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Recorders’ Newsletter 
Issue 15 – May 2013 

 

Welcome to the 15th issue of the Powys and Brecon Beacons National Park Recorders’ 

Newsletter. Thanks to Phil Ward for editing this newsletter over the last 5 years and for creating its 
new look. He has now moved on to Radnorshire Wildlife Services and we wish him every success 
in his new career. However we are very pleased that he will be leading two training days for BIS 
this summer, and has contributed an article as Beetle recorder for Radnorshire. 
I am very pleased to return to editing this newsletter and many thanks again to all who have 
contributed articles and photographs for this issue.  

We welcome articles and news for the next issue, 
due October 2013  
 
  Janet Imlach – Editor 
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Forthcoming 
BIS ID Training Workshops 
 

 Spider ID and Recording 
Wednesday 29th May 10am – 4pm 

 

 Introduction to Grass 
Identification (Part 1) 

Tuesday 4th June, 10am – 4pm. 
 

 Introduction to Grass 
Identification (Part 2) 
Wednesday 5th June, 10am – 4pm. 

 

 Bumblebee Identification  
Thursday 27th June 10am – 4pm 

 

 
(All Courses subject to £5 booking fee) 

 

Sponsored by Welsh Biodiversity 
Partnership 
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Staff and Directors 

As I mentioned in the editorial, Phil Ward moved onto pastures new in January 2013, and Carola 
finished her second contract with BIS at the end of March. We wish her all the best in her new 
ecologist job at Just Mammals. Anna will now increase to 4 days per week and take over some of 
the casual records data entry that Phil did. I will resume editing the newsletter and the 
administration of the BIS training/recording days. 

Data 

In January 2013 BIS reached 1.5 million records thanks to an update from Bob Dennison of 
Radnorshire dragonflies and 
of course continued entry of 
Brecknock Flora by Carola. 
By the end of March she had 
completed entering the 
140,000 records from the 
BSBI cards. She then went 
on to critical taxa species 
cards and completed the 
Brambles and started 
Dandelions which Anna will 
now continue and finish. 

At the end of April BIS holds 
approx. 1,561,000 records. In 
the last 3 years BIS has 
entered half a million records 
as opposed to the 9 years it 
took to enter 1 million 

records. This is due to increasing data exchange with the County recorders who have now 
provided 52% of data held by BIS (see graph above).  

Over the last few months BIS has received new datasets from Wolfgang Schaefer (VC 47 Beetles) 
and Chris Ledbury (VC43 Butterflies). Annual updates include VC42 and 47 mammals, VC 47 
higher plants, VC42 and 43 Odonata, VC43 Birdtrack records, VC 47 and 43 moths.  We have 
also completed a small project funded by the Welsh Biodiversity Partnership and updated all 
Brecknock Wildlife Trust Reserve records held by BIS. 

IT 

At the very successful Recorders Forum in November 2012, Steve demonstrated the BIS Data 
Access Tool which will allow the public, recorders, partners, and eventually commercial customers 
to access the species records, at the appropriate resolution, through web services We had very 
helpful feedback from the recorders as to how they wish to search, verify and see the records for 
their information. The tool is ready to go live and be tested, but unfortunately getting the fast 
broadband connection needed has been a slow process. The cost of BIS and the other welsh 
LRCs joining the Public Sector Broadband Aggregation (PSBA) was revised and became totally 
uneconomic. Thanks go to our partner BBNPA who have agreed to host the BIS connection to  

BIS Catch up 
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PSBA and we are in the final weeks of that being 
complete. It is still a big financial commitment for BIS, 
but I believe it will allow the small staff of BIS to further 
improve customer service to both data providers and 
users, and to extend our services to new customers 

At the BIS Recorders Forum I demonstrated the Cofnod 
On-line recording system which it was thought could be 
adopted by all the welsh LRCs. It is an excellent system 
with a lot of helpful features which have now been 
applied to the NBN iRecord system. However, there was 
some overlap with the verification part of the BIS DAT 
system and issues on how the records would be 
transferred to the Recorder 6 database. It is a bespoke 
system designed to work with the Cofnod database and 
it has now been agreed that the time and cost to make it 
compatible with the other LRC systems is not practical. 
The other LRCs are therefore looking at other solutions 
to improve their on-line recording including the Indicia 
model. 

