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Editorial 
Welcome to the latest issue of the Powys and Brecon Beacons Recorders Newsletter, which comes towards 
the end of our 20th anniversary year. Many thanks to all who contributed to this issue which contains 
articles written by our local recorders, supporters, partners and the wider biological recording community. If 
you’d like to contribute an article for our next newsletter the deadline is 13th April 2022.  

There are recorder reports, stories and surveys covering reptiles, insects and birds, news of various projects 
which are increasing wildlife awareness and biological recording across the BIS area, our regular Recorder of 
the Season along with a new mapping tool to help with nature recovery. 

Our programme for the Powys and Brecon Beacons Recorders Forum is on page 7 along with a link to book 
your free place. All are welcome and we hope you can join us, albeit on zoom.  

If you’d like to receive regular news and updates sign up to our monthly BIS Bulletin email on the bis.org.uk 
Home page. 

I hope you enjoy reading this newsletter, our 32nd edition.    

Ben Mullen, BIS (Editor) 
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BIS Update -  

In A Nutshell 
Brad Welch, BIS Manager and 
Company Secretary  

Welcome to the BIS Newsletter for Autumn/

Winter 2021.  It’s hard to believe that we are 

now into November 2021, and an entire year 

has passed since I first joined the BIS Team.  In 

fact, the last year has seen several changes to 

the Team in addition to my arrival as Manager.  

Janet Imlach stayed with us through December 

2020 to provide an adequate transition period for the 

Manager post.  Jo and Ben continue to support BIS with 

their excellent work standards as the Senior 

Biodiversity Data Officer and Communications Officer, 

respectively.  Berwyn Powell joined the team in July 

2021, working two days per week as the IT Officer.  He 

will be replacing John Robinson who has been fulfilling 

this role one day per week and is currently training 

Berwyn on our IT system and Aderyn.  John will be 

leaving BIS in December to continue his work as the 

Aderyn Developer under the guidance of Adam Rowe at 

SEWBReC.  John and Berwyn will continue to work 

together on Aderyn, so we will be in touch with John 

indirectly.  However, we wish John the best of luck as 

he shifts his focus wholly onto developing Aderyn.  BIS 

are also looking to employ a Finance Assistant 1-2 days 

per month and are working collaboratively with Colin 

Russell at WWBIC to enlist a Data Assistant or 

apprentice to help Jo with data entry and management. 

Throughout all these changes, the Team has been extremely busy, particularly over the last few months.  Jo and 

I started off the financial year contributing to Bumblebee Conservation Trust’s Welsh Landscapes for Rare 

Bumblebees Project. It was the first truly integrated LERC Wales project, calling on the different skill sets the 

four LERCs in Wales have to offer.  Despite the intensity of the project, everyone felt it was rewarding to work 

collaboratively. 

There isn’t sufficient space here to elaborate on each project, but the Team is: 

• Supporting the Wildlife Trusts’ Green Connections Powys project with recording days, SINC mapping and 

data provision; 

• Collaborating with BBNP and WTSWW to submit a bid to National Lottery Heritage fund for the Vital Signs 

monitoring proposal; 

• Delivering targeted training sessions through BBNPA’s Clif Bar funding; 

• Assisting the BBNP & Powys Local Nature Partnerships Watching Nature Recover camera trap project; 

• Mapping records for Local Wildlife Sites for BBNPA; 

• Mapping and querying data for select BBNP Local Nature Recovery Sites; 

• Serving on Steering Groups for Powys and BBNP LNPs; 

• Contributing to Wales Nature Week’s Garden Bioblitz and Big Wales Nature Quiz; 

• Undertaking the LNP Cymru locally important species pilot project;  

• Partnering the Bumblebee Conservation Trust Skills for Bees Cymru project to train new bee recorders;  

• Liaising with the Beacons Water Group with the intent to provide biological recording days across the six 

farms involved in this initiative. 

Team BIS (l-r) - Jo Millborrow, Ben Mullen, 
Brad Welch, Berwyn Powell & John Robinson 
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In addition, Jo and Ben have been enthusiastically 
increasing BIS records.  68,521 were entered in 2020-
21 alone.  BIS data were then combined with the 
records from all Welsh LERCs, plus national NRW 
datasets, in the LERC Wales ‘merged database.’  
Consequently, the total number of records for the BIS 
area (including those held by other LERCs) is now 
3.1million.  The Team continue to enter records 
regularly and have, since May, cleared the historical 
backlog of pre-2018 data.   

Also of note are the 13,442 historical records that 
were verified by county recorders in 2020-21.  BIS 
depends on Local Recorders for the supply of records 
and the verification process. As noted in Figure 1, 
nearly two-thirds of the records imported in 2020-21 
were sourced from recorders.  Thank you to all the 
recorders who volunteer their time, helping maintain 
a steady data flow and ensuring that the data are of a 
high quality. 

Figure 1: Percentage of records imported by BIS in 2020-21 from various sources. 

Thanks to Ben’s ongoing efforts social media activity 
has increased on Facebook, Twitter and now Instagram 
with a big increase in followers for each. The numerous 
zoom training events and talks can now be watched on 
our Youtube channel, along with short videos on using 
online websites and Apps to make biological records.  

The regular BIS Bulletins along with the biennial 
Recorders Newsletter has kept an increasing number of 
subscribers informed of biological recording news and 
activities in the BIS area. 

Our zoom events and training sessions proved popular 
and enabled us to increase wildlife awareness and the 
value of biological recording to a wider audience, with 
attendance ranging from 20-100 people.   

Several partnership events were held with the two 
Local Nature Partnerships, Bumblebee Conservation 
Trust and the Wildlife Trust’s Green Connections Powys 
project to promote recording with identification and 
recording events and competitions. Other conservation 
organisations and local recorders have run events for 

BIS. A large dataset was exchanged with the Ancient 
Tree Inventory (Woodland Trust) following such an 
event.  

Ben also launched the BIS 20 Recording Challenges 
during our 20th anniversary which engaged people in 
targeted recording. 

Over the past few months, BIS has developed strategic 
plans to help guide future directions.  Our overarching 
strategy will be translated into Welsh and be ready for 
publication for our Recorders Forum on 24th 
November.  Jo has developed a Data Management 
Strategy and Ben a Communications Strategy both with 
short-, medium- and long-term actions. In the coming 
months, Berwyn will be working on an IT Strategy and 
we hope to have a sustainability policy in place as well.  
Current work with our LERC Wales partners on a risk 
management tool is helping BIS formulate a risk 
management strategy of our own.  All of this work 
follows on from conversations I have had with partners 
and customers over the last 12 months.  Thank you to 
everyone for your candid contributions. 
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Last year BIS made a profit despite fears that Covid-19 

restrictions would negatively affect commercial 

income.  Peaks in commercial sales were seen in July, 

January and March.  Similar patterns are emerging for 

this year.  Simultaneously, SLAs were maintained 

across all sectors with one exception; National Trust 

are no longer a contributing partner.   In 2020-21, 52% 

of BIS funding was from SLAs, 18% core funding, 16% 

commercial income, 11% non-SLA partner work and 

3% from other sources.  Again, the same trend is 

emerging for 2021-22 because of the ongoing support 

we receive from our SLA partners.  We would like to 

thank all of our partners and clients for their 

continued support and custom. 

