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Recorders’ Newsletter 
Issue 19 – May 2015 

 

Welcome to the Spring issue of the Powys and Brecon Beacons National Park Recorders’ Newsletter. 

Thanks again to all the contributors of articles, which help to inform and promote wildlife recording to 
enthusiasts and those new to recording. It is good to see articles from a number of organisations that BIS 
has been working with recently, helping to promote wildlife recording and the work BIS does, to a wider 
audience 

  Janet Imlach – Editor 
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It is a great relief at BIS that funding seems to be in place for another financial year, so we will be able to continue 
with present staffing level of 2.6 people. I realise that BIS partners have severe funding issues but still recognise the 
importance of using the services provided by BIS to ensure biodiversity issues are taken into account in their work. 

DATA  

Anna has been working hard over the winter downloading and importing new datasets from NBN Gateway. This has 
resulted in about 45,000 new records to BIS.  Future development at BIS aims to import records held on NBN 
Gateway automatically into reports. It is disappointing that about a third of the data suppliers either refused or did 
not reply to the BIS request for more detailed access to their records. This includes BTO who only allow BIS access to 
their records at 10km resolution which is a particular worry as BIS does not hold full bird county datasets for 
Radnorshire and Montgomeryshire. It is hoped with the new development at NBN that LERCs will at last be able to 
gain full access to NBN Gateway datasets. The chart below shows the breakdown of records by supplier and 
confirming that the voluntary recording community are the greatest data providers, and actually provide the most 
current data. 

 

IT  

Steve at BIS has been working over the winter on ‘merging’ the four LRC Wales datasets into one database that is 
accessible to all four LERCs on a joint server. This is a great step forward to allow national partners such as NRW, 
direct access to current data delivered into their systems. It has opened up new ways of working with other 
recording projects such as the ARG Atlas and the Mid-Wales Red Squirrel project, such that relevant LRC Wales 
records can now be directly sent to on-line website Atlases. (See p6).The ‘Merged data’ Project has been the basis to 
update the on-line Data Access Tool (DAT) which is now much quicker producing species distribution maps or doing 
geographical searches. I would encourage all county recorders to use this tool to see what records BIS has for their 

BIS Catch up 
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group. I have tried to send out spreadsheets of records entered last year to a lot of the county recorders for 
verification, but this has again proved very time consuming. Steve will be adding a filter to the DAT to allow county 
recorders to see the most recent records imported, even if they are historic records. You can then decide whether to 
incorporate into own database or if they are duplicates. I will circulate more information about DAT filtering when it 
becomes available. The merged database also allows us to do easy analysis for all the Wales data. In particular a tool 
which reports on distributions of taxon group records at 10km and 1km square will be very handy to target more 
recording. For instance the figure below shows distribution of bird records held by BIS. 

 

Figure 1Distribution of bird records held by BIS May 2015 

ID TRAINING WORKSHOPS. 

BIS is organising some training workshops as shown on page 17. We were also very pleased to facilitate training days 
with other organisations such as the Long Forest Project and OPAL over the last few months. These introduced new 
people to recording and the work of BIS, and hopefully some will develop a passion to record the wildlife they see. 
There is a lot BIS can do to support community groups and recording including: 

 Training on how to record and using BIS website tools 

 Facilitate ID training at  BIS training room, using  projector  and microscopes 

 Advice and help with websites to include an on-line recording form 

Janet Imlach (BIS Manager) 
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Healthy Hedges and Vital Records: 

HEDGEROW SURVEYING AND SPECIES RECORDING TRAINING 

FOR VOLUNTEERS, APRIL 28 AND 30, 2015 

‘Hedgerow: A line or narrow belt of closely-spaced woody shrubs retained and/or managed so as to form a more or 
less continuous barrier.’ (Clements and Tofts: Hedgerow Evaluation and Grading Systems 1992) 

‘A hedge is a sort of fence 
that’s alive.’ (9 year old 
pupil from Ysgol Bro Tawe, 
Ystradgynlais) 

Keep Wales Tidy - famous 
for involving communities 
and schools in litter clean-
ups - is equally active in 
supporting volunteers and 
school in activities to 
safeguard and improve 
green spaces and wildlife 
habitats.  Its Long Forest 
Community Hedgerow 
Project, based in the 
Brecon Beacons National 
Park and its catchment, has 
been particularly popular 

in the local community.  Rachel Palmer of Keep Wales Tidy 
and Janet Imlach of BIS pooled expertise to run two days of free training in Brecon for volunteers as part of the Long 
Forest project’s educational and surveying work.   

‘It was a great mixture of information and practical field work.  Great when different specialists get together like 
this.’ (Trainee) 

Trainees were members of community woodland management groups, smallholders, volunteers and staff from 
environmental charities and Local Authorities.  Steve Lloyd of the Welsh Government’s Nature Fund - funding the 
current phase of the Long Forest - enjoyed seeing the project in action. 

Trainees visited 30 metre length of old field boundary hedge that had happily survived within a large housing 
development in Brecon.  We all enjoyed trying out some short and easy hedgerow surveys which encourage adults 
and children with differing levels of knowledge to notice and appreciate agricultural, wayside and garden 
hedgerows.  

Hedgerows are a very under-recorded feature: even the location of many species-rich hedges in our area is not 
known, let alone the diversity of species in and around them.  More records of plant and animal species are needed 
and a family or community hedgerow survey is fun to do and records fill gaps in our knowledge and add to the 
overall picture of how wildlife is faring at a time of great pressure on green places.   ‘Citizen science’ undertaken by 
individuals, schools, community groups, farmers and landowners with the help of user-friendly forms and 
identification guides on screen or paper is increasingly important to conservationists. 

