
As always, contributions to Frits About are very welcome – but don’t forget to send in your records to County Butterfly Recorders as well.  There is now also a 

Facebook discussion group set up by Mike Bright of BC’s South Wales branch, in addition to North Wales branch’s Facebook page  and BC Wales Facebook page.   
Please keep Frits About contributions coming to me at my new e-mail address rgsoverton@gmail.com.  

Judy in the Wales office will be pleased to receive feedback on the E-news generally.  
Contributions to Frits About are the views of the individuals concerned and do not necessarily represent the views of Butterfly Conservation Wales.  
Reminder: reports to Frits About are no substitute for actual records. However, county recorders are included in Frits About circulation list and will thus be 
alerted to look out for actual records in due course. Please therefore follow up in usual way. 
 

FRITS ABOUT, 2018 – No.3 

(92 new report items in this edition – received since 18th July 2018)  

 

Dear all,  
 

Well, finally August brings the return of a familiar pattern of Welsh summer weather. Undoubtedly, the summer sizzle brought some 

unique opportunities for fritillaries, for butterfly enthusiasts and indeed the landowners and farmers on whose land they breed.  
 

It seems that Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary (SPBF), Silver-washed Fritillary (SWF)  and particularly Marsh Fritillary  (MF) have 

benefitted, with SPBF having a good first brood and a partial second brood. SWF seems to have emerged earlier than normal, with good 

(occasionally big) numbers spreading out from traditional sites. MF has successfully expanded its presence considerably in 

Carmarthenshire at least, with no less than 37 new fields (recorded as occupied by MFs for first time in 2018). We’ve had the significant 

survey advantage of MF webs being visible during late June and whole of July, as there has been virtually no rain to wash away the 

webbing which the early instar caterpillars produce.  
 

Perhaps, the other three fritillaries in Wales benefitted less from our exceptional summer. High Brown Fritillary (HBF) numbers were 

down by almost 40% at its one remaining locality in Wales and this is of obvious concern and we will be reviewing possible factors next 

month. Also, apart from Ewyas Harold (just in England) where it did well, Pearl-bordered Fritillary (PBF) has been fairly average and 

variable. Also, Dark Green Fritillary (DGF) numbers seem to have been down, although its range still appears to be as widespread. 
 

We hope that as the MF larval web search season continues, there will be even more encouraging results. Thanks to those who have 

contributed to this edition.  
 

http://butterfly-conservation.org/2390/Recording-contacts.html#NORTH%20WALES
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ButterflyConservationSouthWalesBranch/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/277847912412601/
https://www.facebook.com/bcwales/
mailto:rgsoverton@gmail.com
mailto:jburroughs@butterfly-conservation.org
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1. Pearl-bordered Fritillary (PBF) – no new reports 
No new reports. (Flight season ended in June and second broods very unusual). 
 

2. Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary (SPBF) – 8 new reports (of which 3 are second brood)  
(Flight season normally ends in July but occasional second broods, as this year). 

Gwent 

2nd July: 1 Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary at Clydach (Blackrock) (Jeremy Richards) 

9thJuly:  1 Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary at Silent Valley LNR. (Jane Corey) 
 

Heads of Valleys 

Peter Sturgess: “The latest Frits About issue has just reminded that I should have sent you some Small Pearl Bordered Fritillary sightings last month – but in the 

frantic run-up to going on holiday I didn’t get around to e-mailing – many apologies.  I saw several SPBFs at Tower Colliery on 6 and 7 June, in various bits of 

remnant rhos pasture and damp colliery tips (mainly SN941056 (>2), SN944051 (>4) and SN950052 (>2)). Sorry I don’t have exact  numbers – I wasn’t there to look 

for butterflies so just noted them incidentally!” 
 

Pembs 

Melvyn Ouseley’s report: “I went down to my little Wild flower patch at about 7.45 am yesterday (5th August) morning to count roosting Common Blues and later in 

the day saw from a little distance what I thought might have been a Small Copper turned out to be a Small Pearl Bordered. A first ever for here. Have attached a 

photo of it”. David Redhead commented: “As far as a I am aware this is only the third second brood ever reported in Pembs - the previous most recent was two 

years ago on Castlemartin Ranges when it tried to distract the Marsh Frit web counters. For those who don't know, Melvyn's wild flower patch is near Fishguard 

Via BC South Wales branch forum on Facebook, Jerry English reports on 7th August another 2nd gen SPBF from Pembs “Seen last week between Newgale and 

Solva in a bracken area."  

David Redhead advises on 7th August: “Report just received of another 2nd brood SPBF on the coast path between Newgale & Solva where first brood are reported 

every year”. (Latter could be same report as Jerry English report above – Ed). 

