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Welcome to the 2017 autumn edition of the BIS newsletter. In this bumper edition there are exciting 
articles on ladybirds, Hairy Dragonflies, Pearl-Bordered and Marsh Fritillaries, reviews of 2016 for 
Breconshire Birds and Brecknock Botany Group along with further ins and outs at BIS and our second 
Recorder of the Season. On page 19 is the programme for this year’s Recorders Forum on 28th November. 
 
Thank you to all of you who have contributed to this issue, we hope you all enjoy it.  
Please contact ben@bis.org.uk for any questions, comments or ideas for future content. 
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BIS Update 
Arrivals & Departures 
Welcome to Ben Mullen who has recently taken on the role of 
Communications Officer. Ben hit the ground running with 
enthusiastic new ideas to promote recording and editing this 
newsletter. He will take on the administration of the BIS Recorders Forum on the 28th November. 
 

I would like to say a big thank you to Anna Georgiou, BIS Senior Biodiversity Information Officer, who is also moving 
on to a new job nearer home at the end of November. She will be greatly missed as our expert in ArcMap GIS, QGIS 
and Recorder 6. Despite a long journey every day from Rhayader, Anna has been at BIS for 9 years, providing an 
efficient, quick enquiry service to commercial and partner users. We wish her all the best in her new job. 

 

Fortunately BIS launched the Aderyn (Biodiversity Information Reporting Database) 
commercial service in August which enables anyone in BIS to quickly run standard 
enquiries without the need for GIS. The commercial reporting system is designed to 
allow commercial users to enter their search enquiry online, choosing from a number of 
standard packages. This fast, efficient service provides a much improved final product, 
which gives the customer an interactive view of all the data online, either in Aderyn or 
the Cofnod eMapper viewer. BIS is working on some minor improvements to the service 

which SEWBReC and WWBIC hope to adopt soon. LERC Wales will be providing similar outputs to customers, run 
from the LERC Wales combined species database. 
 

Following the launch of the Aderyn public tools in June 2016 additional 
tools including planning reporting, full partner access and commercial 
reporting were demonstrated at the LERC Wales 10 year Anniversary 
Event on July 14th The network of the 4 LERCs was launched in Cardiff in 
2007 and in 2017 we are pleased to announce that the joint database for 
Wales has now reached 10 million species records. The 10 millionth 
record was received by West Wales Information Centre of Whorled 
Caraway, the county flower of Carmarthenshire. The anniversary event 
allowed those present to explore the range of tools available from the 
LERCs, including data input portals and search modules for planners and 
ecological professionals. 
Steve will be demonstrating all the new functions of Aderyn at the 
Recorders Forum including access for recorders and the Wildlife Trusts.  
BIS county recorders have already been offered access to BIS records 
through the DAT (Data Access Tool), depending on their taxon group and 
Vice County. This will be transferred to Aderyn and allows recorders to 
view and download the relevant data BIS holds and whether it is verified 
or not. The Trusts will be able to see records within their sites to aid 
management and recording. 
 

BIS is a member of the Association of Local Record Centres (ALERC) and a requirement of that membership is that 
the LERC becomes accredited within 5 years. ‘The aims of LERC Accreditation are to identify a minimum level of 
standards, to build confidence in LERCs as bodies which hold biodiversity information in trust for society and manage 
public resources well’.  SEWBReC is the first LERC in Wales to become accredited and I would like BIS to work on this 
over the coming year. To that end I would like to review the verification of species records and hope to do some 
analysis and discuss this at the Recorders Forum. 

 

On March 31st 2017 NBN (National Biodiversity Network) switched off the Gateway and the NBN Atlas for Wales 
became live. BIS has transferred NRW and INNS data at full resolution. ‘Brecknock Birds’ has been updated and is 
available at 1km square resolution, with sensitive data removed.  BIS has recently sent an update of Micro-moths in 
Powys. The main body of the BIS data will be uploaded to be available at 10km square. Unfortunately the process to 
prepare data for upload is now much more time consuming for BIS and this has delayed sending the remaining 
datasets. We are still hoping that NBN will develop a method for LERCs to gain full access to Recording Schemes data 
and vice versa, to enable smooth data exchange.                       Janet Imlach, BIS Manager 

Aderyn partner search page 

http://aderyn.lercwales.org.uk/home
http://emapper.cofnod.org.uk/?id=1827&key=7b98f06d9d3b4f84
http://aderyn.lercwales.org.uk/home
http://www.bis.org.uk/upload/library/Aderyn_notes_140717.pdf
http://www.bis.org.uk/upload/library/Aderyn_notes_140717.pdf
http://www.alerc.org.uk/alerc-accreditation.html
https://wales.nbnatlas.org/
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Where the Wild Things Are – a project update 

In the Spring 2017 newsletter, we reported on a new project – ‘Where the Wild Things Are’ – the first Powys-wide 
project on Local Wildlife Sites (LWS) for at least 16 years. Nearly 12 months in, it is time for an update! 

 

Summer is the time for surveys and survey we did! From ponds to meadows, ffridd to woodland, in all, 53 sites were 
assessed. Some of these were existing LWS, but happily there were some new ones too. With habitat loss still        
on-going, it is always a pleasant surprise to discover previously unknown wildlife-rich habitats, much loved and 
carefully tended by their owners. 

 

Surveys were carried out by staff and volunteers from 
Montgomeryshire, Radnorshire and Brecknock Wildlife Trusts, 
gathering as much species presence information, from each site, 
as possible. In most cases, new species were recorded, even on 
well-known sites. Whilst these were largely common species, we 
all know how important this data can be for filling in the gaps. It 
also serves to highlight the value of these sites for biodiversity. All 
these records will ultimately make their way to BIS and the local 
recording community. 
 

