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mailto:info@bis.org.uk
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BIS Update 

 

 
 

Aderyn has been the main focus of work for Steve and BIS 

over the last few years and he is finalising development so 

that SEWBReC and WWBIC can use it for their commercial 

enquiries. It is now a very important tool for LERC Wales and I 

felt this should be recognised as well as the joint working to commission the LERC Wales recording App, 

managed by Dave Slade at SEWBReC. I therefore nominated LERC Wales for the National Biodiversity 

Network (NBN) Lynne Farrell Group Award for Wildlife Recording which is given to a group or organisation 

which works in any environment - terrestrial and freshwater or marine and coastal. LERC Wales was 

nominated as a leading example of 4 LERCs working together to develop joint software to aid capturing and 

access to wildlife information. The technical development of LERC Wales bi-lingual recording and reporting 

tools that enable instant recording through the  LERC Wales App, plus access to species, site and habitat data 

through Aderyn, is at the fore-front of other LERCs and NBN member organisations across the UK.  

I am very pleased to say that we are shortlisted and the final winners will be announced at the NBN 

Conference on 21st November 2018. 

Recorders Access to BIS data through Aderyn 

In the last edition of the BIS recorders newsletter I wrote about the developments to 

allow county recorders access to relevant BIS data through Aderyn. This was made 

available to all county recorders in BIS area over the summer. I believe this is a ground 

breaking tool for county recorders to ensure they are aware of the records that are coming into the LERC and I 

believe something similar is not available in the rest of the UK. County recorders can view distributions of their 

taxa within Wales or within their VC within the analysis pages. Steve has now added a further distribution tool 

which can look at the distribution of a species in the VC and then you can click on a square and click through to 

view the actual records. You can create maps at 1k, 2k and 10k square of a single species such as Comma 

butterfly (see below) for the whole of Wales. This can be further filtered by date range and number of records 

eg to view squares that hold 5 or more records in 2017. You will only be able to see records of your taxa in 

your VC. Contact us if you’d like to join the 7 VC Recorders in BIS area and 13 in the whole of Wales who have 

signed up to this ground breaking tool. 

Aderyn Training Day 

Steve and Jo recently ran an Aderyn recorders training day 

and it was realised that the tool was set so you cannot 

download an entire taxon set of records for a VC. This was to 

prevent frustration if the system timed out as it is working 

with a lot of data. However it is important that recorders can 

download unassessed data to verify and notify BIS. This 

feature has been turned on now, although we would 

recommend that recorders filter by unassessed and date 

range, for verification purposes. To make it easier to 

download unassessed records for verification Steve proposes 

to develop an additional verification tool which will make the 

process clearer. 

VC Recorder Access Map shows  

Comma distribution across Wales 

https://www.lercwales.org.uk/app.php
https://aderyn.lercwales.org.uk/home
https://nbn.org.uk/news-events-publications/uk-awards-biological-recording-information-sharing/
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General Data Protection Regulation Update 

BIS undertook an audit of how it used personal 

information in order to comply with new GDPR 

legislation that came into force on 25th May 2018. 

With the help of the other welsh LERCS BIS has 

adopted a new Privacy Policy which is in the BIS library 

on-line and an Aderyn Privacy Policy. LERC Wales have 

agreed to remove recorders names from the public 

reports in eMapper available through Aderyn to 

partners and commercial users. However the BIS 

Board of Directors agreed that the recorder names 

should stay with the species record in the BIS 

database to assist with the validation and verification 

of the records. Within the database we are able to link 

the record to the contact details (if we hold them) and 

we may get in touch as part of our data quality control 

process. We will also include the name as part of a 

wildlife record in our reports to trusted partners and 

commercial users under licence. As the record belongs  

to the recorder this also indicates Intellectual Property 

rights 

BIS needs to hold contact details for customers and 

data providers in order to run the business, but it is 

important that we do not send out news and 

information emails to those who do want to receive 

them. We have therefore deleted our original 

emailing list and Ben contacted all on the mailing list 

to ask they sign up on Mail Chimp. It is good to see 

that 120 have resigned to the list.  He now sends out a 

regular Email newsletter with all the recent news and I 

hope you will agree that they are very interesting and 

informative. This is along with updating a Facebook 

and Twitter account, and all the events he runs, 

helping to build up a local wildlife recording network. 

                     

           Janet Imlach, BIS Manager 

Recorders Forum 2019 
The next BIS Recorders Forum will be on Wednesday 20th March 2019  

Please save the date in your diary—invites will be sent out in the new year.  

A great opportunity to find out what’s going on, what’s been happening and to meet fellow recorders, 

project staff and the team at BIS.  

BIS is now Tweeting 
Along with our Facebook site we are reaching a new audience on Twitter. 

Have you found us in the Twittersphere?  

Our handle is @BISBrecon. 

The 4 LERC’s of Wales 
BIS is part of the first and only national network of Local Environmental  Records Centres in the UK, known as 

LERC Wales. The map below shows the areas covered by the four LERC’s in Wales. When you submit a record 

in Wales using the LERC Wales App it will go straight to the appropriate LERC. If you submit records online 

you should use the appropriate LERC online recording site. In the BIS area it is WiReD.  

https://www.bis.org.uk/upload/library/BIS_privacy_notice_v1.pdf
https://aderyn.lercwales.org.uk/privacy
https://www.facebook.com/BISBrecon/
https://twitter.com/BISBrecon1?lang=en
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Unrecorded Squares—gaps in our maps 
Our Survey a Square (SaSq) initiative has been 

running for six months now, so its time to have a look 

at how we are getting on with filling in some of those 

gaps in our maps. 

In April 2018 BIS launched our ‘Survey a Square’ 

initiative to start putting wildlife on the map in some 

of the 1km squares for which BIS holds no records. 

Each month an accessible square within each vice 

county is chosen. Maps are produced and published 

on the BIS website and recorders encouraged via 

social media and email newsletters to visit these 

squares. 

A total of 18 squares have been promoted with 25 

recorders visiting these and submitting records. A 

total of 583 records have been submitted of 457 

species. In addition some recorders have requested 

maps of all the other unrecorded squares close to 

them and have been out to visit those squares too. 

SaSq Success 

After six months and the efforts of recorders and 

with the addition of some new datasets from the 

NBN Atlas, BIS now holds data for an additional 242 

squares – shown in grey on the map below. The 

remaining 210 unrecorded squares are shown in red.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lets see if we can fill some of those in, over the next 

six months. Keep your eye on our social media feeds 

and latest email newsletter for details of the squares 

each month or visit our website to get further details. 

Or, if you fancy filling all the blanks on the map near 

your local area then get in touch and we can supply 

you a map and details. 