I also demonstrated iRecord (see inset) which is 
promoted by NBN, and iSpot on-line recording systems. 
The worry for LRCs has been that there are now an 
increasing number of these on-line recording websites 
which may hold records that the LRC has not got easy 
access to and are therefore not available locally.  There 
can also be confusion for the public as to where to send 
the records and presumption that they are easily 
available to LRCs. However the good news is that the 
LRCs have been given easy download to iRecord data 
and it includes some good records from the Mammal 
Society, Ladybird Recording Scheme, BSBI etc. iSpot 
has been developed to help people identify wildlife and 
so to record, but does also hold records. These have 
been exchanged with the welsh LRCs but BIS has found 
that many recorder names are aliases and is reluctant to 
use them in its database. It would still encourage casual 
recorders to send to the local county recorders or BIS so 
they can be verified and used locally.  

As you can see BIS and the other welsh LRCs have 
committed a lot of time to IT development as this is the 
only way to ensure improvement of products and 
services with limited resources. We had hoped that the 
WG e-business Data Network for Business Project 
(DNB) would have guided and supported us, after the 
workshops many recorders and partners attended in 
November 2011.Unfortunately this has not been 
progressed by the WG department and we are sorry that 
the attendees have not even received a final report from 
them on their findings.        Janet Imlach (BIS Manager) 

 

‘iRecord is an online recording 

system with centralised verification 
developed by Biodiverse IT and the 
Biological Records Centre on behalf 
of the National Biodiversity Network.  
iRecord currently provides access to 
over 81,000 records.  Some records 
were entered directly into iRecord, 
while others were captured through 
associated Indicia websites and 
smartphone apps.  

Once verified, records from iRecord 
are made publicly available for a 
number of taxon groups via the NBN 
Gateway, and updates are regularly 
provided.  We promote the 
widespread use of data and therefore 
recognise that Local Records Centres 
need instant access to records in their 
area so they can be used to inform 
local decision making.  We have 
therefore added an iRecord feature to 
enable LRCs to easily download 
records within their LRC boundary.   

The LRC may store the downloaded 
records in their local database and 
use them for normal LRC business 
including data searches for 
commercial clients.  However, please 
note that the ‘top copy’ of the record 
remains in the iRecord database and 
may continue to be edited by the 
originator or receive verification 
updates.  Please do not change the 
records or pass them on to the NBN 
Gateway or other data repositories; 
the record ID should always remain 
with the dataset.  County recorders 
can be given separate access to 
verify and download data for their 
geographic area and taxon group, 
and should contact 
irecord@ceh.ac.uk to request this 
facility.’ 

David Roy, Biological Records Centre 

 

mailto:irecord@ceh.ac.uk
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iSpot is the Open University’s award winning website which was launched in 2009 to help 

remedy the gap in wildlife ID skills using a unique combination of social networking, informal 
access to expertise and accredited learning opportunities. We would like to invite our Welsh 
Recorders, and other Wildlife Enthusiasts to find out more about this unique resource and how it 
can work to support engagement in biodiversity and wildlife 

What can iSpot do for you, your local recording group or organisation? 
Sharing of knowledge – the iSpot maps feature allows you to view observations in your area (or 
further afield) and keep an eye out for interesting sightings and potential new records. You can 
also provide identifications, help others to learn and engage with local users. 
Badges – your group representatives can be badged with your logo, and every time they add 
anything to iSpot the badge appears and links back to your 
website, putting local iSpot users directly in touch with the 
activities of your organisation. We know that the badges can 
provide significant traffic back to recording group websites. 
Over 90 schemes and societies are registered. To see who, 
have a look here:  http://www.ispot.org.uk/representatives  

As of December 2012 iSpot has 23,000 registered users 
and well over 7000 wildlife observations have been made 
in Wales to date. 

