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Recorders’ Newsletter 
Issue 18 – November 2014 

 

Welcome to the Autumn issue of the Powys and Brecon Beacons National Park Recorders’ Newsletter. 

Thanks again to all the contributors of articles which help to inform and promote recording to a wider 
public.  
With the reduction in BIS staff time we need to prioritise services to partners and recorders and I propose 
to cut the newsletter to an annual publication in autumn. We can also easily add news to the BIS website.  I 
would welcome any feedback and we will be reviewing the format over the winter and the best way to 
continue. 
 

  Janet Imlach – Editor 
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IT and Website 

On the 9th June 2014 BIS launched its new website at its first 
public open day. Thanks to Kirsty Williams AM Brecon & 
Radnorshire Leader of Welsh Liberal Democrats Party (mid of 
photo), for her support in attending the launch. BIS was able 
to demonstrate the website and wildlife recording tools to 
people from a wide range of organisations including local 
schools and community project officers, so raising awareness 
and promoting local wildlife recording. These website tools 
are now available to make viewing information on records 

held by BIS and entering new wildlife sightings easy for the amateur enthusiast. A flyer promoting the 
website recording tools is 
on page 11 and we have 
been circulating these to 
libraries and schools in the 
BIS area.  

The Brecknock Moth Group 
website developed by BIS, is 
now live and is modelled on 
the BIS website format. 
However it has the 
additional feature that you 
can search for information 
and county records of each 
species and view their 
distribution on a Google 
map. The website also has 
some fascinating pictures in 
the gallery and keeps local 
‘mothers’ up to date with 
news and events. 

BIS would be very pleased 
to develop websites for other local recording groups or projects, using this template. If you are interested 
please contact Steve Goddard at BIS. 

Now that Steve has got the website up and running he has returned to further development of the Data 
Access Tool used by the BIS and LRC Wales partners. It has been agreed by the 4 LRCs that we should work 
closely together to improve on the functionality and usability of the DAT, especially as technology has 
moved on over the last 2 years. The first stage is to bring together the 4 welsh LRCs data into one database 
that can be accessed by partners and all the LRCs for their reporting. We will then scope how the DAT 
interface and functionality can best be improved for partners and commercial users. 

BIS Catch up 

http://bmg.b-i-s.org/home
mailto:steve@b-i-s.org
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Funding 

BIS relies heavily on this IT development and 
automation as without that it could not provide 
its products and services with such a low staffing 
level. This year BIS funding has been reduced 
overall by £7000, because of loss of income from 
Forestry Estates, Welsh Government Agriculture 
and 10% decrease from Powys County Council. 
We will only balance the budget because of 
voluntary reduction of staff time. It is particularly 
disappointing that PCC have discontinued using 
the BIS planning reporting system and have 
replaced with a GIS Priority species Alert layer, 
updated twice a year, plus using the Data Access 
Tool for other species searches. The BIS planning 
reporting service is a sophisticated automated 
system designed to work with the PCC planning 
website and gives a full report on species, sites 
and habitats for each planning application. This 
ensures that there is a complete audit to show 
that all the biodiversity information available has 
been considered. One of the main reasons that 
BIS was set up by the partners was to have a 
central system where known biodiversity 
information was readily available.  It appears now 
that this biodiversity information, such as rare 
species and locally important species, is no longer 
fully taken into account for development or 

operations because of lack of resources for all 
organisations, including the Wildlife Trusts and 
National Resources Wales (NRW). LRC Wales has 
raised this issue with the Welsh Government 
(WG) and NRW at recent funding meetings. We 
hope to meet again with the WG very soon to 
discuss core funding and using the LRC Wales 
biodiversity information in their operations. 