Jo Milborrow, BIS Data Officer 

Area 

Unrecorded  Squares**    

April 2018      October2018 

BIS 452 210 

Montgomery VC47 213 95 

Radnor VC43 66 30 

Brecknock VC42 129 66 

**Some border squares are counted twice. Other 

unrecorded squares are in the other VC’s in BIS area  
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The selected unrecorded squares for November 2018 are listed below. Click on the maps or visit our website. 

Please take a common sense approach when recording—see the notes below. 

 

 

 

 

 We do not advocate any form of trespassing, and please do not take any risks with regards your own 
health and safety.       All records are welcome, even the most common of species! 

 For a record to be useful, we will need the following information: species name (common or scientific), 
recorder's name; date recorded; location name; grid reference (ideally 6 figures or more). Please feel free 
to include extra information or photos. 

 You can submit records to us in a variety of ways; ideally via our online recording tool. You can also 
submit records via email or post.   

VC42 VC43 VC47 

SO2633 SO2465 SO1388 

Near Capel - y - ffin Near Cascob Near  

November 2018 SaSq’s 

VC47, SO1388 is at Penarron south of Kerry to 

the east of Newtown on the A489. 

VC43, SO2465 is south of Cascob on the minor 

road to Discoed 

VC42, SO2633 is north east of Capel—y— ffin 

in the Black Mountains. The Offa’s Dyke 

footpath runs through this upland square. 

https://www.bis.org.uk/survey
https://bis.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=623f3252954b4fc1e988e2d30&id=c4be7e9738&e=da4e92b0cb
https://bis.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=623f3252954b4fc1e988e2d30&id=325cd85c40&e=da4e92b0cb
https://bis.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=623f3252954b4fc1e988e2d30&id=940ca0e686&e=da4e92b0cb
https://www.bis.org.uk/upload/survey/SO1388 Kerry VC47.pdf
https://www.bis.org.uk/upload/survey/SO2465 Cascob VC43.pdf
https://www.bis.org.uk/upload/survey/SO2633 Capel y ffin VC42.pdf
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Where the Wild Things Are 
Time really does fly! No sooner have we started our 

Powys Local Wildlife Sites project than we are already 

two years in! So, what have we achieved so far? 

The review of the criteria by which Local Wildlife Sites 

(LWS) are selected is well underway and we are on 

track to complete this by the end of the project. We 

have benefitted from input from local experts and key 

organisations, as well as making use of support from 

BIS and this collaboration will continue. 

This could be a whole project in itself, but ‘Where the 

Wild Things Are’ is about so much more! Here is the 

project so far in numbers! 

 134 sites have been surveyed 

 56 volunteers have donated over 924 hours of 

their time; an equivalent value of over £11,000 

 11 events have been held 

 Over 550 people have been directly involved, 

through events, talks, surveys etc. 

 Many more people have been reached through 

social media, averaging about 1,500 a month. 

Behind the scenes we have been building networks 

and seeking partnerships, working with communities 

and businesses, seeking new opportunities to connect 

people with their local sites. We’ve also been 

developing a landowner network for LWS owners. 

This year, we’ve started working with Caring for God’s 

Acre on their ‘Beautiful Burial Grounds’ Project, 

investigating how to value these often wildlife-rich 

habitats, balancing their habitat management and 

making use of them for species ID/site survey training. 

This will continue in 2019. We’ve also been looking in 

to how to link educational establishments with LWS. 

Over the winter, we’ll be getting stuck in to the 

criteria review and producing a bilingual leaflet. Then 

as Spring once again rolls around, we’ll be getting as 

many sites surveyed as we can. There will also be 

more events, including a Powys-wide LWS celebration. 

Tammy Stretton, Conservation Officer, 

Montgomeryshire Wildlife Trust 

A BIG THANK YOU to everyone who has helped 

with this project so far, whether as a volunteer, 

landowner, or in some other capacity, we truly 

cannot do it without you! With only one year 

left, we are keen to make every minute count, so 

if you are interested in helping carry out surveys, 

take part in events, know of suitable land or have 

another suggestions, wherever you are in Powys, 

please contact Project Coordinator, Tammy 

Stretton E: tammy@montwt.co.uk  

T: 01938 555654 or snail mail to: 

Montgomeryshire Wildlife Trust, 42 Broad Street, 

Welshpool, Powys, SY21 7RR. 

This project has received funding through the 

Welsh Government Rural Communities - Rural 

Development Programme 2014-2020, which is 

funded by the European Agricultural Fund for 

Rural Development and the Welsh Government. 

Bee mimic hoverfly Cheilosia illustrata found in a 

churchyard in Montgomeryshire July 2018 © MWT  

LWS surveying in Brecknock August 2018 © WTSWW 

Getting to grips with invertebrate ID on a MWT LWS/

BIS meadow ID training day, Aug 2018. © MWT 

mailto:tammy@montwt.co.uk
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Invaders of the National Park! 
Autumn 2018 Update of this INNES project 

Our invasive species project ‘Invaders of the National 
Park’ runs from 1st April 2018 until January 2020.  It’s 
purpose is to establish a pilot scheme for surveying 
and controlling invasive non-native species (INNS) in 
the Usk and Tawe river catchments, working with 
other projects and organisations to develop a 
collaborative invasive species partnership approach. 
The project has a particular focus on the upper 
reaches of these catchments which has received less 
attention in the past and is arguably the most 
strategically important place to put our efforts.  

The first 6 months (April to September 2018) 

Starting an invasive species project in April meant 
starting straight in at the deep end with Japanese 
knotweed already pushing its red tinged spears 
through the soil and Himalayan balsam peeking up 
through other plants still looking small and innocent. 
With the help of BIS the first stage of the project was 
to map the presence of the three species (Himalayan 
balsam, Japanese knotweed & Giant hogweed) in the 
National Park. Next job was some ground truthing as a 
lot of the data was older than 5 years and although 
the data showed grid references and descriptions it 
did not give any indication of whether populations 
had been treated. 

Partner input to the project is going to be crucial to its 
success. To tackle invasive species on a strategic scale 
we must involve all the landowners, organisations, 
community groups and other people who have any 
interest or contact with the river catchment. It must 
also be done on a continual basis, at least five years, 
in the case of Himalayan balsam in order to exhaust 
the seed bank in the soil. 

On a positive note, talking to the National Park 
Wardens, The Wye and Usk Foundation and Natural 
Resources Wales indicates that Giant hogweed had 
been mostly eradicated from the Usk catchment 
within the National Park.  This has left more time to 
deal with the other two species. 

Approximately 2km of the River Tawe and 28km of the 
River Usk was surveyed in the spring and summer of 
2018 and 66 Japanese knotweed records, 30 
Himalayan balsam records and 4 Giant hogweed 
records were revisited. However as well as confirming 
old records the surveys also found 50 new Japanese 
knotweed records and 59 new Himalayan balsam 
records. 