Figure 2 Recording hedge at Danycrug, Brecon
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We looked particularly at The Hedgerow 
Evaluation and Grading System (HEGS), 
developed for research students at the 
University of Glamorgan (now the University 
of South Wales) some years ago.  Just as 
hotels are awarded two, three or four stars 
according to the quality of their rooms, 
service, access and food,  HEGS gives 
hedgerows points for their structural health, 
for their value as a diverse habitat, for how 
they connect with other hedgerows or 
habitats like woodlands, meadows or 
waterways, and for any associated features 
such as adjacent mature trees, banks, 
ditches or stone walls.  These points, added 
up at the end of the survey, give the hedge 
an overall score reflecting its value to wildlife 
and as a landscape feature.  

Trainees also shared expertise in identifying 
woody hedgerow and wayside plant species 
and were supported to add these and other 
local sightings to the BIS on-line Wildlife 
Recording Database (WiReD) which is very 
easy to do. 

‘I’d never have noticed that hedge we’ve just 
studied, normally.  I’d have just walked 
straight past it without giving it a thought.  
But it was beautiful and full of wonderful 
species.  Some I didn’t know the names of 
and will now recognise and look out for.’ 
(Trainee) 

‘I see now it’s not just rare species and rare 
habitats that we need to record.  I was 
amazed that there are so few records of 
some common species which are easy to 
identify in many parts of Powys and the 
Brecon Beacons.’ (Trainee) 

There was animated discussion too on the widespread loss of hedges from urban and rural gardens and housing 
estates and on the problem of garden waste being dumped into wayside hedgerows and woodland edges.   Sensitive 
habitats like these can be damaged by green waste which swamps wild plants and can contain diseased plant 
material, invasive non-native plant cuttings and chemical herbicides.  

‘We need some really persuasive local campaigns on this topic, along with information about proper disposal of 
green waste.  People need to listen!’ (Trainee) 

My thanks to Janet, Anna and Steve of BIS for hosting and contributing to these very successful days.  There was 
such positive feedback from trainees and partners that we hope for opportunities to continue with collaboration of 
this kind.  (Note: There will be another Hedge Recording Training Day at BIS on 30th June 2015) 

Rachel Palmer, Project Officer for S Powys, Keep Wales Tidy  

Figure 3 Arum maculatum in Danycrug hedge 
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LERCS JOIN THE CAMPAIGN TO SAVE THE RED 

SQUIRREL IN MID WALES 

A project run by the Mid Wales Red Squirrel 
partnership (MWRSP) is working to save the 
remaining population of red squirrels in mid Wales; 
one of only three significant populations of red 
squirrels in the whole of Wales.  

The red squirrel has been in decline in Wales since the 
introduction of the grey squirrel in the late 1800s.  
Until the 1950s, the red squirrel was a common sight 
in Mid Wales and an integral part of the Welsh 
landscape.  In 1958, a schoolteacher from 
Rhandirmwyn stated that a child had come into school 
with a report of a grey squirrel, one of the first in the 
area!  From then onwards it was downhill for the red 
squirrel, as the larger and more robust grey squirrel 
quickly moved into local woodlands, eating much of 
the available food and spreading parapoxvirus, which 
the greys are immune to, but which usually proves 
fatal to red squirrels.  A law was passed in 1938 
banning further importation of grey squirrels, but the 
damage had been done, inadvertently heralding the 
demise of the red squirrel in Britain. 

The number of red squirrels that still remain in Mid 
Wales is difficult to estimate; they are elusive and 
numbers can fluctuate quite dramatically from year to 
year.  However, local ecologists estimate that 
between 100 and 500 red squirrels are hanging on in 
the area surrounding Llyn Brianne reservoir which 
encompasses parts of Powys, Ceredigion and 
Carmarthenshire.   The large conifer plantations that 
are strewn across the hills of mid Wales are very poor 
habitat for any squirrel.  Ironically, it is this very fact 
that has made the Twyi Forest and surrounding 
plantations a sanctuary for the red squirrel.  The lack 
of available food for squirrels in conifer plantations 
means that these woodlands offer the greatest 
potential for supporting red squirrels in the presence 

of grey squirrel expansion, as small-
seeded conifers are less favoured by 
grey squirrels.  

However, even-aged plantations dominated by Sitka 
spruce only support low densities of red squirrels and 
slight alterations in woodland management in these 
areas can significantly improve the habitat for red 
squirrels, while still disadvantaging the greys.  A 
mixture of tree species is important to reduce the 
impact of poor cone years in one particular species; 
species of value to red squirrels include Norway 
spruce and lodgepole pine.  Red squirrels like a dense 
canopy; they are arboreal creatures and prefer not to 
pass over open land.  To retain connectivity, areas 
need to be designated for long-term retention, 
preferably at the edges of plantations where coning is 
heavier.  Retaining links between seed-producing 
areas will help to prevent the isolation of red squirrels 
from each other, from food sources and will help to 
reduce losses from predation.  In forests with 
evidence of red squirrel habitation, clear-felling 
should be avoided, as should the felling of any trees 
between February and July to avoid disturbance 
during the red squirrel breeding season.  

