
Speckled Wood 

Adult flies April-October. As it can over-winter as a 

caterpillar or pupae there is a mixed emergence through 

the year, peaking July-

September. 

Brown wings with light 

coloured speckled 

markings, varying from 

white to yellow. 

Favours shady woodland and scrub. Often perched in 

sunlit spots. Flies on overcast days or in dappled sunlight. 

The larvae feed on coarse grasses. 

Ringlet 

Adult flies June-August 

Uniform dark brown wings. 

The underwing has very 

obvious eyespots which give it it’s common name. 

These ’ringlets’ have a yellow outer ring surrounding 

a black eyespot with white 

spot. 

Widespread on damp 

grassland where the 

caterpillars feed on coarse 

grasses.  

Meadow brown 

Adult flies June-September. 

Brown & orange wing colouration. Black eyespot on 

forewing with single white spot. 

Common & widespread, most often seen in 

meadows, field edges, road verges & overgrown 

gardens, sometimes in large numbers. Will fly in dull 

conditions. Larva feed on a variety of grasses. 

Small heath 

Adult flies May-September 

Orange brown upper wings, 

more uniform in colour. Usually 

perches with wings closed.  

Flies low close to the ground. 

Like the Meadow brown has a 

black eyespot on forewing with 

single white spot. 

Found in open grassland, 

heathland, embankments and 

disused quarries. Prefers a shorter grass sward. 

Large skipper 

Adult flies June-August 

Moth like butterfly. Orange upper 

wings with brown margins 

containing pale orange blotches.  

Favours long uncut grassy areas in sheltered damp areas. 

Males often found perched in sunny spots around 1m 

from ground. Larvae feed primarily on Cocksfoot grass 

and a few others. 

Gatekeeper 

Adult flies July-September 

Orange & brown wings. 

Slightly smaller than 

Meadow brown. Black 

eyespot on forewing has 

two white spots.  

Often seen along hedgerows, field edges and yes 

gateways, especially where tall grasses grow. It 

spends a lot of time basking with its wings open. 
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