Learning and engagement – as iSpot’s Biodiversity Mentor for 
Wales, I am able to support your organisation in using iSpot as 
a tool for engagement in identification, both for new recruits or 
for more knowledgeable volunteer groups I can deliver talks, 
workshops, attend events or provide online support. We can 
also support a particular survey or project by providing a forum 
for publicity, communication and a follow up support system for 
participants and their observations.  

Data – although iSpot is primarily an identification tool, observations made on iSpot do form 
biological records, which can make a valuable contribution to recording schemes. 

iSpot for mobile – we now have an updated iSpot app for Android, allowing you to upload 
observations from your mobile device and have access to the iSpot online community whilst in the 
field. Visit http://www.ispot.org.uk/app_launch?nav=no_likely for more. 

iSpot keys – these are a novel approach based on Bayesian statistics and are available for 
mobile. New keys can be developed by users and currently range across a variety of taxonomic 
groups, covering a range of complexity, from keys aimed at beginners to those only braved by the 
experts – have a look here:  http://www.ispot.org.uk/webkeys/  

Clare Flynn, iSpot Biodiversity Mentor for Wales.  Clare.Flynn@open.ac.uk 

Calling Welsh Recorders, Recording groups 
and other Wildlife Enthusiasts! 

Velvet Shank observed by Graham Cox in Cardiff 

(http://www.ispot.org.uk/node/310807 

http://www.ispot.org.uk/representatives
http://www.ispot.org.uk/app_launch?nav=no_likely
http://www.ispot.org.uk/webkeys/
mailto:Clare.Flynn@open.ac.uk
http://www.ispot.org.uk/node/310807
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    People sometimes ask me “How do you get to be a County Recorder?” They sometimes even ask 
“And how much are you paid?” The answer to the second question is of course easy – nothing! But the 
first is a bit more complicated. 
 
In my case I moved from Pembrokeshire to Breconshire in 1985 and one of the first things I did was to 
get in touch, through the Brecknock Wildlife Trust, with Dr Gordon Parker, who was then County Moth 
Recorder for VC42. As it happens he wanted to pass the job on to someone else and asked me to take 
it on. So it could be said I inherited the role from the previous incumbent. And perhaps this is as good 
way as any of identifying a new County Recorder.  
 
But what are the duties of a County Recorder? I always think that there are four strands to the work; 
receiving records, verifying them, entering them on to the appropriate database, and disseminating the 
results. Each takes time and effort and each County Recorder has different ways of doing them. 
 
You might think that receiving records is the easy bit – after all you just have to sit at home and wait for 
records to roll in. But if you want plenty of records you need to encourage others to be interested 
enough to look for moths, identify them and keep records. The way I’ve been doing this is to set up and 
run the Brecknock Moth Group, an informal group of people who like moths. We encourage moth 
recording by organising events, providing help with identification and also by getting funding for 
equipment and reference books. And our success can be measured by the fact that for 2012 I received 
over 10,000 moth records from 25 recorders and this in a very poor year for moths. 
 
The next thing is to verify each and every one of these records, and this is very time-consuming. The 
questions that come to mind are: 

 is it rare or potentially new to the county? – if so seek confirmation by photo or by seeing the 
specimen 

 is it in the right habitat and flying at the appropriate time of year? 

 is it a species that is difficult to identify? 

 is it possible that the recorder has got the name wrong, for example by recording Brown-line 
Bright-eye for Bright-line Brown-eye? 

Sometimes a little tact is needed of course when challenging someone’s records, but I usually find that 
my recorders take it in good part, even when I throw a record out! 
 
Next I have to get the records into the database. Some recorders send their information in a format 
suitable for direct “copy and paste” which makes my life easier, but I emphasise to everyone that I’m 
happy to receive records in any format at all, including pencil on the back of a fag-packet, as long as 
they include at least the species, date, location and name of recorder. But quite a lot of my winter 
leisure hours are spent inputting moth data.  
 
Then all I have to do is to disseminate all this to interested parties – BIS, Butterfly Conservation, 
Brecknock Wildlife Trust and of course the recorders themselves.  At this point, you sit back and wait for 
the queries to arrive as people point out all the mistakes I’ve made. But that’s fine as it both provides 
good quality assurance and also shows me that people actually make use of the data after all. 
 