Figure 2: Percentage contribution to BIS income from each partner for 2020-21. 

All of this has been achieved throughout a period of 

varying Covid-19 restrictions.  Meetings, events and 

work programmes have had to be flexible, with 

interactions often being held online until recently.  

Many of us are now enjoying meeting up in person or 

attending recording days in the field (despite the rain).  

Nevertheless, there are restrictions still in place that 

dictate when and how we undertake our work.  The BIS 

Team is still working from home most days and are 

likely to continue this practice into the foreseeable 

future, though we aim to all be in the office on 

Mondays.  Thank you to our directors, partners, 

customers and colleagues for understanding these 

changing conditions and being tolerant of the 

uncertainties. 

As restrictions begin to lift, we hope to make our 

meeting room area and resources available for use by 

recorders and partners who require space or 

equipment (e.g., ID keys, microscopes).  Please speak to 

one of us if you would like to book a time slot so that 

we can ensure someone will be available in the office. 

Lastly, please remember that this year’s Recorder’s 

Forum will be held online this year via Zoom on 

Wednesday, 24th November 2021.  We have some 

fabulous speakers lined up and we hope to see you 

there! 

Once again, thank you to all of the people who 

volunteer their time and skills collating, submitting and 

verifying records.  Thank you to all of our partners and 

customers for your continued support.  And thank you 

to the BIS Team—Jo, Ben, John and Berwyn—for your 

continued dedication and diligent efforts in the face of 

adversity.   
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Jo Millborrow, BIS Senior Data Officer  
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Join us on zoom for a morning of varied talks at our Powys and Brecon Beacons Recorders 

Forum. All are welcome. Stay with us for the whole morning or dip in and out to the talks that 

interest you. 

To book visit our Eventbrite booking page or https://www.bis.org.uk/diaryevent/320 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/169640803209
https://www.bis.org.uk/diaryevent/320
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Long-horned bee,  Eucera longicornis, male: Janice Vincett 

Overall, bee and wasp records this year have seemed to 

reflect weather patterns as more were reported during 

dry, settled spells. 

July 2021 was an exceptional month for our local bee 

records, as there were two new recorded sites for the 

Long-horned bee, Eucera longicornis, in Radnorshire.  

Both were near to Rhayader, approximately seven miles 

from the town clock in two opposing directions. 

This species is especially fond of vetches and red clover, 

and is often recorded in open woodland glades, coastal 

sites and occasionally heathland (BWARS, 2021). 

Interestingly, both males were seen flying in two grass 

verges. However, local to these verges, are suitable 

herb rich grassland. 

Long-horned bees will usually nest in aggregations, in 

friable earth, exposed to the sun which helps to keep 

these nesting sites warm.  They can overwinter as 

adults apparently and have also been found in the nest 

chambers in larval cocoons. 

Male Long-horned bees have exceptionally long 

antennae, as shown below, and each segment is longer 

than other male species of bee. There are two species 

of Long-horned bee in the UK, however, Eucera 

nigrescens has not been recorded in Britain since 1970 

and is probably extinct. 

They can be on the wing from May until August, so do 

keep an eye out next year as they may be more in the 

county than previously thought.  

Bees 2021 
Janice Vincett, Vice County Recorder for 

Bees & Wasps in Radnorshire & Breconshire  
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There have been some unusual records this autumn from across the UK of bees that are usually recorded in 

springtime. In September, Pete and Ginny Clarke caught and keyed out Orange-tailed Mining bee, Andrena 

haemorrhoa, which is either late or exceedingly early for next year. 

A Sharp-tailed bee, Coelioxys species: Richard Knight                       

In August, Richard Knight photographed a Sharp-

tailed bee from his garden in Radnorshire which, 

most probably, was Coelioxys inermis. This species is 

widespread and common but not often recorded. It 

is a cleptoparasite of Megachile bees. If confirmed 

this would be the third record of Coelioxys inermis in 

Radnorshire and the 9th in the BIS area.   

Back in April, Tawny Mining bee, Andrena 

fulva, was recorded with its cleptoparasite,  

Nomada signata (right), nearby. Tawny 

Mining bees are common and widespread in 

distribution but Nomada signata is a Red 

Data Book 2 species, classed as Vulnerable 

(Falk, 1991). Luckily, Keith Noble in Brecon 

photographed both. This sighting of the 

cleptoparasite Nomada signata is the 13th 

record in the BIS area. 

Nomada signata, a cleptoparasite of the Tawny mining bee: 

Keith Noble       
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In June 2020 a lady from Berriew was admitted to 

hospital after being bitten by an Adder in her garden. 

A number of newspapers published her story, and 

predictably the articles were rather sensationalised. 

Adders are present in several areas of Wales, including 

south, north and west Wales but there are only two 

recorded (BIS) populations in Montgomeryshire. (They 

are also very scarce in middle England).  

The fact that Adders could be present in the Berriew 

area was quite a surprise, not only because of the very 

low numbers of known sites but also because the local 

habitat appears largely unsuitable, consisting of a 

network of regularly grazed grassland with only fairly 

fragmented areas of suitable habitat. 

The prospect of identifying a potential unrecorded 

Adder site so close to my home seemed like a 

challenge worth pursuing, but it proved difficult to 

trace the lady who was bitten despite a number of 

local and national newspapers publishing her story. 

In an attempt to make contact with her and to hear 

her story and to speak to other residents I wrote an 

article about Adders in the Berriew Newsletter. The 

article got a response and I was contacted by 

Charlotte, the lady who was bitten plus four other 

Berriew residents.  

Charlotte’s story was an intriguing one. She didn't see 

the Adder but was convinced it bit her when she lifted 

a small paddling pool in her garden. No serious 

symptoms occurred until several hours after the bite. 

She eventually went to Shrewsbury hospital some 24 

hours after being bitten, only to be told that it couldn’t 

have been a snake bite as there were no snakes in the 

UK! 

Eventually a South African doctor looked at her and 

immediately recognised typical snake bite symptoms 

and Charlotte was given 3 vials of European Viper 

Antiserum which reduced the symptoms almost 

immediately. 

The Curious Case of The Berriew Adder 
Barry Kemp, Powys Amphibian and Reptile Group 

Adder, Vipera berus : Barry Kemp 

Inset : Adder records in Powys & Brecon 

Beacons National Park : Aderyn  
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Compared to other venomous snakes Adder venom is not particularly potent. It is used to immobilise small, fast 

moving prey, such as mice, voles and lizards. Adder bites to humans are relatively uncommon. Each year there 

are millions of visits to areas where Adders occur, yet there are only around 50-100 adder bites to people per 

year.  Bites typically happen when an Adder is picked up, or a person treads on it. Because Adder bites to humans 

are purely defensive their bites are often “dry”, with no venom being injected.  

Despite this, Adder bites can become serious and in this case treatment was sought after 24 hours of being 

bitten, by which time there was some serious swelling and pain around the bite. 