13th August - John Steer & John Whitehurst saw eight SPBF whilst walking along the coast path between Newgale & Pointz Castle. 

 

Powys 

25th July: 7 Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary at Clydach (Blackrock) (Jeremy Richards) – (Could this be second brood of dry grassland bred SPBF? – Ed)  
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SPBF Photo gallery above (left to right); First brood (Jane Stone); Second Brood on thistle (John Whitehead) and second brood on Fleabane (John Whitehead), all in Pembrokeshire in 2018 
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3. Marsh Fritillary (MF) – 62 new reports 
 

Carmarthenshire  

More reports have now surfaced of MFs in Carmarthenshire, bringing total of apparently newly occupied fields in 2018 flight season plus early larval web season to 

37 such fields. Most of the flight season reports were included in tabular form in Frits About 2018 No 2, so not repeated here. However, some Harford reports in 

May & June are new, so listed below.  

28th May, 1 Marsh Frit at Brynare Farm, Harford in SN6343. 

3rd June: 55 Marsh Frits across 4 fields at Brynare Farm, Harford in SN6343 

6th June: 5 Marsh Frits across 2 fields at Brynare Farm, Harford in SN6343. 

7th June: 9 Marsh Frits across two fields at Vardre, Harford, North Carms.  

19th July: Ivy Denham texted RGS to say that she'd found ten webs already in Brynare Farm in Harford, in North Carms. 

20th July: George Tordoff reports: “Think we might need to start our web surveys early this year. I was at the reserve (in Cross Hands - ed) yesterday pulling 

balsam and checking on the cows...thought I'd keep an eye out for webs but I expected them to be tiny at this time of the year. But no, some were bigger than the 

webs we usually see in September! The larvae were still small, mostly early 2nd instar, but they are clearly enjoying the fine weather and feeding more rapidly than 

normal. (Chris Jones has also seen large webs at Cae Lynden). I saw 22 on a quick walk through: 6 in the Median field adjoining CFF, 12 in the top field at CFF and 4 

in the lower middle field (which was burnt in February). So it looks like we'll be in for a good count. The cows have been on at CFF since last weekend but so far 

haven't left the front field by the road (where the water is). 
 

21st July: Richard & Kath Pryce e-mailed about their site near Crwbin: “We were at our land this afternoon.  Prompted by your BC email last week, we looked for 

MF webs/leaf damage. We’d be grateful of your opinion on the attached photos”. All were indeed MF larval webs, so breeding confirmed this year – Ed. 
 

22nd July: Diana Reader reported in from their site near Alltwallis: “We have just been for an evening walk and found a lovely big Marsh Fritillary larval web! In 

the field with the pond - actually right beside the pond, this area can be under water in wet summers. I will have a proper walk around in the week and see how many 

webs I can find. Then on 23rd July: “By way of an update we spend about half an hour this evening and without too much difficulty spotted another 12 webs and only 

covered a part of the field - looks like we will have a good population this year”. 
 

24th July. Paul Gadsby, Kath Eilbeck, Francis Lawson & RGS carried out surveys of larval webs on southern side of Tywi valley in eastern Carmarthenshire.  

Private site in SN6518 – 50 webs. Treiorwg part of Tir Mawr SSSI in SN6420 – 5 webs. We now have three occupied MF sites this year within 2kms of Trapp, 

which is a boost to that potential metapopulation. Thanks to Richard Pryce & Meryl Thomas, the site where Richard had recorded one adult MF in 2004, we now know 

has a healthy 50 larval webs this year. Finally, we ended up at a private site (Tir Phillip) near Capel Dewi in SN4718, where we had 34 webs, the highest ever and 

spread over 4 different fields. 
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3. Marsh Fritillary (MF) cont. 

Carmarthenshire cont. 

8th August: Amanda Evans advises that after she found quite a few larval webs in Brynhyfryd last week (even though it had rained quite heavily for several days 

before), the full survey there on 7th August revealed 86 larval webs! At Rhos Cefn Bryn with Becca and the WT volunteers, 27 larval webs were found today 

(which is a high total for that site – Ed). 

8th August: Peter Sturgess advises of several marsh fritillary finds, of which three appear to be new sites: 

24 July, near Pontyberem, in damp rushy ground near field margin, 2 webs in SN5110. 

1 August, long field south west of Cross Hands water treatment works, 3 webs in SN5612. 

1 August, Cwm Gwili, tall un-grazed part of Libanus Chapel cemetery, 3 webs at SN572104. 

3 August, Morlais valley, between Llannon and Upper Tumble, 1 web in SN5309. 

13th to 20th August. RGS came across four new sites between Llannon & Pontyberem, with 23 larval webs, across 8 separate fields, making a total, of new 

fields with MFs in Carmarthenshire in 2018, of 37 fields.    
 