So, now all that’s been done for 2012. Looking forward, all we need now  is some good weather for 
2013. Hopefully we can then look forward to further additions to the 180,000 records of 1100 moth 
species that we have for Breconshire.  

Norman Lowe 
County Moth Recorder for VC42 Breconshire 

 

 

Being a County Recorder 
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Update on County recorders 
There have been quite a number of changes to BIS area county recorders in Vice-counties 42, 43, 
47 and so I have included a list of new recorders. 
Contact details are on the BIS website unless withheld. 
In that case any message will be directed to BIS and 
forwarded on to the recorder. 
 
Breconshire VC42 
Graham S Motley - Mosses and Liverworts 
John Crellin -Vascular Plants (Assistant BSBI Recorder)  
 
Radnorshire VC43 
Chris Ledbury - Butterflies 
Mark Lawley - Mosses and Liverworts (BBS) 
 
Montgomeryshire VC47 
Anne Coker - Dragonflies 
Paul Leafe -Birds 
Phil Owen - Amphibians and Reptiles 
Chris Griffiths - Mont Owl Group 
Mark Lawley -  Mosses and Liverworts (BBS) 
 

Botanical recording in 
Breconshire (VC42) 
As a new recorder for the county (I have become BSBI joint recorder with Mike Porter who has been 
recording in the county for over 40 years) I want to establish a recording group to assist with routine 
recording and also, hopefully re-find some local rarities not seen for many years. 
 
I intend to be “out” every Thursday and to inform my email group a little in advance where I next plan to go 
– with an open invitation to join me. We also have five dates set for major meetings: 
 

Tuesday 28th May Crai area, South of Sennybridge SN92 

Saturday 22nd June Darren Fawr (a Brecon Wildlife Trust meeting on the mountain above 
Merthyr Tydfil) 

SO01 

Thursday 27th June Allt Rhongyr, a new BWT reserve with many old records of interesting 
species 

SN81 

Thursday 8th August Traeth Mawr, a very interesting rainfall-fed raised mire SN92 

Thursday 22nd 
August 

Llangors lake (Llyn Syfaddon) SO12 

 
I am keen to encourage anyone with an interest in botany to join us on these days. Don’t worry if you are 
rusty or feel you do not know enough, my own knowledge has some great gaps (which is why you might 
meet me at the BIS Grass ID days) and it is always useful to have as many pairs of eyes as possible. If you 
are interested in recording other types of wildlife then do feel free to come along if you can bear botanical 
speed of walking! Please email me to join my mailing list if at all interested. 

My “blog” is at floralimages.blogspot.co.uk. 

John Crellin  john@crellin.org.uk 

Bryophyte ID 
 
Mark Lawley organises 
monthly meetings in the 
central Marches from 
October to March in order to 
teach how to identify 
bryophytes, and invites 
anyone interested to contact 
him (email preferred) to ask 
for a current programme. He 
normally sends out the 
forthcoming winter's 
programme in late August or 
early September. 
 
 
 

http://www.b-i-s.org/node/174
mailto:john@crellin.org.uk
mailto:m.lawley@virgin.net
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Montgomeryshire Bat Group 

As part of a national network of bat groups, the aim of this newly-formed group is to champion the 
study and protection of bats in Montgomeryshire. Our members have a wide range of knowledge 
and experience, and are keen to encourage everybody to learn about these fascinating creatures. 
Since forming last December, we have already carried out many hibernacula surveys, hosted 
informative lectures and employed our practical skills on a bat-box-making day (see our Facebook 
page). In the coming months we have organised some survey training for group members and will 
be carrying out a range of bat surveys around the vice-county. 
Some of us are also taking part in the Montgomery Canal Triathlon, where we will cycle, kayak 
and run (or walk!) along the canal between Newtown and Frankton to raise money for essential 
equipment. If you would like to sponsor us in our endeavours, or join the group and take part in our 
journey of discovery, please contact Simon Cope (montbatgroup@gmail.com). 
 