 
One of the key aims of the project is to raise awareness about LWS within local 
communities, with landowners and managers and the general public. To get the 
ball rolling, the Trusts have been running events in each vice county. As well as 
these events, we have been spreading the word by giving presentations about 
LWS to various stakeholders. 

The criteria by which these sites are 
selected is under review. It is a 
crucial part of the process so that the 
system is clear, easily workable and 
fully embedded in the Powys County Council planning system. With the 
support of BIS & NRW, the Trusts have been working through the review 
process, using the 2008 Wales LWS guidance and the 1999 Powys system 
as a starting point. 

 

If you would like to find out more, or are the owner of a Local Wildlife 
Site in Powys or if you think your land may qualify, Tammy would love to 
hear from you. Email – tammy@montwt.co.uk or call 01938 555654. 

  Tammy Stretton, Project Coordinator 
  
 

Skullcap Sawfly 

A while ago in the wild fringe of Llangorse Lake 
below Ty Mawr meadows Steph Coates pointed 
out to us Skullcap plants. Norman Lowe said he 
knew they would be there because he had caught 
the micro moth Prochoreutis myllerana which lives 
on Skullcap. This August I was photographing these 
micro-moths when I noticed a small caterpillar, 
black with white 'pimples'. Web research showed 
this to be the larva of Athalia scutelleriae, the 
Skullcap sawfly, and since then I have also seen 
several adults. On Aderyn there are just two 
previous Welsh records from Magor in Gwent and Newborough, Anglesey. 
                Keith Noble, County Recorder Dragonflies VC42 

Giant tachinid fly,  
Tachina grossa. Photo: MWT 

  

Landowner event. Photo: MWT 

 

Getting to grips with plant ID. Photo: MWT 

Skullcap sawfly 

  Athalia scutelleriae 

mailto:tammy@montwt.co.uk
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Breconshire Birds Annual Report 

2016 edition out now! 
The 2016 Annual Bird Report for Breconshire was published in early November, and draws on records submitted by a 

wide range of individuals – some local, some visitors, some birders, some simply 

out enjoying the countryside. 
 

Method of submitting records is equally diverse with substantial increases now 

coming in via BTO BirdTrack, BIS, i-Record and Twitter as well as though the more 

established County Recorder route. Members of the Breconshire Ornithological 

Records Committee who produce the Report on behalf of Brecknock Wildlife 

Trust are able to validate the majority, and reserve the right to contact observers 

to verify records if in doubt. Apart from those rare or more difficult species with 

ID pitfalls listed in the reports, the Committee only occasionally needs to do so. 

In the 2016 report, the Systematic List includes short text for each of the 176 

distinct species and sub-species recorded during the year, a healthy total in view 

of the county’s distance from the coast and being upland in nature. Avocet was 

the only species to be recorded for the first time, but two exceptional finds of 

Shorelark and White-winged black tern provided second and third records 

respectively.  

Llangorse Lake continues to provide surprises, and is rightly Breconshire’s premier bird-watching site. Hardly a day 

passes without records being added to the birding database. Apart from the Avocet and tern mentioned, other 

‘rares’ seen at Llangorse in 2016 included Long-tailed duck, Manx shearwater, Little tern, Yellow-browed warbler and 

Common redpoll. Upland sites in the north and west of Breconshire provided their own notable records of Dotterel, 

Shorelark and Water pipit, and even the outskirts of Brecon Town yielded an elusive Turtle dove. Several of these in 

the report are supported by photographs.  

The 2016 Report also includes the Llangorse Ringing 

Group Report that summarises a year-catch of over 

2600 birds, mostly passerines. More distant ringing 

recoveries include a number of Reed and Sedge 

warblers re-trapped in France and Spain during 

migration. Their work also revealed that 2016 was a 

poor breeding season for most resident and summer 

migrants. Two other articles in the report document 

the finding of Breconshire’s first Avocet followed up 

by subsequent sightings and describe the changing 

fortunes for our Ravens. This work illustrates how 

over the last twenty years farmed areas of the county 

have become favoured by Ravens, to the detriment of 

long-established territories in the uplands. Visit the 

Brecknock Birds website here. 

‘Breconshire Birds’ 2016 is packed with information, extends to 80 pages, and is available through Brecknock 

Wildlife Trust. Price £7 (£8.20 including p&p).                   Andrew King, Editor, ‘Breconshire Birds’ 

Avocets with Cormorant, Llangorse Lake.  
Photo: Keith Noble 

Get your copy now! 

http://www.brecknockbirds.co.uk/index.php
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Llangorse Hairy Dragonfly 
On the 2nd May 2017 Dick Eastwood ventured down to Llangasty alongside the 
Llangorse Lake. On his way back from a survey he discovered an emerging Hairy 
Dragonfly clinging to reeds alongside its exuvia.  This was indeed an excellent find 
that confirmed breeding at the lake following sightings over three previous years. 

Dick Eastwood 

Fungal Foray at Penpont 
This year we held our fungal foray at Penpont House between Sennybridge and Brecon. This privately owned Grade 

1 listed house first built about 1666 and is occasionally opened to the public for various events. It has lovely grounds 

with old lawns and an interesting collection of trees and woodland as well as a walled garden which produces 

organic vegetables for sale in the summer.  

The walk was fully booked and David Mitchell handled the group skilfully 

whilst we explored the lawns, where we found troops of nine species of 

Waxcaps including the Pink or Ballerina Hygrocybe calyptriformis and 

Parrot Hygrocybe psittacina waxcaps. David reported that as he drank a 

cup of coffee at the end of the foray, a raven landed and proceeded to 

eat the waxcaps! David said ‘It picked three and ate them and it looked 

like the Raven preferred the Golden waxcap Hygrocybe chlorophana!  