Increased surveys and knowledge in the Tawe river 
catchment has led to new populations of Himalayan 
balsam being found. The Tawe River was previously 
thought to be clear of this species within the park 
boundary but this is not the case. Controlling these 
relatively small populations is now a top priority to 
prevent them from becoming major problems in the 
future. 

They say knowledge is power and the improvement in 
the data set has meant that along with other land 
owners, organisations and volunteers we have started 
to treat some of these areas. Our first balsam bash 
took place in July 2018 on Island fields, Brecon, in 
conjunction with the community group Plan Brecon. It 
was  personally very satisfying to get my hands in 
there and rip out what seemed like vast quantities of 
balsam. It was however more important to help the 
volunteers with their identification skills so that those 
who were confident and wished to could carry on 
pulling out balsam in their own time.  

  Picture 2- Volunteer balsam bash with Plan Brecon 
at Island fields in Brecon, July 2018 
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Knotweed control using stem-
injected herbicide                       
September 2018 

1st Keeled Skimmer ever recorded at Gilfach 

1 Butterfly poster 

2 new species of butterflies for my personal list 

4 Postcards made 

8 events I helped with  

9 great people to work with  

10 Trainings attended 

11 Species of mammals recorded 

13 Butterfly transects 

14 Bird surveys 

14 School and group visits 

19 Weekly meetings 

24 Nights the moth trap was set 

66 Species of birds recorded 

85 Days spent at Gilfach  

102 Days the trail camera was in the field 

115 Mammal traps set up 

119 Tweets and retweets 

168 Species of moths recorded 

722 Visitors I interacted with 

1,666 Moths caught 

7,850 Photos taken 

Thousands of children smiling 

1 very sad person for leaving an amazing job 

The Exploring Gilfach project should have been named 
“Discover yourself while enjoying the wonders of the 
Gilfach Nature Reserve”, but I suppose it is a bit long. I 
am not too sure that I will have enough space to write 
down all my favourite moments from this summer. 

Everyday going to work has been exciting, mainly 
because of not knowing what I will find or see on my 
surveys or walks around the reserve. I thought that it 
will be easier to summaries my summer adventure at 
Gilfach, in numbers……..because I like numbers.  

A 6 months adventure at Gilfach  

This are just a few of the notable numbers from my summer. If you haven’t been to Gilfach yet, it might be a 
good time to go. The colours of the autumn have started to show, and the tranquillity of the place will just fill 
your heart with excitement and wonder. It does it to me every time I go over the cattle grid.   

         Silvia Cojocaru, Assistant Project Officer Exploring Gilfach  

To lead by example the National Park Authority has also started 
tackling Japanese knotweed and its relative Giant knotweed (also 
invasive but not as common) on our own land at Craig y nos 
Country Park. This is a process we will keep going until we have 
control over the populations. 

The project has also worked on awareness raising in 2018, going 
to agricultural shows, creating displays, webpages and social 
media outputs in order to inspire recording of and help with 
controlling these invasive species. 

In 2019 we will be continuing the project and there will be lots of 
opportunities for people to get their hands dirty! Please do keep 
recording your sightings of invasive species and do get in touch if 
you would like to be involved in the project. My contact details 
are beverley.lewis@beacons-npa.gov.uk, or telephone 07854 997 
508. 

And to finish on an inspiring note whilst Himalayan balsam 
removal can seem an endless task just to give you an idea, just 
one flower on a balsam plant is capable of producing 16 seeds, by 
removing a whole Himalayan balsam plant you could be 
removing up to 800 seeds from the seed bank! Every plant pulled 
matters!                Bev Lewis, BBNP 

mailto:Beverley.lewis@beacons-npa.gov.uk
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The Dragonfly year in Radnorshire 
Records for dragonfly sightings in Radnorshire (VC43)  

for 2018 are still coming my way and so - as I normally 

wait until the Christmas period before I collate all the 

sightings, photographs and lists that people kindly 

submit - this is something of a preliminary report. 

After what seemed an interminably cold and 

miserable winter, the first sightings of Odonata 

emerging and taking flight were of Large Red 

Damselflies (Pyrrhosoma nymphula) in early May – a 

good two to three weeks later than the expected first 

emergences from early/mid-April onwards. Then, 

almost at the flip of a meteorogical switch in mid-May, 

we suddenly found ourselves in high summer and 

Odonata activity really got underway. 

Although on a UK-wide level, the climatic conditions 

seem to have enticed a few unusual migrant species 

to our shores from mainland Europe, sadly I have no 

indication - to date at least - of any new Odonata 

species to add to the couple of dozen species on our 

current list for Radnorshire. 

However, thanks to the efforts of our recording 

community, we invariably add new locations for 

known VC43 species. Jane Jarvis recorded Keeled 

skimmer (Orthetrum coerulescens) at a new location 

to the west of Llanbadarn Fynydd and Silvia Cojocaru 

recorded and photographed an immature male of the 

same species for the first time at RWT’s Gilfach 

reserve. 

The sighting of any immature adult dragonfly or 

damselfly tends to indicate that the subject is close to 

its place of emergence. However, the strongest 

evidence – indeed proof - of breeding at a particular 

site occurs when the immature adult is found at the 

point of emergence from its larval case. Even if the 

adult insect flies off before the emergence is 

discovered, the empty larval case (exuvia) left behind 

is species-specific and still provides the all-important 

proof of breeding. 

In early June at ‘Irelands Well’ pond during one of his 

forays around South Radnorshire, Dick Eastwood 

witnessed and photographed the emergence of 

dozens of Scarce Blue-tailed damselflies (Ischnura 

pumilio). Records of this uncommon and enigmatic 

species are great to receive at any time, but with the 

additional bonuses of the first proof of breeding of 

this species in VC43, in good numbers and at a new 

location, this discovery on Dick’s part was exceptional!  

 

Though I’ve not heard of any sightings of new 

Odonata species in Radnorshire during 2018, there are 

indications that one or two species - known to be 

mobile and naturally dispersive in behaviour - may be 

becoming more established in the south and east of 

the Vice County. To exemplify this, Ruddy darters 

(Sympetrum sanguineum) and Migrant hawkers 

(Aeshna mixta) are known to be well established as 

breeding species just outside Radnorshire’s 

boundaries but, as a whole, tend to be seen only 

irregularly here. 
Mature Male Keeled Skimmer : photo Dick Eastwood 

Emergent Scarce Blue-tailed damselfly (f) 

with exuvia : Photo Dick Eastwood 
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Based on the regularity of sightings of these two 

species, year on year, at certain sites in the south and 

east of VC43 - supplemented by occasional but 

strengthening evidence of breeding - my prediction 

would be that we’ll be seeing more of these two 

species in Radnorshire over the coming seasons. 