BIS now has a good balance of experienced IT, 
ecological and LRC management skills in its 
present staff and future withdrawal or reduction  
of funding from member partners now puts the 
viability of BIS in danger. Therefore all the 
partners and the local recording community in 
general, lose a valuable resource which was 
originally set up to provide a more efficient way 
of collating biodiversity data which all partners 
need to comply with statutory obligations. The 
Welsh Government and Natural Resources Wales 
have highlighted the need for a good evidence 
base in order to halt the loss of biodiversity in 
Wales, and BIS along with LRC Wales plays an 
important part in collating that data. We hope 
therefore that the WG and NRW will 
acknowledge this and 
maintain present funding. 
Janet Imlach (BIS 
Manager) 

 

Brecknockshire 
Rare Plant Register  

John Crellin, BSBI Assistant County 
Recorder, has compiled information 
on Rare Plants in Brecknockshire to produce this Register 
which will be of great importance to conservation bodies and 
local authorities, as well as keen botanists. BIS was very 
pleased to having contributed through sharing vascular plant 
data held by BIS as well as the digitisation of County 
Recorder, Mike Porter’s records for the future Brecknock 
Flora. Contact John Crellin for a copy of the book or view the 
distribution maps on line at 

http://floralimages.co.uk/vc42/rprdistmaps.htm 

http://www.floralimages.co.uk/contact/contact2.htm
http://floralimages.co.uk/vc42/rprdistmaps.htm
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Action for Red Wood Ants in 
Montgomeryshire 

A local partnership between Natural Resources 
Wales and Montgomeryshire Wildlife Trust has 
improved habitat for Red Wood Ants Formica 
rufa over the last two winters at their only two 
remaining sites in Montgomeryshire, as well as 
conducting thorough searches of the sites to find 
additional nests.  

Red Wood Ants have declined over recent 
decades because of loss of habitat, and changes 
to woodland management. They build nests up to 
a metre high made from small twigs, conifer 
needles and leaves, and need open patches in 
woodland, building their nests where they will 
get sunlight for much of the day, and can’t 
survive if they become too shaded. Nests are 
frequently on or close to south-facing slopes on 
the edge of tracks, or close to the woodland 
edge, but can be anywhere in a woodland with 
the right aspect and patches of light canopy. Each 
nest is used for a few years, around ten, before it 
is moved to a new site nearby. As a result, wood 
ant colonies need a supply of potential new 
locations close to the existing nest.  

The work we have been carrying out therefore 
entails sensitively thinning small trees and 

removing bramble and bracken around existing 
nests, and also creating small clearings nearby. 
The early signs are good, with new nests 
appearing each summer in some areas opened up 
the previous winter. We have twice been lucky 
enough to see nests in the process of being 
moved, with trails of ants carrying eggs from one 

location to another whilst others are busy 
constructing the new nest. The team were also 
fascinated to find the ants active even in late 
February this year. Dense clusters were seen 
‘sun-bathing’ before going underground to 
transfer the heat to the nest (see photo left). 

The results of the survey work have also been 
positive, although it is no easy task searching 
for nests in steep, brambly woodland! From a 
baseline of perhaps 8 known nests at one site 
and 5 at the other a few years ago, we now 
know of around 12-15 at each. It is difficult to 
be exact, as some nests can appear one 
summer but then be abandoned, whilst others 
move but may not immediately be re-found. 

Whilst encouraging, these numbers are still small 
and the species very vulnerable. In a healthy 
wood ant site there can be hundreds of nests. 

Thanks are due to all the volunteers who have 
helped with this vital work, and also to the 
owners and managers of the sites, for allowing us 
to undertake it and consulting us before carrying 
out significant forestry operations. The sites have 
no statutory protection and are managed for 
commercial forestry, so without the concern and 
efforts of all these people, this amazing species 
could easily be inadvertently lost. This has 
already happened at other sites where 
intervention was too late to save them. We 
would be grateful for any new records of this 
species in Montgomeryshire, as we must hope 
that there are more than just the two sites we 
currently know of. 

Mike Green, Natural Resources Wales Conservation Officer, Montgomeryshire,  
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A Crayfish Survey of part of Cwmgwdi 
stream, National Trust, Central Beacons 

September 2014 
Licensed Surveyors: Stephanie Coates and Beverley Lewis of Brecknock and Radnorshire Amphibian and 

Reptile Group (BRAG). Observer: Ben Mullen, National Trust 

On the 24th of September Bev and I visited Cwmgwdi partly 
because my crayfish licence was soon to run out and we wanted 
to keep our skills up and also because we hadn’t monitored the 
stream for a couple of years. For those who are unfamiliar with 
the history here, it seems that the crayfish population was 
started by a release by Major Charles Allum before the days 
when permission was required. Many of us in BRARG have fond 
memories of meeting Major Charles and his dog Betty to look at 

the nets of rotting chicken he had set out the night before in a bid to attract the crayfish. Nowadays we 
just look under rocks and in hiding places.  

