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Editorial 
Our 31st issue of the BIS Recorders Newsletter comes during our 20th anniversary—BIS has been putting 
wildlife on the map in Powys and the Brecon Beacons National Park for 20 years! We are approaching 3 
million records in our database—can you help us reach our target during 2021 by turning your wildlife 
sightings into biological records?  

We also have an important date for your diary - Wednesday 24th November 2021 when we’ll be holding our 
Recorders Forum, most probably online using the now familiar Zoom. More details and a programme will be 
announced over the coming months. Sign up to our BIS Bulletin (via bis.org.uk) for regular news and updates. 

Wales Nature Week is almost upon us—starting on Saturday 29th May with the popular Wales Garden 
Bioblitz - anyone can take part in this national nature hunt to record the wildlife in their garden or local area. 
Be sure to read the article on ‘Making Good Plant Records’ before recording the plants in your garden. At the 
end of the bank holiday weekend you can settle down and take part in the Big Wales Nature Quiz, 
premiering on you tube at 8pm. Look out for the Wildlife Emoji Quiz (there’s 20 points at stake!) on our 
website and social media to get you started.  

Our newsletter contains articles written by our local recorders, supporters, partners and the wider biological 
recording community along with our regular Recorder of the Season feature, this time with a hair raising 
encounter with bears!  Enjoy! 

Many thanks for all your contributions. 

Ben Mullen, BIS (Editor) 

Contents 

Cover photo: Pearl Bordered Fritillary.  Tamasine Stretton. 

http://www.bis.org.uk
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Pathways for Pearls 
Tammy Stretton, Conservation Officer, Montgomeryshire Wildlife Trust 

An ambitious new project to bring about nature’s recovery and deliver a more sustainable and secure future 
for one of Wales’ rarest species 

Regular readers of the BIS newsletter will know that 

Montgomeryshire Wildlife Trust has been working to 

safeguard the future of the rare, endangered Pearl-

bordered Fritillary butterfly in Montgomeryshire for 

over 20 years. Our work has been partially successful – 

Montgomeryshire is now the last remaining stronghold 

for the species – but the species remains under 

significant threat. Climate change is causing much more 

extreme weather and funding for the necessary habitat 

management is getting harder and harder to secure. 

We need to carry on managing habitat, but it is also 

time to think bigger. 

The majority of the Montgomeryshire sites are found 

just West of Welshpool; five areas of suitable habitat, 

all within butterfly flying distance of each other, 

forming a meta-population, much stronger than a 

single isolated site. Our Pathways for Pearls project will 

focus on making the whole landscape around these 

sites much better for wildlife, thereby creating a more 

balanced and connected ecosystem, helping the 

butterflies and much more besides, become more 

resilient to life’s modern day challenges.  

If you live or work in the project area (shown on the 

map below), Tammy would love to hear from you – 

tammy@montwt.co.uk. We are offering landowners/

managers free surveys and advice and also have a small 

grant available for habitat improvements.  

mailto:tammy@montwt.co.uk
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Making Good Plant Records 
Dr. Kate Thorne and Gill Foulkes, Vice County Recorders for Plants in Montgomeryshire 

The first thing to consider is why we/you are 

recording. It could be for a specific purpose e.g. the 

Wales Garden Bioblitz, or it might be to record an 

invasive species, or you may just want to record for 

pleasure when you go for a walk. Whatever the 

reason, for plant records to be useful we really need 

everyone submitting records to take a moment to 

consider what they are doing and whether the 

information they are providing is appropriate and 

sufficient to enable us to confirm a plant record. 

 

Are you sure about the ID? It seems obvious, but the 

golden rule is to be certain of your ID. If in doubt, 

leave it out. Otherwise, take a photograph (or a 

specimen if appropriate) and try to identify it 

afterwards and/or get someone to check your ID.  

 

Use a smart phone app or a notebook for recording? 

We prefer to use a notebook for general plant 

recording so that we can re-visualise our walk 

afterwards and review records. 

 

Is the grid reference (GR) resolution appropriate?  