10 Year Study Offers Hope for Rare Butterfly 

Pearl-bordered Fritillary (PBF) butterflies have suffered a dramatic decline in their numbers and range in 
the past few decades.  Of the handful of locations in 
Wales that still support PBF’s, Montgomeryshire has 
9 sites and the strongest population in Wales, at Y 
Golfa, near Welshpool. 
 
PBF’s are typically classed as a woodland butterfly, 
but in Wales they favour south facing bracken 
covered hillsides.  Many of these are commons and 
changes to farming practices in recent times have 
seen a lack of grazing on these areas of common 
land.  Without sufficient grazing the habitat is soon 
taken over by a blanket of scrub which smothers the 
PBF caterpillar’s food source (violets) as well as the 
variety of flowers the adults need to feed.  Add to this 
their susceptibility to poor weather and their tendency 
to hatch early in the year and it is easy to see why 
PBF’s are in trouble.                                                         (Photo by Tammy Stretton) 
 
In 2002, Montgomeryshire Wildlife Trust, in partnership with CCW, set out to monitor the remaining PBF 
sites in the county and determine what could be done to halt their decline.  Using an agreed set of Common 
Monitoring standards, results from annual surveys across the county could be compared and patterns 
identified.   
 
The results of the 10 year study are encouraging.  Most of the Montgomeryshire PBF populations are doing 
well with increasing or stable numbers, in contrast to the UK picture which still remains bleak.  However, in 
2005, the PBF was pronounced extinct at the Llanymynech Hill site.  With the right management, 
Llanymynech Hill provides ideal habitat for PBF’s so, following an intensive scrub clearance programme, 
PBF caterpillars and adults were bred from stock taken from the Y Golfa site and successfully reintroduced 
at Llanymynech in 2009, 2010 and 2011.  Ongoing work on the hill, funded by the Aggregates Levy, is 
ensuring that the habitat remains ideal for PBF’s for years to come, through scrub clearance and fencing 
which will allow regular grazing.  
 
The future is bright for the PBF’s in Montgomeryshire and MWT will continue to maintain and improve 
habitat in the county for their benefit.  For more information on the 10 year survey check out the website 
www.montwt.co.uk. 

Tammy Stretton 

http://www.montwt.co.uk/
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What’s happening to our bees and why? 

One immediately obvious consequence of our unseasonal cold weather is the late arrival of Spring and 
with it the emergence from hibernation of millions of pollinating insects that we rely on to pollinate 
flowers, trees and shrubs as well as fruit, vegetables and crops.  We depend on bees for one third of 
our food supply. 
 
Those of us who are over sixty can remember a time when the air positively hummed with insects in 
the summer.  Now there is a rather eerie silence, not just because of the cold snap.  In the UK, Europe 
and throughout the globe pollinating insects are in dramatic decline.  Over 250 species of bee 
including honey bees, bumblebees and solitary bees as well as moths, butterflies and hoverflies are 
vanishing at an alarming rate. The honeybee population in the UK has halved in the last 20 years; of 
our 25 species of bumblebee two have already become extinct; solitary bees have declined in over half 
of the areas studied. 
 
Those of us who are old enough will recall the beautiful wild flowers, especially the scarlet poppies that 
used to grow in our corn fields. Last summer I drove past a cornfield full of poppies on the road into 
Tetbury and it almost reduced me to tears. It vividly brought home to me what we had lost. Nowadays 
cornfields are sterile, laced with a cocktail of herbicides and pesticides, with not a wild flower to be 
seen. Our flower-rich hay meadows have declined by 97% since the 1930s. Hedgerows have been 
dug up to increase the size of fields.  Sadly these rich habitats provided the wild food supply for our 
pollinators.  Even our colourful gardens may be a wasteland for bees: packed full of sterile bedding 
plants, hybrids and double blooms and doused in chemicals.  Lean pickings here for hungry 
pollinators.    
 
Pollinating insects are also under attack from diseases and parasites like the Varroa mite, and from 
pesticides, in particular new types of insecticides called neonicotinoids, which are strongly suspected 
of killing bees.  And, as if that were not enough, climate change is altering the timing of the seasons 
and the emergence of blossom that the insects rely on. 
 
