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Recorders’ Newsletter 
Issue 22 – October 2016 

 

 

Welcome to the Autumn edition of the Recorders newsletter in this 15th year of BIS. It is good to see a range 

of articles from slugs to fungi. We also include an update on the Powys LBAP review which should be an 
important document for all of us. Thanks to all contributors. 

  Janet Imlach – Editor  
(Below: 

 Beefsteak mushroom recorded in Priory Woods, Brecon) 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Figure 1Beefsteak mushroom recorded in Priory woods, Brecon 
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In July BIS reached 2 million records in its Recorder 6 
species database thanks to Andy King and his 
Brecknock Birds 2015 records. The 2 millionth record 
was a Green Sandpiper recorded by Andy King at 
Llangorse Lake in 2015.  BIS now holds 2,032,224 
species records having recently added 
Montgomeryshire and  Radnorshire 2015 Bird records 
plus updates from BIS WiReD and iRecord. It is good 
to see that it has only taken the last 5 years to add 
another 1 million records to the previous million 
which took 10 years to collate. Thanks to all county 
recorders and organisations that now exchange 
records regularly with BIS. 

Over the summer we have been working on 3 main 
projects 

 BIS 15yr celebration event on 18th June 

 Development of Aderyn 

 Supporting Powys LBAP Review contract 

 
15yr Celebrations 
The public event for the BIS 15yr celebration was held 
at the Theatr Brycheiniog and was sponsored by the 
Wales Biodiversity Partnership. There was an 
excellent turnout of exhibits by the county recorders 
and conservation organisations including Brecon 
Beacons National Park, Brecknock Wildlife Trust, 
Brecknock birds, plants, moths and dragonflies, 
Rhayader by Nature and National Museum Wales. In 
the morning there was a mini-BioBlitz led by Keith 
Noble, Phil Ward and John Crellin. This was followed 
by pond dipping at Penlan Ponds led by Hannah Shaw 

(PondNet) and Barbara Brown (Opal). Steph Coates 
(BWT) then gave us a talk on recognising animal signs 
and tracks. 

 

Figure 3: Public event displays 

In the afternoon Steve Goddard of BIS gave a demo on 
using the BIS website tools to aid recording including 
the Aderyn public search tool and the WiReD for on-
line recording. Finally we held a Recorders Question 
Time with a panel of Ray Woods, Phil Ward, Andy King 
and Steph Coates. This proved to be a very interesting 
chat. I brought along a picture of a very small fungus I 
had seen growing the previous week on Mynydd 
Illtud. I didn’t think it could be identified from a photo 
but would start some discussion. However Ray 
immediately identified it as Ophyiocordyceps gracilis 
which has quite a story behind it (See p 3). 

 

Figure 4: Public event Question Time 

 
In the evening BIS held a special buffet reception  
which was kindly sponsored By Brecon Beacons 
National Park Authority, to thank the  recorders and 

BIS Catch Up 

Figure 2: Green Sandpiper (RSPB) 
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supporters of BIS over the last 15 years. BIS launched 
the public search tool of Aderyn which is now on the 
BIS website.  David Edwards was the guest speaker 
and gave us a talk on ‘The End of Nature’. ‘In this talk 
David examines the impossibility of finding anywhere 
on Earth that has not been affected by mankind's 
activity, how we reconcile that with notions of 
wilderness, how we value nature, and the necessary 
redefining of what is now ‘natural’. Although this 
began by raising a lot of concerns about the loss of 
biodiversity it ended with a positive note in that 
mankind is gradually recognising the value of nature 
and biodiversity for wellbeing. 
Aderyn 
The public tool of the Aderyn system is now on the BIS 
website. It has similar functions to the DAT where you 
search for a summary of records in a 1km square or 
create species distribution maps, but a little quicker 
and smarter. We should have a proper Welsh 
translation in place very soon. Steve also 
demonstrated the Aderyn planning reporting tool at 
the recorders event. This works off the LERC Wales 
joint database and will replace the HTML reporting 
system developed by Piotr at BIS. The new system is 
being tested by BBNP but should be made available 
very soon under licence to the users of Powys and 

BBNP planning reports. Steve will circulate a training 
video to help new users but should be fairly straight 
forward. Each user will receive an email showing the 
applications that have been processed that week and 
can click on them to see results in either Aderyn or 
the Cofnod eMapper system. There is information on 
species, sites and both the old and new NRW habitat 
mapping. It also has the additional facility to search 
for any past applications and view the report. It is 
almost automated so anyone at BIS can run the 
planning reporting system and frees up staff time for 
other data management. Steve is now working on an 
internal automated commercial enquiry tool before 
moving on to full partner access similar to the DAT. 
 