Ceredigion 

Em Foot advises: “Just to let you know that we spotted about 20 marsh frit webs at Rhos Glyn yr Helyg yesterday (2nd August) as we walked through to pull the 

balsam. The webs were quite big but the caterpillars small. We'll probably go and do the count the week after next”. Then on 17th, Em further updates “Good 

numbers of huge marsh frit webs at Rhos Glyn yr Helyg this week (lots of "splurge"), larvae various sizes, some brown some black. Lots of head waving. We'll 

complete the survey next week and let you know the totals”. 
 

Heads of Valleys 

Peter Sturgess reports: “7 August, at Tower Colliery (large field south of the A465), 3 webs at SN949054, 1 web at SN949053 and 3 webs at SN949052”. 

Also at Tower Colliery (beside Tip 107), 2 webs just outside fence at SN950056. Nick Sharp has found webs on SSSIs in the area, but await further info. 
 

Pembs 

David Redhead observes: “Although adult Marsh Fritillaries have been recorded in low numbers on the Eastern Ranges at Castlemartin, according to the County 

Records and what I am told by others who have butterflied in Pembrokeshire longer than me, a larval web has never been found on the Eastern Ranges whereas the 

web count on the Western Ranges was in excess of 2,000 a year ago. This afternoon (12th August) I came across a single web on the Eastern Ranges in a patch of 

Devil's-bit Scabious between the coast path and the eastern cliffs of Flimston Bay. As you can see from the attached photo it was a small web - compare it to the 

size of the violet leaf. Active larvae were just visible inside. The patch consisted of about 200 plants but I could not find another web. I suspect it is a secondary 

web and represents an attempt at range expansion rather than evidence of established breeding”. 
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3. Marsh Fritillary (MF) cont. 

Swansea 

On Tuesday 14th August, George Tordoff, Corrinne Benbow (National Trust) and two NT volunteers walked the larval web transects at Welshmoor Common, finding 

10 webs. This is an improvement on last year's count (only 4 webs) but still much lower than five years ago. 

In the afternoon George made a start on the Pengwern Common transects and found 28 webs, which is already a higher total than last year's with several areas 

still to search.  A brief stop was also made at Mynydd-bach-y-cocs Common, with 4 webs found near the road. 
 

Tonyrefail and South RCT  

On 25th July, a joint effort between NRW & WTSWW staff and BC 

volunteers (Lucie Bromfield & RGS) counted and GPS-recorded 46 larval 

webs on the south-western half of site 16 of Rhos Tonyrefail SSSI. The 

site, although designated “open access”, is being gradually sold off in small 

parcels by its private owner. 

George Tordoff reports: “Ben and I did a full count in the main field at 

Church Village Bypass today (7th August) and had 22 webs, which varied 

from small to large. Many of the larvae looked to be late 2nd instar already. 

I reckon they must be about 3 weeks earlier than normal.  We also did 

partial searches in the cattle-grazed fields to north and east, but finding no 

webs. We didn't look in the large field to the NW. Succisa was mostly in bud 

but with only a few plants actually flowering”. 

After further visits on 15th & 17th August by BC and WTSWW people, 

George Tordoff reckons total for Rhos Tonyrefail site 16 now stands at 70, 

with still some more to do. Site 17 held 3 webs. A survey of Y Gweira, 

WTSWW reserve, on 15th August did not produce evidence of MF.  

 

Ystradgynlais metapopulation (including Ystradgynlais, Crynant & 

Seven Sisters) 

RGS & Kath Eilbeck searched the “pony field” (actually un-grazed this year 

and in BC management agreement), between Crynant and Ystradgynlais, 

where a total of 50 larval webs were counted after a full survey taking 2 hours on a hot afternoon of 25th July.  

Photo: 25th July at Rhos Tonyrefail  
– a big obvious web with caterpillars about and feeding (RGS) 
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4. Dark Green Fritillary (DGF) – 10 new reports 
 

Gwent 

2nd July: 2 Dark Green Fritillary at Clydach (Blackrock) (Jeremy Richards). 

3rd July: Another Dark Green Fritillary, this time the other side of the A465 at Clydach (south) (Jeremy Richards) 

9thJuly: 1 Dark Green Fritillary at Silent Valley LNR. (Jane Corey). 

18th July: Dark Green Fritillary at the Pollinator Garden, County Hall, Usk (Martyn Evans). 

19th July: Dark Green Fritillary at Nant Hafod Tudor, Wattsville (Martin Anthoney). 
 

North Wales 

Susan Saunders posted on North Wales Facebook Group: “Seen today (19 July) at Llyn Rhos Ddu, the wonderful Dark Green Fritillary”. 