Pollinating insects are at the heart of our eco-system.  Their loss would have a devastating impact on 
plant, bird and animal life and ultimately on us.  Their disappearance is a warning sign that we ignore 
at our peril. 
 
So is it too late to save our bees? Having organised a public meeting last week entitled The Plight of 
the Humble Bee attended by over 100 people I would say perhaps there is a chance it’s not too late. 
The good attendance was a clear indication that this issue raises serious public concern.  The guest 
speakers, Brigit Strawbridge (beestrawbridge.blogspot.com), a passionate champion of wild bees, 
Tony Shaw (http://www.montybees.org.uk/ ), a hobby beekeeper and Marc Carlton (www.foxleas.com 
), a naturalist with a special interest in plants for pollinators are all working hard to pass on their 
considerable knowledge and sound the alarm.    
 
At the end of the evening what struck me most was the pressing need for us to radically change our 
attitude, to see the world from pollinators’ eyes. The colourful flowers that we like are not necessarily 
the ones favoured by pollinators.  Our tidy gardens are not the ideal habitat for bees.  Most of our 
public green spaces are, let’s face it, deserts for bees.  The use of pesticides and herbicides is leading 
to the destruction of a delicate balance between so-called pests and their predators that is the result of 
thousands of years of evolution.  We have a choice.  We either continue to undermine this natural 
harmony and ignore the consequences or we try to be part of it.  
 
Most of us left the meeting feeling inspired to find out more and take action.   
 
If you are interested in finding out what you can do to help please contact Sue Harrison at 
Abergavenny and Crickhowell Friends of the Earth on schyouknowwho@tiscali.co.uk  
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.montybees.org.uk/
http://www.foxleas.com/
mailto:schyouknowwho@tiscali.co.uk
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Introduction 
It’s a great pleasure to report that - despite the weather - the 2012 Radnorshire Dragonfly recording effort 
resulted in an excellent 595 records from 25 contributors (as compared with 2011, which produced an 
impressive 656 records from 22 contributors). Contrary to expectations, the 2012 species count - totaling 
23 and comprising 14 Dragonfly and 9 Damselfly species – was an improvement on 2011 by virtue of the 
Scarce Blue-tailed Damselfly and Ruddy Darter sightings made this season. No new species were 
recorded in Radnorshire but there are plenty of noteworthy items to report. 
 
UK Dragonfly Atlas update 
This season’s records will be the last to count towards the 5-year 
UK Dragonfly Atlas update and the BDS webpage 
http://www.british-
dragonflies.org.uk/index.php?q=content/national-dragonfly-atlas 
continues to tell an encouraging story for us in Powys. Using an 
arbitrary target of 11 species for each 10km square across the 
UK, the BDS has applied a ‘traffic light system’ to help prioritise 
the 5-year recording effort. 
 
‘Red’ would indicate a square with only pre-2000 records or none 
at all. ‘Yellow’ indicates records from 2000 or after, but not yet 
reaching the target number of species. ‘Green’ indicates that the 
records from 2000 onwards have already met or exceeded the 
11-species target (after 4 out of the 5 recording seasons). 
[Figure: Powys Odonata up to end of 2011 [British Dragonfly 

Society, December 2012] 
 
VC43 2012 Species notes and notable species 
Closer to home, the recorded Radnorshire flight season ended 
(where it had started) on 21st October at Dick’s pond near Clyro – 
3 Common darters and 2 Southern hawkers taking the rear 
guard for the season’s campaign. Again, special commendation 
to Dick and Ian who between them contributed well over half of the 2012 VC43 records and numerous 
notable observations. 
 
A record-breaking 18 widespread sightings of Brown 
hawker were made, including :- Diane Westwood’s 
record for Gilfach’s new ‘Water Vole Pond’; Stephen 
and Anne’s record at a pond in the very north of 
Radnorshire bordering Shropshire; first proof of 
breeding at Ian’s pond in Llanddewi; numerous records 
from Llandrindod Lake and Cors y Llyn from Carole 
Taylor; a few seen on my ponds in Crossgates; and a 
couple of sightings by Ian on Beacon Hill. Rob had an 
uncorroborated report for the Elan Valley and Dick 
photographed this specimen (see next page) as one of 
a dozen seen at Llyn Gwyn in late July, although he 
did record one for the first time at his own pond in 
September. 