Adders have the largest range of any terrestrial snake and are the only snake that is found within the Arctic 

Circle.  They used to occur throughout Britain (except Ireland), from the south coast of England to the far north 

of Scotland but are now facing a very serious decline in numbers across the whole of the UK. One study found 

Adder numbers had declined at 90% of sites where they are known to be present, and it is thought that they 

could all but disappear from the UK countryside by 2032. Adders are particularly vulnerable on sites where 

populations are small and fragmented, in part due to genetic bottlenecking. 

I visited Charlotte’s garden in May this year. The garden 

was fairly well managed and didn’t have any 

particularly ‘Adder friendly’ areas. The field backing on 

to her garden had some potential to provide suitable 

habitat for part of the year (it was managed for a hay 

crop) but the only permanent habitat was along the 

field margins to the south, east and west where 

hedgerow and scrubby margins were left untouched. 

Of the four other residents that contacted me all 

recalled seeing Adders in Berriew although none had 

seen one within the last 7-10 years. A visit to some of 

the areas where Adders were last seen was 

disappointing but not surprising, with a history of 

hedgerows being removed and meadows being lost to 

overgrazed grassland.  

I was also told of Adders being observed along the 

Montgomery canal around Berriew. These anecdotal 

sightings could perhaps be explained by 

misidentification since despite the Adders unique 

markings, people frequently mistake Grass snakes (and 

sometimes even Slow-worms) for Adders. Certainly 

habitat along the canal would be more favourable to 

Grass snakes than Adders. 

In May, with the farmers consent, I placed refugia 

(sheets of corrugated iron and heavy duty roofing felt) 

along the field margins. I re-visited the site on ten 

occasions between May and October, checking the 

refugia and searching adjacent vegetation along the 

field margins, as well as a large rubble pile in an 

adjacent field, which could provide good foraging and 

basking habitat for Adders. I also walked the nearby 

sections of the canal where snakes had been observed. 

Sadly very few reptile sighting were made. The refugia 

search only revealed an individual juvenile grass snake 

(on several occasions) and two female Slow-worms. 

A male Slow-worm was also observed in the adjacent 

field. No adders were observed. 

Whilst it is virtually impossible to conclude an absence 

of Adders in the area, the results of the survey would 

suggest that Adders are absent. Field voles were 

observed on two occasions during the survey. Small 

mammals (and Common lizards) make up a large part 

of an Adders diet and the former appeared to be 

present in lower numbers than occur in other localities. 

The apparent low numbers of prey items together with 

minimal numbers of other reptiles being observed may 

suggest that the area is sub-optimal for reptiles in 

general and Adders in particular. 

However some caveats should be considered. Although 

the bite occurred in mid June last year, Adders use 

different habitat areas at different times of year. By the 

time contact was made with Charlotte and other locals, 

Adders may have been active for several months prior 

to the survey and could have moved away from the 

field. Also weather patterns this year have been rather 

unusual and this could be a factor. 

I intend to continue the survey as far into October as 

the weather allows before Adders go into hibernation, 

but it looks like the mystery of the Adder bite may 

remain unsolved. 
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2021 has been the busiest year yet for the Invasive 

Non-Native Species (INNS) Team since the project 

started in 2018. Undertaking riparian surveys, 

monitoring, and control work in the River Usk and 

River Tawe catchments and more recently in the River 

Wye catchment in the Brecon Beacons. 

Post the third Covid-19 lockdown and being asked to 

‘stay local’ we initiated a survey looking for INNS 

around Brecon Town including Llanfaes. Species found 

to date include Bamboo, Buddleia, Cherry Laurel, 

Cotoneaster, False Acacia, Montbretia and 

Rhododendron.  

In the Upper Usk Valley, Himalayan balsam has been 

controlled at 21 sites this year compared to 5 in 2019, 

and the INNS Team has assisted volunteers 

from Brecon Volunteer Bureau, PLAN Brecon 

and Llangattock Community Woodland 

Group to clear balsam at the Promenade and 

Island Fields in Brecon and Ty’r Ash in 

Crickhowell.  A new community group from 

Talybont began clearing balsam in the 

Caerfanell Valley.  

We would like to take this opportunity to 

thank all the volunteers for all their efforts. 

Balsam has also been found and controlled 

on two tributaries of the River Usk, namely 

the Afon Tarell and Afon Ysgir.  

In the Upper Tawe Valley, Himalayan balsam 

has been controlled at 10 sites compared to 

3 in 2019. One site with a Public Right of 

Way near the source of the balsam in the 

Glyntawe area has been cleared over 5 work 

party sessions and signage erected 

explaining to visitors to the area why the 

invasive plant is being removed (Figure 1).  

In July, the INNS Team, along with the 

National Park’s Eastern Wardens Team, 

assisted Natural Resources Wales at Llangors 

Lake, a Special Area of Conservation (SAC), 

with the removal of a recently discovered 

infestation of Himalayan balsam. 

Raising the profile and awareness of INNS 

continues to be a key part of the project and 

has recently led to the first reporting of 

American skunk-cabbage in the National 

Park outside of ornamental gardens. 

Invaders of the National Park - an update 
David Jermyn, Brecon Beacons National Park Authority, INNS Team 

Figure 1 – Balsam signs on PRoW at 
Glyntawe : D. Jermyn, BBNPA  
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How you can help the Project? 

Report sightings of invasive non-native species using the LERC Wales App or online using BIS Wired. Alternatively 

send your INNS records directly to the Local Environmental Records Centre covering the Brecon Beacons National  

Park area,  BIS. 

(When recording Himalayan balsam use Indian balsam or Impatiens glandulifera - Editor) 

  

If you are interested in helping with, or would like any further information on the project, please contact 

Beverley.Lewis@beacons-npa.gov.uk Tel: 07854 997 508. 

Remember, you can help protect the environment by adopting the national campaign to ‘Check, Clean, Dry’ your 

clothing, footwear, equipment (bikes, canoes and fishing rods) and your four-legged friends (dogs & horses) for 

any plant fragments or seeds after visiting, and before your next visit to the countryside, to help prevent the 

spread of INNS from one area to another. These simple actions are termed Bio-security – these measures if 

undertaken will reduce the risk of the transmission of INNS and other harmful pests and diseases.  

Phase two of the Japanese knotweed control 

programme was undertaken again by a specialist 

contractor in early autumn which saw 216 knotweed 

sites treated at 40 locations along the River Usk 

between Aberbran and Llansantffraed (Figure 2). We 

would like to thank all 38 landowners, who have been 

contacted to-date as part of the knotweed survey and 

control programme, who all kindly gave access to their 

land.  Without their support this programme would not 

be possible. 

Figure 2 – Treating Japanese knotweed 
near Brecon: D. Jermyn, BBNPA  

https://www.bis.org.uk/about_us/contact_us
mailto:Beverley.Lewis@beacons-npa.gov.uk
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Greenfinch Survey in Brecon—Summer 2021 
Alan Salter, Recorder & Andy King, Vice County Recorder for Birds in Breconshire 

Background 

The attractive Greenfinch is a familiar bird of well-

wooded farmland, villages and towns. This resident 

species is still found widely across Wales, but it is now 

the second most severely-declining species in Wales 

(after Swift). A long-term trend of -71% (1995-2018) is 

significant enough for it to be a candidate for imminent 

addition to the UK Red List.  The purpose of this survey 

is to quantify numbers and to identify where within the 

built-up area of Brecon this species breeds. 

