Launch of BIS website by
Bulgaria..............................................................................................................................................................
6
Kirsty Williams AM
Monday 9th June 11-12am
Burnet moths in Powys ......................................................................................................................................
9
Birds of Radnorshire ........................................................................................................................................ 10

 Biodiversity Week BIS Public Open Day

Pied Flycatchers at Dolforwyn Woods ............................................................................................................ 11
Wildwalks website ........................................................................................................................................... 12
Monday 9th June 12 – 4pm
Vincent Wildlife Trust National
Polecat Survey ................................................................................................................................................. 13

 Sedge Day- cancelled

The 2014 Upper Wye Litter Clear Up ............................................................................................................. 13
First of Season ................................................................................................................................................. 13

 Grass Field Identification

Events and useful links .................................................................................................................................... 15
Monday 7th July10am – 4pm. 16
Biodiversity Information Service ....................................................................................................................
(All Courses subject to £5 booking fee)

Sponsored by Welsh Biodiversity
Partnership
Page 1 of 12

Biodiversity Information Service Recorder Newsletter – Issue 17 –May 2014

BIS Catchup
It has been a hectic few months at BIS as we have
been preparing the new BIS website for the
Recorders Forum on 29th April, and the website
launch by Kirsty Williams AM and Public Open
Day on the 9th June. Unfortunately 2 weeks
before the Recorders Forum Steve was taken ill
and had his appendix removed. This meant the
website was not complete for demonstration at
the Forum but he was able to show the
principles. I would like to thank Rhys Davies
(BBNP IT) and Piotr Ged (ex-BIS) for rescuing us at
BIS when the network went down whilst Steve
was ill. We are very fortunate to have such a
support network to allow us to keep working.

There are now 163,900 species records in
Recorder 6. In January we received a grant from
the Welsh Biodiversity partnership to input the
Breconshire bird records 2008-2011 and approx.
9000 are now in Recorder 6. Anna is now working
on the 2012 records and 2013 records have been
entered electronically.
Figure 2

Staff and Directors
We would like to welcome Keith Noble to the BIS
Board of Directors. Also thanks to David Mitchell
who was the NRW observer and has now retired.
Becky Davies will be the new NRW observer and
Alastair Knox has agreed to be the Powys CC
observer on the Board of Directors.
In March the Directors agreed that I can work 4
days per week from May and Anna has increased
to flexi full-time.
Data