2012 Radnorshire Dragonfly Report 

Male Brown Hawker  (Aeshna grandis) at Llyn 
Gwyn : Dick Eastwood 

 

 

http://www.british-dragonflies.org.uk/index.php?q=content/national-dragonfly-atlas%20
http://www.british-dragonflies.org.uk/index.php?q=content/national-dragonfly-atlas%20
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Several other records from the new (and recently renovated) pools on Beacon Hill were forthcoming from 
Ian, including 2 of this year’s 6 records of Black Tailed Skimmer. Records from such ponds are interesting 
in revealing which species are early colonisers or which seem to benefit from less vegetated water bodies. 
The Scarce Blue Tailed Damselfly would seem to fit one of those categories and Stephen and Anne 
added two new locations in the very north of Radnorshire, while Dick recorded a couple of adults at Sally 
Holtermann’s pond in early August. Only single records were received for Keeled skimmer (from Rob at 
Tynllidiart in the Elan Valley) and for Ruddy darter (from Dick at Pant y Cae) and the only 3 records for 
Common Club-tail (including 1 exuvia and 1 teneral) were thanks to the intrepid Dick on his River Wye 
forays.     
                                              
Two ‘end of season’ surprises are worth mentioning. Firstly, Ian recorded an exceptionally late Large Red 
Damselfly at his pond on 6th October. As a guide from last Autumn’s Dragonfly News, the latest UK date 
for the species in 2011 was 1st September. The other surprise relates to its smaller, much rarer and 
specialist namesake, the Small Red Damselfly. The species is found in Wales, but as more of a 
Mediterranean species, it is felt to be very much at the edge of its range. In Wales, it has been invariably 
recorded at western, coastal or climatically mild sites. 
 
In late October, Allan Brandon requested my views on a 1989 record of Small Red Damselfly in the Elan 
Valley. Pete Jennings had made me aware of the record and we had separately revisited the area without 
any firm conclusion. I was always sceptical of the record because of its upland, inland location. What I 
didn’t realise until revisiting this old record was that it had been supplied by a Dr Peter Kirby, described by 
Pete Jennings as “… doing ..  fieldwork at Elan … the author of Habitat Management for Invertebrates and 
a specialist consultant in invertebrates ..... One of the very best invertebrate field workers in Britain”. So I 
probably need to revisit the site in 2013! 
 

Bob Dennison (Radnorshire Dragonfly VC Recorder) 

 
 
BIS has been using NBN Record Cleaner to validate and verify non-county recorder datasets. Initially it 
validates the records for such as date and grid reference errors, It will then verify the records against the 
UK Species Dictionary and match Taxon names. It can also verify whether the records are in a named VC. 
If the records pass these checks they can be verified against sets of species rules that have been created 
by the recording societies, such as BSBI and the Dragonfly Society, to look at such as flight times or 
degree of difficulty. A report will highlight those records which have failed verification.This is free software 
and you can get more details and download at  http://www.nbn.org.uk/record-cleaner.aspx 
 
I have found it frustrating, as it has poor matching ability for the species names, as opposed to Recorder 6, 
and will therefore reject all unmatched records before you can check grid references within a Vice-county. It 
also tends to fail a lot of records as ‘not known recorded in that 10km square’. In many cases this is 
because it is looking at a national dataset which does not hold all records. However the principle is good 
and can provide guidance for verification and should improve with time. Recorders may find this useful to 
check their data before sending onto the LRC or recording scheme. 
 

Janet Imlach (BIS) 
 
 
 
 

NBN Record Cleaner 

http://www.nbn.org.uk/record-cleaner.aspx


Biodiversity Information Service Recorder Newsletter – Issue 15 –May 2013 

Page 11 of 12 

 

 
 
Firstly, oil beetles, or Meloidae to give them their correct family name, do not drink oil, are not attracted to it, 
and to those of you who think this might me a solution to all our decreasing oil supplies, I’m afraid you will 
be disappointed! I suppose they are named after their somewhat ‘oily’ black appearance. 

