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Radnorshire Dragonfly Recorders’ Newsletter & 2017 Report 
Bob Dennison, BDS County Dragonfly Recorder (Radnorshire) 

 
Introduction 
 
I would like to thank the 19 contributors to the 2017 Radnorshire dragonfly recording effort which 
resulted in 377 records. I would especially like to thank and welcome a number of new contributors, 
including those who surveyed allocated sections of the Wye as part of a national Common Clubtail 
Survey, organized by the British Dragonfly Society. 
 
Kicking off the 2017 Radnorshire flight-season on the 9th April was an emergent Large Red 
Damselfly, seen by Dick Eastwood at his pond near Clyro; and bringing the flight-season to a close 
on the 17th of October at the same location was a single Common darter. With numbers of records 
generally consistent with 2016, the 2017 season featured 22 of Radnorshire’s 23 regularly-recorded 
species, as listed in the table below. No species new to the Vice-County were recorded and for the 
second year running, there were no records for Scarce Blue-tailed damselfly. 
 

Radnorshire (Vice County 43) Species & records list for (2017) vs. [2016] for comparison 

Species Name Common Name Records (2017)      vs.     [2016] 

Aeshna cyanea Southern Hawker (46)                      [51]         

Aeshna grandis Brown Hawker (11)                       [9]         

Aeshna juncea Common Hawker (17)                      [13]         

Aeshna mixta Migrant Hawker (1)                       [1]         

Anax imperator Emperor Dragonfly (25)                     [22]         

Calopteryx splendens Banded Demoiselle (15)                       [7]         

Calopteryx virgo Beautiful Demoiselle (16)                      [9]         

Coenagrion puella Azure Damselfly (29)                    [27]         

Cordulegaster boltonii Golden-ringed Dragonfly (10)                     [4]         

Enallagma cyathigerum Common Damselfly (23)                    [10]         

Gomphus vulgatissimus Common Clubtail (6)                      [3]         

Ischnura elegans Blue-tailed Damselfly (12)                     [11]         

Ishnura pumilio Scarce Blue-tailed Damselfly (0)                      [0]         

Lestes sponsa Emerald Damselfly (14)                    [10]         

Libellula depressa Broad-bodied Chaser (20)                    [52]         

Libellula quadrimaculata Four-spotted Chaser (7)                     [17]         

Orthetrum cancellatum Black-tailed Skimmer (5)                     [3]         

Orthetrum coerulescens Keeled Skimmer (11)                    [6]         

Platycnemis pennipes White-legged Damselfly (4)                    [1]         

Pyrrhosoma nymphula Large Red Damselfly (44)                    [51]         

Sympetrum danae Black Darter (4)                     [5]      

Sympetrum sanguineum Ruddy Darter (1)                    [0]      

Sympetrum striolatum Common Darter (56)                    [57]      
 

(Note: a single ‘species record’ may consist of a single insect or of numerous individuals seen at a given time 
and location.) 

 
 

Species Notes and Notable Species 

Common Clubtail (one of our 4 ‘river species’): At both local level and wider national level, a 
number of volunteer recorders, following the BDS survey methodology, helped to advance our 
knowledge of the rather mis-named Common Clubtail Dragonfly (Gomphus vulgatissimus). 
According to David Tomkins who co-ordinated the survey on behalf of the BDS, the Common Clubtail 
is experiencing mixed fortunes nationally. Though the Arun in Sussex yielded a few welcome records, 
numbers on the Thames were reportedly poor, with many ‘nil returns’. 
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The River Dee came up to expectations, with most people reporting positive results and some 
surveyors finding up to 50 exuviae (larval cases) in some 1 km squares (monads). The middle 
stretches of the Severn in Shropshire and Worcestershire gave similarly healthy results, with monads 
around Shrewsbury yielding upwards of 200 exuviae. 
 
The Welsh picture for Common Clubtail was somewhat mixed. The rivers of west Wales – the Tywi 
and Teifi - provided no new evidence to support historic Clubtail records, though in fairness the 
survey coverage was very limited. On a more positive note, both exuviae and adult Clubtails were 
recorded for the first time on the Vyrnwy. 
 

 
Common Clubtail emerging from its exuvia : Dick Eastwood 

 
Amongst the handful of surveyors who looked at our own stretches of the Wye, Dick Eastwood was 
the most successful, spotting 4 adults and collecting 7 exuviae on the Radnorshire side over the 
course of numerous visits between early May and early June. In late May, on two separate visits to 
the Breconshire side of the Wye in one 1 km square, Dick also collected Common Clubtail exuviae, 
thereby providing the first proof of breeding on record for the species in Vice County 42. 
 

 
Banded demoiselle pair: Dick Eastwood 

 
The other ‘river species’: Often seen on those same slower-flowing stretches of the Wye - and to 
some extent other rivers such as the Ithon - White-legged damselflies (Platycnemis pennipes) and 
Banded demoiselles (Calopteryx splendens) were recorded in slightly higher numbers in 2017. The 
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same applied to the Beautiful demoiselle (Calopteryx virgo) which – though superficially similar to 
the Banded demoiselle - seems to prefer faster-flowing stretches of rivers and streams. Collectively, 
the presence, absence and population trends of these four species can provide us with biodiversity 
indicators for our rivers. 
 