The stream here (see photo right)is very much an upland flashy stream, 
but is incised into the topography in a Cwm which is vegetated with 
gorse, and lower down, birch. The stream has some good pools with 
stable rocks in them. In one prime pool with boulders and crevices we 
could see four crayfish including one of breeding size. We tested the pH 
which was 7. The underlying geology is probably Old Red Sandstone, 
which has a new name now, but seems to release sufficient minerals 
for the crayfish exoskeleton.  

One of the dangers facing invertebrates in streams is anti-parasitic 
livestock treatments getting into the water from the animals’ droppings 
and urine. I would be interested if anyone has any information about 
this as the situation may have improved with new ways of treating 
livestock? There were some algae in the stream which could be natural 
after a dry summer. But it can be a warning sign, and on a Talgarth 
stream I saw this happen after a pollution event which had caused a die off of everything, including the 
stream grazers. 

The other danger to crayfish is being flushed downstream! We found good numbers of smaller crayfish but 
only 2 or 3 larger ones. This is probably because they are more vulnerable to predation and being washed 
down. Big boulders in the stream banks with crevices underneath them are therefore vital in this sort of 
stream. 

So after a refuge search of 1 ½ hours we found 15 crayfish and having GPS’ed our position next time we 
can do a different stretch. This is an important local population which shows crayfish can survive in these 
upland streams which are well isolated from the threat of Signal Crayfish. I would like to see more streams 
in this area surveyed as potential release sites for White Clawed Crayfish which have been bred 
successfully in captivity for other release projects.                                               Stephanie Coates CIEEM 
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Radnorshire Damselflies & Dragonflies 
I was recently invited to prepare an article for the 

Radnorshire Wildlife Trust newsletter on my 

approach to recording Odonata. Rather than copy 

this as-written I thought it might be more 

appealing to go the next step and let others know 

how this season has gone. 

Figure 1 Migrant Hawker in flight 

 

While my interest is in photographing and 

recording the Odonata that frequent the 

southern parts of Radnorshire, I regularly 

trespass into Breconshire to ‘get my eye in’ 

particularly when the Variable Damselfly and 

Migrant Hawkers (Figure1) are out in number at 

Llangasty on Llangorse Lake. I was particularly 

excited with Keith Noble’s re-discovery of Hairy 

Dragonfly and lost no time in visiting and 

spending two days watching them and taking 

photographs. What a great find. 

My base is Bog Meadow, above Clyro, a pond 

that I created by raising a bund across a hollow 

through which a small stream flowed in the 

wetter months of the year. Only during 

construction did I realise that beneath the stream 

was an underground water source that now feeds 

my pond – the level remaining constant with any 

surplus overflowing to the original stream.  

Over the past 4-5 years I have travelled far and 

wide looking for suitable habitat and recording 

what was there or equally important – what was 

not there! The best of these sites have become 

targets for further study and my focus this year 

has been to follow these throughout the season. 

Apart from Bog Meadow, I chose a pond adjacent 

to the Ireland Well behind Rhos Goch, the 

Fishpond (Monks Pool) on the Begwns, 

Llanbwchllyn Lake, and two sites along the River 

Wye. These sites are representative of the 

moorland species, those that enjoy still water and 

those that prefer flowing water.  

Figure 2 Common Hawker Male 

 

From my pond, Large Red, Azure and Emerald 

Damselflies, Broad Bodied Chaser, Southern 

Hawker and Common Darter have emerged but 

the biggest surprise was the discovery of Scarce 

Blue Tailed damselfly! I looked back through my 

records and found reference to Blue Tail - but did 

I identify them correctly? An absence of 

photographs shows my complacency. This has me 

wondering whether they have been resident for 

some years previous? Visitors include the Four-
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Spotted Chaser, Common Hawker (Figure2) and 

Emperor Dragonfly. 