Powys LBAP Review 
In June Powys awarded a contract to Environmental 
Systems (ES) to undertake a review of the Powys LBAP 
and BIS is managing the contract for Powys CC and 
Powys Biodiversity Partnership. Neil Parker of ES has 
written an article on progress and how this will be 
achieved on page 4. BIS has provided site, habitat and 
species information for analysis and so has been 
working to ensure all available information has been 
entered into the database. We look forward to the 
initial habitat plans for review in November. 

Janet Imlach (BIS) 

Ophyiocordyceps gracilis 
I photographed this tiny fungi with Heath Bedstraw (Galium saxatile)in mid-June on Mynydd Illtud and brought along 
to the BIS recorders Question time on 18th June. It was immediately identified by Ray Woods and proved to have an 

interesting story. Ray said ‘there are only 
about a dozen recent Welsh records on 
the BMS fungus database though 
occurring in spring it's probably widely 
overlooked my mycologists who only get 
into gear in late summer. There is little 
information as to the cutworm 
caterpillars it parasitises but Ghost swift 
or Yellow underwings are most likely as 
they feed on grass roots. The fungus is 
related to O. sinensis, the collection of 
which in Tibet now contributes more 
than 50% to household annual incomes. 
Markets are mostly in China and SE Asia 
with a pound weight of the fungi being 

worth over £40,000. It is considered to 
have anticancer, aphrodisiac and "pick me 
up" properties.’ 

 
Janet Imlach (BIS) 

Figure 6: Ophyiocordyceps gracilis 

Figure 5: Distribution map of O. gracilis 
LERC Wales records 

http://aderyn.lercwales.org.uk/
http://www.guestspeaker.earth/david-edwards-guest-speaker-webleaflet.pdf
http://aderyn.lercwales.org.uk/
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Powys Nature Recovery 

Plan 
 
In July 2016 the Powys Local Biodiversity Partnership 
commissioned a short project to review the current 
Powys Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP). The 
outcome of the review will be the Powys Nature 
Recovery Plan. 
 
Central to this review is the application of the 
ecosystem approach. The ecosystem approach is a 
strategy for the integrated management of land, 
water and living resources (CBD, 2016). Application of 
the ecosystem approach in the sense of LBAP for 
Powys focusses on identifying and mapping the 
resilience of existing ecological networks. Ecological 
networks provide the natural infrastructure that 
provides for the shelter and movement of species. A 
bigger, better and more joined up network will help 
biodiversity assets recover from deficit and become 
more resilient to the effects of climate change (JNCC, 
2014). 
 
In the Powys Nature Recovery Plan this will be 
represented by networks of woodland, grassland, 
heath and wetland. These networks will inform up to 
eight Habitat Action Plans (HAPs) that will seek to 
protect the best examples and types of habitat; 
improve those semi-natural habitats in poor 
condition; celebrate and describe the semi-natural or 
modified habitats which provide enhanced wellbeing 
for local communities and individuals; and by 
analysing networks and species distribution calculate 
areas which are likely to have the most benefit for 
restoration of functioning habitat ecosystems. 
 