 
White-legged damselfly pair: Keith Noble 

 
In mid-Wales, we have our own local concerns over river health, particularly in the context of ongoing 
diffuse agricultural pollution and the increased numbers of intensive poultry units in the area. It seems 
that the Common Clubtail survey will be repeated. Additionally, however, the BDS is looking to carry 
out a similar study on White-legged Damselfy as there is a widely-held perception among some 
county recorders that this species may be declining in some areas. 
 
 
Notable finds in 2017: 
Sightings of Keeled skimmer (Orthetrum coerulescens) - a dainty little dragonfly closely associated 
with boggy runnels and seepages – were submitted by 3 recorders in 2017. Mike Smethurst and Rob 
Andrew made sightings in its main Radnorshire stronghold, to the west of Rhayader. Historically, 
occasional sightings have also been noted further east in the county – often of immature or teneral 
specimens which superficially can resemble Common darter (Sympetrum striolatum). 
 
 

 
Male Keeled skimmer: Mike Smethurst 
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Sightings of immature and teneral dragons and damsels give an indication – though not proof – of 
breeding at or close to a given site. Larval cases (exuviae) on the other hand, give conclusive proof of 
breeding - though to date the only proof of breeding for Keeled skimmer in VC43 is at Pont ar Elan. 
 
Thanks to Dick Eastwood, we moved a little closer in 2017 to ‘proof of breeding’ for this species at his 
pond and bog meadow near Clyro. From late May to late July, Dick made 9 separate sightings of 
Keeled skimmers at his site, including immatures and tenerals - which initially we both took for 
Common darters. He also noted egg-laying (ovipositing) for the first time. Dick knows that his future 
mission – should he choose to accept it - is to track down that elusive larval case! 
 
 

 
Hind wing of female Southern Hawker: Photo Kate Goslett; annotations Adrian Parr 

 
In early July, Clare Montanaro notified me of her friend’s interesting finding. So I visited Kate Goslett 
who had recently discovered and photographed dozens of dragonfly wings, mysteriously left in piles - 
on more than one occasion - at the edge of her Rhayader garden pond. No sign of any bodies! I could 
tell from the photos, and subsequently from examining the actual wings, that the victims of the crime 
were hawker dragonflies – but I needed the forensic skills of Adrian Parr of the BDS to help me 
identify the species of the unfortunate dragonflies as Southern hawkers (Aeshna cyanea). 
 
The most likely explanation for Kate’s gruesome discovery is that spring-time garden birds – 
especially House sparrows – very soon learn to supplement their growing chicks’ diets with newly-
emerging dragonflies. At this critical point in the dragonfly life-cycle, the insect’s tissues are too soft to 
be able to avoid predation. On a positive note, however, Kate’s sharp observation, her photographs 
and the gory evidence that she retained all helped to prove breeding for that species, at that location! 
 
Dragonfly hero: Not only does Dick Eastwood continue to be a dragonfly hero in Radnorshire, 
contributing over half of all the Vice County Odonata records each year, but he is also becoming 
something of a dragonfly-champion in neighbouring Breconshire. In 2014, the Hairy dragonfly 
(Brachytron pretense) was ‘rediscovered’ at Llangors Lake after some 50 years of apparent absence. 
 
Small numbers of males and females have been seen in May and June each year subsequently, 
providing good evidence of a sustaining population. In early May last year, Dick photographed his first 
newly-emerged male Hairy dragonfly near Llangasty and collected its larval case, crucially providing 
the first proof of breeding for Breconshire. 
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Newly-emerged Hairy dragonfly (m) Llangors: Dick Eastwood 

 
Llangors Lake: Even though it’s not in Radnorshire, Llangors Lake is a fantastic and not so distant 
dragonfly site, well worth visiting any time during the dragonfly flight season. The BDS web link 
promoting good places in Powys to see dragonflies https://british-dragonflies.org.uk/content/good-
places-see-dragonflies-wales-powys features 16 sites across Powys, including Llangors Lake. 
 

 
Red-eyed damselfly, Llangors Lake: Keith Noble 

 
The current BDS information for the site indicates 15 dragonfly species have been recorded there. In 
fact, the very recency of new dragonfly discoveries at Llangors Lake means that the latest total is now 
17 species. The list requires the addition of Hairy dragonfly and more recently, thanks to the efforts of 
Keith Noble, County Dragonfly Recorder for Breconshire, Red-eyed damselfly (Erythromma najas). 
 
Often associated with rafts of water lilies, Red-eyed damselfly is well-established in Montgomeryshire, 
particularly on the Montgomeryshire Canal. However, in May 2017 when Keith spotted and 
photographed a single immature male at Llangors Lake, among “thousands of Common Blue and 
Variable damselflies”, this was initially thought to be a first for Breconshire. 
 
In a further twist, however, Keith subsequently learned from one of his recorders, in consulting old 
note books, that there had in fact been earlier records of Red-eyed damselflies, mating and 
ovipositing at a different Breconshire site in 2011 - but none since then. Perhaps, the moral of the tale 
is for us ‘to keep our eyes and minds open and to expect the unexpected’! 
 
And finally a big thank you to all contributors of records & photographs to the 2017 Odonata effort, 
namely:- Rob Andrew; Rhys Baker; Pete & Ginny Clarke; Jo Crabtree; Bob Dennison; Jon Dennison; 
Dick Eastwood; Kate Goslett; Jane Jarvis; Chris Ledbury; Barbara Lloyd; Claire Montanaro; Stephen 
Mullard; Dave Pettit; Mike Smethurst; Nick Talbott; Carole Taylor; & David Warren 