We also found four species of 

club shaped fungi including 

Straw club Clavaria 

straminea, which has a 

yellow base, Yellow club Clavulinopsis helvola and a beige/grey coralloid 

fungus Clavulinopsis umbrinella. By a birch we also found an edible 

bolete that strangely disappeared as the group moved on! 

On the lawn we also found the small Drab bonnet mushroom Mycena 

aetites and Entoloma corvinum, a small blue Entoloma of grassland.  The 

fungi on the lawn are very sensitive to the use of fertilisers but don’t 

mind the grass being cut frequently throughout the summer. For this 

reason they also survive well on common land, some cemeteries and the 

training area on the Epynt. 

There were a number of piles of grass cuttings around and here we found Clouded agaric Clitocybe nebularis and 

Tawny funnel Lepista flaccida. Meanwhile decomposing the needles under Western hemlock were drifts of Butter 

cap Rhodocollybia butyracea f. butyracea.  

There was not much about in the woodland but we did see some bracket 

fungus: Turkey tails Trametes versicolor, Razor strop Piptoporus betulinus and 

on a Sycamore tree Oxyporus populinus. We also saw the common Earthball 

Scleroderma citrinum. Earthballs can be distinguished from Puff Balls because 

they have no opening for the spores to come out of - they rely on being trod 

on to release the spores. 

Thanks to David our leader and our hosts for providing a fun and fruitful 

morning. We will have to visit again sometime as the owners say there were 

more fungi earlier in the year.               Steph Coates, Brecknock Wildlife Trust Fungal forays are always popular 

A troop of Golden waxcap  
Hygrocybe chlorophana  

Parrot waxcap  
Hygrocybe psittacina  

Hairy dragonfly 
Brachytron pratense 
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Dung Beetle Geotrupes Spiniger 
This little earth-boring Dung beetle Geotrupes Spiniger was found on Brecknock Wildlife 
Trusts Allt Rhongyr Nature Reserve. It marks another first for Brecknock and was found 
by BWT’s Wild Communities Volunteer Brian Sanderson. Brian is now known as the 
magic man, due to his eagle eye for spotting wildlife!           

 Sarah Ogilvie, Brecknock Wildlife Trust 
 

 

Black Mountains Land Use Partnership 
The Black Mountains Land Use Partnership 

(the Partnership) is a collaborative venture 

bringing together local landowners, graziers 

and relevant regulatory bodies. The 

Partnership aims to promote continued 

improvement, restoration and sustainable 

management of the natural resources of the 

Black Mountains, an area covering over 

24,600 hectares of upland and lowland 

habitat.   

 

Established in 2015 through the Welsh 

Government’s Nature Fund the pioneering 

partnership comprises representatives from 

each of the common land units covered by 

the Black Mountains Graziers Association and 

major landowners including Glanusk Estate, 

Tregoyd Estate, Bal Mawr/ Bal Bach Estate, Duke of Beaufort Estate, Michaelchurch Estate and Ffwddog Estate, 

along with public land owning bodies including the Brecon Beacons National Park Authority, Natural Resources 

Wales, Natural England, Welsh Water and support from the Young Farmers Club. 
 

In July the partnership announced its success in gaining a 
Sustainable Management Scheme grant of just over 1 million as 
part of the Welsh Government Rural Communities-Rural 
Development Programme 2014-2020, which is funded by the 
Welsh Government and the European Union.  The award allows 
the Partnership to implement a series of landscape-scale 
projects focused on three key themes: bracken management, 
peatland management which will include heather regeneration, 
improvement of grazing land and the protection of peat 
resources and visitor management. Each theme has multiple 
project elements associated with it.  

A series of talks and presentations are being planned within the Black Mountains area for 2018 to further inform 
people more about the project and how they can be involved. If an organisation, group or individual would like to 
find out more or express an interest in hosting a talk then please contact Mark Ward. 

For further information about the Black Mountains Land Use Partnership click here, 
follow @BMLUP on Twitter or contact Project Administrator 
mark.ward@beacons-npa.gov.uk 

 
   Mark Ward, BBNP 

Geotrupes Spiniger  

Capel-y-ffin in the Black Mountains 

http://www.brecknockwildlifetrust.org.uk/nature-reserves/allt-rhongyr
http://www.blackmountains.wales/
mailto:mark.ward@beacons-npa.gov.uk
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The Pearl-Bordered Fritillary – a butterfly on the edge 
The Pearl-bordered fritillary, PBF for short, (Boloria 

euphrosyne) is a rare, nationally declining butterfly, with 

rather particular habits, making it a challenge to conserve. 

This magnificent little orange jewel was once common and 

widespread, taking advantage of our woodland 

management practices, but as these practices have died 

out, so has the butterfly. It is now one the UK’s most 

threatened species, occurring in just 5% of its former 

haunts.  
 

Alarm bells really started to clang in the early 1990s and it 

was then that Montgomeryshire Wildlife Trust started 

frantically searching for extant sites. By 1996 they had been 

found on just 6 out of the 92 sites searched. It was clear they needed help and fast! In 2002, MWT developed a 

standardised monitoring methodology with the Countryside Council for Wales and we have carried out these surveys 

every year since. This has helped us to understand how they are doing and what work is needed to conserve them. 