To support the preparation of HAPs a review of 
species considered to be Locally Important was 
undertaken. This has included review of species 
previously considered as of local importance when 
the LBAP was originally drawn up in 2002. Since this 
time a short review was completed approximately five 
years ago and an update was required. Therefore 
recorders throughout the vice-counties of 

Montgomeryshire, Brecknockshire and Radnorshire 
were contacted to help review the lists of Locally 
Important 1 species and provide guidance on retention 
or removal of those species from the LBAP. To date at 
least 11 recorders have responded providing 
information for vascular plants (including axiophytes), 
moths, butterflies, odonatan, crustacea, fish, 
amphibians, reptiles, birds, and mammals. When this 
is added to recent work completed on fungi, lichens, 
bryophytes and birds, a more up to date list of Locally 
Important species has been confirmed. To help guide 
action planning a copy of the Locally Important 
species lists will be included in the Powys Nature 
Recovery Plan, and where possible associated with 
the HAPs. 
 
The combination of this review of species and habitat 
data will help to produce a holistic yet common 
flexible framework which will guide different user 
groups to make informed land management decisions 
in order to meet their own objectives more effectively 
and facilitate conversation on conflicting demands. 
The timeframe for completing the review is late 
January 2017 and will be available on the Powys 
County Council website. In addition to support action 
on the ground the potential for the ecological 
network opportunity maps being hosted on an 
interactive webpage is being considered. 
 

Neil Parker (Environment Systems) 
 
 

                                                 
1 The term Locally Important is currently flexible as some groups 

of recorders have developed methods for defining what is of 

importance to Powys where as others have not found a need to 

define what is of local importance. It is clear that an objective of 

the Powys Nature Recovery Plan will be to work with recorders to 

develop a flexible framework for defining Locally Important 

Species. 
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Peregrines in Brecon 
One or two Peregrines have been present 

on the Buckingham Tower of St Mary's 

Church, Brecon in the last two years. They 

are not there during the breeding season 

and it is not known where they nest.  

About a dozen pairs nest in Breconshire. 

Elsewhere in the UK Peregrines have 

increasingly come to nest into urban areas, 

including on churches and cathedrals. If a 

platform could be installed on St Mary's 

tower during the current roof repairs it is 

possible that a pair might stay to breed 

here. 

When Peregrines are close together, the female can be 

seen to be bigger than the male, and she can take larger prey. These are the fastest hunters in the World. Sometimes 

we see birds in action around Brecon, eg chasing town pigeons. More can be found out by collecting the feathers 

and other remains around the church. These have included Woodcock, Black-headed Gull, Jackdaw, Feral and Wood 

Pigeons, Starling, Blackbird, Redwing and Great Spotted Woodpecker. 

On 3rd October I found half the head of a Manx Shearwater under the tower. It was fresh, probably dropped that 

day. Manx Shearwaters come to Wales to 

breed, and a major part of the World 

population nests in burrows on Skomer 

Island, managed by the Wildlife Trust of 

South and West Wales. In late summer 

they head out across the Atlantic to 

spend the winter off  the coasts of South 

America. They make a huge figure of  8 

journey returning in Spring via the coasts 

of Africa.  

Sometimes Manx Shearwaters are forced 

inland by bad weather. In the last 50 

years about 15 have been found in 

September in Breconshire. Some have 

been dead; some rehabilitated and 

returned to the coast. There has been just one previous finding of Manx 

Shearwater remains under a local Peregrine site. 

It seems unlikely that a Peregrine caught the latest shearwater off the coast. The bird was probably storm-blown into 

the local area. On 4 September Will Willett at Llangorse for a sailing regatta, photographed a Manx Shearwater in 

the middle of the Lake.   

Keith Noble  

Figure 7: Peregrine in flight (RSPB) 

Figure 8: Manx Shearwaters (Animal Spot) 
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Deri Woods Bioblitz 
Thanks to Tesco’s Bags for Life scheme, Llanfair 
Caereinion Town Council and Montgomeryshire 
Wildlife Trust have joined forces to help manage Deri 
Woods for people and wildlife. The project aims to 
increase the wildlife value of the woodland and give 
the site a community focus, through regular 
volunteering opportunities and community events. 