The main reason for the UK decline is believed to be 

disease, caused by Trichomonosis, a parasitic disease 

principally affecting salivary glands. Greenfinch has 

been most severely affected, although other finches can 

be infected raising the assumption that the disease can 

spread at garden feeding stations. The BTO Garden 

BirdWatch Survey suggests a recent fall in occupancy 

from 80% to 40% of UK gardens (primarily in winter). 

During the breeding season Greenfinches favour parks, 

mature gardens and amenity areas, churchyards in 

towns and villages, especially those with relatively tall, 

bushy evergreens eg yew, and ornamental conifers such 

as Leylandii. Nests can be sited at heights of 2m – 10m, 

and pairs can be semi-colonial in the best pieces of 

breeding habitat.  

Survey Aims and coverage 

The primary aim of this survey is to attempt to 

determine how abundant Greenfinches are within the 

built-up area and immediate vicinity of Brecon. 

Observations have been carried out by local bird-

watchers concerned at the steep decline of this 

attractive finch. The built-up area of Brecon Town was 

divided into eight relatively equal survey sections. 

Methodology 

The methodology used was based on simple 

observation and recording, which hopefully can be 

replicated by other bird-watchers in the larger towns 

and villages across the BIS area. Greenfinch are 

relatively early breeders, and therefore first visits were 

carried out between mid-March and the end of April. 

Greenfinch can have up to three broods during the 

summer, so if birds were slow to set up territories then 

they would be picked up at later visits in May and June. 

The main guidance given to volunteer surveyors was:   

• To leave at least three weeks between visits. 

• Carry binoculars to confirm Greenfinch sightings,  

but be mindful of prolonged or potentially 

intrusive viewing, eg into gardens or play areas. If 

necessary, return to the area or street again a 

short time later. 

• Visits should not exceed 3 hours in duration. 

• Aim to survey in the morning (between 7 – 11am) 

or in the evening. 

Prior to surveying, try to get familiar with the 

‘wheezing’ song and calls of Greenfinch (eg www.xeno-

canto.org or www.bto.org ) as these are most likely to 

aid finding Greenfinch. 

 

Be aware that recently-fledged family parties in May/

June can be especially noisy with begging calls heard at 

some distance (use FL breeding code). Fledged juveniles 

are drab, streaky-brown and show virtually no green, 

but 1-2 adults are likely to be close by. 

Results 

It was shown that large areas of Brecon Town held no 

Greenfinch in summer, even in areas where suitable 

habitat is available. Birds were found, however, on the 

perimeter of the built-up area, and found to be 

breeding in manicured often highly disturbed locations. 

Thirteen territories were identified with possible, 

probable or confirmed breeding, figure 1. 

Acknowledgments 

Grateful thanks to the surveyors who carried out section visits: Alan Salter, Andrew King, Janos Foldi, Keith Noble 

and Linda Windham and to BIS for the supply of field survey maps, and final territory map.  

http://www.xeno-canto.org/
http://www.xeno-canto.org/
http://www.bto.org/
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Figure 1 - Map showing eight survey 
sections, and the location of the 13 
Greenfinch territories. 

Inset - bathing male Greenfinch in 
breeding plumage : Keith Noble 

Discussion 

As far as I am aware this is the first survey of 

Greenfinches in Brecon due to relatively recent 

concerns caused by Trichomonosis disease. This has 

decimated the population throughout the UK since it 

was first discovered in Greenfinch in 2005. 

The results from the eight survey sections (figure 1) 

show that Brecon Cemetery is at the heart of the local 

Greenfinch population with half the town’s breeding 

birds nesting there. Brecon Cemetery, and to a lesser 

extent the Church of St David in Llanfaes, offer Yew 

trees that provide good nesting habitat in dense cover. 

Further afield it appears that well established conifers 

of the Cupressus leylandii species, and proximity to 

garden feeding stations may be also significant. 

Conclusion 

This survey in 2021 has revealed that the summer 

breeding Greenfinch population in Brecon is not strong. 

It is clear that it is well-established conifers that provide 

the only nesting habitat.  

 

 

Recommendations 

Gardeners and home-owners might consider 

maintaining their current conifers and yew trees to 

encourage use by Greenfinches – this would ideally be 

associated with winter feeding on bird-tables.   

An intended action following this survey is to impress 

on site managers and home-owners with suitable 

habitat to retain dense conifers to continue to provide 

breeding habitat. Brecon Cemetery has been shown to 

be where the densest colonial breeding occurs, and 

therefore there is a need to impress on site managers 

the importance of maintaining (or increasing) scattered 

yews. 

One of the main reasons for carrying out this survey 

within Brecon has been to develop survey methodology 

in the hope that other bird-watchers, gardeners, Town 

and Community Councils, etc might wish to undertake a 

similar survey to identify areas of importance for 

Greenfinch in their own communities, and to take 

positive action for Greenfinches afterwards. With 

current declines there is a real risk that we could lose 

this species, and there is a pressing need to take steps 

towards their protection. 
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Recording Species Beside the Usk Floodplain 
Ceri Leigh 

I have always been interested in natural history and 

formerly worked at the Natural History Museum in 

London, where in 1995, we created a wildlife garden as 

an outdoor exhibition. In my lunch hours, I set up and 

ran a monitoring scheme, publishing the results with 

my science colleagues and since then, over 3,000 

species of plants and animals have been recorded at 

the site.  

I’m retired now and struggle with my mental health, 

but I’ve always found nature restorative and calming. 

As a distraction from anxiety, I began taking 

photographs, mostly on my phone, of the plants and 

animals in our garden and the surrounding area. I am 

lucky to live here, in the peaceful mountains of the 

Brecon Beacons on the edge of the floodplain. Our large 

garden is wildlife-friendly, with a stream running 

through the middle, hedges and mature trees that host 

birds and squirrels and a small meadow full of native 

grasses, flowers and untouched areas, to attract 

different species. I’ve recorded around 400 species in 

the garden so far and all help is welcome. 

Mute Swan, Cygnus olor : Ceri Leigh  
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On 1 January, 2020, I began 

journaling my observations 

alongside my photographs. As 

for all of us back then, I had 

no idea that a pandemic 

would soon change the world. 

With lockdowns and national 

restrictions in place, there 

was less traffic on the roads in 

the beautiful Usk countryside, 

and I was able to clearly hear 

the birds singing.  

Journaling and taking pictures 

of the wildlife in my garden 

became an important focus 

for me and I record the 

species I find with BIS. I think 

it’s really important to record 

the species we observe to 

build a bigger picture of 

natural history across Wales 

and the UK. 

I encourage everyone to look 

out for wildlife in their own 

local environment. Only by an awareness of our 

connection to the environment can we appreciate the 

natural world around us and protect it for future 

generations. Even in towns and cities it can be 

surprising how many species of plants and animals are 

there if you take a moment to pause and look around.  