Early on, it became clear that Montgomeryshire had become a Welsh stronghold for the tiny remaining populations, 

so the pressure was on to safeguard the future of the species. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Time for action 

Considerable negotiations with land owners/managers and other interested parties in those early days have, in most 

cases, led to lasting working relationships, with everyone doing their bit to help safeguard the PBF. Sustainable 

management, largely by getting the grazing right, has always been the ultimate aim, but due to the open, steep 

nature of many of these sites, this is a significant challenge. As a consequence, we have to do a lot of the ‘grazing’ 

ourselves! Practical habitat management works have been undertaken to: 
 

 Encourage a good growth of violets for the caterpillars to feed on 

 Ensure a plentiful supply of spring flowering plants to provide 

nectar for the butterflies 

 Control bracken and scrub, which whilst needed to provide a warm 

micro-climate, must not become dominant, thereby shading out 

other plants 
 

Distribution map - Wales distribution of PBF 1400 to 2017. Maps produced from Aderyn: 
LERC Wales' Biodiversity Information & Reporting Database  

Coppicing for PBFs - Photo: © MWT 

Pearl-bordered Fritillary – Photo: © MWT 
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Whether by hand or machine, we seek to cut strips and patches 

in the scrub & bracken, covering different areas in successive 

years. Our data, collected the same way since 2002, shows that 

this stimulates a good growth of violets, whilst keeping the 

scrub & bracken in check. 
 

Everything coming up roses? 

Where consistent management has been undertaken, the PBFs 

have generally responded positively. However, as the graph 

below shows, this is only half the picture. PBFs can also be 

severely impacted by weather and recent years have not been 

kind. It is with a heavy heart, that we have to report the loss of 

one isolated colony; Allt Dolanog, in Montgomeryshire, once home to the even rarer High brown fritillary, has now 

lost its PBFs too.  
 

With the vagaries of our changing climate, 

it is now more important than ever for us to 

continue regular management and seek 

opportunities to expand the population. 

Sadly, this comes at a time of much 

uncertainty regarding funding. 
 

We Need Your Help 

With Montgomeryshire supporting the 

stronghold of the Welsh population (8 

sites), Montgomeryshire Wildlife Trust have 

launched an urgent appeal to save the species. ‘PBF: A New Hope’ needs to raise £15,000 before the end of 

December, to pay for vital habitat management this winter – the PBFs cannot afford to wait another season. 
 

There are several ways you can get involved (details at www.montwt.co.uk): 

 Sponsor a PBF – The perfect gift for any nature lover! Receive a certificate, FSC Butterfly Guide, free gift and 

updates on the progress of work to save the PBF 

 Join in at an Event – There will be a series of events and activities running till the end of December to raise 

awareness and funds 

 The Big 15 Challenge – Sponsor the MWT staff to run 15km around Llyn Coed y Dinas Nature Reserve 

 Donate Today – The PBF’s desperately need our help – please donate whatever you can  

As long as we can get the support we need, we will continue to fight the PBFs corner. We truly hope that the next 15 

years are kinder for this special little butterfly. Your support will make a real difference – please help if you can. 

#PBFANewHope 

                          Tammy Stretton 

 

Tractor Cut Strips (frosted white) at a PBF site. Photo : © 
Kevin Heywood 

PBF facts & figures 

Wingspan: 3.8-4.7cm 

Flight period –April to May 

Larval foodplant – Violets (mainly Common dog-violet) 

Habitat – Ffridd 

Similar species – Small pearl-bordered fritillary 

Remaining Welsh sites – 11 

Total no. adult PBFs in 2017 – 65 

 

What is ffridd? 

A mosaic of fragmented and diverse habitats 

found at the interface of upland and lowland 

habitats. It is most often a mixture of grass and 

heathland types with bracken, scrub or rock 

exposures and may also include flushes, mires, 

streams and standing water. 

 

http://www.montwt.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/hashtag/PBFANewHope?src=hash
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New BIS arrival! 
I’m delighted to be the new Biodiversity Communications Officer 

for BIS promoting the work of BIS and supporting the network of 

recorders. My first task was to put together this newsletter so I do 

hope you enjoy reading it. I’ll be combining this role with my other 

job carrying out practical conservation work with volunteers in 

burial grounds across Shropshire for the charity Caring for God’s 

Acre. It’s great to be working in Brecon again seeing the familiar 

faces I knew from my time with Brecknock Wildlife Trust and 

National Trust.  

I’m looking forward to working with the recorders and promoting 

their work and creating new opportunities for people to get 

involved in recording. The species of the week feature is proving 

popular and appears on the BIS Facebook page.  I know some of you are not into Facebook but you don’t have to be 

in it to see it! So don’t look away but take a look at the BIS page. It will keep you up to date with the latest sightings, 

photos and events in the local area. I’ll also be keeping you informed of courses, jobs, events and other items of 

interest via the email distribution list. If you’d like to receive these emails please let me know ben@bis.org.uk 

If you’d like to run a training course please get in touch. To see our latest training opportunities see page 18. I’ll be at 

the Recorders Forum on November 28th so hope to see you there – see page 19 for the exciting programme of 

speakers.                                                                  Ben Mullen, BIS Communications Officer 

 

A Loveliness of Ladybirds 
The afternoon of Sunday 8th October 2017 was warm and still, and the sun was shining on the front of our house as 

we sat down to enjoy a cup of tea outdoors. A ladybird landed on the table, another flew by and settled on the wall, 

and only then did we notice that the painted face of the house was covered by ladybirds – some crawling vertically, 

some at rest and others just arriving. They appeared to be searching for somewhere to hide as they crawled upwards 

and along the wall, window frames and eaves. It is difficult to estimate the numbers but there must have been up to 

100 dotted over the wall of the house and as high as the chimney tops and there were more in the garden. My wife 

was busy closing windows and flicking the bugs out the house while I fetched a camera and took a few photos. There 

were a number of different forms and the more readily identifiable appear to be Harlequin ladybirds. Within an hour 

there were few to see.                                            Dick Eastwood 

Meet Ben at the Recorders Forum 

Does anyone have any comments on this short-lived spectacle? Ed- please email comments to ben@bis.org.uk 

http://www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk/index.php/churchyard-task-team/churchyard-task-team.html
http://www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk/index.php/churchyard-task-team/churchyard-task-team.html
https://www.facebook.com/BISBrecon/
mailto:ben@bis.org.uk
mailto:ben@bis.org.uk
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Begwns Dragonfly Walk 
Hannah Shaw organised a visit to two of the best sites on the 

Begwns, on Sunday 9th July – The Fishpond or Monk’s Pool and 

the Bomb Hole. We had a great time at this National Trust owned 

common land. It was lovely and sunny but not too hot and we 

saw 8 species of dragonflies and damselflies and some good 

fighting action between the dragonflies over the Bomb Hole 

pond. We had 14 attendees, including Edward, Hannah’s son, 

who brought a little insect net cage to look at the dragonflies up 

close in. 