 
Together with volunteers, conservation work will 
include surveys, coppicing, tree planting, bird box 
installation, hedge laying, removal of non-native 
species and infrastructure maintenance. It has already 
been a busy few months since the project started: 
several bird boxes were installed in April with some 
excellent results, the highlight being three pied 
flycatcher nests. Breeding bird surveys also identified 
several other threatened bird species making use of 
the wood including song thrush, wood warbler, 
dunnock, redstart, bullfinch and dipper, who were 
using the adjacent River Banwy. We have also 

surveyed the flora of the site and gained some 
valuable species records from our Bioblitz event in 
August, including thirty moth records, six bat species 
and several small mammals; all which will enhance 
the conservation management plan. Also on offer at 
the Bioblitz was river kick sampling, children’s arts and 
crafts and the opportunity to observe bird ringing.  
 
Deri Woods is a Semi Natural Ancient Woodland and 

listed on the Ancient Woodland Inventory. To aid 
restoration of the woodland, the gradual thinning of 
non-native conifers will help establish a more natural 
ground flora, benefit native tree regeneration and 
enhance the diversity of plants and insects. As part of 
the Bioblitz event, Nick Burton and his Dutch Draft 
mare Elza from Powys Forest Horses demonstrated 
the sensitive extraction of timber, using the 
traditional horse logging method of woodland 
management. Using horses to extract timber 
significantly reduces the noise, pollution and damage 
often associated with forestry work, and the 
demonstration proved popular with visitors.  
 
If you would like to get involved or would like more 
information about this project, please contact   

Chris Radford (Project Officer) 
email chris@montwt.co.uk  

or give us a call on 01938 555654.  
  

Figure 10: A young surveyor identifying moths at Deri 
Woods BioBlitz 

Figure 9: The BioBlitz event included a horse logging 
demonstration 

mailto:chris@montwt.co.uk
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Bees in my Garden  
I’m writing very much as a learner and apologise if there are any factual 
mistakes in the following. 
I have been trying to identify and photograph the bumble bees and 
bees in the garden. I have also been observing what plants they use and 
noticed honeybees visiting my garden. It was possible to see there were 
at least two types, one dark brown and the other lighter. This suggests 
that some were coming from a beehive.  Honey bee subspecies and 
‘strains’ are difficult to identify but our native subspecies is darker in 
colour than the tan coloured continental subspecies.  The lupin and 
clover was a popular early food for all the bee visitors. Their pollen 
baskets could be seen loaded up with the orange protein rich pollen 
from the lupin.  The honeybees then switched to forage on a clump of 
flowering bramble and mostly ignored the garden.  Confusingly the 
solitary bees which are around at this time look similar to honeybees and also carry pollen.  

 
Letterbox Bees 
We have feral/wild honeybees in this area and I have been keeping an eye on a 
disused postbox.  There were lots of bees coming and going and I sent a picture to 
David Coles of Brecon and Radnorshire Beekeepers Association (BRBKA) who 
confirmed it was honeybees.  With space limited the colony will have thrown off 
some swarms over the summer.  These new colonies budding off with their own 
queen will be looking for chimneys, tree holes, roof spaces and possibly empty 
beehives of the local area.  How wild they are and how native is another    
question.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Mating  
In honeybees, mating is done on the wing.  
The virgin queen flies up with her escorts to 
the drones who hang out on updrafts in good 
weather.  In areas with few honey bees 
mating success could be affected.  Wild/feral 
bees are also important as they carry genes 
for a bee which has survived the weather and 
mites without any help from humans.  Some 
people say that there are less feral/wild 
honeybees nowadays so hopefully the 
postbox colony can put down enough stores 
to survive the winter and we’ll see them and 
their ‘survival’ genes next year.  

Steph Coates 

Brecknock Wildlife Trust Conservation Officer   
Oct 2016 

   

Figure 11: Bombus terrestris(Bufftail bumblebee 
on lupin in early summer 

Figure 13: Bombus pascorum 
(Common carder bee on 
Marjoram, September 16 

Figure 12: The post-box colony with one of its bees (perhaps) on nearby ivy in 
September 2016 
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Ex-Greenhouse Invader: First record of the Balkan Three 
Banded Slug (Ambigolimax nyctelius) for Breconshire & 

Radnorshire 

My name’s Imogen, and I’m a malacologist. When I tell people this the immediate reaction (after I’ve explained what 
it means) is that of disgusted fascination. While slugs and snails are not the most popular group, particularly within 
the gardening community, they are an incredibly fascinating one. Unfortunately they are often a neglected group in 
biological recording, with many species known to be under recorded. Over the past 30 years, the slug fauna in Britain 
has seen some major changes, demonstrating the value and importance of biological records for this group. 
Research for a new FSC guide for the slug species found in Britain and Ireland increased the known slug fauna by 
about 20% in 2014! Some of these were species thought to have been here a long time and simply overlooked, 
others are relatively recent introductions that have established themselves in Britain.  