Figure 1

We have received 2013 updates for
Montgomeryshire Plants, Moths, Butterflies, and
Mammals; Radnorshire Moths, Dragonflies and
Herps; Breconshire Mammals, Plants and Birds.
Cofnod has also exchanged records in the BIS
area including those from the Amphibian &
Reptile Conservation Atlas. In January I
downloaded records from iRecord in the BIS area.
Some were duplicates from other surveys such as
National Moth Night and some had dubious
recorder names but in all 2440 records were
imported.
At the Forum I produced some statistics about
the data BIS holds at the end of March 2014. This
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will also be shown in the Members report in November. Figure 1 shows a breakdown by taxon group and
Figure 2 shows the distribution of Priority, Conservation Concern and Locally Important spp records in BIS
area, created from LRC Wales Data Access Tool.
Recorders Forum
This was held at the Media Centre in Llandrindod Wells and thanks go again to the Brecon Beacons
National Park Authority for funding this event including a buffet lunch. Although it ran slightly overtime
attendees didn’t want to go home and were still chatting amongst themselves half an hour after the end. It
was good to have catch-up talks from the 3 Wildlife Trusts, the National Trust and BBNP on projects
running in the BIS area. Andy King gave a talk on distributions of Breconshire birds after the recent BTO
Atlas surveys. Keith Noble inspired us to record more dragonflies by illustrating his talk with his excellent
photographs to show identification features. Phil Ward then entertained us with snippets on recording
bugs in Radnorshire. Thanks to all the speakers who made this a successful event.
Figure 3: BIS new website
Home page
BIS new website.
The new website has been
developed so it can also be
used on tablets and
mobile phones. The aim is
to make navigation to the
main features easy and
obvious, and now includes
the public Data Access
Tool (DAT) and the BIS online Wildlife Recording
Database (WiReD). The
public can now see what
wildlife has been recorded
in their area and easily add
new sightings using BIS
WiReD. The use of these
tools in education and
raising awareness of local
wildlife will be promoted
at the launch of the
website and public open
day on the 9th June.
A link to the DAT and
WiReD is on every page
and also a link to an on-line Data Enquiry form. We have introduced some new fixed price, standard data
search products to enable commercial customers to pre-budget for biodiversity reports. Other tools have
also been included such as ‘Contact a Local Expert’ and a BIS ‘Data holdings ‘search tool. In all we hope this
will be a very useful resource for local wildlife recording.
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Using BIS DAT and WiReD to aid verification
At the Recorders Forum I demonstrated the DAT and the new on-line recording system WiReD. The
DAT has been offered to 30 BIS county recorders and 15 have registered. 9 have had BIS training.
However at the moment there has been limited use of the system. The optimum for BIS is that county
recorders will use these systems to access any relevant records for their taxon group in their county,
download them for their database and verify. This will ensure that county recorders are always aware
of the data BIS holds and releases BIS staff to work on other data management projects. A recorders
guide to using the BIS DAT has also been produced and can be downloaded from the new website
Library.
You cannot verify directly in the DAT, but it does allow you to filter the data in many ways ie just show
unverified records. These can be further filtered by date, taxon and ‘date entered’ to make large
numbers of ‘unverified’ records more manageable. Unverified records could be down loaded into a
spreadsheet and any corrections marked up. BIS can then easily batch verify these records in the main
database. This has already been done for Radnorshire Dragonflies and numbers of unverified records
should rapidly decrease as the historical records are verified and new casual records are entered
through WiReD .
BIS would now like to encourage casual sightings to be entered on-line through WiReD so they can be
managed easily and imported directly into the BIS main database. It is an Indicia based system and
follows on from similar development for SEWBReC. SEWBReCORD has been on-line for about 6
months and has already had 12,000 records entered so we really hope that WiReD will also provide
stimulus for more recording in the BIS area.
Figure 4: BIS On-line Wildlife Recording Database
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Registering with WiREeD provides easy data entry where you can map, view and download records. It
also incorporates the NBN Record Cleaner rules which highlights any record of high ID difficulty or out
of geographical and date range. To verify records entered through WiReD, county recorders need to
register on iRecord site and then contact iRecord (irecord@ceh.ac.uk) and say you are happy to verify
for your taxon group and area. This will give you access to verify ALL relevant records through iRecord
including those entered through BIS WiReD. Only the verifiers can see the BIS records on iRecord and
when they are verified this will show on the BIS WiReD. BIS can then download into main BIS
database. BIS is also considering whether it is practical to load historical records onto WiReD for easier
verification.
Some of BIS county recorders have already registered as verifiers on iRecord, including Phil Morgan
who has written an article below. He found it very useful to not only see BIS records but others on
iRecord. I hope that other BIS county recorders will be happy to register to verify to improve the
quality of data held at BIS.
Janet Imlach (BIS)

Verifying Records through iRecord
As the County Mammal Recorder for Vice County 42 (Brecknockshire) I see records from various
sources – naturalist’s, consultants and interested members of the public. Some also come in from
statutory bodies or local authorities. Like all County Recorders, one of my functions is to check the
record out, to ensure its accuracy, in other words to verify it.
Of course records don’t just come directly to me, some come into BIS, via the various means they
provide for records to be reported and distributed to County Recorders. However, the question
remains how, can the recorder verify these records in a consistent and sensible way. What a about
records fed to national bodies such as the Mammal Society, how can the County Recorder verify these
also?
Well, as part of the National Biodiversity Network there is a relatively new facility, which allows the
County Recorder to verify not only records submitted to BIS, but also from national recording bodies –
and it’s known as iRecord.
So just how easy is it for a County Recorder to register with iRecord, and to start verifying such records
– well, if my experience is anything to go by, incredibly straight forward and frankly a joy. I would
never claim to be any sort of computer expert – I’m simply a reasonably competent user – but all I had
to do was send off an e-mail to an appropriate address supplied by those nice people at BIS and
literally minutes later I had all the information I needed to log in and start viewing records. In fact it
was so easy I thought there must be something wrong, so I popped into BIS where they were able to
re-assure me that I was indeed now able to verify not just their submitted records but the Mammal
Society’s records as well.
Given my very pleasant, and not at all stressful, introduction to this process, all I can say to other
County Recorders is please sign up to this system – you get access to records so very simply, and many
of the records submitted include photographs and other information to help you determine the
accuracy of each record.
Phil Morgan (Brecknock County Mammal Recorder)
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Recent Field Study Birding Trip to Bulgaria
About two years ago the BTO e-newsletter made brief mention of a new Bird ID website and commended
its readers to take a look. Created by a University in Central Norway, the Høgskolen i Nord Trøndelag abbreviated to ‘HiNT’ - the site provides for bird study in a fun way.
The site’s key features are training quizzes on bird appearance and sounds using randomly presented
photographs and sound clips. Questions are multiple-choice and can be preselected for difficulty level,
covering a chosen country or the whole of the Western Palearctic. It’s an enjoyable way to improve your
bird recognition skills - but somewhat addictive on dark winter evenings!
Figure 5 http://www.birdid.no/bird/index.php