Watching the floodplain closely over the course of a 

year has been fascinating. Raging storms in the 

wintertime cause the dark waters of the Usk river to 

rise rapidly across the floodplain and Canada geese 

gather in large flocks to feed at the waterside.  

Come spring, all is quiet. The grass and trees grow 

anew in shades of pale green, robins and redstarts 

build nests in our garden and swans sail serenely past 

the riverbend. Delights in the garden as spring 

approaches are the myriad damselflies; common blue 

and beautiful demoiselle, flitting around the meadow 

grasses, sunlight catching their wings, and the 

butterflies – a ringlet pausing in the grass, a peacock 

butterfly spreading its colourful eyed wings or a huge 

hawkmoth sitting on the post-box in the evening. 

To the summer, when sunshine highlights the nooks 

and crannies of the mountains and birds soar high 

over the floodplain.  

And then in the autumn, when the whole land turns 

golden in this ever-changing vista and I watch mallards 

and goosanders float by. 

It has been interesting to note exactly when various 

creatures come and go and a privilege to watch them. 

Tawny owls hoot at night, calling to each other across 

the floodplain and occasionally I catch a glimpse as 

one flies back to the garden, batting its eyes at me. A 

rabbit, rapidly eating the ox-eye daisies on the garden 

bank amuses me as it hardly pauses for air. Slow-

worms basking, their little bodies shining golden in the 

sunlight as they slither away undercover. Squirrels 

cheekily investigate the birdfeeder before leaping 

back to the cover of trees and a chaffinch watches me 

from the windowsill.  

Life on the floodplain goes on. Wildlife has always 

helped with my anxiety and the garden is my refuge – 

and a refuge for wildlife.  

Website: NatureArt.uk     

Instagram: Ramalina     

Twitter: @DiaryWildlife 

My journal and photographs are 

now published. I hope that readers 

may find the same meditative 

quality reading my book as I have 

found documenting, photographing 

and journaling my experience of life 

on the floodplain.  

‘Life on the Floodplain’ is 

available to order from local 

bookshops and online via the 

Wildlife Trust and all major 

retailers, at £24.99.  
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More recently, in 2018, the Hogg family teamed up 

with Action for Conservation (AFC) – a pioneering youth 

engagement charity – and the Davies family, long-

standing tenants on the estate who farm suckler beef 

cattle and upland sheep. They are all working with 25 

young environmental ambassadors from both the local 

area and further afield, who have formed a Youth 

Leadership Group (YLG), and are playing an active role 

in shaping the aims and the direction of the project.  

One of the key aims is to restore biodiversity and 

natural processes to a large 400-acre block of the 

estate, through a blend of conservation practices, 

nature-friendly farming and forestry. The team are also 

looking to develop Penpont as 

an educational hub for other 

young people to connect with 

nature and take part in 

conservation and land-based 

activities. Whilst the pandemic 

has restricted on-site meetings 

at Penpont, the YLG have 

continued to work on the project 

through various online 

platforms, alongside research 

field-trips to Knepp Wildlands in 

Sussex and Old Lands in 

Monmouthshire.  

Penpont is a 2,000-acre estate situated on the banks of the River Usk, four miles due west of Brecon. 

Environmental stewardship and sustainability have been guiding principles for the current owners, Gavin and 

Davina Hogg, since they first arrived in 1992. Penpont was one of the first properties in Wales to install a large 

biomass boiler, fuelled by timber sustainably harvested from the estate’s woodlands and forestry. Alongside 

the sensitive restoration of listed buildings, the walled gardens have been revitalised and now produce a range 

of organic fruit and vegetables sold through a farm-shop on site.  

The Penpont Project - “An intergenerational journey to restore biodiversity” 

Forrest Hogg 

Members of the Youth Leadership Group in the 

woods at Penpont, including Deep, Khadijah, Hana 

and Conor (front, left to right) 

Gavin and Davina’s son, Forrest, is helping to 

coordinate the project. “We are entering a critical 

period - the undeniable impacts of climate and 

ecological breakdown are unfolding. Species are 

declining and key ecosystems, such as our rivers, are 

deteriorating. Collective action is urgently required to 

halt and reverse these trends. Our initiative at Penpont 

joins a growing number of imaginative land-based 

projects that serve the wider community. We have the 

tools – regenerative agriculture, continuous cover 

forestry, habitat restoration, rewilding – and now we 

need more real-world examples that blend these 

approaches with innovative and inclusive governance 

structures.”  

The Youth Leadership at the Walled Gardens at Penpont 
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From the outset, the team recognised the need to be 

evidence-based and a range of baseline studies have 

been conducted with various experts. An ‘extended’ 

phase 1 habitat survey revealed pockets of wildflower 

rich grasslands – important seed banks to help improve 

grassland biodiversity across a wider site. The team are 

partnering up with entomologist Liam Olds, and local 

ecologists Andy King and John Wilson, on thorough 

invertebrate surveys, including moth trapping. Local 

Birder, Mark Waldron, has assessed the status of the 

bird population on site using the BTO’s breeding bird 

survey methodology. Combined with phase 2 botanical 

surveys, camera trapping, drone imagery and soil 

sampling, these surveys represent a strong 

baseline for monitoring change as well as 

informing changes to land management practices.  

Whilst adjusting grazing regimes will be key to 

nature’s recovery, both the Hoggs and the Davies 

acknowledge the commercial pressures at stake 

whilst recognising the need for change. “It’s taken 

away the polarisation of the debate,” points out 

Sally. “The landlords, us – the farmers – and the 

young ambassadors all have equal input and 

importance. They respect the fact that we have to 

make a living from the land, but we also respect 

that things have to change. There is a climate crisis 

and a biodiversity problem and we want to help 

address that. Going forward, if there is a progressive 

agricultural policy, farmers can be the key to solving 

these problems instead of being viewed – as they have 

been in the past – as a problem.” 

Youth Leadership Group Member Deep, 17, from 

London, also recognises the potential impact that the 

new subsidy regime could have on the environment. He 

explains that “70% of the UK’s land is in farming, so if 

the new subsidy scheme places more emphasis on 

environmental stewardship, we could have an effective 

way to restore nature. This is really important as the UK 

is one of the most nature-depleted countries in the 

world.” 

Tree planting, pre-pandemic 

Ecological surveys have been central to the opening phase of the project 
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So, what next for the Penpont Project? “This August, 

we finally managed to get together for a week – for 

the first time since the outbreak,” Forrest explains. 

“With help from the Gaia Foundation, another one of 

our charitable partners, we completed a series of 

participatory future visioning exercises, with the 

young people, farmers and foresters, looking 60 years 

down the line at what we would like to see, sense and 

feel here at Penpont. Now we’re at the interesting 

point of looking at practical pathways forwards to 

achieve that vision.”  

Hana, 16, from Sheffield, who participated in the 

visioning workshops elaborates on these 

ambitions. “I hope we're able to create a hub for 

community and culture on the estate and that for 

generations to come people will come to the 

estate for education and experiences within 

nature. I hope for it to be a place where people can 

feel connected to nature and where people live in 

harmony with the natural world regardless of what 

the future looks like.” Ellen, 14, from Defynnog 

close to Penpont, believes “that the project will 

contribute to a more biodiverse landscape, be an 

example of real action and youth engagement.”  