 
The Balkan Three Banded Slug 
(Ambigolimax nyctelius) was first 
described from North Africa by 
Bourguignat (1861), and is believed to a 
native of South East Europe. Since 1960 it 
has spread throughout Northern Europe, 
as well as heading south, reaching as far 
as Australia! The earliest British record 
dates back to the 1930s from greenhouses 
in Edinburgh. Since then the species is 
known to have emerged from the 
greenhouse, establishing itself outside. It 
is now believed to be widespread in 
Southern England and parts of Wales. 

However, surprisingly few biological records exist and it is rarely recorded throughout Britain. This is in part down to 
externally appearing very similar to another ex-greenhouse invader, the Iberian Three Banded Slug (Ambigolimax 
valentianus).  Both these species are between 50-80mm long when adult, with a short indistinct keel. The body 
colour ranges from pale grey, to yellow-violet or brown, with a distinctive pinkish tinge. The body has prominent 
dark bands, running parallel down the tail. Sometimes these can be faint or reduced to blotches. The two 
Ambigolimax species can also be confused with the native Tree Slug (Lehmannia marginata) which can look similar, 
but lacks the pinkish tinge to the body and usually has a pale central stripe running up the tail. Confidently 
separating these two Ambigolimax species requires dissection and examination of the shape of the genitalia. In 
A.valentianus the penis has a blunt appendage to it, while A.nyctelius has no such appendage.  
 
A few individuals of Ambigolimax were found in a garden in Cwmdu, Powys earlier this year. Upon dissection they 
were found to be too immature for species level identification, with the genitalia not yet fully developed. This month 
another individual was found in the same location, collected and brought into Amgueddfa Cymru – National 
Museum Wales for identification. Upon dissection the presence of Ambigolimax nyctelius was confirmed by the lack 
of an appendage on the penis. All the specimens at this location were found under plant pots near a greenhouse and 
have been observed there in previous years. While this could be an isolated introduced population, it’s expected that 
the species occurs elsewhere within Breconshire & Radnorshire. The species is likely to be found in gardens and 
allotments, on disturbed ground and around buildings. 
 
Specimens will be kept at National Museum of Wales in Cardiff as part of the British slug collection. This collection is 
a vital resource for current and future research. If you find any specimens of Ambigolimax that you would like 
confirmed, contact me at Amgueddfa Cymru – National Museum Wales: Imogen.Cavadino@museumwales.ac.uk 

Imogen Cavadino 
TCV Natural Talent Trainee: Non-marine molluscs 

Figure 14: The Balkan Three Banded Slug 

 

mailto:Imogen.Cavadino@museumwales.ac.uk
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The Conservation Volunteers’ Natural Talent UK traineeship programme aims to increase expertise across the 
whole of the UK to protect our less well known species and create awareness of the habitats that support them. 
Imogen is one of six trainees based throughout the UK, and the only one in Wales. The programme is funded by 
the Esmée Fairbairn Foundation. See http://www.tcv.org.uk/scotland/learning/natural-talent-traineeships for 
more information. 
(Source: Rowson et al (2014) Slugs of Britain and Ireland, FSC) 

 

New face joins the Brecon Beacons 
National Park Authority’s Ecology 

Team  

Buffy Beck (undergraduate at Cardiff University) has 
recently joined the Authority as part of a Professional 
Training Year placement. Although based with the 
Ecology Team, Buffy will spend time with various 
teams and partners to receive a breadth of 
experiences, to help understand the diversity of what 
we do and contribute to our work. There will also be 
time for an independent ecology research project in 
the latter part of the placement. Brad & Rebecca look 
forward to working with Buffy. Buffy will be sharing 
her experiences via monthly summaries posted on 
Facebook.  Below is the first of these entries. 