 
So what’s so interesting about oil beetles? Well, they have the most incredible and fascinating life cycle. 
After the females emerge and mate in the spring, they dig burrows in the soil where they lay eggs. These 
then hatch into small active black larvae which emerge to climb nearby plant stems to sit in wait on flower 
heads. As a solitary bee alights on the flower to 
collect pollen, the larvae are quick to attach 
themselves with their strong claws to the body of 
the unsuspecting bee. The bee then flies off 
back to its nest where the oil beetle larvae 
detach themselves to gorge on the bee’s stored 
pollen and eat the bee’s own eggs! The beetles 
stay and develop in the nest until they emerge 
as adults the following spring. So oil beetles are 
nest parasites on not just any old bee, but only 
on solitary bees, i.e. species which do not make 
communal nests such as bumblebees and 
honeybees do. 
 
Oil beetles are now rather scarce in the UK, 
which is not surprising really, with an 80% 
decline in our bee populations through loss of 
wildflower areas in just the last 100 years! Four 
of our eight native species of oil beetles were 
thought extinct, although one species has just 
been re-discovered in South Devon in 2012 after 
over a 100 year gap! Two of our remaining four 
species are rare, which just leaves the two which are more widespread. However, these are still extremely 
local in their distribution, and it is always a rare delight to actually see one. The one we are most likely to 
see in Wales is the Violet Oil Beetle Meloe violaceus which is quite  large and can get grow up to an inch in 
length. If you are extremely lucky, this species can be found in meadow and woodland sites.  In 
Radnorshire I have never seen one after over 20 years of looking! We only have three records of Violet Oil 
Beetle in Radnorshire, all recorded east of Aberedw, obviously a local ‘hotspot’ for  this species. The 
earliest record is 1983, a dead one found in 1993 and a further dead one in 1995! Surely they occur in 
other areas of the county?  

 
For anyone who fancies a spring stroll around the small valleys, woodlands and hills around Aberedw, 
searching for oil beetles might just be the incentive you are looking for! Keep an eye open on the ground for 
these admittedly dull black beetles which are made fascinating by their life histories and scarcity. Of course 
I would be only too pleased for any new sightings (and photos). Good luck. 
(Buglife, the UK Invertebrate Conservation Trust, is still running a national Oil Beetle Hunt survey this 
spring. Further information and a very useful identification leaflet is available on their website:  
http://www.buglife.org.uk/getinvolved/surveys/Oil+Beetle+Hunt) 
 

Phil Ward – Radnorshire beetle recorder 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘ 
Violet oil beetle (  violaceus) © John Meloe

Walters 

 

Oil beetles in Radnorshire, what’s interesting about them? 

 

http://www.buglife.org.uk/getinvolved/surveys/Oil+Beetle+Hunt
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Events and useful links 

 

 

Wildlife Trusts 

http://www.brecknockwildlifetrust.org.uk/events.html 

http://www.rwtwales.org/index.php/events.html 

http://www.montwt.co.uk/events.html 

 

Life Long Learning at Aberystwyth University 

http://www.aber.ac.uk/en/media/2012-2013-courses-%28chronological%29.pdf 

 

Welsh Biodiversity Partnership Newsletter 

http://us2.campaign-
archive2.com/?u=2cf93706f530c57a639a2c5cc&id=cff09a8b77 

 

LRC Wales 

http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/news.page 

http://www.wwbic.org.uk/news_events.asp 

http://www.cofnod.org.uk/Calendar 

 

 

 

http://www.brecknockwildlifetrust.org.uk/events.html
http://www.rwtwales.org/index.php/events.html
http://www.montwt.co.uk/events.html
http://www.aber.ac.uk/en/media/2012-2013-courses-%28chronological%29.pdf
http://us2.campaign-archive2.com/?u=2cf93706f530c57a639a2c5cc&id=cff09a8b77
http://us2.campaign-archive2.com/?u=2cf93706f530c57a639a2c5cc&id=cff09a8b77
http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/news.page
http://www.wwbic.org.uk/news_events.asp
http://www.cofnod.org.uk/Calendar
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