The list of dragonflies and damselflies seen that day: Emperor 

dragonfly, Southern hawker, Black-tailed skimmer, Broad bodied 

chaser, Common darter, Emerald damselfly, Azure damselfly and 

Common blue-damselfly              Dick Eastwood 

 

 

Clubtail Dragonfly Survey 
Dick Eastwood participated in National Clubtail Count 2017 

organised by the British Dragonfly Society. He was assigned three 

monads along the River Wye: SO2042, SO2142 and SO2242. 

These covered the river banks following the Wye Valley Walk 

from Hay on Wye upstream up towards the Brecon road below 

Glasbury. Dick used SO2142 as his ‘marker’ for the three monads, 

as access was available directly to the river bank, making visits 

between the 4th and the 11th May with zero sightings. All three 

monads were then covered between 14th May and 2nd June. 

The first exuviae were found 

on 14th May and the last on 

27th May. In total there were 

nine exuviae and four sightings of emerged Clubtails. The period of emergences 

is short but typical. Seven of the exuviae were found on the Radnorshire side of 

the river while two were on the Breconshire side.  

The readily accessible river banks were searched for exuviae and also all species 

recorded as seen. Rain fell on the 20th May and as a result the vegetation on the 

banks grew quickly making the search for exuviae more difficult. Then later, 

around 40% of the North bank in SO2142 - which is a licensed fishing stretch and 

the area in which the majority of exuviae were found – was stripped of 

vegetation down to the water’s edge. No further exuviae were discovered along 

this patch thereafter. 

In addition to Common Clubtail the following species were also recorded: 

Banded demoiselle, Beautiful demoiselle, Common blue damselfly, White legged 

damselfly, Large red damselfly, Blue-tailed damselfly.                                                                            Dick Eastwood 

The Begwns Dragonfly walk at the Bomb Hole pond 

Common clubtail Gomphus vulgatissimus 

Clubtail exuvia 

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/brecon-beacons/trails/the-begwns-walk-all-the-views-none-of-the-climb
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Marsh Fritillary Butterfly Larval Web Count Success! 
On a sunny morning in early September an excited bunch of Brecknock Wildlife Trust Wild Communities volunteers 

gathered at Ystradfawr Reserve, Ystradgynlais. During the course of one day, aided by Butterfly Conservation’s 

Russell Hobson, we covered 2 reserves, with particular success on the small but mighty Cae Lynden, on which we 

doubled our larval web count from last year.  

This is a particularly encouraging result owing to the struggling population of this beautiful butterfly, and making Cae 

Lynden a site of great importance. Marsh fritillary needs extensive networks of habitats in order to survive, which is 

why Brecknock Wildlife Trust volunteers and staff are working to create habitat corridors aiming to connect 

populations. The Marsh fritillary is threatened, not only in the UK but across Europe, and is thus the object of serious 

conservation endeavour. Brecknock Wildlife Trust and Butterfly Conservation are very happy that our management 

of this former football field is helping them on the path to recovery.        Sarah Ogilvie, Brecknock Wildlife Trust 

  

The Wonderful World of Waxcaps 
On a blustery day in mid-October, Brecknock Wildlife Trust Wild 

Communities staff trooped up to Allt Rhongyr Nature Reserve to survey for 

Waxcap fungi. To our delight there were a huge number! We found glossy 

Scarlet Hygrocybe coccinea, fiery Crimson, Hygrocybe punicea and 

burnished Golden Hygrocybe chlorophana waxcaps on the ancient Iron-Age 

Hill Fort overlooking the Tawe Valley. Snowy waxcap Hygrocybe virginea, 

Splendid waxcap Hygrocybe splendidissima and Meadow waxcap Hygrocybe 

pratensis were also in evidence, hiding near the 

Ballerina or Pink waxcap Hygrocybe calyptriformis and tiny Dark-purple earthtongues 

Geoglossum atropurpureum. 

Amongst all these, hiding in plain sight was the jelly-like Parrot waxcap Gliophorus 

psittacinus, its deep green-blue tops shining in the sunlight. Following this, Sarah found a 

Scarlet caterpillar club Cordyceps militaris a few days later, a first for the reserve.  

We think that the number of waxcap varieties found may make Allt Rhongyr a site of 

National Importance for waxcaps. On the Plantlife Cymru guide we scored 21 which is a 

high score. We will get this verified and know more when Glamorgan Fungus Group gets 

back to me. So fingers crossed! See more at BWT’s blog. 

There will be a New Year Plant Hunt on Tuesday 2nd January in Ystradgynlais. Contact BWT for details.      

Sarah Ogilvie, Brecknock Wildlife Trust 

Marsh Fritillary Euphydryas aurinia Facts 

Wingspan – Male: 30 - 42mm, Female: 40 - 50mm 

Flight period – May to June 

Larval foodplant – Devil's-bit-Scabious (Succisa pratensis) 

Habitat – Damp tussocky grassland in Wales 

Conservation Status :–  

Butterfly Conservation priority: High 

European status: Vulnerable 

UK BAP: Priority Species 

Section 42 species of principal importance under the 

NERC Act in Wales 

 

Marsh Fritillary web count survey at Ystradfawr 

Splendid Waxcap Hygrocybe splendidissima 

Parrot waxcap 
Gliophorus psittacinus 

http://www.brecknockwildlifetrust.org.uk/what-we-do/living-landscapes/upper-tawe-valley-wild-communities-project
http://www.brecknockwildlifetrust.org.uk/nature-reserves/cae-lynden
http://www.brecknockwildlifetrust.org.uk/nature-reserves/allt-rhongyr
http://www.brecknockwildlifetrust.org.uk/blog
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Hunting for Wetland Molluscs at Llangorse Lake 
Hannah Shaw organised a joint PondNet and Conchological Society event at Llangorse 

Lake on 8th September 2017. This free event was open to all. The aim was to provide an 

introduction to wetland molluscs and their identification and pleasingly most of the 

attendees were first time mollusc-hunters. The event was also an opportunity to revisit 

some old mollusc records for Llangorse Lake. 