For general recording of common plants, we 

recommend using a 4-figure (monad) GR (e.g. 

SH8001) and only use more detailed GR for 

uncommon plants and invasive species – this would 

be a precise GR location (6- or 8-figure). However, if 

we are recording a small area with interesting 

species/habitat (e.g. a small bog, a road verge) we 

might record this separately using a central GR (also 6

- or 8-figure). Make sure that you add a comment if 

you decide to use a central GR.  A central GR is also 

often used for recording on special conservation sites 

(e.g. Local Wildlife Site or an SSSI) but a precise GR 

should always be used for anything uncommon on 

these sites. Smart phone apps may automatically use 

the highest GR resolution available, but if you can 

change this that would be helpful.  Also, if you have 

recorded a common plant species in an area recently 

(in the same monad and year) then please consider 

whether adding an almost identical record is 

worthwhile.   

 

 

What to record and where? The BSBI ask us to record 

plants growing in the wild. Such records help to build 

up a picture of the distribution of native species 

occurring naturally in the wild, or of species 

introduced by humans since the last Ice Age for food, 

forestry or ornament (non-natives and aliens).  By 

“wild” they mean anywhere outside of private 

gardens. You can also record plants that have 

escaped from gardens and cultivation that are 

growing in the wild without human intervention but 

see our comments below about this. The following 

definitions may be of interest if they are not already 

familiar (all taken from the BSBI website https://

bsbi.org/ where more information is available): 

With summer almost upon us we were asked to offer suggestions for making good plant records. A word of 

warning that we are writing this from our perspective as Plant Recorders for Montgomeryshire. The plant 

data we collect (which includes records sent to us by others) are submitted to the BSBI (Botanical Society of 

Britain & Ireland) database. This is used to produce UK-wide distribution maps and an Atlas for 2000-19 is 

currently in preparation.  We mostly carry out general recording rather than specialist surveys and our 

comments are made on that basis. 

https://bsbi.org/
https://bsbi.org/
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Native species are either plants that have arrived 

naturally in Britain and Ireland since the end of the last 

glaciation (i.e. without the assistance of humans) or 

ones that persisted during the last Ice Age. 

 

Non-native (or alien) species are plants that have 

been introduced either deliberately or accidentally by 

humans and can be split into two categories, 

depending on when they arrived.  

 

Archaeophytes were introduced by humans, from 

Neolithic times up to about 1500, and are now 

thoroughly naturalised in open, disturbed habitats, 

such as gardens, riverbanks, waste ground and 

cultivated fields. Most were introduced by early 

farmers and some originated as crop contaminants or 

as escapes from gardens where they were grown for 

culinary or medicinal uses. Many garden “weeds” are 

archaeophytes and behave just like natives e.g. 

Ground Elder (Aegopodium podagraria), Shepherd’s-

purse (Capsella bursa-pastoris), Petty Spurge 

(Euphorbia peplus) and Ivy-leaved Speedwell (Veronica 

hederifolia).  Hence, we regard many “weeds” as being 

naturalised. 

 

Neophytes were introduced after the discovery of the 

New World in c.1550 and include virtually all 

ornamental garden plants. 

Road verge near Cwm Biga, Hafren  (June 2019) recently cable-trenched and then apparently 
sown with “wild flower” seeds. 
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Recording in private gardens - BSBI guidance states 

that we can record native plants growing in private 

gardens.  However, these must have arisen without 

human intervention (i.e. not via wildflower seed 

mixes, garden centre pots, bird seed or similar). 

Generally, unless you are recording for a special 

garden survey (e.g. the Wales Garden Bioblitz) where 

the records are part of a separate dataset, we do not 

advise recording native species in private gardens. 

The only exception to this might be to record mature 

trees (both native and non-native) if it seems 

appropriate, but please make sure you add a 

comment (e.g. mature Walnut tree, girth c. 3m, 

planted at edge of old farmyard). Recording of 

mature trees in parkland is also acceptable and may 

be of particular interest.  