Similarly, Gwen, 16, from Ystradfellte, sees the 

project as a catalyst for other projects following a 

similar vein. “I hope the project will inform and 

inspire others to connect with nature and support 

conservation projects. I hope the project will allow 

for the reintroduction of species and increase 

biodiversity with improved habitats, as one thing 

we discussed in the future mapping was the return 

of beavers and otters, which we all saw as an 

important feature and indicator of a flourishing 

environment. Along with wetlands, I would like to 

see better wildflower meadows, wood-pasture and 

forestry with more variety of plant species.” 

Future mapping sessions, summer 2021 

For further information go to https://www.actionforconservation.org/penpont and if you would like to speak to the 
team or to get involved email Forrest  forrest@actionforconservation.org 

https://www.actionforconservation.org/penpont
mailto:forrest@actionforconservation.org
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Knighton Community Woodlands Group, whose 

members are known as “the Woodlanders”, is local 

people coming together and enjoying, conserving and 

enriching our environment.  We learn and share 

woodland skills, use those skills to improve habitats 

for wildlife, have access to affordable woodland 

products, and have fun!   

For over 10 years we have brought together 

volunteers from Knighton, Kington, Presteigne, 

Bucknell and surrounds.  We formed because we are 

keen to work collectively, to learn new skills and to 

actively engage with our local environment, rather 

than just admiring it.  We learn from and help each 

other, achieving much more than we would working 

individually.  Over the years, we have gained 

recognised qualifications in woodland management, 

first aid and chainsaw operation. 

Many of us use wood for heating, so we have learnt 

how to grow and dry our own fuel, and ensure that 

the wood we use comes from a sustainable source. To 

us, ‘sustainable’ means well-managed local woodlands 

where the emphasis is on wildlife and people, as well 

as production. We want to ensure that the wood we 

take is being replaced by new growth, and is properly 

seasoned, in order to minimise our carbon emissions.  

Neglected woods can become dark places, without 

variation, reducing the wildlife that can live in them.  

Our traditional management practices, such as 

coppicing, make woodlands more open and varied and 

so can benefit a range of plants, insects and other 

species. 

Thanks to funding from Natural Resources Wales, we 

will soon be training volunteers in how to carry out 

biodiversity surveys in the woods we work in.  Our aim 

is to ensure that our woodland management activities 

will protect and enhance the wildlife we live 

alongside.  If you are interested in volunteering with 

us, and receiving the training, then please get in 

touch. 

Email: woodland@tveg.org.uk  

Telephone: 01547 520374 

Website: 

http://tveg.org.uk/wordpress/woodland-project  

Volunteer with the Woodlanders 

Gary Cowell, a Woodlander volunteer, Knighton Community Woodlands Group  

Training Course on Ancient Woodland Indicator Species : Knighton Community Woodlands Group  

mailto:woodland@tveg.org.uk
http://tveg.org.uk/wordpress/woodland-project
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Recorder of the Season 
Jackie Newey is our Recorder of the Season.  An active recorder in Montgomeryshire, Jackie 
was a recent winner of the LNP / BIS Competition -  Wildlife on My Doorstep. 

What first got you interested in wildlife? 

Just before moving to Powys in 1990 it began to sink 

in what a terrible state so much of the British 

countryside was in due to human activities over 

decades.  So many species were (and still are) at risk 

of extinction, and habitat destruction continues to be 

a huge issue. I wanted to do my bit for Nature and 

joined the Montgomeryshire Wildlife Trust to find out 

more. Then when we moved to a rural spot a few 

years later we were gobsmacked by the beauty of all 

the plants, animals and birds. Just seeing, on a daily 

basis, the wondrous sight of a Jay flying across the 

valley or a Slow-worm slithering by in our compost 

heap felt like such a privilege. I never stopped being 

captivated by Nature and realised that recording was 

a) a brilliant way to learn more and b) potentially 

beneficial to organisations with far more clout than I 

would ever have to help bring about change in the 

way the countryside is hopefully better managed and 

protected in the future. 

 

The most useful tool / IT that you use to 

record wildlife? 

Tool: It has to be whichever camera I have on me at 

the time. I have a Canon mirrorless camera which is 

my favourite, especially for close up photography, but 

my smartphone will suffice in an emergency! One day 

I'd love to invest in a decent lens for bird photography 

in the garden, but right now there are plenty of 

wildflowers and moths to record and I have the kit for 

that. 

IT: I use the LERC Wales App to record wildlife on my 

phone – really easy to use and highly recommend it. 

Jackie with her new moth trap and ID guidebook 
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Mother Bear chilling.  Paul Leafe. 

Most memorable wildlife experience? 

The first time I saw a polecat near to home. Never 

been so excited! We've spotted them a couple of 

times since on the camera trap we bought and set up 

earlier this year. 

And if I'm allowed a second experience – it was 

recording all the Pied flycatcher chicks which hatched 

here this year – it's our second year as British Trust 

for Ornithology nest recorders with a focus on Pied 

flycatchers. We recorded about 60 chicks this year 

and seeing some of them grow from tiny pink 

reptilian like creatures with punky hairstyles to fully 

grown birds was absolutely thrilling! (We won't talk 

about those which succumbed to starvation and 

squirrel predation – Nature can obviously be very 

cruel sometimes – but it's all part of the learning 

process for us as recorders). 

 

Recommend a good place to see wildlife  

Our garden is absolutely the best place for me as 

it's literally on the doorstep! Wildlife is 

everywhere and I enjoy building up a record of 

what is in this one place in the Upper Severn 

Valley near Llanidloes which is so special to me. 

I'm always amazed at the sheer number and 

variety of wildlife species we encounter and to be 

honest there is still so much to see and learn here 

I could be busy for years yet! I've only just started 

on moths! We've recorded birds for the 

Montgomeryshire Wildlife Trust bird survey for 

about 20 years now. But whilst we've always 

noticed wild flowers, trees, insects and mammals it's 

only in the last couple of years that we've started 

recording them. 

 

What species would you most like to be? 

A different one every week! It's too hard to just 

choose one. But this week I'd like to be a Dipper 

messing around on the banks of the infant River 

Severn – one of my favourite places, one of my 

favourite birds – the sound of the river rushing by – a 

stream one minute the next a raging torrent. Alder, 

oak, ash and willow fringing the river banks, with 

swathes of Wood anemones or Meadowsweet 

beneath depending on the season. 

 

Have you any tips for recording wildlife for a 

beginner? 

Three quick tips: 

• Link up with an expert! When I first started 

looking for wildflowers I linked up with the then 

Welsh Officer of the Botanical Society of the 

British Isles and ended up walking miles around 

mid Powys with her learning all about 

wildflowers. 

• Sign up for some of the free online courses with 

BIS. They're later uploaded to YouTube – really 

helpful. My first was about camera traps and 

gave me the confidence to go ahead and give 

one a go. 