The Begwns Fishpond is easy to get to and is host 

to large populations of Common Blue, Blue Tail 

and Emerald Damselflies with some Azure. It has 

a very healthy population of Emperor Dragonfly, 

Black Tailed Skimmer, Migrant Hawker and 

Common Darter. Common, Southern and Brown 

Hawker can be found along with Broad Bodied 

and Four-Spotted Chaser and no doubt breed 

here. Finding Migrant Hawker at this site a few 

years ago was a great result as the exercise 

started with a visit to Llangasty to watch their 

flight pattern and assess the environment, then I 

worked my way from Breconshire to find out if 

they had crossed the border into Radnorshire! 

Figure 3 Broad Bodied Chaser emerging 

 

The man-made pond at Ireland’s Well is a jewel 

and well worth a visit. The early season species – 

Large Red, Azure and Common Blue damselflies 

plus Broad Bodied (Figure3) and Four Spotted 

Chaser - are joined later by Emerald Damselfly, 

Common Darter, Southern and Common Hawker. 

The two stars for me are the Golden Ringed 

Dragonfly and the Black Darter. The Black Darter 

emerges later than most and is great fun to 

watch. The Golden Ringed enjoys running water 

and they emerge on the lichen covered rocks 

bounding the stream, and also considerable 

distance away in the smallest of trickles from wet 

patches on the moorland. The adults patrol the 

stream that exits from the pond and a short walk 

downhill will produce results.  

Llanbwchllyn Lake is a site with much potential 

but is very difficult to fully assess as most of the 

margins are inaccessible. It supports a very large 

colony of Common Blue damselfly, and a small 

number of Large Red, Azure, Blue Tail and 

Emerald. I have seen Emperor and Southern 

Hawker, but the two notable species to be found 

here are the Migrant and Brown Hawkers.  

The last of my favourite sites is the River Wye just 

upstream of Hay-on-Wye. Apart from being a 

pleasant walk, with a number of areas where the 

banks are cut by the ‘bailiff’ to provide vantage 

points for the fishermen, it is host to some 

wonderful species – the Beautiful and Banded 

Demoiselles, the White Legged Damselfly and the 

(not so) Common Club Tail Dragonfly.(Figure 4). 

This year I spotted 10 Clubtail on one visit – and 

managed to photograph none! I returned the 

next morning and got my photos of a teneral.  I 

also discovered 3 Clubtail exuviae and two for the 

Demoiselles.  

Figure 4 Common Clubtail Dragonfly. A teneral 

just before its maiden flight 

 

In summary, it has been a very enjoyable year. 

Dick Eastwood 
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Keep the wildlife spots coming! 
Since joining the National Park Authority I’ve 

received my fair share of requests for help from 

colleagues and members of the public for help 

identifying this ‘little red fungus’ or that ‘spotted 

leaved plant’. Not only do I really enjoy sharing in 

someone’s enthusiasm for the wildlife they’ve 

spotted, but it frequently reminds me how 

everyone really can help grow our knowledge of 

where species occur and how they’re doing; 

especially at a time when wildlife can be so easily 

captured on smart phones, and emailed over to 

willing specialists for identification.  

The importance of the recording network and 

encouragement of members of the public to get 

involved in submitting wildlife sightings 

particularly comes to home as I begin the process 

of reviewing the Park’s Local Biodiversity Action 

Plan. The conservation world’s ability to target 

action and projects for best biodiversity gain 

relies on good knowledge of where our special 

species and habitats occur, and how they’re 

doing.  

Below are two species that are fairly widespread 

in the UK, but for which we have few records in 

the Brecon Beacons National Park.  

Leaf beetle (Galeruca tanaceti) 
 

This black beetle (with abdomen bloated with 

eggs) was spotted on the southern shores of 

Llangorse Lake in September by members of the 

NPA conservation team. It was confirmed to be 

Galeruca tanceti thanks to Phil Ward. 

Galeruca tanaceti, which hasn't got a common 

name unfortunately, is one of the larger species 

of leaf beetle and being all black is easy to 

identify as most other leaf beetles are not black! 