With a list of the molluscs previously recorded in the area we aimed to see how many 

could be re-found and if any new records could be added during our short day visit. 

Given the ecological, paleo environmental and archaeological interest of Llangorse Lake, 

the mollusc species of the lake and surrounding area are relatively well-

recorded and have played a part in reconstructing its history. Sediment 

cores reveal at least eight aquatic gastropods and seven bivalves had 

colonised by 8,000 years ago, in the early post-glacial (Walker et al., 1993). 

By 1954 and 1983 when the SSSI citations were made, at least 15 aquatic 

gastropods were recorded, as were the Duck mussel Anodonta anatina, 

Swan mussel A. cygnea, and Painters’ mussel Unio pictorum (Duigan et al., 

1999). By August 2017, data from the Conchological Society’s Recording 

Scheme and the NBN Atlas included records of at least 25 aquatic 

gastropods and 14 bivalves. Llangorse Lake Action Group and Sailing Club 

very kindly provided the use of a small rowing boat which allowed us to 

collect molluscs from the lake bed, and in particular to use Ben’s homemade 

metal mussel dredge. Thank you also to Natural Resources Wales and the 

BBNPA for permission to take a small number of specimens where 

necessary for identification purposes. 

On such a calm day, live mussels and snails were beautifully easy to observe 

in the clear water. To reach the deeper parts, we used Ben’s dredge which 

hauled up several species including a live Painters’ mussel. Live Duck 

mussels were abundant, but no Swan mussels were encountered, although the sailing members informed us that 

there are large mussel beds in some areas where people can cut their feet on the broken mussel shells. In the 

morning the party split into two groups; one using the boat and the other searching for freshwater molluscs along 

the lake shore. In the afternoon, the group investigated the alder woodland on Llangorse Common, the reedy 

margins of the Afon Llynfi stream with a sieve-on-a-stick and with the use of a snail-hoover (a suction sampler), the 

winter flooded grassy tussocks of the Common were also sampled. 

We had a very successful day with a 14 aquatic gastropod species and six bivalves being recorded. These included 

the Lake orb mussel Musculium lacustre, which somewhat surprisingly appeared to be the first record for the lake 

and the 10 km square. 

In the alder woodland we found a few disturbance-tolerant 

species including the Girdled snail Hygromia cinctella, Tawny 

soil slug Arion owenii, Green-soled slug Arion flagellus and 

the non-native Worm slug Boettgerilla pallens. These were all 

new Llangorse records for species spreading in the UK, some 

only recently recorded nearby by Imogen Cavadino during 

her Natural Talent traineeship with NMW (2016-2017). We 

also got a new record – courtesy of a first-time snailer – of 

the Hairy snail Trochulus hispidus. This brought the day’s total 

to a fantastic 42 species, seven of which were new records 

for Llangorse.                    (continued) 

Live Painters’ Mussel from the dredge. 

Photo: Hannah Shaw. 

Ben’s homemade metal mussel dredge Photo: Ben Rowson. 

https://freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/projects/pondnet/
http://www.conchsoc.org/
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Good days out always end too soon, and we clearly did not spend long enough, or cover 

enough ground, to find every species at this rich, well-studied site and as such further mollusc 

hunting days at Llangorse are likely to be arranged in the future. Keep an eye on the BIS 

website for future events. Ben will be back in Brecon in April running a Snail ID for Beginners 

course – see page 18. 

This free event was funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund, as part of the Freshwater Habitats 

Trust’s PondNet project. 

Hannah Shaw (People, Ponds and Water Wales Project Officer) & 

Ben Rowson (Amgueddfa Cymru - National Museum Wales) 
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New Moth Species for Spain 
We are like dogs with two tails just now, having just heard that the scientific paper describing the two new moths 
that we found in our garden in Almeria, Spain has just been published.  

Back in 2006 we found a tiny micro moth in our trap which we couldn't identify. We sought help from Martin Corley 
who is a renowned expert on Portuguese moths. He didn't recognise it either, and introduced us to Sjaak Koster, a 
Dutch lepidopterist and researcher who had just published a book on the European Momphidae family. 

Sjaak asked for more examples, which we were able to supply over the next few years. He decided that our moths, 
along with a single specimen from Granada, were new to science and set about describing them scientifically. His 
colleague suggested DNA analysis and the results proved that we had actually found two different species both in 
the same, but a previously unknown genus. Other researchers around the world were consulted, to agree that this 
was indeed a new genus, and our two new moths being the only known species. We are amazed at the amount and 
complexity of work that goes into describing a new genus and species of moth.  

A copy of the paper is on the Radnor moth website ('paper by Sjaak Koster pdf'). It is a complex paper and the 
appendix will not be of interest but the drawings and photos by Sjaak are exceptional. 
                                                  Pete & Ginny Clarke 

 

Gielisella clarkeorum Gielisella nigripalpis 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B9h2iTPNsXljTzdkOHFqN19tZEk/view?usp=sharing
https://sites.google.com/site/radnormoth/
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Recorder Of The Season! 
Many thanks to Tammy Stretton, Conservation Officer 
at Montgomery Wildlife Trust for agreeing to be our 
second Recorder of the Season. 
 