More crucially, you can choose to take formal tests on bird identification, thereby earning study credits.
The formal test is web-based and free of charge; and when you pass, you get a HiNT certificate and a free
t-shirt with the BirdID logo – one of my proudest possessions!
Even more exciting is that passing the appearance and sound tests for the Western Palearctic renders you
eligible to apply to take part in any of three low-cost field study trips, taking place annually. The locations
are :

Morocco (Atlas mountains, Sahara desert and wetlands) in March



Bulgaria (in conjunction with the BSPB) in late April/early May



Northern Norway (Finnmark: Pasvik and Varanger) in June
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Places on the field-study trips are on a ‘first-come
first-served’ basis and, as you might expect, are
eagerly sought. So it makes sense to register
interest early.

I’ve just returned from this year’s Bulgaria Field
Study trip which was a 10-day adventure led by
two experienced local leaders - Iordan Hristov, a
BSPB employee and Boris Belchev, a freelance
tour leader and photographer. There were three
other Bulgarian participants, five Norwegians, a
Bulgarian driver and one Brit (me). And I can’t
wait to go again!

Travelling in an 18-seater coach, eating authentic
Bulgarian foods and staying in family-run
accommodation along the way, we left Sofia for
the Trigrad Gorge in the Western Rhodope
Mountains. Crossing alpine landscapes, we
passed though the Eastern Rhodopes to
Madzharovo, then eastwards travelling close to
Greece and Turkey and to locations around
Burgas, Varna and Dobrich on the Black Sea
coast.
Figure 6:Bulgaria in its Balkan context

farmed land; dry Mediterranean thorn scrub and
canyon landscapes; pseudo-steppe; marsh;
freshwater, brackish, salt-flat and coastal
habitats. Between regular birding-stops, I would
make notes and consult my bird book. It seemed
that every time I looked up from the books, the
landscape had changed again!

Moreover, in South-East Europe, Bulgaria
occupies something of a keystone position, being
host to three migration routes – the Via
Aristotelis, Via Balcanica and Via Pontica. In that
context, it was perhaps not surprising that across
this range of habitats and landscapes, we saw
many passage migrants, arriving summer
migrants and residents – 228 species in all
(beating the previous year’s trip total by a very
prized three species!). Of this total, 55 species
were firsts for me.

This was more than a birding trip, however. We
encountered Sousliks - a key food-source of
certain raptors, including the threatened Imperial
Eagle. There was a mass invasion of Painted Lady
butterflies taking place throughout the tour.
There were sightings of Hares and Red Squirrels,
signs of Badgers and cliff top views of
Black Sea Common Dolphins and
Porpoise.