• Search out useful websites. When it comes to 

beginner moth ID, I'm finding local blog posts 

the best so far – Powys, Ceredigion & 

Carmarthenshire all have great sites which I've 

bookmarked for future reference. 

 

Top tip when recording? 
Don't have preconceived ideas about what you might 

encounter! That way leads to disappointment as 

invariably what you hope for never shows. I prefer to 

be pleasantly surprised by what does appear on any 

given day (or night). 

 

What species first would you like to see next?  
I would love to see an Otter in the wild one day. We 

live next to the River Severn, and there have been 

sightings in Llanidloes in the past I believe, but 

nothing here yet. Still, taking into account my Top Tip 

when Recording I'm generally just very happy to see 

what does show up. 

Jackie regularly shares her photos on Twitter 
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New Nature Recovery Tool for the 
Brecon Beacons Local Nature Partnership 
Rebecca Price, Ecologist, Brecon Beacons National Park Authority 

The Brecon Beacons Local Nature Partnership is pleased to launch its new Web Mapping Portal – “The Brecon 

Beacons Nature Recovery Tool”. The tool which has been developed over the last year is thanks to the collective 

hard work of WWBIC and SEWBReC. The mapping portal provides Local Nature Partners access to a suite of 

ecological GIS-layers. Together, these maps are intended to be one part of the picture in helping inform decisions 

on where to focus efforts for nature recovery networks. 

A key part of the project was to attempt to present, in a 
spatial format, a baseline for ecosystem resilience (and 
its key attributes) and importantly to do this at a local 
level. Building on work done previously by SEWBReC, 
WWBIC, and others, the project created ecosystem 
resilience as well as habitat network/connectivity 
opportunities GIS-layers for the National Park and 
brings them together with existing data into the web 
mapping portal.  A biodiversity hotspots layer was also 
created. The portal which allows users to interact and 
overlay data on basemaps and view at a wide range of 
scales, makes it a tool for helping identify opportunities 

and support project planning from small local projects 
to strategic plans.   

Since the introduction of the Environment (Wales) Act 
2016, public bodies including National Park Authorities 
have sought to meet their duty under Section 6, “to 
maintain and enhance biodiversity and promote the 
resilience of ecosystems.”  The Local Nature Recovery 
Action Plan (NRAP) is a key mechanism for guiding 
practical actions to help achieve this through the LNP. 
Yet working out what ecosystem resilience really “looks 
like” and how to assess it in the context of the National 
Park is no easy challenge.  

 Figure 1: Overall Ecosystem Resilience Map (Brecon Beacons National Park)  
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In Wales, ecosystem resilience is generally considered 
in a framework of five attributes given the acronym 
DECCA (Diversity, Extent, Condition, Connectivity, 
Adaptability). These attributes were recently mapped at 
1km2 resolution for Wales(1), with the information 
made available on the Natural Resources Wales (NRW) 
Wales Environmental Information Portal.  The Brecon 
Beacons NP project further developed the methods 
used, to model and map the first four of these 
attributes at a finer scale. The intention being to make 
the mapped data relevant and understandable at a 
local level.  The approach involved mapping a series of 
different “factors” in order to model each attribute and 
ultimately produce an overall ecological resilience layer. 

Via the data portal, users can view each of the twelve 
resulting data layers for the features employed in 
modelling each of the 4 selected attributes.  

The outputs from this project should be a resource to 
support the current and future Brecon Beacons Nature 
Recovery Action Plan.  It is envisaged that new data 
gathered through projects on the ground will become 
incorporated into the tool through a process of 
improvement, thus the vision for the tool is very much 
a living, evolving one. With this in mind Partners are 
encouraged to use, test and provide feedback on the 
mapping so hopefully its relevance to the local situation 
and needs of the partnership can continue to be 
increased. 

 (1) Naumann, E.-K., Medcalf, K., 2020. Current relative value (CuRVe) map atlas for ecosystem resilience in Wales. NRW Evidence 
Report No: 415, 88pp, Natural Resources Wales, Bangor 

Figure 2: Map showing the final outputs for the Connectivity Opportunities layers for Broadleaved Woodland. 

The final project report will be available shortly, detailing the methods (and “maths”) employed and the 

limitations.  

Thanks go to Welsh Government for funding to support commissioning the mapping, to those LNP partners who 

input into the project, to our project steering group: Stephanie Coates (WTSWW) Brad Welch (BIS) and Anita 

Glover (VWT), as well as course the SEWBReC and WWBIC project team. 

For more information or to obtain log on details to access the tool please contact: Rebecca Price, BBNPA 

Ecologist, Email: Rebecca.price@beacons-npa.gov.uk  

mailto:Rebecca.price@beacons-npa.gov.uk
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Moths in a Cypress Hedge 
Keith Noble 

Our garden in Brecon is shielded from the road by a 

trimmed cypress hedge and a house-high tree. They 

are home to three moths whose caterpillars eat only 

cypress and have few records in the BIS area. All are 

colonists which are spreading north and west. Cypress 

Pug was first recorded in Britain in 1959, Argyresthia 

trifasciata in 1982 and Argyresthia cupressella in 

1997, reaching Wales in 2009. 

Sorting a recent catch for the Garden Moths Scheme 

on September 6th I found a Pug which I had not seen 

before. Unlike some others,  this was quite distinctive 

in shape and markings and from the Field Guide was 

clearly Cypress Pug. The Brecknock Moth Group 

website held no previous record and the Distribution 

Map on Aderyn showed 418 records in 28 squares. 

They were spread from Chepstow to Marloes with 

most in and around Cardiff, and just two outliers at 

Llandyssil, Montgomeryshire and Pentraeth, Anglesey.  

I first saw the tiny Argyresthia trifasciata in the hedge 

in 2016 and it has appeared each summer since.  It 

was first noted locally in Llangynidr in 2015 and has 

also been seen in Beacons Park, Brecon.  Dates range 

between 10th May and 19th June. Alongside it on 1st 

June last year I found  another moth of similar size but 

different pattern which proved to be Argyresthia 

cupressella with one previous Brecknock record at 

Cefn Coed. It has since been seen there again and in 

Beacons Park, Brecon. The distribution of both species 

on Aderyn, with just a few records away from south 

Wales, is similar to Cypress Pug. 

Their food plants are common, useful if not always 

liked, so these spreading specialist moths are likely to 

be recorded more often. 

Cypress Pug, Eupithecia phoeniceata 

Inset left - Argyresthia cupressella 

Inset right - Argyresthia trifasciata   : Keith Noble 
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While dog walking along the Riverside path from Erwood 

station on Friday 17th September 2021, we noticed a 

colourful larva lying along a hazel twig. It had a resemblance 

to a couple of moth larvae except that it had too many legs 

and a black face. We took some photos and looked for 

feeding signs on the hazel but found nothing. Looking 

overhead, we noticed that there was a pine tree. 

We delved on the internet at home for an ID and realized 

that it was Diprion similis or Imported Pine Sawfly. We 

recorded it via the LERC Wales App and it has been verified.  

It appears not only new for Radnorshire but only the second 

record in Wales where it was recorded at Cors Fochno, 

Aberystwyth in 1984 by Ian Wallace. Also, according to 

iRecord and NBN there are only a dozen records in the rest 

of the UK dating from 1947. Two other recent records in 

2021 are from Wareham Forest in Dorset and a woodland in 

Northumberland. 