 

Figure 4 Red Squirrel running (Mike Snell) 
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The Mid Wales Red Squirrel Partnership (MWRSP) is working with forest managers in the Mid Wales red squirrel 
focal area to try to ensure that the conifer woodlands, that are so vital to the survival of the red squirrel in Mid 
Wales, are managed not only for timber, but also with red squirrels in mind.  The MWRSP is also working with local 
communities to undertake grey squirrel control in the towns and villages surrounding the focal area, to reduce the 
number of grey squirrels that encroach into red squirrel territory.  Becky Hulme, Red Squirrel Officer for the Wildlife 
Trust of South and West Wales, remarked: “There are many people in the local communities of the mid Wales red 
squirrel focal area who are keen to see the red squirrel thrive once again in mid Wales.  If we all work together, we 
are hopeful that the red squirrel will once more become a common sight in our woodlands and gardens.” 

The MWRSP is in the process of constructing a new website for the project.  The Biodiversity Information Service for 
Powys & Brecon Beacons National Park (BIS) is doing its bit for red squirrel conservation by working with the MWRSP 
to produce maps of red squirrel sightings that have been reported to the 3 relevant Local Record Centres in West 
Wales, South Wales and Powys & Brecon Beacons National Park. Becky commented: “We are delighted to be 
working with BIS; they have been really helpful in supplying information on red squirrel sightings for the new 
website. The new on-line facility will mean that website users will be able to access maps of previous sightings, 
helping them to build a picture of red squirrel presence over time in their local area.  We will also be providing an 
easy to use web-based reporting facility for people to record their sightings of red squirrels; this will help to build a 
picture of red squirrel activity in the focal area, which will inform project activity.  Many people still aren’t aware of 
the existence of the red squirrel in Mid Wales.  The new website will encourage greater awareness of the plight of 
the red squirrel in mid Wales; it is hoped that this will inspire even more people to get involved with red squirrel 
conservation.” 

For more information go to: www.midwalesredsquirrels.org  or email Becky on b.hulme@welshwildlife.org 

Becky Hulme(Project Officer)

 

Subsidised Field Study 
Birding Trips Update 

For the second year running, I have taken advantage of a subsidised 
overseas birding opportunity that seems almost too good to be true 
- but isn't! Readers may remember from the Spring 2014 Issue (17) 
of the BIS Newsletter my account of a field study trip to Bulgaria - 
run and subsidised by the University of Nord Trøndelag in Norway. I 
have recently repeated the Bulgaria trip and have registered for the 
Finnmark and Morocco field study trips on the same basis. 
 
Taken with a small 
Leica Lumix, here are a 
few of the treats 
awaiting anyone who 
wishes to do the same. 
Please e mail me if you 
want to have a chat 
about the scheme.  

 
 

Bob Dennison (rd19366@gmail.com) 

Figure 5 Scops owl, Krumovgrad 

Figure 6 Pied Wheatear, Black Sea coast 

http://www.midwalesredsquirrels.org/
mailto:b.hulme@welshwildlife.org
http://www.b-i-s.org/upload/library/BIS%20Newsl.%20Spring%202014.pdf
mailto:rd19366@gmail.com
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Pillwort Ponds on the Begwns 
 

 

Figure 7 Pillwort looking rather grass like 

The many ponds and wet flushes on the Begwns are 
the main feature of its conservation interest. The 
ponds are the perfect habitat for the near threatened 
creeping aquatic fern Pillwort, Pilularia globulifera. 
The presence of this distinctive grass-like plant on the 
Begwns was recorded in a 1998 by the then CCW as 
part of the National Pilularia survey. This survey 
recorded Pilularia globulifera in six ponds, and put the 
Begwns among the top five sites in Mid Wales for this 
species. It is declining rapidly in its north-west 
European range. UK populations form a substantial 
proportion of the global population and are amongst 
the most important in Europe due to their relatively 
large size. It is a priority species under the UK BAP. 
 
I set up the Begwns Pond Survey Group last year after 
starting work for the National Trust in April 2014. At 
our inaugural meeting in July we visited several of the 
mapped ponds in the western side of the Begwns. 
This and subsequent surveys last summer recorded 
Pilularia globulifera in a further two ponds (8 in total) 
and located 14 ponds in total. This winter I discovered 
three more ponds, giving 17 across the site.  
This summer all 17 ponds will be surveyed by the 
group primarily for Pilularia globulifera in the hope 
that more will be found to host pillwort. 
 
Pillwort thrives in the ponds of the Begwns as they are 
the seasonally dry acid pools it is most at home in. It is 
a specialist of pond edge habitat and is not a good 
competitor. It spreads vegetatively with creeping 
rhizomes from which new fronds grow forming 

distinctive and extensive green mats (resembling a 
bright green lawn!) in shallow water or on the 
exposed clays, sands and peaty substrates within 
heathland and upland grassland. 

 

Figure 8 The Begwns Pond Survey Group 

Of the 17 ponds identified only one, the Begwns 
Fishpool, consistently holds water all year. This is the 
largest pond measuring 170 by 90 m with a depth of 
about 1 to 2 metres. Its shallowness and long 
shoreline and varying water level enable Pilularia 
globulifera to thrive even here. Its distribution seems 
to be in the larger of the ponds the smallest being 24 
x 20m with a depth of 30cm. The largest pond with no 
recorded pillwort is 32 x 12m with a depth of 40cm.  
 

 

Figure 9 A green lawn of pillwort 
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 The receding water levels of the ponds enable 
sporocarp formation as this only takes place when the 
plant is exposed. The rounded pea-like sporocarps 
form at the base of the plant on small stalks. They are 
initially green turning brown and then black. Spore 
formation occurs in the sporocarps which have four 
chambers each with sorus bearing both 
macrosporangia and microsporangia. Where pillwort 

has been lost it will germinate from the spore bank 
if suitable conditions occur. 
 