Peter Leslie also posted, 19 July: “Just spotted a Dark Green Fritillary for the first time in our garden in Wrexham. It didn’t settle long enough to get a photo”. 
 

Pembs 

24th June: David Moore posts: “I can recommend a visit to St Govan's Head in Pembrokeshire ……with Dark Green Fritillaries and the usual midsummer cast”. 
 

Powys 

Kath Eilbeck sent me a photo of a DGF near old limestone quarry (Penwyllt - Ed) above Craig y nos in Swansea Valley sometime in June.  

Via BIS newsletter: “Local recorder Allan Hopkins recorded over 20 species of butterfly & moths at Blackrock Quarry (by A465 near Clydach - Ed) on Friday 20th 

July, including Silver-washed Fritillary and a suspected worn, washed-out Dark Green Fritillary”. 

 

 

 

5. High Brown Fritillary (HBF) – No reports 
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6. Silver-washed Fritillary (SWF) – 12 new reports  
Caerphilly 

Alison Jones advises: “I was taking part in a dormouse box monitoring scheme at the NRW Woodland Llwyn Hir and Coed Cefn Pwll Ddu between Rudry and 

Draethen on Sunday 22nd July 2018, and observed a total of 7 Silver-washed Fritillaries along the main Forestry track that runs through both woodlands (6 

around ST20998720 on hemp agrimony in Coed Cefn Pwll Ddu and 1 on buddleia at ST2099870 in Llwyn Hir).”   
 

Ceredigion 

Mike Stedham had 7 Silver-washed in fields at Llain, Trebedw, Henllan during w/c 9th July. 
 

Gwent 

5th July:  9 Silver-washed Fritillary at Ravensnest Wood, Angidy Valley. (Chris Hatch and Colin Titcombe). 

6th July: Silver-washed Fritillary at Llandogo (Simon Phipps). 

15th July: 2 Silver-washed Fritillary at Tintern, with a total of seven for July. (Hazel Mitchell). 
 

Pembs 

David Redhead comments on 7th August: “Whilst on subject of Frits - Silver-washed seem to be having an exceptional year - John & I set a new record for West 

Williamston Reserve with a dozen (previous best 7), the buddleia in the middle of Cresselly Big Wood (where two appeared for the first time last year since I have 

been passing it on the way to the shopping delights of Pembroke Dock) this year has produced a max of 5 and the buddleias in our garden have gone up from the 

usual one to a max of three. Finally last night, the first ever record for SM72 arrived in my inbox - can't argue with it as it is supported by a video. Although it 

was seen in a rural garden at the northern end of Dowrog/Tretio Common I suspect its home is the adjacent oak woodland planted 24 years ago”. 

Six Pembrokeshire SWF reports in Frits About 2018 No 2 had the county heading inadvertently deleted, so might have been thought to belong to North-east 

Wales, the previous heading above. To avoid further confusion, they are repeated below:  

24th June: David Moore posts: “I can recommend a visit to St Govan's Head in Pembrokeshire ……with Dark Green Fritillaries and the usual midsummer cast”. 

29th June - David & Wendy Redhead saw their first of the year at Sychpant in the Gwaun Valley (SN0435) 

6th July - David Redhead saw 2 in Cresselly Big Wood (SN0605) 

10th July - David Redhead & John Steer recorded 7 in the woodland to the west of Hook (SM9611/SM9710/SM9711) 

13th July - David Redhead recorded 4 at the bottom of Hill Lane, Jeffreyston. 

14th July - Liza Dennis & David Redhead recorded 7 at Sunnyhill Farm near Jeffreyston (SN0706). 

17th August – David Moore reports, via Facebook, of a visit to West Williamston which says he saw a tatty & faded SWF. 
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6. Silver-washed Fritillary (SWF) cont. 
 

Powys 

Via BIS newsletter: “Local recorder Allan Hopkins recorded over 20 species of butterfly & moths at Blackrock Quarry (by A465 near Clydach - Ed) on Friday 20th 

July, including Silver-washed Fritillary and a suspected worn, washed-out Dark Green Fritillary” 

 

Swansea 

John Williams reports: “I was doing a dragonfly survey at Ryer's Down, Gower today (21st July) and saw 2 Silver-washed fritillaries. I caught one for 

confirmation. I don't know if they've been recorded here before”. 
 

 

This newsletter was compiled from reports received up to midnight on 21st August, but do keep reports coming in and I’ll compile and pass on to BC Wales 

office as soon as enough received or to suit their dates. Many thanks to all contributors and apologies, if I’ve missed any out!   

 

 

Richard Smith, 

22nd August 2018. 