(A check on Aderyn confirms the Cor Fochno sighting as the 

only record in Aderyn making this sighting by Pete & Ginny 

only the second record for Wales : Editor) 

Imported Pine Sawfly found in Radnorshire 
Pete & Ginny Clarke, Vice County Recorders for Moths in Radnorshire  

Diprion similis larvae : Pete & Ginny Clarke 

I have been attempting to find 

clearwing moths using the 

commercially available 

pheromone lures without 

success. This year for the first 

time I deployed them in 

conjunction with a small plastic 

trap in which they can be left 

for hours at a time. I have had 

some success and twice 

recorded Yellow-legged 

Clearwing in my Llangorse 

garden, in both cases after 

leaving the trap out all 

afternoon during which time I 

went shopping! (These 

sightings are a first (&2nd!) for 

Breconshire:  Editor) 

Luring Clearwings 
Norman Lowe, Vice County Recorder for Moths in Breconshire  

Yellow-legged clearwing, Synanthedon vespiformis 

Inset - Clearwing Trap : Norman Lowe 
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Community Nature Recovery Grants – Autumn/Winter 
Maria Golightly, Brecon Beacons Local Nature Partnership Implementation Officer 

The small grants scheme run by the Brecon Beacons 

Local Nature Partnership is a great way to purchase 

equipment needed for community fieldwork and 

species recording.  Could your local recording group 

benefit from a grant of up to £500? 

Two recent award examples are the purchase of 

equipment to assist with insect recording and water 

testing kits for surveying mammals. 

It’s great to see these grants being used to increase our 

knowledge of local habitats and wildlife and the 

recording of them. 

The grants of up to £500 can be used by any community 

group that wishes to carry out nature related work 

within the Brecon Beacons National Park. At this time of 

year your group may be thinking about autumn & 

winter wildlife-related works such as hedge laying and 

tree planting. 

To discuss your idea get in touch with Maria on 

NatureRecovery@beacons-npa.gov.uk  if you want to 

chat about your idea for nature and receive the (very 

simple) application pack – Be quick as the next panel is 

on 19th  November 2021. 

Local Nature Partnerships :  
Wildlife on my Doorstep Competition  
Ben Mullen, BIS Communications Officer 

BIS teamed up with both Local Nature Partnerships (LNPs) in our area, the Powys LNP and Brecon Beacons LNP, 

to encourage biological recording by offering three £100 vouchers for the Natural History Book Service as prizes. 

The three winners have been chosen and share with us how they have used the vouchers.   

“I was delighted to receive the £100 NHBS voucher from my entry into the Wildlife on my Doorstep competition. 

I have used the voucher for a British Wildlife magazine subscription and a 

pair of Opticron Explorer binoculars. The magazine will keep me 

informed and up to date with British wildlife news and conservation 

projects and give me tips on how and where to spot species. The 

binoculars are lightweight and robust and now permanently in my 

rucksack to help with spotting and identifying species and habitats 

whenever I go walking. This will be a great help towards making 

biological records using BIS Wired and so helping science and 

conservation.” 

Kelda Jones 

mailto:NatureRecovery@beacons-npa.gov.uk
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“I have always been interested in nature and 

have pursued a career in the environmental 

sector but the global pandemic and resulting 

lockdown really made me appreciate the 

wildlife on my doorstep. The simple pleasure 

of watching the nature in my garden and the 

local environment has really helped me 

through this challenging time.  At the same 

time, it has made me realise that my 

identification skills need work, particularly if I 

wish to record my sightings. I have used my 

vouchers to stock up on insect and plant 

identification sheets. I also treated myself to 

a book on close up and macro photography 

to enable me to share better photos of the 

wildlife I see, hopefully correctly identified!” 

Rosie Teasdale 

“I love finding out more about the diverse wildlife in 

the Upper Severn Valley where I live near Llanidloes 

in North Powys. It all started with recording wild 

flowers for #WildflowerHour on Twitter, but there is 

so much to learn about different aspects of local 

wildlife and I enjoy photographing and 

uploading finds to the LERC (Local Environmental 

Records Centre) App when I have time. We can all do 

our bit to encourage habitats which appeal to 

wildlife. An untidy garden is a real benefit to many 

wonderful wild creatures as we have discovered here 

over the years! 

Winning a £100 voucher in the Wildlife on my 

Doorstep competition organised by the Powys Nature 

Partnership means I can invest in my first ever moth 

trap and start to learn more about the moths that 

share this little patch of Powys with us. I currently 

know very little about moths, so it's the start of a 

whole new adventure! I've also invested in a moth 

field guide because I need all the help I can get as a 

beginner! Moths generally seem to receive less 

attention than butterflies, but they are just as 

beautiful. There are so many different species, such 

as these caught in my first use of the moth trap and 

I'd be chuffed to contribute, even in a very small way, 

to knowledge about them locally.” 

Jackie Newey 
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BIS 20 Challenges 

Ben Mullen, BIS Communications Officer 

The BIS 20 Challenges, set to encourage biological recording during our 20th 

anniversary year, have encouraged recording by providing a focus and, as an 

added incentive have included a prize with all those who completed the 

challenge being entered into a prize draw (Table 1).  

The initial challenges, to record trees and birds followed our zoom talks on 

these subjects, provided an activity to take part in following the event talks. 

The Towards 3 Million challenge enabled general recording of any wildlife and 

helped us reach 3 million records in the BIS area (Powys & Brecon Beacons 

National Park).  

Carrying on the general recording theme our Unrecorded Squares challenge 

focused recording on the 131 monads (1km squares) where we held no 

records. The prize for this challenge was kindly donated by the Powys Local 

Nature Partnership giving the prize winner £50 to spend at the Natural History 

Book Service (NHBS).  This is possibly our most challenging challenge as most 

unrecorded monads are remote and without good access or public rights of 

way.  With more records to come at least 10 monads were recorded for the 

first time during this challenge.  

Our current Autumnal 10 challenge highlights 10 easy to spot species that are 

around during autumn and the final BIS 20 Challenge will focus on winter 

recording - a time when less biological records are submitted.  

Thanks to all who have taken part in our challenges and congratulations to the 

winners. 

Challenge 
No. of Recorders 

Taking Part 

Records 

made 
Prize winner 

Record A Tree 9 192 Victoria Roberts 

Record A Bird 9 487 Janet Imlach 

Towards 3 Million 14 1,662 Sue Muller 

Unrecorded Monads 26* 254** TBC 

Autumnal 10 11* TBC TBC 

Winter Wildlife 
To run in Dec. & 

Jan. 
TBC TBC 

* Recorders who registered - Actual numbers who made records to be confirmed. 

** Not all records have been processed.  

Table 1 summarising recorder effort for the BIS 20 Challenges 

The prizes won so far will help with future 

identifications and wildlife awareness. 

Our current Autumnal 10 

Recording Challenge 

https://www.bis.org.uk/storage/library/BIS_20_Challenge_-_Autumnal_10.pdf
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