As the Begwns is common land there are many 
graziers with rights to graze the land with sheep, 
ponies and cattle. This stock utilizes the ponds as a 
water source and cause significant poaching on the 
margins and towards the centre of the ponds as 
water levels recede. This provides the bare ground 
without other competing plants in which pillwort 
can thrive. As it is upland grazing land no additional 
nutrients are applied to the land other than that 
from the livestock itself. Pillwort is sensitive to 
nutrient enrichment so this low level of nutrient 
enrichment keeps the water within the ponds 
nutrient poor. 
The ponds also support a good population of 
dragonflies. In recent years 16 species have been 

recorded including, Emperor dragonfly, Azure, 
Common Blue & Blue Tailed damselfly, Broad bodied 
Chaser, Common Darter and Common Hawker. 
Recently the largest pond, the Begwns Fishpool, was 
added to the British Dragonfly Society Good Places in 
Wales to see Dragonflies webpage. 

Ben Mullen (Ranger National Trust)

 

   Look out for Common Clubtail  
The Common Clubtail is an uncommon dragonfly In Montgomeryshire, it is found in the River 
Severn between Newtown and the English border, as well as the lower reaches of the Vyrnwy.  
The Common Clubtail is a difficult species to study, due to its unusual life cycle and little work has 
been done in Montgomeryshire to assess the population status of the species. Records of the 

species in the area are few 
and consequently we have 
little idea how they are 
doing or where the best 
areas are.  

We need your help to 
change this!  
To find out more and how to 
help in identification follow 
the link to full article in BIS 
library 

Tammy Stretton (MWT 
Conservation Officer) 

tammy@montwt.co.uk  
01938 555654 

 

Figure 10 Shallow well poached margins where pillwort 

thrives 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sorus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Macrosporangia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Microsporangia
http://www.british-dragonflies.org.uk/content/good-places-see-dragonflies-wales-powys
http://www.british-dragonflies.org.uk/content/good-places-see-dragonflies-wales-powys
http://www.b-i-s.org/upload/library/Look_out_for_Common_Clubtail.pdf
http://www.b-i-s.org/upload/library/Look_out_for_Common_Clubtail.pdf
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OPAL Training Day on Lichens and 
Earthworms at BIS  

WEDNESDAY 25TH FEBRUARY 2015.  

 
The Open Air Laboratories (OPAL) network is a UK-wide 

citizen science initiative that allows you to get hands-on 

with nature, whatever your age, background or level of 

ability.  

Led by Barbara Brown, the National Museum of Wales 

OPAL Community Scientist, the day was split into two 

halves. The morning was spent studying lichens which 

grow on trees as part of the OPAL Air Survey. Barbara 

brought with her a number of lichen specimens and these 

were categorised according to their nitrogen sensitivity. 

Once we were familiar with nine common species that 

are reliable indicators of air quality, we took to the 

riverside in Brecon to test out our new skills. We sampled a 

selection of trees and recorded the lichen species and their quantity on the trunk. Surprisingly, most of the species 

encountered were nitrogen- loving and 

intermediate, with few nitrogen-sensitive 

species present. 

In the afternoon we moved on to the OPAL 

Soil Survey. This survey is to find out more 

about earthworm distribution in the UK. The 

method involved taking a soil sample of 20cm 

square by 10cm deep, recording the soil 

properties including pH level, soil moisture 

and texture and then counting and identifying 

the earthworms present. Back at the riverbank 

our sample revealed six adult worms; two of 

which were green worms (Allolobophora 

chlorotica) and four were grey worms 

(Aporrectodea caliginosa) as well as a number 

of juveniles that cannot be identified to 

species. The results from both surveys were 

then entered on the OPAL website.  

Many thanks to Barbara for making this a successful and enjoyable day. 

Anna Georgiou (BIS Biodiversity Information Officer) 

For more information about OPAL surveys and recording resources got to http://www.opalexplorenature.org/ 

Note: BIS will be hosting an OPAL Tree Health Survey training day with Barbara Brown on August 15th 2015 

Figure 11 Looking for lichen indicators 

Figure 12 Earthworm ID 

http://www.opalexplorenature.org/
http://www.opalexplorenature.org/
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Snippets from Brecon 
Beacons National Park … 

 

CARDIFF UNIVERSITY RESEARCH ON WATER VOLES AT 

LLANGORSE LAKE 

 
Cardiff University student, Sophie-lee Lane has been looking at the 
spatial distribution of water voles along the southern shore of 
Llangorse lake, aiming to compare the current distribution with 
that established during a survey in 2010. As part of the study 
Sophie-lee has been applying the traditional survey technique of 

field signs searches, alongside use of floating platforms and trial use of baited footprint tunnels (a variation of the 
Mammal Society’s mammal footprint tunnels, initialled developed to help survey hedgehogs). In addition the study 
has also looked at whether the Llangorse water voles carry any Helminth parasites – an almost universal feature of 
vertebrate animals, with a broad range of hosts. 
 
A reintroduction programme (led by Environment Agency Wales) carried out three separate releases of captive bred 
water voles at sites around Llangorse Lake during 2008-2010.  We look forward to a copy of Sophie-lee’s final report, 
which will help inform discussions on how the reintroduced water voles are doing on the NPA land, as well as help 
inform future monitoring methods. 
 