 
During my first week I joined the Ecology team and 
one of the wardens of the park, Richard Farquhar, as 
they visited sites such as Mynydd Illtud Common, 
Craig-Y-Nos Country Park and Cadair Fawr, illustrating 
to me the vast array of habitats within the park. I was 

especially taken with the subtle beauty and serenity 
of the area surrounding Cadair Fawr and had to 
appreciate the irony of the extraordinary Brecon 
Beacons weather as I was still able to get sunburnt 
when the majority of day it was pouring with rain.  
 
The Monday of the second week involved the autumn 
red grouse count for the Hatterrall ridge area located 
in the Eastern part of the park. Eighteen eager faces 
and three pointing dogs set off up the hill and spread 
out in a line through the heather so as to count the 
grouse. Unfortunately the heavy fog which shrouded 
us refused to lift, and despite our efforts, we saw no 
red grouse that day. I’m looking forward to taking part 
in another grouse count in October and hope that this 
day will bring more sunshine than the last.  
 
Other tasks within the two weeks included writing a 
Facebook post for September’s edition of ‘Brecon 
Beacons - biodiversity best bits’, writing up the 
discussion on how to control the Crassula helmsii 
colonising one of Mynydd Illtud common’s ponds, and 
researching Japanese knotweed which can 
unfortunately be found throughout the park. I also 
created a factsheet on the mammals found at 
Llangorse Lake, and an information sheet on mammal 
tunnels which can be used to help survey animals 
such as hedgehogs. 
 
All in all my first two weeks within the National Park 
Authority has been an interesting eye opener to the 
many roles an Ecologist can have and I am looking 
forward to the months ahead where I’ll be more 
involved with projects such as habitat assessments, 
footpath improvement schemes and other animal 
counts.                                                                Buffy Beck 

Figure 15: The Summit of Cadair Fawr with Corn Du and Pen Y 
Fan in the far distance. 

© Christopher Clift and licensed for reuse under this Creative 
Commons Licence 

http://www.tcv.org.uk/scotland/learning/natural-talent-traineeships
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A large population of Hymenophyllum tunbrigense 
by the Afon Nedd Fechan 

During a walk along the SE bank of the Afon Nedd Fechan 
on 7th September 2016 – primarily aimed at assessing the 
bryophyte flora of this apparently unexplored section of 
the Coedydd Nedd a Mellte SAC – I located extensive 
colonies of Hymenophyllum tunbrigense.  Although the 
report by Newton (1996) mentions three historic localities 
and four more that Newton herself discovered, there do 
not appear to be any previous records of H. tunbrigense 
from this section of the valley.  The size of the population 
is remarkable too when compared with previous records.  
I took 10-figure GPS readings for every colony, and 
estimated the extent of each.  Some of the Grid 
References seem slightly peculiar, probably because of the 

deep ravine in which the Hymenophyllum grows, and they 

might be best interpreted at the 8-figure level.  
 
As well as the huge population of Hymenophyllum 
tunbrigense, my visit to the SE bank of the Nedd 
around Glan-yr-Afon revealed a previously unknown 
hotspot for oceanic bryophytes within the Coedydd 
Nedd a Mellte SAC.  I found colonies of the 
Hyperoceanic leafy liverworts Aphanolejeunea 
microscopica and Plagiochila exigua on trees in two 
waterfall mist zones, both representing their south-
easternmost British locality.  The Aphanolejeunea 
was new for Breconshire, although it is only 2km 
from the only Glamorganshire record, which came 
from the Pyrddin valley a couple of years ago.  The 
Plagiochila had one previous Breconshire record, 
from 2km upstream in the Nedd Valley.  As well as 

these two Hyperoceanic liverworts, the Oceanic Boreal 
species Kurzia trichoclados was discovered new to 
Breconshire alongside one of the Hymenophyllum 
patches.  Two scarce woodland liverworts - 
Anastrophyllum hellerianum and Jamesoniella 
autumnalis - were seen on several oaks alongside 
waterfalls; both are remarkably frequent in Coedydd 
Nedd a Mellte despite their general rarity in Wales.  The 
combination of steep valley sides, a long history of 
woodland cover, and waterfalls that generate mist and 
high humidity provide the ideal conditions for the 
liverworts that characterise Britain's outstandingly 
important Atlantic Woodland habitat. This reach of the 
Afon Nedd Fechan is of extremely high conservation 
importance for its bryophytes. 
 