         Bob Dennison, County Recorder 

Ruddy darter (m) : Photo Dick Eastwood Migrant hawker (m) : Photo Stephen Mullard 

Breconshire Dragonflies  
The first sighting was early, of a 

Large Red Damselfly at Ystradfawr 

on 14 April, with many more 

emerging over the warm Bank 

Holiday weekend 6-8 May. 

The first of the blue damselflies 

were 50 Azure at Sarnau on 12 

May, soon followed by thousands 

of Common Blue and Variable at 

Llangorse Lake. 

Last year a single male Red-eyed 

Damselfly was seen there, the 

only county record since sightings 

at Sarnau in 2011. This year there 

were 8 males and a pair on lily 

pads by Llangasty car park on 23 

May, about a dozen on 31st and 

some present on 16 June. 

Up to six Hairy Dragonflies were in 

the Llangasty fields from the 

second half of May. 

Many more of our regular species 

such as Broad-bodied and Four-

spotted Chasers, Keeled Skimmer, 

Emperor and Golden-ringed, 

Banded and Beautiful Demoiselles 

appeared in June and July, with 

one surprise, a Ruddy Darter 

photographed by the Camlais 

stream on Mynydd Illtyd on 5 July, 

and seen again up to 24th. This 

second Breconshire record was 

soon followed by the third at 

Llangorse, where the first had 

been recorded back in 1999. 

By September the variety was 

shrinking - Southern and Migrant 

Hawkers (a good total of 70 at 

Llangorse on 2nd), Common and 

Black Darters, Common Blue and 

Emerald Damselflies. Some of 

these were still around at the time 

of writing in mid-October.         

Keith Noble County Recorder 

Southern hawker 
Large red damselfly, 14 April 

Red eyed damselfly 
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Daubenton Bats 
A question I am often asked by the public is ‘what age 
can bats live to’?  It’s a really good question, and for 
many years we have had to respond with what was 
largely an anecdotal reply.  However, with respect to 
Daubenton’s bat (Myotis daubentonii), we might be 
getting some solid answers at last.   

Members of Brecknock Bat Group have been ringing 
Daubenton’s bat since 1993, in an effort to 
understand how the species moves along river 
systems in Wales, and, possibly, between catchments.  
The aluminium rings, fit over the forearm of the bat, 
and is carries a distinctive code number – so that no 
two bats have the same number.  Re-capture 
encounters with ringed bats have provided much 
useful information regarding Daubenton’s bat – also 
known as the Water bat – including just how old some 
of them can live to. 

Some while back I was somewhat surprised to 
encounter an old friend – a female Daubenton’s bat 
with the ring number T2857 – which I first ringed on 
the 29th of May 1997.  It was an adult when I ringed it 

– so that makes it at least 21 years old!  At the time I 
didn’t realise the significance of the encounter, as 
T2857 was one of several adult females we recovered 
from a bat box near Buckland Hall, on the bank of the 
River Usk. It was perfectly healthy, and it was only 
when I went to enter the ring number into our 
computer database that I grasped the importance of 
the meeting. 

 

Whilst ringing is only something to be considered 
where there are good scientific reasons for doing so, it 
is helping to improve our knowledge of bat species.  
T2857 isn’t the only long lived Daubenton’s bat Group 
members have come across: at least two other 
animals we have seen in the past three years have 
been in excess of 16 years of age.  Since I was the 
person who ringed T2857, it was really nice to know 
that the ringing process hasn’t apparently done the 
bat any harm. 
       Phil Morgan 
  Brecknock Bat Group (Recording Officer) 

Border Bryologists 
There are two Border Bryologists’ meetings in the BIS area this winter. The meetings are to help beginners 

learn mosses and liverworts, rather than high-powered recording sessions. 

They are on Sundays, starting at 10.30a.m.  Bring sandwiches. 

January 13th 2019 

Meet at Coed Pendugwm (SJ 103143), a Montgomeryshire Wildlife Trust reserve, where we will explore the 

deciduous woodland. 

February 10th 2019 

Bryologists can often find many species in built-up districts, where pavements and tarmac, mortared walls, 

roofs and soil offer a variety of habitats.  We will put this statement to the test by exploring Presteigne in 

Radnorshire.  Meet at the car park by the B4355 at the west end of Presteigne (SO 309651). 
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The Black Mountains Land Use 
Partnership: Update 

Bracken Management 

The Bracken Management Programme has begun, 

aiming to treat bracken in a number of key locations 

within the Black Mountains Partnership area. The 

Partnership aim to cut, roll and break approximately 

140 hectares of bracken twice a year for the next two 

years and carry out experimentation methods of how 

to control this invasive species. 

Peatland Management 

The Peatland Management element of the project - 

to restore and safeguard peat and exposed mineral 

soil in several key locations – is well under way with 

footpath restorations, peatland stabilisation and 

heathland habitat management taking place. 

An Ambassador Training Programme for 

local tourism operators is now in place 

with over 20 Mountain and Moorland 

Ambassadors, and the planned ‘investing 

in skills’ programme is also gathering pace. 

Work with local schools to tell the story of 

hill-farming in the Black Mountains is 

expanding and a number of sessions have 

already been delivered within the Black 

Mountains catchment area. For further 

information about educational 

programmes and activities available, 

contact: enquiries@beacons-npa.gov.uk or 

call 01874 624437. 

The Black Mountains Land Use Partnership 

is a unique, collaborative venture aiming to 

promote continued improvement, 

restoration and sustainable management 

of the natural resources of the Black 

Mountains, an area covering over 26,600 

hectares of upland and lowland habitat. 

For further information about the 

Partnership and its work visit:                         

http://www.blackmountains.wales/ 

A summary of what’s has been going on since our last article in Autumn 2017.  

Rangers Matt & Amy 

We are delighted to announce 

that the Partnership now 

employs two Rangers, Matt and 

Amy, working alongside Natural 

Resources Wales, Brecon 

Beacons National Park and 

Natural England Wardens, 

graziers and landowners and 

helping visitors to the area.  

Follow the Rangers on 

Twitter @RangersBMLUP 

mailto:enquiries@beacons-npa.gov.uk
http://www.blackmountains.wales/
https://twitter.com/RangersBMLUP


14 

Buglife Cymru’s Autumn Oil Beetle Hunt 

Rugged oil beetles (Meloe rugosus) are active in winter © John Walters 

Oil beetles are incredible insects with unusual and fascinating life cycles. Their large, glossy black bodies, long 

fat abdomens and stunted wing-cases make them almost unmistakable as they amble along on the ground. 

Adults are flightless, large and slow moving, their bodies (especially of females) swollen. Oil beetles get their 

name from the toxic oily secretions that they produce as a defence against predators when threatened. 