In terms of highlights and overall
impressions, it’s difficult to do justice
in a few sentences. My overriding
memory is the richness of the
landscapes. It is difficult to convey the
numbers of singing nightingales, larks
and corn buntings, the density of
cuckoos and the spectacular numbers
of storks and pelicans working the
thermals to facilitate their migrations.
I was astonished by the variety of landscapes and
habitats – snow clad mountains; alpine forest;
I suppose highlights must include :- Wallcreepers
gorges and karst landscapes; deciduous and
in the Trigrad Gorge; the six species of
mixed woodland; extensive and intensively
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Woodpecker before breakfast one morning; five
species of Flycatcher in one afternoon; four
species of Wheatear along the Black Sea cliffs;
and the two dozen Red footed falcons perched
one evening on overhead electricity cables,
arranged like notes on a musical stave. As
Rolf,one of the Norwegian participants observed,
they made beautiful music.

telescope and get a better bird book! As a group
we also bonded very readily and there was a lot
of laughter and knowledge-sharing throughout. I
would really recommend you have a look at some
of the links below and think about what HiNT and
their field study trips have to offer.

I learned a lot from the experience – including
the fact that I really need to buy a decent

Relevant links:HiNT BirdID training quiz: http://www.birdid.no/bird/training.php
Information on formal tests: http://www.birdid.no/bird/infoFormalTest.php
BirdID field study trips: http://www.birdid.no/bird/page.php?pageID=23
Bulgaria 2014 field trip blog: http://danbirder.blogspot.co.uk/
BSPB site: http://bspb.org/

Bob Dennison
Page 8 of 12

Biodiversity Information Service Recorder Newsletter – Issue 17 –May 2014

Burnet moths in Powys
Burnet moths are a common sight in flowery meadows during the summer, but like many day-flying
moths are under-recorded. This is a pity because there are three species to be found in Powys. The
Six-spot Burnet is the commonest and is easily recognised by counting the spots, arranged in three
rows of two. But we also have two species of Five-spot Burnet, which only have a single spot at the
outer edge of the wing.
Figure 7: Six-spot
Burnets nectaring

Figure 7: Five-spot Burnets
This is where life can get tricky for the County Moth Recorder since there is very little difference
between the adult Five-spot Burnet and the Narrow-bordered Five-spot Burnet and it can be difficult
to be sure of the accuracy of some old records. Across the UK the Five-spot is more restricted in range,
being a mainly south-western species with some colonies in East Anglia, but it is more widespread in
South and Mid Wales. On the other hand, the Narrow-bordered Five-spot is widely distributed across
the UK but in our area there are very few records.
In my county, VC42 Breconshire, most confirmed records have been of Five-spot with, until last year,
only a single record of Narrow-bordered, and this was quite close to the border with VC35
Monmouthshire where the moth is found relatively commonly. I very much wanted to have
confirmation that the species was in fact resident in Breconshire and on July 16th last year I netted a
Burnet moth with five spots at a site just on our side of the border with Monmouthshire. Although the
adults are very similar, the larvae prefer different foodplants, Five-spot feeding only on the bird’s foot
trefoils and Narrow-bordered on these but also on clovers and vetches. The larvae of the two species
do show slight differences, the Narrow-bordered apparently having longer hairs when fully grown.
Luckily the moth was kind enough to lay eggs when in the specimen tube and I decided to try to rear
them through.
When the larvae hatched I found that they preferred white clover, which immediately indicated
Narrow-bordered. But both species hibernate when very small larvae, and these did so, changing their
appearance from yellow and black to almost colourless and spinning a tiny pad on which they
remained motionless throughout the winter in the cold of an unheated shed. I kept a watch on them
and at the beginning of April I discovered one that had apparently crawled through the thread of the
screw top and appeared on the outside of its plastic pot. I concluded that the period of hibernation
was over! They soon started feeding on white clover and in a couple of weeks or so had moulted again
and resumed their normal yellow and black appearance. At the time of writing (mid April) they do
seem to have quite long hairs which again points to Narrow-bordered. The story will continue during
the summer…
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Birds of Radnorshire
'The Birds of Radnorshire' has recently been
published. It is the first avifauna for the county of
Radnorshire (vice-county 43) - 'The Heart of Wales'.
It is a sumptuously produced hardback volume of 300
pages written by Pete Jennings, who has been the
Radnorshire County Bird Recorder since 1986, and
illustrated by Alan Harris, one of the world's foremost
bird illustrators. www.alanharrisbirdartist.co.uk
The book contains an introduction to Radnorshire
including its topography, climate and geology as well
as sections on all the county's major bird habitats
illustrated with 32 photographs by the author.
The main body of the book is taken up with the
Systematic List which includes in detail the past and
present status of all 254 species so far recorded in
the county.
'The Birds of Radnorshire' is for anyone with an