Footage obtained by Sophie-lee of water voles at Llangasty can be seen at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wwtidCNQPe8  

 

 

RED GROUSE MONITORING ON MYNYDD DDU & THE 

BLACK MOUNTAINS  

 
The first of this year’s biannual red grouse counts took place in 
February, looking for field signs and sightings of the bird itself. 
Counts took place on areas of Mynydd Ddu and the Hatterrall 
Hill, involving National Park volunteers, wardens and the ecology 
team.  Sightings of other birds such as such as golden plover, 
snipe, meadow pipit, red kite etc. were also recorded. 
 
The aim is to count once in the early spring, and once in the 
summer. Early spring counts give us an idea of winter survival 
rates and summer counts tell us more about reproductive success.  Red grouse are a good indicator species, 
informing us about the condition of upland heather moorland habitat. In the long term the information will help tell 
about the population dynamics and status of grouse in the National Park and inform management regimes.  
 
Counts are currently focused on NPA owned land with suitable heather habitat, with the next counts planned for late 
June/early July this year. 

 

For more information contact: Rebecca Price, Brecon Beacons National Park. 

Email: Rebecca.price@beacons-npa.gov.uk 

 

Figure 13 Water Vole - Andy Karran 

Figure 14 Red grouse - Colin Richards 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wwtidCNQPe8
mailto:Rebecca.price@beacons-npa.gov.uk
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Valerian Pug Eupithecia valerianata 

       
 
 

 
 

 
Scar Bank Gem Ctenoplusia limbirena  

 

 

 

Mothing in Montgomeryshire 
2014 - ANNUAL REPORT EXTRACT 

New Species recorded during 2014 were:- 
 
Old Records rediscovered:  
1943 Neosphaleroptera nubilana, 1990, Coleophora binderella  
Outstanding records from 2013:  
October 2013 Niditinea striolella, October 2013 Stigmella obliquella. 

 
During 2014: 
March:  Pammene giganteana, Ectoedemia weaveri. 
April: Psychoides verhuella, Epinotia pygmaeana, Antispila metallella.  
May: Micropterix tunbergella, Mompha langiella, Pammene rhediella. 
June: Nematopogon metaxella, Gypsonoma sociana, Eucosma campoliliana, 
Valerian Pug Eupithecia valerianata, Pammene albuginana, Argyresthia 

laevigatella, Swammerdamia caesiella, Carpatolechia proximella, Argyresthia 
sorbiella, Coleophora glaucicolella, Pseudatemelia josephinae, Epinotia nanana, 
Strophedra weirana, Cydia fagiglandana.  
July: Enarmonia formosana, Coleophora spinella, Opostega salaciella, 
Coleophora flavipennella, Coleophora juncicolella, Depressaria sordidatella, 
Caloptilia betulicola, Biselachista albidella, Coleophora taeniipennella, Elachista 
adscitella, Mompha lacteella, Epiblema tetragonana, Acleris holmiana, 
Endothenia quadrimaculana, Prays ruficeps. 
August: Cochylis dubitana, Phyllocnistis saligna, Pammene populana, Coleophora 
obscenella. 
September: Anacampsis blattariella. 
October: Scar Bank Gem Ctenoplusia limbirena. 
 
Other notable species recorded during the year 
 
Apart from the new county records listed above, here is a list of other notable species recorded during 2014 which 
are worthy of a mention. 
 
June: White Satin Moth Leucoma salicis. One came to light at Middletown, 2nd county record. 
Bucculatrix ulmella. This moth came to light at Middletown; it was only the 2nd county record of this species and the 

first since 2003.  
Micropterix aureatella. Recorded at Lake Vyrnwy, last seen in 1990. 
Small White Wave Asthena albulata. This species had not been seen in the county since 
1999. It was recorded at Newtown. 
Coleophora laricella. Unrecorded since 1990. 
July: Coleophora alnifoliae. First county record of this nationally scarce B species since 
1975. Recorded at Roundton Hill NR.  
Cloaked Minor Mesoligia furuncula. This is only the 2nd county record of this species and 
one which we had been targeting for the last few years. It was found at Coed y Dinas at 

an MMG event, it was first recorded in 1989.  
Golden Plusia Polychrysia moneta. This was a species which we thought may found 
again in the county, so we were very pleased to see it turn up at Middletown. This was 
the first county record since 1989. 
Zeiraphera griseana. Rediscovered at Lake Vyrnwy, the first record since 1975. 
August: Phyllocnistis unipunctella. A leaf mine on poplar found at Coed y Dinas. The first 
county record since 1990. 

 

     
Micropterix aureatella 

 
  

     
Golden Plusia 

Polychrysia moneta 
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Agonopterix liturosa. The first county record for over 60 years came to MV light at Middletown. 
September: Epinotia solandriana. Several came to light at Vyrnwy. This is the first time the species has been seen in 
the county since 1975. 
Small Autumnal Moth Epirrita filigrammaria. Due to its upland habitat and probably overlooked, this moorland 
species had not been seen in the county since 1991. 
 
End of Year Statistics Summary 
 

 2014 was another excellent year with another 20,656 records being added to our database (16,470 macro and 
4,186 micro). We now have 155,372 macro records and 26,524 micro records, giving us a grand total of 181,896 
in the database.  

 Total number of species now held in our database is 517 macro species and 616 micro species giving us a total 
of 1133 species recorded in the county.   

 Total species recorded in 2014 was 434 macro species and 424 micro species, giving a grand total of 858 
species for the year, another excellent total. 