 

If you are recording plants growing in a private 

garden as part of a special garden survey please note 

the location and habitat e.g. lawn, driveway, pond, 

under hedge, scrub adjacent to garden etc.  We have 

had difficulty with records from some surveys where 

we have no information about the exact location or 

habitat. Also, although it may be a native species e.g. 

Oxeye Daisy (Leucanthemum vulgare), Cowslip 

(Primula veris) you need to be confident about its 

origin. Did it really arrive without human 

intervention? The overall message is to be cautious/

sceptical about whether a plant is truly native in a 

garden. Equally, if you have semi-naturalised areas 

where it is more likely to be a native site please note 

this e.g. rough grassy area adjacent to garden (not 

cultivated).  

 

Recording non-natives or aliens outside of gardens?  

Generally, we have advised those recording in 

Montgomeryshire to only record these plants if they 

are well away from habitation and established. The 

verge outside a private garden, is often now managed 

as part of the garden, so that it is probably better to 

avoid recording from this area. We do usually record 

conifers, which are frequently in the wild, but note 

when they have obviously been planted as in e.g. a 

plantation (but not a garden). However, what is of 

more interest to note, is if these non-native trees are 

self-regenerating in the wild; many conifers are, as 

does Beech (Fagus sylvatica) which is non-native in 

Montgomeryshire.  

 

Wherever you are recording, adding a comment 

about habitat can help considerably, especially if we 

have a query or doubts about whether a plant is 

growing in a native site. If you think a plant may 

have been introduced by disturbance (e.g. cable-

trenching) or via a “Wildflower” seed mix please 

note this in a comment – it is extremely useful. 

 

Abundance & associated species - if you find an 

unusual species, a comment about the number of 

spikes/rosettes/clumps/area covered and any 

associated species can be helpful e.g. Greater 

Butterfly-orchid 10 flowering & 6 non-flowering 

spikes. Alternatively, rather than counting the actual 

number of plants you could give a general descriptor 

e.g. Abundant/Infrequent /Scattered. Occasionally, it 

may be helpful to indicate whether a plant is 

flowering, in seed, or vegetative. 

 

Finally, please send your plant records to only one 

database. If you submit records via an app e.g. LERC 

Wales / iRecord please do not also send them to us as 

County Recorders since these records will then be 

entered into more than one database. This leads to 

duplication, confusion, and much frustration when 

groups of records keep re-appearing for checking 

under different datasets. 
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Stand for Nature with us! 
Chloe Jackson, Stand for Nature Wales Assistant Project Officer, Radnorshire Wildlife Trust 

Our climate is at crisis point and our natural world is in 

trouble. But there is hope. Momentum is growing, and 

now is the time for change. Young people in Wales are 

taking a stand. Will you?   

The Stand for Nature Wales project is an exciting new 

Wildlife Trust project aimed at individuals aged 9-24 

across Wales. We believe that young people should be 

at the forefront of the movement to tackle climate 

change. We need your voice, your ideas, and your 

commitment to stand for nature.  

Since our project launch on April 22nd, the Stand for 

Nature Wales team have been busy, busy, busy! Here 

at Radnorshire Wildlife Trust, we are working hard to 

reach out to young people. Having already formed a 

partnership with some brilliant schools throughout 

Radnorshire, we are excited to connect those students 

with nature using wildlife-based activities. The most 

exciting part of this project is that it is youth-led. We 

aim to support young people in transforming ideas into 

action and creating real change.  

You can become an integral member of our team as 

part of our youth forum. We need people with all kinds 

of skills and interests. Are you a budding film maker or 

photographer? Love event planning? Whether you’re a 

leader or the person that makes everything run 

smoothly behind the scenes, your skills can be utilised 

and developed through this project. If you love wildlife, 

you can share this passion and empower others to join 

the movement.  

If interested, contact: 
silvia@rwtwales.org for Radnorshire 
dan@montwt.co.uk for Montgomeryshire.  
 
We have some exciting upcoming events as the 

project starts to take off. From July onwards, 

Radnorshire and Montgomeryshire Wildlife Trust will 

be collaborating to run creative workshops at various 

locations throughout Powys. Watch this space! Visit 

the Stand for Nature Wales website to explore the 

project and upcoming events.  