interest in the birdlife of the
county - the garden
birdwatcher, enthusiastic
amateur or environmental
professional.
It is available for £30 (p&p
free) from Pete Jennings, Park
View, Staunton-on-Arrow,
Leominster, HR6 9HT.
(cheques payables to
P.Jennings). ISBN
9780951307021.
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Pied Flycatchers at Dolforwyn Woods
The Pied Flycatcher (Ficedula hypoleuca) is a small insect eating passerine. It is migratory, wintering mainly
in western Africa and returning to Europe in the summer to breed. It usually builds its nests in holes in oak
trees.
In the summer of 2013 a singing male was
recorded at Dolforwyn Woods,
Montgomeryshire Wildlife Trusts
newest site. This was early in the
breeding season, and no further
records were reported.

Figure 9: Pied Flycatcher eggs in nest

A number of nest boxes were installed
in the woodland during the winter
with the objective of confirming
whether breeding was taking place,
and, if so to monitor the birds level of
success.
The first survey of the nestboxes was
made on the 8th of May, and a partial
clutch of 6 eggs was found in one box
and two males were singing near to
two other boxes. A subsequent survey
on the 22nd of May found a female
sitting on the original nest, plus
another sitting female and two more
partial clutches. Two more visits will be
made to determine the number of
eggs that hatch, and then to confirm
that the juveniles fledged.
With breeding now confirmed on the
site it is hoped that the juvenile birds
can be ringed so that we can
determine if they successfully return in subsequent years.
Paul Roughley (Reserve Warden, Dolforwyn Woods Nature Reserve,Montgomeryshire Wildlife Trust)
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Wildwalks website
Powys residents who love the outdoors are being
encouraged to record sightings of local wildlife in
a bid to support The Wildlife Trusts conservation
efforts.
WildWalks is a new online recording tool,
established by The Wildlife Trusts in partnership
with the British Trust for Ornithology (BTO). It
will allow people to log wildlife sightings and map
records of plants and animals across wildlife trust
target areas for landscape-scale conservation,
known as Living Landscapes, and in some nature
reserves.
Users can log into the system at
www.wildlifetrusts.org/wildwalks where walks
around Living Landscapes or nature reserves can
be created or selected from existing
recommendations. Wildlife sightings can then be
recorded whilst out enjoying a walk and logged
afterwards using the online system. There are
currently more than 300 locations from which to
choose – places where wildlife trusts are
managing land for wildlife or helping other
landowners to do this. By involving members of
the local community in undertaking repeated
walks, The Wildlife Trusts will develop a better
understanding of existing wildlife populations in
the area and how these are responding to
conservation work.
WildWalks is now live and awaiting your wildlife
sightings at www.wild-walks.org but to help
develop the system at this early stage, The
Wildlife Trusts are welcoming users’ feedback on
their experience. Please share your thoughts at
wildwalks@wildlifetrusts.org. A mobile version is
planned for release later this year.

How to get involved
Step 1: Register with WildWalks at www.wildwalks.org
Step 2: Plan your WildWalk – follow our easy-touse guide
Step 3: Take note of the plants and animals you
see during your WildWalk
Step 4: Upload your sightings to www.wildwalks.org
Step 5: Plan a new walk, or repeat your walk, and
create new wildlife recordings
Record sightings of plants and animals along your
WildWalk and help The Wildlife Trusts build up a
picture of how our work to restore nature is
affecting local wildlife. If you repeat the walk, and
keep noting what you see over time, you will help
track how wildlife changes and responds to
conservation management. This is really useful
and important information for The Wildlife Trusts
to know whether they are achieving their longterm vision for Living Landscapes.