Peter Williams (County Moth Recorder) 
 
Note: For the full 2014 Montgomeryshire Moth report click on link to go to BIS library 
A full list of Montgomeryshire Moth Events is shown in the BIS website events page  

 

Powys 
LBAP 
update 

In February 2015 the Powys LBAP Steering Group held 
its last meeting chaired by Powys co-ordinator Emma 
Guy. Powys CC will no longer be funding this post 
from 1st April 2015 and Emma has moved to another 
position within PCC. Emma has been undertaking a 
review of original LBAP and presented a revised 
structure which needs to be agreed by the 
partnership, so that the Habitat Action Plans (HAPS), 
and Species Actions Plans (SAPS) can be written. This 
structure can then be uploaded to the Biodiversity 
Action Reporting System (BARS) which allows the 
partners to report on the actions they have been 
working on relevant to the various BAPS. This will 
then reflect all the biodiversity work going on in 
Powys and is a very useful tool for government to see 
the achievements of local organisations and 
community groups. 
 
Emma has drawn up a draft Terms of Reference for 
the Partnership which states ‘The broad objectives of 
the partnership are to i) co-ordinate, communicate 
and facilitate positive action for biodiversity in Powys, 
ii) protect, maintain and restore priority habitats and 
species for the benefit of the people of Powys and iii) 

contribute towards national and UK biodiversity 
targets through achievement of LBAP targets.’  In the 
new structure she suggests 8 HAPS; Woodlands, 
Freshwaters, Wetlands, Grasslands, Uplands, Linear 
Habitats, Scrub and Fridd, Brownfield and Urban. The 
3 SAPs are Amphibians and Reptiles, Bats and Red 
Squirrels. Emma has completed draft plans for 
Woodland and Freshwater & Wetlands, and has 
suggested the Partners take on completing individual 
plans. She has also assigned Section 42 species to 
each HAP but these need to be checked and Locally 
Important species added. BIS has agreed to do this 
with the help of county recorders.  
 
BIS has offered to take on the Secretariat role for the 
Partnership over the next year but there is a lot of 
work for the partners to agree the proposed new 
structure and write the plans. The present partnership 
consists of Powys CC, Brecknock, Montgomeryshire 
and Radnorshire Wildlife Trusts, Dwr Cymru Welsh 
Water, Biodiversity Information Service, and Natural 
Resources Wales. The Steering Group would like to 
extend the Partnership to include recorders, local 
community groups and other local wildlife 
organisations. If you are interested to know more or 
would like to join the Partnership or can recommend 
who to contact please contact me at BIS.  
Thanks to Emma for all her work as co-ordinator and 
the good news is, she will still be representing PCC on 
the LBAP Steering Group. 

Janet Imlach (BIS) 

http://www.b-i-s.org/library/86
http://www.b-i-s.org/events
http://ukbars.defra.gov.uk/
http://ukbars.defra.gov.uk/
mailto:janet@b-i-s.org
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Radnorshire Dragonfly Records 2014 
Species notes and notable species 2014 
Following similar comments in my 2013 season 
report, it remains a concern that sightings of our four 
‘river specialists’ continued to be few and far 
between. Although Beautiful Demoiselle (Calopteryx 
virgo) was recorded on 11 occasions by five recorders, 
there were only three records for Banded Demoiselle 
(Calopteryx splendens), two for Common Clubtail 
(Gomphus vulgatissimus) and only a single record for 
White-legged Damselfly (Platycnemis pennipes). 
On account of their pollution sensitivity, Odonata are 
widely recognised as key indicators of water quality. 
According to the 2014 Atlas of Dragonflies in Britain 
and Ireland - which cites trend analyses by the Centre 
for Ecology and Hydrology - the Banded Demoiselle 
has increased significantly across Ireland, northern 
England and Scotland. The Banded Demoiselle is a 
species of slow moving rivers, and the Atlas suggests 
that the improvement in river water quality has been 
an important factor in the general spread of this 
species. Since we Odonata recorders are so few in 
number, it is difficult to draw firm conclusions from 
this seeming disparity; but the indication that trends 
for Radnorshire’s river species are running counter to 
the increases seen elsewhere, merits further 
investigation and research. 

Figure 15 Scarce Blue-tailed Damselfly (m): Ian Standen 
[Note the blue colouration on both segment 9 and part of 
segment 8] 

On a more positive note, Scarce Blue-tailed Damselfly 
(Ishnura pumilio) – which does not feature every year  
in our Vice County records list – turned up at two 
sites. In late June, Ian recorded two adults at a ditch 
on Maelienydd - one of eight locations I have 
proposed to be promoted as a ‘Good places to see 
Dragonflies in Radnorshire’.  
 

Ian's photo illustrates a key distinguishing feature : 
the blue colouration towards the tail straddles two 
segments. In the Blue-Tailed Damselfly (Ischnura 
elegans) it is confined to one complete segment. From 
early June to late July, Dick repeatedly sighted 
numbers of Scarce Blue-tailed Damselflies at his 
recently extended pond. His observations peaked on 
17th June with (a surprising and impressive) 15 adults, 
consisting of eight males, four females and three 
newly-emerged tenerals. Scarce Blue-Tailed are 
slightly smaller than Blue-Tailed Damselflies and tend 
to fly lower and more weakly. To that extent they are 
not easy to spot but if you have a recently created 
pond or know of any ponds, pools or ditches with 
little or no aquatic vegetation, it's always worth 
having a look low down in the marginal vegetation for 
this uncommon species. Curiously, despite its weak 
flight, it somehow seems able to disperse and 
colonise new or recently extended water bodies – as 
Dick found in 2014. 
The final species of note is the Migrant Hawker 
(Aeshna mixta) which became a UK species during the 
20th century and has continued to expand its 
breeding range northwards and westwards. 
Superficially, the male Migrant Hawker resembles the 
male Common Hawker and the two species can easily 
be confused. Where it becomes established as a 
breeding species, it can occur in large numbers and - 
unlike most dragonfly species - adult Migrants will 
tolerate each other’s company, even forming swarms, 
typically in late August and early September. 
 