North Powys Stand for Nature Team 

mailto:silvia@rwtwales.org
mailto:dan@montwt.co.uk
https://www.wtwales.org/stand-for-nature-wales


8 

The Brecon Beacons Local Nature Partnership are looking for those who live 
and work within the National Park to help us realise the objectives of the 
Nature Recovery Action Plan for the Brecon Beacons.   

We know that much of the focus is on the large landscape scale nature  
projects in the Park, but here at the Local Nature Partnership, we understand 
there is an equally pressing need to ensure that all areas within our National 
Park are healthy and that they contribute to the ecosystems/ connectivity 
across the area.  

If you have a project idea that is about helping nature recover, we would 
love to hear about it and we may be able to provide the funding (between £50 to £500) for you to take it 
forward.  We will need to know how it is helping nature recover or people within your community connect to 
nature, and ideally you will have volunteers.  

We are hoping to a fund a wide variety of project ideas with each site being different but here are a few ideas 
to get you thinking. If you aren’t sure if your idea is appropriate just contact us and we’ll talk though it with 
you. 

Brecon Beacons Local Nature Partnership  
Community Nature Recovery Grants 2021/22 
Maria Golightly, Local Nature Partnership Implementation Officer  

Notes for applicants: 

• Project work must take place within the Brecon Beacons National Park. 
• All monies must be spent before the end of March 2022. 
• The grant can be used to pay for materials, labour and equipment required for the project. 
• Match funding is not necessary but do tell us if you have any. 
• Materials must be suitable for the area, as eco-friendly as possible and sourced locally where possible 
• Plants (including trees and wildflowers) must be native species of local provenance” (we can guide you 

through this)  
• Recipients must have suitable public liability insurance for any work carried out under the scheme and 

must ensure that all work carried out complies Welsh Government guidelines and regulations to prevent 
the spread of Covid-19.  

• This is a rolling programme and therefore there no closing dates, however the programme will close once it 
has all available funding has been allocated. 

• Successful applicants will be required to send a short report at the end of the project to include 

photographs, a list of expenditure and a brief write up of activities. 

For a copy of the form or to discuss any aspects about eligibly or project suitability please email 
NatureRecovery@beacons-npa.gov.uk and we’ll give you a call to discuss. 
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Powys Local Nature Partnership 
Holly Dillon, Biodiversity Officer, Powys County Council 

Powys Nature Recovery Action Plan 
My main focus for this next 12 months is to work with 

the Partnership to finalise and publish our Nature 

Recovery Action Plan. The aim of the Powys Nature 

Recovery Action Plan (PNRAP) is to reverse the decline 

in biodiversity across Powys through the protection and 

enhancement of Powys' priority habitats and species. It 

will be an essential tool for developing projects and 

actions to be undertaken by conservation stakeholders 

and the general public to protect and enhance 

biodiversity and habitat connectivity, highlighting how 

local action can help achieve national objectives. 

Work started on this back in 2016 when the partnership 

commissioned Environment Systems Ltd to undertake a 

review of the Powys Local Biodiversity Action Plan. This 

included a review of locally important species and a 

review of available habitat and connectivity map data. 

This information has been collated to prepare several 

draft Habitat and grouped Species Action Plans, which 

will form the core of the Powys Nature Recovery Action 

Plan. These action plans will now be updated and 

additional action plans will be created. The action plans 

will be supported by digital opportunity maps to aid 

identification and targeting of key locations for 

maintaining, enhancing, restoring, or creating habitats. 

Alongside this work the Partnership aims to 

communicate the message of the importance of 

biodiversity for everyone in Powys in terms of what it 

does for us, why preserving what we already have is 

important and how restoring habitats at spatially 

significant locations can provide maximum benefit.  