It is quite a widespread species across the UK, but 

for some reason it genuinely seems scarce in 

Powys. The reason for this is not known as it 

feeds commonly on plants such as yarrow and 

knapweed which aren’t scarce in the region. 

 

Wool carder bee (Anthidium manicatum) 
 

This rather lovely bee was spotted by our 

Member Biodiversity Champion in her garden in 

the summer.  The so called Wool Carder Bee is a 

solitary nesting bee Anthidium manicatum. It’s 

the size of a bumblebee but has the distinctive 

yellow spots on the abdomen which shows well 

in the photo. It’s quite a widespread species but 

this is the only known record within the Brecon 

Beacons National Park. 

If you’d like to be involved in discussions on the 

future of the LBAP in the National Park please do 

contact me: Rebecca Price, Ecologist, Brecon 

Beacons National Park Authority  

Email:Rebecca.price@beacons-npa.gov.uk
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Some insect odds and ends 
Keeping track of our regular wildlife may be more 

important, but surprises add excitement and this 

has been a rewarding summer. 

 

Finding Hairy Dragonflies (above) at Llangorse 

Lake made 17th June a day to remember. Fifty 

years ago in the first Brecknock Wildlife Trust 

newsletter Dr. David Kyle included this species in 

a list of Breconshire dragonflies, but there had 

been no subsequent records. During the 

following week I saw and photographed about 

half a dozen, Dick Eastwood noted considerably 

more, and Bob Dennison’s sightings included one 

caught by a Golden-ringed Dragonfly. 

My first records there of Brown Hawker and 

Scarce Blue-tailed Damselfly brought my personal 

list for the Lake to eighteen, just one example of 

the wildlife importance of this site. At Penlan 

Ponds in August and September up to four Black 

Darters appeared for the first time. For a small 

site on the edge of Brecon the variety of 

dragonflies, sixteen species, is notable. 

Penlan also provided the biggest butterfly 

surprise, a Small Blue on 15th and 16th August. 

Small Blues and their food plant Kidney Vetch are 

recorded at a few limestone sites on the southern 

edge of Breconshire, so this female must be 

regarded as an unusual wanderer. A fresh Large 

Skipper at Llangorse Lake on 28th September was 

not out of place but very much out of its usual 

June/July season. This appears to represent a rare 

second generation of a butterfly whose 

caterpillar usually hibernates. On 3rd October 

there was a Heart and Dart among my Garden 

Moth Scheme catch, two months late, and a 

recent Butterfly Conservation newsletter 

reported second generations of other species this 

autumn.

 

The Garden Moth Scheme and regular trapping 

by many enthusiasts have produced a wealth of 

information, including the fine new Brecknock 

Moth List on the BIS website. Some day-flying 

moths are not so well covered. On 14th May I 

was on the hill above Bwlch quarry where I had 

seen my first Speckled Yellow (above) last year. 

This time I counted seven in the quarry and 

seventeen on slopes along the top edge of the 

wood. When the sun was out they made a lovely 

sight as they flew around courting, but 

disappeared when a cloud came across. Later in 

the summer Wood Sage, the caterpillars’ food 

plant, covered these slopes. The Brecknock Moth 

List contains ten records, the last in 2009, one of 

three, the rest of one or ‘present’. Speckled 

Yellow is a distinctive and attractive moth and 

just one example of those which could be better 

recorded through daytime observation. 

Keith Noble 
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Heather Condition Monitoring on Hatterrall 
Hill  

Hatterrall Hill provided the perfect October venue for a training day in heathland condition monitoring for 

the National Park’s new team of HLF Trainee Wardens, and its Black Mountains and Eastern Central 

Beacons Volunteers.  Volunteers make an essential contribution to the running of the National Park and 

the training day will contribute to ongoing work by the Ecology team to assess the health of the hill’s 

important heathland habitat.  

Habitat monitoring is an important tool for assessing the condition of a habitat; helping us determine 

changes in plant communities (good and bad) and thus helping inform how we manage a site. The Hatterall 

Ridge is part of the vast Black Mountains Special Site of Scientific Interest (SSSI); an extensive area of 

upland moorland and associated habitats. The moorland contains a mosaic of upland heathland plants 

dominated by heather, bilberry together with crowberry – which were the focus of the day’s monitoring 

efforts 

.   