What first got you interested in wildlife recording? 
My Mum! She was a proper Naturalist; never 
without a notebook and binoculars. 
 
Have you a favourite place to see wildlife or just to sit 
and ‘be at one’ with nature? 

I don’t have just one 
favourite! Nature is 
everywhere, if we just 
care to look. I enjoy 
finding wildlife in places 
other people don’t even 
think to look. Whenever 
I am in a car, I am 
recording mammals 
(sadly usually dead), 
meetings are made more 
interesting by a wildlife 
hunt; it always bring a 
smile to my face to spot 
something unexpected.   

 
Can you recommend a good place to see wildlife? 
Montgomeryshire Wildlife Trust’s Llanymynech 
Rocks Nature Reserve, particularly in May/June, 
when it is packed full of flowers and butterflies, 
including the rare Pearl-bordered fritillary. 
 
Top tip when recording? 
If you’ve got the chance to take a photo, then do! 
Whilst not all specimens can be identified from 
photographs, it makes it much easier for the person 
verifying your sightings to be sure of your 
identification. 
 
What species would you most like to be? 
Probably an Otter - they are intelligent, charismatic 
and much loved and I have always admired their 
effortless movement in water. 
 
What species first would you like to see next? 
A Welsh Pine marten. Having helped to put up den 
boxes and spent many hours searching for their 
signs, it would be a truly red letter day to see one, 
especially if it was on home turf, in 
Montgomeryshire. 
 

What is the most useful tool that you use to record 
wildlife? 
My smartphone! Truly a pocket field guide, with the 
added benefit of a camera and GPS built in, as well 
as access to species experts around the world. 
 
Have you any tips for recording wildlife for a 
beginner? 
Get connected! Facebook gets a bad rap, but there 
are many groups you can join to help with species ID, 
most of which are run by recognized experts in their 
field. In some cases, you get a response within just 5 
minutes! Also don’t miss an opportunity to get out 
with an expert, one-to-one, or through events and 
courses. 
 
Most memorable wildlife experience? 
I’m not renowned for my memory, but there is one 
day which springs to mind! I was delivering a 
mammal ID workshop in woodland near Machynlleth 
and it was just one of those special days. Anyone 
who has studied mammals knows that you spend 
most of the time looking for their signs; 
mammalogists are rather obsessed with poo! After 
confirming the presence of dormice by finding their 
characteristic nibbled nuts, not always as easy as it 
sounds, we took to the 
stream to look for otter 
spraint. Within half an 
hour, not only had we 
found several deposits, 
but we also saw an otter, 
making me look like a fool 
for saying you don’t see 
these normally shy 
animals! Having said all 
that, the first time I held a 
dormouse is right up 
there too; each new 
moment is special.   
 

 

When surveying two pairs of eyes are better than one 
Photo: TAMASINE STRETTON 

My first dormouse Photo: 
TAMASINE STRETTON 

A pleasant surprise Zebra 
Spider Salticus scenicus 

Photo: TAMASINE 
STRETTON 
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Brecknock Botany Recording Group Annual Report 
We have had a good year with new discoveries and around 4000 records to 

contribute to the 2020 update of the Atlas of the British and Irish Flora. The latter 

project will be going into overdrive in 2018 as we strive to cover those areas not yet 

well-enough surveyed since 2000 when the last Atlas was published. 

I should emphasise that not all the records mentioned above were made by the 

group. I also get valuable submissions from independent contributors which add 

significantly to the effort. Do let me know of interesting plant sightings and I will 

ensure they go to BIS and the BSBI Atlas project. 

The BSBI New Year Plant Hunt 2017 was held in Ystradgynlais on a cold but sunny 2nd 

January. Six of us recorded 23 plants in flower. Perhaps the most surprising sight was 

a patch of flowering Dog's mercury Mercurialis perennis. In the early part of the year 

from March we saw Marsh violet Viola palustris flowers unusually frequently. At 

Buckland Hill we encountered a magnificent old Sweet Chestnut on an old boundary 

in the now-forested area of the hill. Exploring the Nant Sere in the valley below Cribyn was rewarding and a new site 

for Rough horsetail was found as well as several patches of Beech fern. The new site for Rough horsetail had to be 

visited again later in the year as it was only when group member Alan Bateman realised the next day what we had 

found and rather overlooked! There are only two other known sites for this Horsetail in 

the county. 

A great day out with NRW and Welsh Water 

around the Grwyne Fawr Reservoir to see the 

bog restoration work they are jointly doing 

there yielded records of Cowberry in flower. 

The BWT / BIS Biodiversity week events at 

Llangattock were a great success with many 

species recorded both for botany and also for 

other wildlife. We found a wide variety of 

plants including Weld Reseda luteolain in a 

neglected field. Nobody was expecting to find Dwarf elder or Danewort Sambucus 

ebulus, known up to now in only three sites in Brecknock, right in the middle of a green 

track between two hedges quite near the village. The name "Danewort" is preferable in 

my view - "Dwarf elder" doesn't really fit such a vigorous plant. It is herbaceous unlike its 

cousin, Common elder, but not really "dwarf". Chris at BWT Ystradgynlais found a Broad-

leaved Helleborine Epipactis helleborine. 

 

An outing to the south Brecknock limestone rewarded us with several species we don’t 

often see including Knotted pearlwort Sagina nodosa and Limestone bedstraw Galium 

sterneri. 

We encountered Common restharrow Ononis repens near the A40 on a visit to the 

Byddwn Nature Reserve together with adjacent farmland. It is decidedly uncommon in 

Brecknock. Rewardingly there was a new plant for the county, Narrow-leaved pepperwort 

Lepidium ruderale waiting for us by the side of the main road.  