Over the past few seasons, regular sightings (in 
numbers) have been made of Migrant Hawkers at 
Llanbwchllyn and at Monk’s Pond on the Begwns. Dick 
Eastwood has diligently recorded and photographed 
mating pairs and egg-laying; and his sightings are 
strongly suggestive – though not yet absolute proof - 
of self-sustaining breeding populations there. To fully 
establish proof of Migrant Hawker we need to find 
larval emergences, or empty larval cases. 

 
Bob Dennison (Radnorshire County Recorder) 

 
Note: This is an extract from the full Radnorshire 
Recorders 2014 Report. Click on link to see full report 
in BIS Library 
 
  

http://www.british-dragonflies.org.uk/content/good-places-see-dragonflies-wales-powys
http://www.british-dragonflies.org.uk/content/good-places-see-dragonflies-wales-powys
http://www.b-i-s.org/library/85
http://www.b-i-s.org/library/85
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Marcher Apple 
Network (MAN) 

Marcher Apple Network (MAN) is a local charity 
founded 21 years ago. MAN was founded for 
discovering and identifying old varieties of apples and 

pears found in old traditional orchards, as well as for 
protecting the gene pool and traditional orchards.  It 
is open to all with an interest in Apples and Pears; 
there is a wide range of possible skills that can be 
learnt from orchard skills such as planning, planting, 
grafting, pruning, pest and disease management, 
through identification skills, to biodiversity recording 
and reporting. Competitively priced courses are 
offered to Members at a discount. At a recent Pruning 
course led by Paul David of Dolau-hirion nursery there 
was so much goodwill and excitement generated that, 
before we knew it, over 40 trees had been pruned by 
these enthusiasts. 
 
MAN has collected varieties from traditional orchards 
throughout the Welsh Marches and preserved 
these in its "museum orchards", four of which are in 
Powys and two in Herefordshire. Since founding, MAN 
has "found" or "rediscovered" over 50 varieties, 
ones had been thought extinct. In total over 250 
culinary and dessert local apple varieties have now 
been identified, and about another 100 are currently 
being investigated perhaps resulting in more "finds". 
MAN attends about a dozen local and regional shows, 
at which members are encouraged to go for 
representing MAN and for providing the public with 

information and encouragement supporting local 
production of fruit by individuals and communities. 
MAN offers an identification service recognised to be 
of regional excellence, ever with the hope of yet more 
"finds". Indeed MAN is widely recognised to be one of 
the most pro-active fruit groups in the UK.  
Their work has been given added importance in that 
Traditional Orchards were recently added to Local 
Biodiversity Action Plans. The very existence of MAN 

contributes to maintaining such orchards. It 
supports members and the public in extending 
orchard size and varieties, contributing to their 
preservation and wider benefit of wildlife.  
Not only are the apples are important, but 
MAN is keen to encourage biodiversity. An 
illustrated flora of MAN’s Paramor orchard at 
Cwmdu has been prepared by Dr Margaret Gill. 
Mike Porter has identified an uncommon 
Blackberry, Rubus biloensis, (St Bilo bramble) at 
Tredomen. We have occasional sightings of 
Green Woodpeckers. Recently the (Brecknock 
Wildlife) Trust kindly loaned to MAN its Trail 
Camera; it was strapped low down to three 
trees at Tredomen and directed pointing 
towards the boundary hedges. One example 
visitor 18th March at 09:47 was this Redwing 
(below) seeking insects before it migrated 
away. Other visitors have ranged from common 

species such as rabbits, squirrels, blackbirds, great tits 
to a nocturnal fox and probably a hedgehog, though 
at night time its form is well camouflaged even to the 
infra camera. 
There are many 
opportunities for 
volunteers in MAN; 
we’re keenly 
seeking new 
members and are 
delighted with our 
increasing 
collaboration with 
the Brecknock 
Wildlife Trust. If 
you would like to 
find out more do 
have a look at our 
website http://www.marcherapple.net/ and please 
feel free to speak with Mike Porter, Sheila Leitch or 
Ainghsleigh Rice. Best contacts are 01497-820332 and 
membsec@marcherapple.net . 

Ainghsleigh Rice 

 

http://www.marcherapple.net/
mailto:membsec@marcherapple.net
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Rare visitors wow… visitors! 
Imagine you a driving a long distance along a motorway, you may even have lost your way. You are tired, hungry and 
thirsty, but there is nowhere to stop. At last a service station comes in to view and relieved, you pull in for a rest. 
This is how many birds must perceive Llyn Coed y Dinas Nature Reserve, judging by how often unusual birds turn up 
there! 
 
Just outside Welshpool, Llyn Coed y Dinas is one of Montgomeryshire Wildlife Trust’s most visited Nature Reserves 
and not just by people! From humble beginnings as a quarry pit, providing material for the Welshpool bypass, the 
site has been managed as a Nature Reserve since 1993 and is packed with wildlife. Over 150 bird species have been 

recorded at one time or another; 60% of all birds ever recorded 
in Montgomeryshire! 
 
One particularly rare bird which caused quite a stir in February 
this year was a female Bittern, which spent over three weeks 
amongst the reeds right in front of the Reserve’s lake side hide. 
Delighted visitors were treated to wonderfully close displays of 
preening and fishing, on a daily basis, a real treat for a well-
camouflaged bird more often heard than seen.  
 