If you are interested in learning more about the 

Partnership, the PNRAP or if you are interested in 

joining the Powys Nature Partnership then please get in 

touch: biodiversity@powys.gov.uk  

I started my new position as Biodiversity Officer at Powys County Council in mid-February. I work full-time on the 

Local Nature Partnerships Cymru project and this includes co-ordinating the Powys Local Nature Partnership. The 

partnership is a group of organisations and individuals working together to conserve Powys’ wildlife for the 

future, covering all areas of Powys outside of the Brecon Beacons National Park. We’re really lucky to have Brad 

Welch from BIS on board as his knowledge, expertise and enthusiasm will really help to drive the partnership 

forward. I hosted my first partnership meeting in March to kick things off and I’ve been busy meeting with 

partners, old and new, since then to gain a better understanding of all of the conservation projects currently 

taking place across Powys.  

Watching Nature Recover 
A wildlife awareness and recording project - a partnership of BIS, and the two Local Nature Partnerships (LNP’s) 

in our area (Brecon Beacons LNP & Powys LNP). Over 40 camera traps have been loaned to project participants 

across Powys and the Brecon Beacons National Park. Lots of wildlife discoveries have been made with ‘captures’ 

including badger, fox, deer, nesting swallows, Grey heron, 

hedgehogs and mice amongst others.  

The project aims to increase awareness of the wildlife living 

locally and to encourage the recording of it and to encourage 

new recorders to help put wildlife on the map.  

We have 3 youtube videos on camera traps covering everything 

from the basics to a more advanced talk on getting more from 

your camera trap. Visit the BIS youtube channel to watch.  
Grey heron.  Joyce Jervis 

mailto:biodiversity@powys.gov.uk
https://lnp.cymru/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UClJdZbzMNu9LRj28gzGtGPg
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Mapping for Nature’s Recovery 
Tammy Stretton, Conservation Officer, Montgomeryshire Wildlife Trust 

Mapping is a critical component of this work as it 

helps us to understand how much land is currently 

available for wildlife and target action where it will be 

most effective. We are in a fortunate position in Wales 

that we have a lot of data to draw on and a 

comprehensive network of Local Environmental 

Record Centres to manage and interpret this. 

Between November and March, MWT worked with BIS 

on two important pieces of mapping work. Firstly, we 

focussed on improving the Powys Nature Recovery 

Action Plan ecological connectivity and network maps, 

which were originally produced in 2017. These show 

the current grassland, woodland, wetland and 

heathland habitats and identify opportunities for 

expansion. We weren’t fully able to meet our ambition 

within the timescale and budget, but some small 

functionality improvements were made. BIS were also 

able to create two new maps, showing species 

richness and abundance across Powys and the Brecon 

Beacons National Park. All these maps are freely 

available to all on the BIS website, here: 

www.bis.org.uk/pnrap_eco_maps  

 

Identifying Powys’ current biodiversity potential 

Local Wildlife Sites (LWS) are sites of substantive 

nature conservation value. They are the most 

important places for wildlife outside statutory 

designated sites and the linkages they provide in a 

local context, are of vital importance to the whole 

biodiversity resource within a given area. 

The idea behind the LWS system is to provide an 

inclusive system of sites to support and re-enforce the 

features of statutory designated sites and in order to 

be given due recognition, these sites must pass a 

defined set of criteria. In Powys, there have been LWS 

criteria since 1999 and these were significantly 

reviewed, as part of the ‘Where the Wild Things Are’ 

project, leading to a new set of criteria published in 

January 2020. 

Unlike designated sites, there is some variation in how 

the LWS, or Sites of Interest to Nature Conservation 

(SINC) system is run. In some parts of the UK, the Local 

Authority or Local Nature Partnership is responsible 

for administering the system, working with the local 

wildlife trust(s). However, in Powys, although PCC 

accept LWS as material consideration within the 

planning system, it has always been managed on a 

county basis by the three constituent wildlife trusts. 

This is the only County in Wales where this is the case 

and has led to a lack of continuity, relying as it does on 

these charitable organisations obtaining the necessary 

funding to do the work. 