Sam Bosanquet  

Figure 16: Hymenophyllum tunbrigense 

Figure 18: Plagiochila exigua Nedd valley 

Figure 17: Aphanolejeunea microscopia 
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New app for iRecord  
The on-line recording system iRecord has now developed a new app for your phone. I 
have found it very useful when out in the field, to take a picture and the Grid Ref is 
automatically added. I then confirmed the species ID when I got home and sent off the 
record. You need to register on line with iRecord first of all and then can enter your 
records via the app or on-line. The BIS WiReD on-line recording tool is based on iRecord 
and we are discussing if LERC Wales should develop a similar app to feed into the LERC 
on-line databases. The advantage would be that the records are quickly available to the LERCs. Below is a description 

of iRecord app from the website. 
 
 ‘iRecord App enables you to get involved with biological recording. 
Contribute your species sightings with GPS acquired coordinates, descriptions 
and other information, thus providing scientists with important new 
biodiversity information that contributes to nature conservation, planning, 
research and education. 
 
Your data will be kept secure and will be regularly backed up. Automatic 
checks will be applied to your observations to help spot potential errors, and 
experts can review your sightings. All wildlife sightings for non-sensitive 
species are shared with other users and will be made available to National 
Recording Schemes, Local Record Centres and Vice County Recorders (VCRs). 
 
• Works fully offline 
• Record all the wildlife you see - supports all UK species 
• Add new records with minimal effort 
• Benefit from automatic data checks and review by experts 
• Share your sightings with the recording community 
• Contribute to science and conservation’ 
 

I would encourage all county recorders to become verifiers for iRecord. Contact irecord@ceh.ac.uk 
 

Janet Imlach(BIS) 

 
 

 
 

Figure 19:Scalloped Hazel 
caterpillar

This caterpillar was 
found in Craig y Nos 
Country Park on BWT 
Opal training day. 
It is a Scalloped Hazel 
(Odontopera 
bidentate) caterpillar 
in a scarcer green form 
that resembles lichen 
in appearance. 

 
Chris Jones  

BWT Wild Communities Project Officer - Go Wild, Get Skilled, Stay Well 

http://irecord.org.uk/app/
mailto:irecord@ceh.ac.uk
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Events and links 
Wildlife Trusts 

 http://www.brecknockwildlifetrust.org.uk/events.html

http://www.rwtwales.org/whats-on  

http://www.montwt.co.uk/whats-on 

LERC Wales 

http://www.b-i-s.org/events 

http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/news.page 

http://www.wwbic.org.uk/news-events/ 

http://www.cofnod.org.uk/Calendar 

 

 

 

 Biodiversity Information Service 

Unit 4, 6 The Bulwark, Brecon, Powys, LD3 7LB 
Tel: 01874 610881 Email:info@bis.org.uk 

Website: www.bis.org.uk 
 
 

Board of Directors 
Norman Lowe (BWT representative) – Chairman 
Sue Furber - Vice-chairman 
Ian J.S. Rowat (BBNPA) 
Bob Dennison 
John Wilson – Treasurer 
Keith Noble  
Andrew Lucas (NRW observer) 
Chris Ledbury (RWT observer) 
Janet Imlach (BIS, Non-Director - Company Secretary) 
 
Support Group 
Ken Perry (NRW) - Chairman 
Bradley Welch (BBNPA) 
Steph Coates (BWT) 
Tammy Stretton (MWT) 
Darylle Hardy (RWT) 
Rachel Price (PCC) 

 
 
 
 
Funding Partners 
Natural Resources Wales (NRW) 
Powys County Council (PCC) 
Brecon Beacons National Park Authority (BBNPA) 
South, North & Mid-Wales Trunk Road Agency 
(MWTRA) 
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