It may be more than 50 miles from the sea, but even seabirds 
like Gannet and Common Scoter are not unheard of at Llyn 
Coed y Dinas. In March, two Kittiwakes made an appearance, 
much to the disgust of the resident Black-headed Gulls, who 
mercilessly chased them around. Mediterranean Gulls are 
mainly found along the east and south coasts of England, but 
have been spotted on the reserve several times since 2009, 
most recently on 31st March. 
 
“Llyn Coed y Dinas is an exciting place to visit; you literally 
never know what you might see!” explains Montgomeryshire 
Wildlife Trust’s Conservation Officer, Tammy Stretton. “The 

Bittern this February was a real highlight. We are delighted that our work to make this Nature Reserve an oasis for 
wildlife has been so well rewarded. It gives us great pleasure to 
share this wonderful wildlife with so many people.” 
 
So what makes Llyn Coed y Dinas so special? Somewhere safe to rest 
and bountiful, varied cuisine… what more could you ask for?!  Unlike 
motorway service stations, Montgomeryshire Wildlife Trust provides 
this to the wildlife for free, but at a cost to this small conservation 
charity. If you have enjoyed a visit to this or any other MWT Nature 
Reserve, please consider donating to the Trust. By becoming a 
member, you directly contribute to wildlife conservation. For more 
information, head to: www.montwt.co.uk  
 
To see or report the latest sightings at Llyn Coed y Dinas Nature, use 
#LlynCoedyDinas on Twitter. 
 

Tammy Stretton (MWT) 
 
 
 

Figure 16 Bittern - Brian Pollard 

Figure 17 Mediterranean Gull  - Brian Pollard 

http://www.montwt.co.uk/
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BIS ID Training Days 
19th June 2015 10-4pm 
Introduction to sedges with Kate Thorne (BSBI Montgomeryshire County Recorder) @ Gilfach RWT Reserve 
 
July 2015 - details tba 
Recording Dragonflies with Keith Noble (Brecknock County Dragonfly Recorder) 
 
August 15th  2015 - details tba 
Opal Recording Tree Health with Barbara Brown (Opal project Officer) @ BIS  
 
September 3rd 2015  - details tba 
Recording Invertebrates in the field with Phil Ward (Radnorshire County Recorder)  

 
Booking is essential and will only be accepted with non-returnable £6 (inc VAT) booking fee. 
Please contact Anna at BIS or phone 01874 610881. 
Further details will be posted on BIS website or circulated by email as soon as available. If you would like to be 
added to mailing list contact Janet at BIS. 
 

Other training days and links 
 
Thursday 11th June 2015, 10 – 15.30 
Introduction to the National Plant Monitoring Scheme @ Craig y nos Country Park  
Spaces are limited so BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL – to sign up for a training event you first need to register with the 
National Plant Monitoring Scheme at www.npms.org.uk 
 
30th June - 2015 
Introduction to Hedgerow recording @ BIS (contact Rachel Palmer for further details) 
 

Y Dolydd Llanfyllin Workhouse Nature and Biodiversity Events  (Arvensis Ecology) 

Free events over the summer – see BIS website for more info 
 
Montgomeryshire Moth Group Events  - see BIS website for more info 

Wildlife Trusts 

 http://www.brecknockwildlifetrust.org.uk/events.html

http://www.rwtwales.org/whats-on  

http://www.montwt.co.uk/whats-on 

LRC Wales 

http://www.b-i-s.org/events 

http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/news.page 

http://www.wwbic.org.uk/news-events/ 

http://www.cofnod.org.uk/Calendar Figure 18 Hairy-footed Flower Bee – 

 Keith Noble 

http://www.b-i-s.org/events/130
mailto:Anna%20at%20b-i-s.org
mailto:janet@b-i-s.org
http://www.npms.org.uk/
mailto:Rachel%20Palmer%20(rachel.palmer@keepwalestidy.org)
http://www.b-i-s.org/events
http://www.b-i-s.org/events
http://www.brecknockwildlifetrust.org.uk/events.html
http://www.rwtwales.org/whats-on
http://www.montwt.co.uk/whats-on
http://www.b-i-s.org/events
http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/news.page
http://www.wwbic.org.uk/news-events/
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Biodiversity Information Service 

Unit 4, 6 The Bulwark, Brecon, Powys, LD3 7LB 

Tel: 01874 610881 Fax: 01874 624812 Email: info@b-i-s.org  

 Website: www.b-i-s.org 

 

Funding Partner 

Natural Resources Wales (NRW) 

Powys County Council (PCC) 

Brecon Beacons National Park Authority (BBNPA) 

South, North & Mid-Wales Trunk Road Agency (MWTRA) 

Brecknock Wildlife Trust 

 

Board of Directors 

Norman Lowe (BWT/MWT representative) – Chairman 

Sue Furber  - Vice-chairman 

Ian J.S. Rowat  (BBNPA) 

Bob Dennison 

John Wilson  - Treasurer 

Keith Noble  

Becky Davies (NRW observer) 

Janet Imlach (BIS, Non-Director - Company Secretary) 

 

Support Group 

Bradley Welch (BBNPA) 

Steph Coates (BWT) 

Bev Lewis (BWT) 

Tammy Stretton (MWT) 

Darylle Hardy (RWT) 

Ken Perry (NRW) 

Rachel Price (PCC) 

 

 

mailto:info@b-i-s.org
http://www.b-i-s.org/

