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Radnorshire Dragonfly Recorders’ Newsletter & 2018 Report 
Bob Dennison, BDS County Dragonfly Recorder (Radnorshire) 

 
Introduction 
 
I would like to thank the 28 contributors to the 2018 Radnorshire dragonfly recording effort which 
resulted in 526 records. I would especially like to thank and welcome a number of new contributors, 
including those who submitted records via the now established iRecord or WiRed systems. 
 
After what seemed an interminably cold and miserable winter, our local flight season started 
somewhat belatedly on 2nd May at Dick Eastwood’s bog-meadow pond near Clyro with the 
emergence of a Large Red Damselfly (Pyrrhosoma nymphula). It ended at Stephen Mullard’s pond 
near Ffynnon Gynydd on 11th November with the last remaining male Southern Hawker (Aeshna 
cyanea) on the wing. 
 
The National picture 
At a national level, 2018 saw the UK’s first record of the Yellow-spotted Emerald (Somatochlora 
flavomaculata) on Carlton Marshes Nature Reserve in Suffolk. Its arrival was unexpected though the 
species is widespread, being found in northern France and as far north and east as Siberia and 
Mongolia. It frequents marshy areas and wet meadows. 
 

 
Yellow-spotted Emerald dragonfly: Photo by Andrew Easton 

 
Earlier in the season, a Large White-faced Darter (Leucorrhinia pectoralis) had been found on the 
Suffolk coast. Notably, this was only the fourth record for the UK, having first been recorded in Kent in 
1859 followed by a very long gap before two further sightings in Suffolk during 2012. 
 
Over the course of the summer, there was also a significant further influx of Southern Migrant 
Hawkers (Aeshna affinis) - a relatively recent arrival to the UK - which first established itself around 
the Thames Estuary in 2010. This species breeds in standing water, typically in Mediterranean areas 
and can be found hawking along damp reedy ditches – now increasingly so in South East England. 
 
No doubt these immigration events are linked to last summer’s very hot weather and are consistent 
with climate change in general. This is arguably good news for those species colonizing new areas, 
but the impact on existing, established species is not known. This is why recording is so important! 
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With numbers of records for a given species generally consistent with 2017, the 2018 season 
featured all 23 of Radnorshire’s regularly-recorded species, as listed in the table below. In spite of the 
records of migratory activity elsewhere in the UK, no species new to the Vice-County were recorded - 
although there were some notable sightings and behavioural observations to report. 
 

Radnorshire (Vice County 43) Numbers of records by species :  (2018) vs. [2017] for comparison 

Species Name Common Name Records (2018)      vs.     [2017] 

Aeshna cyanea Southern Hawker (50)                   [46]         

Aeshna grandis Brown Hawker (19)                   [11]         

Aeshna juncea Common Hawker (34)                   [17]         

Aeshna mixta Migrant Hawker (4)                      [1]         

Anax imperator Emperor Dragonfly (40)                   [25]         

Calopteryx splendens Banded Demoiselle (12)                   [15]         

Calopteryx virgo Beautiful Demoiselle (20)                  [16]         

Coenagrion puella Azure Damselfly (33)                   [29]         

Cordulegaster boltonii Golden-ringed Dragonfly (15)                   [10]         

Enallagma cyathigerum Common Damselfly (23)                    [23]         

Gomphus vulgatissimus Common Clubtail (1)                     [6]         

Ischnura elegans Blue-tailed Damselfly (19)                   [12]         

Ishnura pumilio Scarce Blue-tailed Damselfly (7)                    [0]         

Lestes sponsa Emerald Damselfly (20)                  [14]         

Libellula depressa Broad-bodied Chaser (32)                   [20]         

Libellula quadrimaculata Four-spotted Chaser (37)                   [7]         

Orthetrum cancellatum Black-tailed Skimmer (10)                   [5]         

Orthetrum coerulescens Keeled Skimmer (5)                    [11]         

Platycnemis pennipes White-legged Damselfly (5)                    [4]         

Pyrrhosoma nymphula Large Red Damselfly (67)                 [44]         

Sympetrum danae Black Darter (6)                   [4]      

Sympetrum sanguineum Ruddy Darter (15)                   [1]      

Sympetrum striolatum Common Darter (49)                  [56]      

(Note: a single ‘species record’ may consist of a single insect or of numerous individuals seen at a given time and location.) 