Another problem with the current system is the under

-valuing of Powys’ natural resource. Where a ‘SINC 

system’ is operated by the Local Authority elsewhere 

in Wales, large numbers of SINCs have been identified; 

e.g. 62% of Torfaen in South Wales is reported to be 

covered by LWS, a much smaller geographical area 

than Powys and more urban. With only 110 LWS in 

Powys, this gives the impression that much of County 

has little remaining value for wildlife and yet we know 

this is not the case. 

Our natural world is in trouble. This is no secret. Wildlife is disappearing at an alarming rate - some are calling it 

the next mass extinction - and the threat of climate catastrophe is a constant worry. We live in a time of 

emergency. BUT, there is still hope - we can tackle both of these critical issues - but we have to act now. Time is 

running out. 

The Wildlife Trusts are calling for at least 30% of our land and sea to be connected and protected for nature’s 

recovery by 2030. Making more space for nature to become abundant once again will give our struggling wildlife 

the chance to recover and also restore beautiful wild places - places that store carbon and help to tackle the 

climate crisis. 30% is the bare minimum that nature needs to start recovering but we are currently far short of 

this; we all need to work together to turn this around. 

http://www.bis.org.uk/pnrap_eco_maps
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Our second mapping exercise with BIS was focussed on starting to address these issues. Using the 2020 Powys 

LWS selection criteria, BIS has created a map of potential SINC sites for the whole of Powys and the Brecon 

Beacons National Park. This map is by no means a ‘final’ version; it relies on the accuracy of the underpinning 

data, which in some cases is quite old. However, it shows that 22% of Powys is potentially of LWS value (120,000 

hectares).  

Both mapping elements of this project are merely the start of a very important next step in nature’s recovery in 

Powys. Now begins the real hard work, getting out there, carrying out surveys, using and ground-truthing the 

maps and supporting landowners to ensure suitable management and/or create new habitats. 
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What first got you interested in wildlife? 

I grew up in Romania, and although I was surrounded 

by wildlife, I never actually noticed it until I was about 

21 years old, when I joined a project in Transylvania as 

a translator. That was the one of the best summers 

and the start of my conservation adventure.  

 

Favourite place to see wildlife, or just to sit 

and ‘be at one’ with nature? 

Hmm… it might sound daft, but if I want to go and see 

wildlife, although I worked there for a while, I always 

go back to Gilfach. It is one of my favourite places to 

go and see/ photograph the seasons and the wildlife 

that comes with them. In the same any of the nature 

reserves in Radnorshire can be places to see wildlife if 

you are there at the right time of the year.  

Recommend a good place to see wildlife  

Any park/ garden/ nature reserve is a good place to 

see wildlife. Instead of recommending a place, I would 

recommend to just stop and listen, look, smell… 

observe the surrounding and give nature the chance 

to surprise you.  

 

What species first (for you) would you like to 
see next?  
 

I am very passionate about wildlife and in the last 

year I have learned how important is to appreciate 

being able to go outdoors, and there are so many 

species that I would love to see, one of them being 

the Welsh Clearwing.  

Recorder of the Season 
Silvia Cojocaru is the Stand for Nature Community Officer at Radnorshire Wildlife Trust. Thanks 
to Silvia for sharing her recording and wildlife experiences. 

Forrester at Gilfach.  Silvia Cojocaru 
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Recommend a good place to see wildlife  

I am so lucky as I live in the Elan Valley. I find wonder 

everywhere and can just stop and appreciate nature at 

the drop of a hat. I spend many hours just lying in 

strange places and listening to the world around me -

having a camera is my excuse to go and find places to 

just “be alone with the world”. Elan Valley is my first 

love, I enjoy Gilfach Nature Reserve, and when I can 

get there, Margam Park which still evokes many 

moments - the special places always remain special. 

Have you any tips for recording wildlife for a 

beginner? 

Try and find a little something everyday to learn about. 

Don’t forget to record it on the day as it’s all so easy to 

think you will remember another day; I have to tell 

myself quite sternly this when I’m rushing around. In 

the beginning I kept a little personal journal, just for 

me, of a place (it was a workplace). It seemed a bit 

simple at first but I quite enjoy it now when I come 

across it - re-living the moments I wrote down and the 

little dried bits of flowers stuck in that I was identifying 

with notes about the plant.  