Oil beetles are reliant on solitary bees to compete 

their life-cycles. The health of oil beetle populations 

is therefore dependent on the health and diversity of 

wild bees. Declines in the quality and quantity of wild 

bee habitat, particularly wildflower-rich grasslands, 

has contributed to a decline in wild bees and along 

with them, oil beetles. Three of the UK’s native oil 

beetles are now extinct, and the remaining five 

species have suffered drastic declines in their 

distributions due to changes in the way our 

countryside is managed. Oil beetles have been 

identified as priorities for conservation action in 

Wales through Section 7 of the Environment (Wales) 

Act 2016 - meaning work needs to be done to 

conserve them and their habitats.  

Oil beetles are under threat and we need your help in 

recording oil beetles in Wales. Buglife Cymru are 

asking people to keep a look out for oil beetles when 

they are out and about this autumn and winter, 

during which period Wales’ rarest oil beetle - the 

Rugged oil beetle (Meloe rugosus) - is active. It is one 

of three species of oil beetle found in Wales – the 

daytime and spring active Black oil beetle (Meloe 

proscarabaeus) and Violet oil beetle (Meloe 

violaceus) being the others. This autumn and winter, 

we need your help in finding Rugged oil beetle!   

In Wales, the Rugged oil beetle is known from just 

two locations in South East Wales - Penallt, 

Monmouthshire and Cwmdu, Crickhowell, Powys. 

The latter of these sites has only just come to light 

thanks to a vigilant naturalist who spotted an adult in 

her garden – this species often turns up in gardens! 

Given that the beetle is most active at night and 

during the winter months, it is likely that its presence 

has been overlooked in Wales – it may be more 

widespread. Please let us know if you spot a Rugged 

oil beetle as there is every chance that your sighting 

could be a new discovery! 

Under threat  



15 

We need your help! 

If you see any large, conspicuous black beetles on 

your travels, please send details of your sightings, 

along with a photograph(s), to wales@buglife.org.uk 

ideally with the following information:  

 Date; 

 Location (preferably a 6 or 8 figure grid ref.); 

 Recorder name (optional); 

 Brief description of where (e.g. garden; 

grassland) and when (e.g. daytime/night) the 

beetle was spotted; and  

 Photograph(s) to allow us to confirm your 

identification. 

 Please ensure attachments are no greater than 

6MB in size. Our Oil beetle Identification guide 

and John Walters’ oil beetle identification page 

will help you identify your beetles, but even if 

you’re unsure please send in your record 

anyway as we have experts at hand to identify 

them from your photographs. 

Taking photos of oil beetles 

We would like to use your photos to identify the 

species of oil beetle that you have found. Here are 

some tips for taking photos of oil beetles: 

 Please try and take pictures as close as you 

can get to the beetle (use the macro setting 

on your camera if you have it), and make 

sure the beetle is in focus! 

 One of the best identification features of oil 

beetles can be found at the base of the 

thorax (the middle bit of the beetle's body) - 

please try and focus on this part of the beetle 

from the top down. 

 Taking a beetle photo in shade rather than 

direct sunlight can help us to see the 

different parts of the beetle clearly. 

 If your beetle won't stay still try giving it 

some flowers to eat - it might stop for a 

snack! 

Rugged oil beetles are primarily nocturnal and the 

adults can be active between late September until 

early April in grasslands on chalk, limestone and 

sandy soils. All known Welsh and UK sites are in 

calcareous areas. The best way to find them is to 

search by torchlight in suitable sites from dusk 

onwards. Look for wildflower areas or sandy soils 

where solitary bees may nest – these are hotspots for 

oil beetles.  

After mating, the female oil beetle selects a suitable 

place to dig a nest burrow, often in bare ground near 

footpaths, into which she lays her eggs. They can lay 

up to 1000 eggs, usually in 2-3 burrows dug into the 

soil near to solitary bee nest burrows. In spring, these 

eggs hatch into rather bizarre, long-legged larvae 

known as triungulins. Upon hatching, the young 

larvae climb up flower stems and lay in wait within a 

flower. When an unsuspecting solitary bee visits the 

flower to collect nectar and pollen for its own nest, 

the triungulin attaches itself to the bee and hitches a 

ride back to its nest. Once inside the nest, the 

triungulin changes into a more maggot-like larvae 

and devours the bee’s egg and the protein-rich pollen 

stores that the bee intended to provide for its own 

larvae. The beetle larva develops in the bee burrow 

until it emerges as an adult Rugged oil beetle the 

following autumn, ready to mate and start the whole 

cycle again. 

        Diolch, Buglife Cymru 

Bizarre lifecycle 

Rugged oil beetle (Meloe rugosus) © John Walters 

mailto:wales@buglife.org.uk
https://www.buglife.org.uk/wales-oil-beetle-survey
http://johnwalters.co.uk/research/oil-beetle-identification.php
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Elan Links 
The Elan Links Project is a Landscape Partnership supported by Heritage Lottery 

and over five years aims to secure heritage and boost the opportunities available in 

the Elan Valley.  Between 2018 and 2023, £3.3million will be invested in 16 projects 

focusing on Elan’s cultural heritage, recreation and education offer to visitors with 

a further 10 projects focusing on Elan’s natural heritage all of which aim to 

enhance nature and wildlife. The 10 nature and wildlife projects focus on three 

important, and very much linked areas. 
 Restoring and enhancing important habitats. 

 Improving the sustainability of Elan’s traditional high nature value farming 

 Conserving key species 

Elan is characterised by a number of key 

habitats; woodland, heathland and 

nearly 15.000ha of Wales’s core peatland 

network.  

Elan is home to some of the most 

important Atlantic oak and broadleaved 

woodland in Europe and supports 

important assemblages of woodland 

birds, saproxylic invertebrates, lower 

plants and especially lichens, which in 

many cases are of global significance. 

Areas of Dry Heath support important 

bird assemblages, such as red grouse and 

merlin and the vast peatland areas of the 

Elenydd uplands are not only designated 

as Special Protection Areas, Sites of 

Special Scientific Interest but have also 

been identified as holding important 

upland bird assemblages by RSPB.  

The project will be working with farmers 

to deliver for all these habitats and 

species through direct action such as 

heather management, woodland 

thinning grazing, management and 

rewetting. 

Restoring and enhancing important habitats 

Improving the sustainability of Elan’s traditional 
high nature value farming 

The traditional upland family farm lies 

at the economic and cultural heart of 

Elan and the style of farming 

practiced by them plays a large part 

in supporting the natural heritage 

that is so highly valued in the area.   

With farmers, the project is 

developing a new and forward 

looking way of funding farmers to 

deliver environmental works. The 

approach focuses on the delivery of 

outcomes as apposed to simply 

asking farmers to sign up to ridged 

sets of rules, which work for some 

and not for others and allows 

management to adapt to the 

landscape, farm and even weather 

and draws on a farmer’s knowledge 

of land management on their own 

farms. 