 
 

 
Four Spotted-chaser (m) : Dick Eastwood 

 

Species notes, notable species & notable finds 

Four-spotted chaser (Libellula quadrimaculata) is more typically a species of upland bogs and acidic 
water bodies and, in my experience, not so often found at more neutral, lowland water bodies and 
ponds. Sightings of this species were significantly more numerous than in the previous season; and 
anecdotally, they seemed to be turning up more at ‘non-preferred sites’, including streams and rivers. 
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For example, in early July, David Warren recorded Four-spotted chasers at his ponds for the first 
time. I had a similar experience and also observed activity over the Clywedog Brook. A contributory 
factor in this change in behavior could well be the drying up of ‘preferred habitat’ during the hot, dry 
period and the availability of open water in garden ponds, rivers and streams. 
 

 
Emperor dragonfly (m): Lisa Houghton-Smith 

 
The progressive drying up of suitable or preferred upland habitat during last summer may also partly 
explain the increased sightings of our handful of hawker species, including Common hawker 
(Aeshna juncea) and Emperor dragonfly (Anax imperator), like the male specimen pictured above 
which found itself temporarily trapped in Lisa Houghton-Smith’s garage in early July! 
 
Our four ‘river species’:  
Of course, it wasn’t just the uplands that felt the effect of the 2018 hot, dry summer. Flows in rivers 
and streams were also affected significantly; and in the context of ongoing concerns locally over 
diffuse agricultural pollution, it will be important to continue to monitor our ‘river species’. Despite 
several forays to ‘comb’ the banks of the River Wye during May and June, Dick Eastwood found no 
larval cases – which would have provided proof of breeding - and managed to find only one adult 
Common Clubtail (Gomphus vulgatissimus) in the course of his numerous BDS surveys. 
 

 
Mature male Common Clubtail : Dick Eastwood 
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Fortunately, he found reasonably healthy numbers of White-legged damselflies (Platycnemis 
pennipes) along sections of the Wye. Worryingly, however, these were the only 2018 records for the 
species apart from a single adult male - presumably straying from the nearby River Ithon - 
photographed by Paul Leafe at Abercamlo Bog in late June. 
 
Numbers of Banded demoiselles (Calopteryx splendens) and Beautiful demoiselles (C. virgo) 
seemed to be at least on a par with previous years, though my impression with the latter species was 
that they were being seen in good numbers, at new locations and sometimes well away from moving 
water – again perhaps as a result of the very low flows in our streams and rivers during the summer. 
 

 
Migrant hawker (m) : Stephen Mullard 

 
Notable sightings in 2018: 

 In June, Jane Jarvis recorded Keeled skimmer (Orthetrum coerulescens) at a new location to the 
west of Llanbadarn Fynydd and Silvia Cojocaru recorded and photographed an immature male of 
the same species for the first time at RWT’s Gilfach reserve. 

 In August, Stephen Mullard recorded and photographed a male Migrant hawker (Aeshna mixta) 
for the first time at his pond. Around the same time, Dick Eastwood provided good evidence of 
Migrant hawker breeding at Ireland’s Well pond, north of Painscastle - discovering a wing-
damaged, teneral male which must have emerged very close by. 

 Again at Ireland’s Well, Dick’s work over the summer provided further proof of breeding for 
Golden-ringed dragonfly (Cordulegaster boltonii) at this rewarding site through discovery of 
numerous larvae and by witnessing adults newly emerging from their larval cases. 

 Ruddy darters (Sympetrum sanguineum) are well established as breeding species in 
neighbouring Herefordshire but in Radnorshire they are not seen every year. Encouragingly, Dave 
Pettit photographed the species at Nannerth pools and Dick Eastwood recorded at least 5 male 
and 1 female individual adults, frequenting his Clyro pond over a period of weeks. 

 Arguably the ‘icing on the cake’ for 2018 again involved that winning ‘Eastwood / Irelands Well’ 
combination when Dick recorded and photographed the emergence of dozens of Scarce Blue-
tailed damselflies (Ischnura pumilio). Records of this uncommon and enigmatic species are great 
to receive at any time, but with the additional bonuses of the first proof of breeding in VC43, in 
good numbers and at a new location, this discovery on Dick’s part was exceptional! 

Finally a big thank you to all contributors of Odonata records & photographs in 2018, namely :- 

Chris & Di Alderson; Rob Andrew; Jane Bisby; Sarah Cadwallader; Silvia Cojocaru; Bob Dennison; 
Dick Eastwood; Darylle Hardy; David Hastings; Lisa Houghton-Smith; Jane Jarvis; Julian Jones; 
Richard Knight; Paul Leafe; Chris Ledbury; John Lyden; Joanne Marsden; Stephen Mullard; Ben 
Mullen; John Ockenden;  Rachel Palmer; Dave Pettit; Rosie Richardson; Karen Rosier; Nick Talbott; 
Janice Vincett ; David Warren; & Colin Williams 