Top tip when recording? 

Try to be quiet and allow you eyes to glance 

everywhere. Take a child….they are amazing as they 

find so much with their eyes nearer to the ground. 

The most useful tool / IT that you use to 

record wildlife? 

I wish we had trail cameras when I was younger! Wow, 

so good, especially for mammals that are often elusive. 

A way to discover what’s in a place and unlock a little 

door into this part of the world you are surveying.  

Living on a remote farm (off grid/no mobile signal) the 

LERC Wales App on my smart phone is a real asset. For 

Mother Bear chilling.  Paul Leafe. 

Most memorable wildlife experience? 

Well, it was definitely memorable! It was during the 

Transylvania project, in 2016, and me and a couple of 

friends went out for large mammal viewing with a local 

hunter (a hunter that stopped hunting). He took us to a 

place that he regularly put maize out for the wildlife. It 

was a calm evening just around sunset time, and we 

were in this young forest, about 50 meters from the 

feeding station. We got there, and we were all 

wondering if anything is going to show up… or if we are 

going to see anything… but wonder no more!! We were 

still looking for a place to sit, when the hunter made a 

sign for us to be quiet (although no one was saying 

anything) and he pointed towards the area above the 

feeding station. Along the ridge a young Brown Bear 

was walking and heading towards the feeding station. 

It came down to the food, spent a good while eating 

and just chilling… I don’t know how long that while 

was, it could have been 10 minutes, or maybe it was 

half an hour, I don’t know, I just remember that we 

were all aching because of the uncomfortable positions 

we were sat in. After a while it decided to move away, 

and it gave us the time to readjust our positions. I think 

that we managed to get slightly more comfortable, 

when the hunter pointed out a mother bear with two 

cubs heading down. They came to the corn and the 

little cubs were just playing in the puddle by the food. 

We were all so focused on the three bears in front of 

us that we forgot to look around… The mother bear 

heard something and she didn’t like it, because she 

started running in our directions… we all stood up and I 

remember grabbing my partners arms and muffling 

something like “Right then, let’s go!” The hunter 

moved his arms towards the adult, and she stopped 

confused, while the little cubs behind her run up the 

closest tree. The mother bear started backing off and 

moving away from us and we had to wait a few 

minutes before the cubs started to come down the 

tree and follow her.  

After they were out of view, we saw a big male bear 

coming down towards the corn. He spent a good half 

an hour munching and we just stayed behind the little 

trees watching him. It was an adrenaline rush, but it 

was soooooo amazing to finally see the biggest 

Romanian carnivore. On the way back that evening we 

also saw over 40 roe deer and a Wild Cat.  
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Join us during Wales Nature Week 2021 

https://www.bis.org.uk/diaryevent 

https://www.bis.org.uk/diaryevent
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Help us reach 3 million records 
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Natural Resources Wales (NRW) 

Powys County Council (PCC) 

Brecon Beacons National Park Authority (BBNPA) 

South, North & Mid-Wales Trunk Road Agency  

Dwr Cymru Welsh Water (DCWW) 

Network Rail 

Ken Perry (NRW), Chairman 

Bridgett Schofield / Rebecca Price (BBNPA) 

Stephanie Coates (WTSWW, Brecknock) 

Tammy Stretton (MWT) 

Darylle Hardy (RWT) 

Emma Guy (PCC) 

Biodiversity Information Service,  6 The Bulwark, Brecon, LD3 7LB 

01874 610881     info@bis.org.uk   www.bis.org.uk       

Facebook: @BISBrecon        Twitter: @BISBrecon1        Instagram: bispowysbbnp 

Record you sightings: BIS WiReD   &    LERC Wales App 

Board of Directors 

Funding Partners 

Support Group 

mailto:info@bis.org.uk
http://www.bis.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/BISBrecon/
https://twitter.com/BISBrecon1
https://www.instagram.com/bispowysbbnp/
http://record.bis.org.uk/
https://www.lercwales.org.uk/app.php