The connection between agriculture, 

the habitats and the species is truly 

the namesake of the Elan Links 

Project and supporting traditional 

farming activities such as the cutting 

of Rhos Hay from the open hill, the 

move to grazing with cattle and not 

just sheep, focus on improving 

habitats, providing species’ habitat 

requirements and delivering 

agricultural benefits. 
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To get started, over the coming winter the group will begin to gather information on the impact of the 
project’s woodland works on lichens. We will be exploring some of the amazing woodlands in the Elan Valley 
to; capture some baseline data, gain a more up to date understand of the distribution of some of the rarer 
lichens and possibly to visit some sites which are under recorded. Starting gently with these tricky group we 
will be looking at a small suit of species which are indicators of a variety of woodland attributes, so don’t 
worry if you are not a committed lichenologist, there are things we can all do! 

Through the following year there will be a rolling programme of surveys with some amazing opportunities to 
get to some wild and seldom visited places or to spend summer days in the hay meadows, so if you are 
interested in wildlife and want to get more involved watch this space. 

            Matt Allmark, Natural Heritage Officer 

The Elan area is a traditional stronghold for upland 

breeding birds such as golden plover, red grouse, 

curlew, merlin and ring ouzel. With particular 

concern for curlew and merlin in Wales as a whole 

the populations found in the Elan Links area are now 

though to be of particular importance. Working with 

farmers the project will monitor, protect and create 

the right habitat for each of these species. 

Focus will also be given to identifying and monitoring 

all of Elan’s rare species, including birds, to measure 

the results of our natural habitat actions and inform 

further works. 

A key element of the monitoring and recording of 

wildlife will be the formation of a new recording 

group Elan Nature Watch which will be providing a 

suit of training and volunteer opportunities, 

beginning in December 2018 and running through to 

2023. 

The opportunities to record and enjoy wildlife in the 

Elan Valley are as huge as the area and the group will 

undertake a wide variety of recording and survey 

days; from bog botany to upland birds, woodland 

bryophytes to hay meadows. The list is endless, but 

the focus of the group will be very much on 

answering questions, we know curlew nest each 

year, but how many actually get chicks away? Do 

golden plover use our management areas for nesting 

or feeding? Do the fantastic hay meadows in Elan 

need different management? Is there a population of 

Large Heath Butterfly in Elan? 

We want everything we do to contribute to 

understanding the wildlife in Elan. 

Conserving key species 

To find more detailed project information or to find out 
about wildlife survey volunteers and training; 

 

 https://www.elanvalley.org.uk/about/elan-links 

 

Facebook: Elan Links 

 

Matthew.allmark@elanvalley.org.uk 

01597 811527 

https://www.elanvalley.org.uk/about/elan-links
https://www.facebook.com/ElanLinks/
mailto:Matthew.allmark@elanvalley.org.uk
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Recorder Of The Season! 

What first got you interested in 
wildlife recording?  

I first got interested in wildlife 
recording over 12 years ago when I 
started moth trapping from home, 
quickly learning that moths in 
Montgomeryshire were extremely 
under recorded and that recording 
a county first was highly likely. So 
having my name against a county 
first record was an attractive 
prospect for me. I continued to 
develop this interest in 2011 when 
working for the RSPB as a trainee 
ecologist working under Dr Mark 
Gurney, who showed me the 
importance of recording all aspects 
of wildlife and why these records 
are extremely important for 
wildlife conservation.  

Have you a favourite place to see 
wildlife or just to sit and 'be at 

one' with nature?  

I have been very spoilt living, 
working and growing up in mid 
Wales so I'm a bit spoilt for choice. 
My 1st choice has to be Cadair 
Idris, I love Cadair Idris. I have been 
going up there for almost 15 years. 
It’s a place where I can spend all 
day on my own and not see a 
single person, it's perfect. 
Surrounding myself with some 
really truly spectacular species like 
Ring Ouzels, Wheatears, Cuckoos 
and warblers and the rich 
invertebrate and botanical life is a 
perfect way to unwind and to 
forget everything.  

My second choice has to be  
Gilfach Nature Reserve. Not only is 
this special place,  extremely 
peaceful and tranquil, but it has 
some spectacular wildlife, amazing 
and breath-taking views and being 

an old farm it reminds me of when 
I was a small boy growing up and 
playing on my fathers farm. The 
Gilfach Nature Reserve is a very 
special place, it really is a gem in 
the crown of Welsh nature 
reserves, a window into how the 
land was once worked and 
managed.  

Can you recommend a good place 
to see wildlife?  

I have 4  

1. Cadair Idris 

2. Gilfach Nature Reserve 

3. Dolydd Hafren  

4. Ynys-hir 

Top tip when recording?  

Take your time and use all 
resources available to you. 
Recording wildlife has never been 

more accessible or easier now and 
I would recommend the LERC 
Wales App - it's extremely easy to 
use, you can record on the go and 
without using any mobile data.  

What species would you most like 
to be?  

I think I would like to be a 
Tardigrade (Water Bear). Any 
species that can survive the 
harshest environments like the 
vacuum of outer space without any 
protection, survive radiation, 
boiling liquids and massive 
amounts of pressure deserves to 
be emulated.  

Have you met any famous 
people?  

I met David Bellamy (a childhood 
hero) at the age of 11/12 at a local 
event near Newtown. I was so 
excited to see him that I was first in 
the queue, queuing for over 4 
hours. 

I met Norman Wisdom when I was 
15/16 working in the local Spar 
shop in Newtown, he had been 
performing in Theatre Hafren and 
came in with his minders to get a 
drink.  

I met Iolo Williams (another hero 
of mine) around 2008 as his son 
and mine were good friends. Going 
to watch a rugby match with Wales 
v Argentina at the Millennium 
stadium in Cardiff and then going 
for a meal afterwards. It was the 
perfect day.  

I met Roy Carroll (ex Manchester 
United goal keeper) at Chester 
Zoo. Following him through the 
monkey enclosure trying to get his 
autograph. Which I got! 

Many thanks to Phil Evans, for being our forth Recorder of the Season and winner of our LERC Wales App 
Recording Competition that we ran in August. Phil submitted a different species record for each day of 

August using the LERC Wales App. Check out Phils tips and favourite places to watch wildlife. 
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The British Trust for Ornithology 

(BTO) is arranging several surveys 

into Owl numbers and distribution 

over the next few years.  

BTO are starting with the most 

widespread, the Tawny Owl – and 

are appealing for your help. 

Despite our familiarity with these 

birds, we know surprisingly little 

about them, although a similar 

survey in the 2005/06 winter will 

allow scientists to monitor change 

since then. Tawny Owls call to 

declare ownership of a breeding 

territory, as well as to attract a 

mate or reinforce a pair bond.  