Abi Crutcher, Education Officer
01938 555654 / abi@montwt.co.uk
Editor’s note - I have been in contact with the
national organiser of this project as there is
concern that it is confusing for the public to know
which system to use for sending in records, and
will this detract from the LRCs on-line recording
systems. At the moment the local Trusts will be
sent the records from Wildwalks and these can be
passed on to the LRC’s. Eventually they may be
made available through iRecord so they can be
easily verified.
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Vincent Wildlife Trust National Polecat
Survey
Aim of the survey
As a result of persecution the polecat population suffered a severe decline historically. By the early
20th century polecats had become confined to mid-Wales. The population slowly recovered during
the 20th century and polecats are now widely distributed in Wales and central England, with outlier
populations in northern England and Scotland. The current polecat survey follows on from two
previous surveys by The Vincent Wildlife Trust in the 1990s and early 2000s.
The survey aims to:
• Gather up-to-date information on the current distribution of polecats in Britain
• Develop understanding of the extent of hybridisation between polecats and
polecat-ferrets.
In Wales Cofnod are working with VWT to facilitate record entry as part of the 2014-2015 Polecat
survey. You can enter records from anywhere in Wales using the ORS and they’ll be made available
straight away to VWT for checking and use. The records will then be exchanged on a regular basis
with the other welsh LRCs.
http://www.cofnod.org.uk/LinkInfo?ID=6

The 2014 Upper Wye Litter Clear Up
Volunteers and the Usk and Wye Foundation have managed 100 miles of cleaned up river by the end
of the 2014 campaign!! --in spite of missing a month at the start with flooding.
 200+ miles of riverbank have been cleared
 Involving 181 volunteers
 over 850 hours picking up
 620 sacks/large items of rubbish
 Over 60% of it coming off farms (Silage wrap,string, feed buckets, feed and fertiliser bags etc)
For more information go to:
http://www.wyeuskfoundation.org/projects/litter-2014.php

First of Season
Dick Eastwood's photo of newly
emerged Large Red Damselfly
found at his pond in Clyro on 13th
April 2014
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Monday 9th June 2014
BIS Offices, Unit 4, 6 The Bulwark, Brecon, Powys
LD3 7LB
Launch of new BIS website by
Kirsty Williams AM Brecon & Radnorshire, Leader of Welsh
Liberal Democrats Party.
11-12am. (Booking essential, Contact BIS.)

Public Open Day 12-4pm.
Posters and Demonstrations
Drop in and see how you can get involved with local wildlife recording
using the BIS new website tools. Use the Data Access Tool to see what
wildlife records BIS holds for your area and the on-line Wildlife
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Events and useful links

Wildlife Trusts
http://www.brecknockwildlifetrust.org.uk/events.html
http://www.rwtwales.org/index.php/events.html
http://www.montwt.co.uk/events.html

Life Long Learning at Aberystwyth University
http://www.aber.ac.uk/en/sell/lifelong-learning/ecology/

Welsh Biodiversity Partnership Newsletter
http://us2.campaignarchive1.com/?u=2cf93706f530c57a639a2c5cc&id=60912faafe

LRC Wales
http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/event/events-calendar/
http://www.wwbic.org.uk/news_events.asp
http://www.cofnod.org.uk/Calendar
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Biodiversity Information Service
Unit 4, 6 The Bulwark, Brecon, Powys, LD3 7LB
Tel: 01874 610881 Fax: 01874 624812 Email: info@b-i-s.org Website: www.b-i-s.org

Funding Partners
Countryside Council for Wales (Natural Resources Wales)
Powys County Council (PCC)
Brecon Beacons National Park Authority (BBNPA)
Forestry Commission for Wales (Natural Resources Wales)
North & Mid-Wales Trunk Road Agency (MWTRA)
Environment Agency (Natural Resources Wales)
Brecknock Wildlife Trust

Board of Directors
Norman Lowe (BWT/MWT representative) – Chairman
Sue Furber
Ian J.S. Rowatt (BBNPA)
Bob Dennison
John Wilson
Keith Noble
Becky Davies (CCW observer)
Alastair Knox (NRW observer)
Janet Imlach ( Non-Director, Company Secretary)
Support Group
Emma Guy (PCC LBAP)– Chairman
Bradley Welch (BBNPA)
Steph Coates (BWT)
Tammy Stretton (MWT)
Darylle Hardy (RWT)
Michelle Delafield (Mid-Wales Trunk Road Agency)
Ken Perry (Natural Resources Wales)
Rachel Price (PCC)
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