 

The heather moorland is part of a special landscape, shaped by ongoing traditional management by 

generations of Commoners.  Livestock grazing, together with practices such as heather burning, have 

helped sustain the mosaic of characteristic upland plants and support the species which depend upon 

them. The Red Grouse and The Silurian Moth are just two of the key upland species which rely on a mosaic 

of heather and bilberry, of different ages and structures, to provide food and shelter.   

Rebecca Price, Ecologist, Brecon Beacons National Park Authority  
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Using the BIS website tools 

Are you interested in watching wildlife and would like to know more 
about recording your sightings and where to send it? The Biodiversity 

Information Service (BIS) is the Local Record Centre 
that gathers together wildlife information for the area 
of Powys and Brecon Beacons National Park. The aim of 
BIS is to make information on wildlife, their habitats 
and important sites, readily available to those who 
need it. This will ensure that decisions, which may 
affect the local natural heritage, are made with the 
best available knowledge.  

An important role of BIS is to provide a support network for local 
recorders to ensure that their efforts are valued and to encourage 
recording, so that it is easy for anyone to send in their wildlife 
sightings. BIS has therefore developed a number of on-line tools to 
support public recording. 

To see what records BIS holds in your 
area use the on-line Data Access Tool 
(DAT). Put a point on the map and see 
a summary of species recorded in that 
1km square. For an individual species, 
create a 10km square distribution 
map of records held by the Local 
Record Centres in Wales.  

http://www.b-i-s.org/home
http://www.lrcwalesdat.org/eng/index.php
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Submit wildlife sightings through the BIS on-line Wildlife Recording 
Database (WiReD).  After registration you can add, view, and map your 
records. They are then easily available to be verified by local experts 
and to BIS, so they directly contribute to the 
conservation of wildlife.  

Use the ‘Contact a local expert’ tool to see who 
can give you more guidance on wildlife 
identification or recording a particular group. 

The News and Events pages will keep you up to 
date with what’s going on in the local recording 
community and opportunities for wildlife 
identification training. The BIS ‘Recorders 
Newsletters’ in the Library section have more 
articles on wildlife recording. 

A link from the BIS website takes you to the Brecknock 
Moth Group website developed by BIS. Here you can 
view information on recording and the moth records of 
Brecknock.  http://bmg.b-i-s.org    

 If you are a local community group interested in 
wildlife recording or are running a recording project 

contact BIS for help to develop a bespoke on-line recording form or 
website. 

http://record.b-i-s.org/
http://bmg.b-i-s.org/
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Records from Drostre Wood (BWT) 
September 2014 

Figure 6 Turkey tail – Alan Salter 

 

 

Events and useful links 

Wildlife Trusts 

http://www.brecknockwildlifetrust.org.uk/events.html 

http://www.rwtwales.org/index.php/events.html 

http://www.montwt.co.uk/whats-on 

 

Life Long Learning at Aberystwyth University 

http://www.aber.ac.uk/en/lifelong-learning/ecology/ 

 

LRC Wales 

http://www.b-i-s.org/events 

http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/news.page 

http://www.wwbic.org.uk/news_events.asp 

http://www.cofnod.org.uk/Calendar 

Figure 5 Aniseed Cockleshell – Alan Salter 

http://www.brecknockwildlifetrust.org.uk/events.html
http://www.rwtwales.org/index.php/events.html
http://www.montwt.co.uk/whats-on
http://www.aber.ac.uk/en/lifelong-learning/ecology/
http://www.b-i-s.org/events
http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/news.page
http://www.wwbic.org.uk/news-events/
http://www.wwbic.org.uk/news-events/
http://www.cofnod.org.uk/Calendar
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Biodiversity Information Service 

Unit 4, 6 The Bulwark, Brecon, Powys, LD3 7LB 

Tel: 01874 610881 Fax: 01874 624812 Email: info@b-i-s.org  Website: www.b-i-s.org 
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