 

Sweet chestnut Castanea sativa 

Cowberry Vaccinium vitis-idaea 

Weld Reseda luteolain 

Narrow-leaved pepperwort 
Lepidium ruderale 
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 A wet day on a farm north of Beulah was rewarding. We 

had stopped looking for Mountain pansy Viola lutea in 

the area expected, when Steph spotted one on another 

field-side bank. I had already remarked that the best 

way to find them is not to look for them! The wetter 

parts had a magnificent array of the common and less 

common marsh plants with several patches of relatively 

rare St John's wort. Most unexpected was a patch of 

Musk thistle Carduus nutans, which are also called 

Nodding thistle. 

On Drygarn Fawr - an area which hasn't been recorded 

for some time we hoped to find Bog rosemary, but 

didn't. However, we came back down at the end of a long day with a good list for such high moorland. Much of it 

was hard going and we were glad to be guided very ably by Joe Daggett from the 

National Trust, which owns the land. 

In particular we found all the possible moorland berries for the county: Cowberry 

Vaccinium vitis-idaea, Crowberry Empetrum nigrum, Cranberry Vaccinium oxycoccos 

and Bilberry Vaccinium myrtillus. These are confusing enough names - except that the 

Latin ones are even worse!  

We went to explore the Cilieni Valley during a quiet period on the Army range. We saw 

a lot of plants and lichens and were grateful to have the company of Ray Woods who 

was able to tell us all about the things we hadn't seen before. The highlight was Ray’s 

discovery of a Brecknock rarity, String-

of-sausage lichen or Usnea articulate. 

 A visit to Brecon Gaer Roman Fort 

yielded plenty of plant records plus an 

opportunity to inspect the Roman remains close up and admire the 

Waxcap fungi there. Some plants such as Musk mallow Malva 

moschata were intrepidly clinging on to the Roman Walls. The field 

within the camp had several patches of Blackening waxcap Hygrocybe 

conica var conica. Bristly oxtongue Helminthotheca echioides (was 

Picris echioides) was found independently by Anne from our group in 

several places on the Mon & Brec Canal and then later in Brecon near 

the Canal Basin. It has been quite uncommon in the county up to now 

but seems to be taking the canal route in! 

And finally, a walk along the Wye near Llyswen was rewarded with 

another rarity for the county, Pale toadflax Linaria repens along with 

Common ramping-fumitory Fumaria muralis. 

If you would like to join us on an outing looking for interesting plants 

in 2018 please do ask me to include your email on my list. 

Alternatively, if you prefer to explore on your own do make sure to 

let me know of any interesting finds. We will be carrying our 

traditional New Year Plant Hunt in Crickhowell on Thursday 4th 

January 2018. 

John Crellin  john@floralimages.co.uk 

See John’s Blog here. 

Mountain pansy Viola lutea Musk thistle Carduus nutans 

String-of-sausage lichen 
Usnea articulata 

Musk-mallow Malva moschata 

Common Ramping-fumitory 
Fumaria muralis amongst Beet 

mailto:john@floralimages.co.uk
https://floralimages.blogspot.co.uk/
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Watch out Welsh Hedgerows,  
Long Forest is coming…. 

The official launch of the Long Forest Project 
The Long Forest project is now underway after its official launch at the National Botanic Gardens of Wales on 27th 

September 2017. Keep Wales Tidy in partnership with the Woodland Trust, welcomed many likeminded 

organisations to celebrate the start of an exciting three-year project. The project has been developed by Keep Wales 

Tidy in partnership with the Woodland Trust, with support from the Heritage Lottery Fund and the Esmee Fairbairn 

Foundation. Together, they’ll be delivering practical action – recruiting thousands of volunteers to plant 100,000 

trees and improve around 120,000m of hedgerow. 

The Long Forest Project is all about making Welsh hedgerows 

important again. It aims to raise awareness on the 

importance of hedgerows and their uses, highlight their 

historical value and survey their condition. The project is 

delivering practical action across Wales working with 

landowners and community groups to help manage, improve 

and extend hedgerows, through training and volunteering 

action. The project also plans to develop a hedgerow 

surveying app which will create records highlighting the 

current state of the hedgerows across Wales. 

Richard Bellamy, Head of the Heritage Lottery Fund in Wales said “When people think of what ‘heritage’ means, they 

often think of grand old buildings like castles and rolling estates. But Wales is lucky enough to also encompass some 

beautiful landscapes and natural environments that are home to rare and precious species. By funding natural 

heritage projects like the Long Forest, we hope more people will realise that looking after our landscape – perhaps 

starting in our very own back gardens – is just as important.” 

 

Lesley Jones, Chief Executive for Keep Wales Tidy added “Hedgerows in Wales have been an important make up of 

our landscape for centuries. However, they are an undervalued resource at severe risk from neglect, damage and 

removal – and it is now vital that action is taken. We are excited to be working with the Woodland Trust and 

volunteers across Wales to ensure our hedgerows are maintained and respected for future generations.” 

 

If you are a volunteer or land owner who would like to get involved with the Long Forest Project, click here. For more 

information and how to get involved or contact Hannah Wilcox Brooke, Long Forest Coordinator, 07823 400364 or 

hannah.brooke@keepwalestidy.cymru 

 

Long Forest launch at the National Botanic Gardens 

https://www.keepwalestidy.cymru/longforest
http://www.keepwalestidy.cymru/longforest
mailto:hannah.brooke@keepwalestidy.cymru
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Events and links 
LERC Wales 

www.b-i-s.org/events 

http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/event/events-calendar/ 

www.wwbic.org.uk/news-events/ 

www.cofnod.org.uk/Calendar 

 

 

www.brecknockwildlifetrust.org.uk/whats-on 

www.rwtwales.org/whats-on 

www.montwt.co.uk/whats-on 

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/brecon-beacons 
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