WHY..........The survey is designed 

to be carried out in gardens, parks, 

woodlands close to your home. Its 

main aims are to investigate 

whether urbanisation (especially 

artificial light pollution) have 

impacts on this species, as well as 

to discover whether calling 

behaviour changes through the 

winter season.  

WHEN..........The survey involves 

listening for calling Tawny Owls 

over a 20 minute period on a clear, 

still night at any time between 

sunset and midnight. Any evening, 

as often as you like between 31st 

September 2018 and 31st March 

2019, ideally on at least six 

occasions. Make a note of what 

you hear – the main call of males is 

the hooting or ‘twoo’ sound, and 

that of the female is a ‘kew-ick’. 

They will often duet, producing the 

‘twit twoo’ call, two birds together 

re-affirming their pair bond.  

HOW..........Decide on your location 

– mine is sitting on the garden 

bench! Then register your interest 

in the survey online at 

www.bto.org/owls or telephone 

BTO on 01842 750050, where the 

full survey instructions are 

available. Once done, you are 

off.......you select your evening and 

time, note the date and start/finish 

times, note down what calls you 

hear against the time you hear it, 

and note the weather conditions. 

Submit your findings either online 

or via paper forms provided by the 

BTO. BUT REMEMBER – if you 

heard nothing, then please submit 

a nil return as that is equally 

important for the survey! Better 

luck next time! 

As you can see – a very simple 

survey, that I hope you feel able to 

participate in. It would be great to 

get a good response from within 

the Powys and BBNP BIS area, and 

get our local Tawny Owls onto the 

map!!           Andrew King 

Tawny Owl Calling Survey 
winter 2018/19 

Have you any tips for recording 
wildlife for a beginner?  

Become competent in one or two 
groups, such as birds and 
butterflies. I would then 
recommend slowly building up 
your knowledge of other groups 
while out recording the other 
groups you’re recording. For 
example, identifying the tree that 
the bird is in or which flower the 
butterflies are on. You don't always 
have to venture to far away from 
home in order to record wildlife 

and record something special. In 
2015 I caught a new species of 
moth to Montgomeryshire from 
my back garden, Bordered 
straw Heliothis peltigera.  

Moth trapping from home is very 
accessible and the results can be 
extremely rewarding.  

Most memorable wildlife 
experience?  

Watching Hen Harriers with Manx 
Birdlife on the Isle of Mann while 
working as a trainee ecologist with 
the RSPB.  

Any wildlife adventures abroad?  

Yes, on our honeymoon to Cancun 
Mexico. We swam with Dolphins 
and manatees in an ecological 
water park in Cancun Mexico. 
Being able to connect with these 
marine mammals in their habitat 
was amazing. We did cave diving in 
the famous Mexican sinkholes and 
swam and dived reefs, 
swimming with some beautiful fish 
species while shark spotters in 
boats monitored the area.  

http://www.bto.org/owls
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Common (is it?) Wainscot 

As moth Vice County recorder for VC42 Breconshire I 

have to decide which of the thousands of records I 

receive each year can be accepted and validated. 

Sometimes it’s easy, and when I receive a record of 

Large Yellow Underwing I rarely quibble since it’s the 

commonest moth  throughout the UK. However, if I 

receive a record of the quite similar Lunar Yellow 

Underwing I look into this very carefully, and to date 

have always turned it down since it is now confined 

to distant parts of England and has never been 

reliably recorded here. 

So if it’s common, I’ll accept it without question? 

Well, not always! Take the Common Wainscot. With a 

name like that it must be common, probably more so 

than the Smoky Wainscot, mustn’t it? Until recently I 

regarded the two species as almost equally common 

in Breconshire judging by the number of records 

received. Then Dave Slade, the Glamorgan VC 

recorder told me that he hadn’t reliably recorded it at 

all in his county in recent years. And looking back at 

my own records I hadn’t seen one since 2013. All I 

was seeing was Smoky Wainscot.  

The problem is that the two species are more similar 

than some text books would have you believe. Whilst 

Smoky Wainscot is always a creamy colour and 

Common is often more pale reddish brown, some 

forms look very similar as my pics show. So I’m now 

asking my recorders to look at the shape of the 

forewing (more pointed in Common) and if in doubt 

get it to display its hindwings (grey in Smoky, pale in 

Common). And if all else fails, send me a pic. 

So what’s really happened to the Common Wainscot? 

Reports from elsewhere in the UK suggest that it’s 

still common in most places. But is it? Have you seen 

one? If so, do let me know. And, by the way, I did 

have one in my moth trap this year. I let it go very 

carefully!                

       Norman Lowe, County Recorder VC42 

Common Wainscot Smoky Wainscot 
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Brecknock Botany 
6477 records and updates have been sent to BIS for 

the year to the end of September. Almost all of these 

have been collected by the BrecknockBotany Group  

but we also depend on individual finds; particularly 

for the more infrequent plants in the county. So, it is 

good that we get records such as Field Scabious, 

Knautia arvensis spotted by Steph Coates on the canal 

and Green Spleenwort, Asplenium viride – a rarity of 

high limestone places - spotted twice by Anne 

Griffiths in the last few months. 

Targeting recording for 2019 

For the 2020 update of the BSBI Atlas of the British 

and Irish Flora, we are particularly interested to 

record what grows in each 10 km square (a hectad) in 

the county. There are four  hectads which have been 

highlighted as most in need of updating. This is based 

on species count compared to those known in the 

year 2000 and recording effort since then.  

Surprisingly two of these four squares are centred on 

Talgarth and Brecon. The fact that more recording is 

needed around Halfway and Llanwyrtyd Wells is 

probably less surprising. We have already made 

significant recording efforts for these last two this 

year and will continue next year.  

Analysis of the past data indicate that we need to do 

more recording around the Pencelli area for the 

Brecon square (a lot of water / marsh plants should 

still be there). For the Talgarth square the “corner” of 

the Black Mountains above Pengenffordd needs to be 

targeted as several plants that like upland flushes 

(wet areas around springs) have yet to be found again 

there.  

Of course, we may not find everything that was 

included in the 2000 edition of the Atlas, but we need 

to try our best so that an accurate record of any 

species decline is obtained. 

Some highlights of 

recent recording 

Creeping Willow, Corhelygen or 
Salix repens on a high meadow 
near Aber and flowering at an 

unusual time 

Small Toadflax, Trwyn-y-llo bach 
or Chaenorhinum minus  near 

Craig y Nos 

Flea Sedge, Hesgen y chwain or 
Carex pulicaris. A great find by 

Steph on the Epynt much later in 
the year than we are normally 

able to find it 

Flax, Llin or Linum usitatissimum 
at Cae Eglwys Nature Reserve 

John Crellin, 
County Recorder 

VC42 
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Wild Communities 
The end of an era; celebrating three years of the Wild Communities Project 

In late 2015, with Big Lottery funding secured, Brecknock Wildlife Trust began a new project for people and  

wildlife in the Upper Tawe Valley. Three years later, a fun loving bunch of staff, over 70 volunteers, countless  

public events, innumerable volunteer work parties and gardening sessions we have  

more than achieved the aims of the project and have made some incredible  

wildlife discoveries and friendships along the way. 

Firsts, Seconds and Thirds  
The Wild Communities Project has also racked up a handful of county firsts, seconds and thirds. Highlights include; 

  Moths Calybites phasianipennella, Calamotropha paludella and Trifurcula cryptella.  

 Insects Geotrupes spiniger beetle, the invasive Berberis Sawfly, Arge berberis and 

Liriomyza eupatorii, a leaf miner fly.  

 We've had some fungi firsts too, the Hedgehog Scalycap and the  Grey Waxcap and a Rust, Puccinia Festucae.  

 An incredible number of Waxcaps on Allt Rhongyr  

 an otter passing through Ystradfawr.  
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From 1 web to 64 in just four years flat…….. 

the meteoric rise of Marsh Fritillary Larval webs in Ystradgynlais!  

One of the most striking successes of the project is the huge year on year increase in Marsh Fritillary larval webs on one 

tiny 1.2 acre patch of grassland in Ystradgynlais. Cae Lynden Nature Reserve, (which also includes woodland)   

 was formerly the grounds of Cwm Wanderers football club. 

Taken over by Brecknock Wildlife Trust in 2011, scrub clearance and other reserve management kick started the web 

increase. By the time that the Wild Communities Project took over in 2016, the webs had increased from 2 to 25. 

We've been blown away by the year on year increase, from 49 in 2017, to a stunning 65  this year, 2018.  

A real success story for a butterfly threatened not only in the UK, but across Europe. 

Look out for them on the wing in spring. 

Bioblitz 2018  

In July, the project was thrilled that Cae Lynden was chosen as one of the 50 UK wide stops on Chris Packham's  

Bioblitz tour. With the help of local families, county recorders and volunteers we racked up an impressive 260 plus  

records in less than seven hours. It was great to meet Chris Packham and Iolo Williams on the day, and it felt like  

such a success not only because of the numbers of records, but because it was a big joint effort.  

We have enjoyed running a packed schedule of events each year, from beekeeping, to dry stone walling, to reptile  

ecology, to our recent woodland fungi walk. We hope that we have ignited an interest for all things wild within  

members of the community who hadn't previously been 'into nature'.  

The heart of the project has been its amazing volunteers. They have joined us from all walks of life, and whilst  

helping us, we hope we have helped them too.  

Sarah Ogilvie, Wild Communities Project Publicity Assistant 



24 

Booklice 
A recent download of data from WiReD yielded a couple of interesting records from Alan Salter that we thought 

warranted highlighting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Psocoptera (Booklice) is an Order of insects that are very widespread but almost completely unrecorded. 

There are nine existing records in all of Wales for the whole Order, the most recent being 1991. So Alans’ two 

records are the tenth and eleventh and the most recent since 1991.  

More info on Brooklice here - http://www.brc.ac.uk/schemes/barkfly/homepage.htm 

Thoughts on Moth Recording 
2018, what an excellent year for 
moths in Radnorshire! 

The number of species at each 
month end up to September has 
been higher than the same month 
over the past several years, which 
must be down to the extended 
warm, dry, summer weather. 

There have been very few migrant 
species in Radnor this year but 
micro moths have made up for 
that with ten new species, as well 
as two new macro species 
appearing. 

We are very lucky to have a small 
but dedicated group of moth 
trappers scattered across the 

county, but as there is so much 
ground to cover, we could always 
do with more. We love getting 
casual records from people, often 
shots on their mobile phone, 
which are sent to us or I-spot for 
identification, because these are 
often from places that we can’t 
easily get to or even from 
previously unrecorded squares. 

You may think that your records 
are too insignificant to mention, 
but it was only by chance this year 
that the ‘Common Clothes Moth’ 
Tineola bisselliella, once an 
extremely common and 
destructive pest in the middle 
ages upto more recent times, was 

proved to be present in 
Llandrindod Wells! 

As a lecturer at a recent Butterfly 
Conservation meeting pointed 
out, very few records are ever of 
caterpillars. Larval sightings are 
very important because, whereas 
an adult moth could fly in from 
anywhere, caterpillar, eggs or 
pupal records prove that the 
species is a breeding resident 

So, thanks for the records that 
you have posted and we look 
forward to hearing about all your 
moth and caterpillar sightings 
next year.  

         Pete & Ginny Clarke (VC43) 

Graphopsocus cruciatus  insect - booklouse (Psocoptera) 

  

Y Byddwn, Groesffordd SO087277 VC42  12/07/2018 

Graphopsocus is a barklice and was verified by iRecord as being 
correctly identified. 

Lepinotus reticulatus**  insect - booklouse (Psocoptera)  

  

Beacons Park, Brecon  SO045297 VC42  20/07/2017 

 

** This sightings has not yet been verified. There is a possibility it could be 
Lepinotus patruelis. 
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Events and links 
LERC Wales 

BIS events on the website 

BIS events on Facebook 

SEWBREC events 

WWBIC events 

COFNOD events 

Wildlife Trusts 

Wildlife Trust Wales (Brecknock)  

Radnorshire Wildlife Trust events 

Montgomery Wildlife Trust events 

National Trust Brecon Beacons 

Board of Directors 

Norman Lowe (BWT representative), Chairman 

Sue Furber, Vice-Chairman 

James Marsden (BBNPA) 

Bob Dennison 

John Wilson, Treasurer 

Keith Noble  

Andrew Lucas (NRW observer) 

Janet Imlach (BIS), Non-Director, Company 
Secretary Welsh Government 

Natural Resources Wales (NRW) 

Powys County Council (PCC) 

Brecon Beacons National Park Authority (BBNPA) 

South, North & Mid-Wales Trunk Road Agency 
(MWTRA) 

National Trust (NT) 

Dwr Cymru Welsh Water (DC WW) 

Funding Partners 

Ken Perry (NRW), Chairman 

Bradley Welch (BBNPA) 

Steph Coates (WTSWW, Brecknock) 

Tammy Stretton (MWT) 

Darylle Hardy (RWT) 

Rachel Probert (PCC) 

Support Group 

https://www.bis.org.uk/diaryevent
https://www.facebook.com/pg/BISBrecon/events/?ref=page_internal
http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/event/events-calendar/
http://www.wwbic.org.uk/news-events/
http://www.cofnod.org.uk/Calendar
https://www.welshwildlife.org/nature-reserves/brecknock/
http://www.rwtwales.org/whats-on
http://www.montwt.co.uk/whats-on
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/brecon-beacons
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